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his Children, his dearer Self, » 5 
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7 4 intention, if I did not endeavour 
to obtain the ſame patronage for his 
Memory and his Reputation. 1 


Your Lordſhip hath Jong 105 
the Truſt thus devolved upon vu 
in ſuch a manner as demands the 


moſt grateful acknowledgements of 
thoſe Societies: You have treated 


them upon all occaſions with all the 7 


tenderneſs of an indulgent Parent; 
and if at any time the duty of that . 
Truſt hath required You to inter poſe 


with authority, your deciſions have 5 


i: been wholly diſintereſted and per- . 


fectly upright; 3 Vou have acted juſt | 
as He whoſe Subſtitute You were fad 


preſcribed ; juſt i in every 7 2B „ : 
He would d have aged Himſelf, | 


. > 
 » * » < 4 
x * : . * . - a> = 
2 1 1 ; By & 
. Ws. A. 4 
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But this dick, My |! Lada. 1s not 
| r on account of the 
78 than it is in reſpect of the ; 
Author. Your Lordſhip, unſollicited 
and unaſked, called him from one of 
thoſe Colleges to a Station of the firſt 
Dignity in your Dioceſe ; and took 
the earlieſt opportunity X accumula- 
ting your favour upon him, and of 
- adding to that Dignity a ſuitable 
ſupport. Theſe obligations 5 
now the more ready thus publickly 
to acknowledge, as he is removed 
out of the reach of further favours 
of the like kind. And tho he hath 
relinquiſhed the advantages ſo gene- 
rouſly conferred upon him, yet he 
ſhall always eſteem himſelf highly 
honoured i in having once enjoyed the 
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i Dep ICATION: 
patronage of the great Advocate of | 
Civil ang Religiqus Liberty. 


Tam with the greateſt Reſpedt ad 


Gratitude, 


Mr Lonp, 


Your Ledde 8 
Moſt Obliged and moſt | 
1 25 5 Obedient Servant, 


RoßzRT LowTH, 


E F 1 0 


„n „ enn 


H E following collection was be- 
gun, and was pretty far advanced, 
ſeveral years ago, while the au- 
| thor Bad the happineſs of being a member 
of one of the Colleges founded by the great 
Prelate who is the ſubject of it. It was part- 
ly interrupted by purſuits of another kind, 
and partly deferred in hopes of foi i 
portunities of enlarging his materials: a 
and it is now offered to the public, not 
as full and compleat in any reſpect, but 
as the whole reſult of his-moſt L lg ent 


* 


inquiries into a ſubject rendered very + 4h F 


ſcure by the darkneſs of the times to which 4 

it belongs, and in which he deſpairs of being 

able to mie any nde. acceſſion Bi 
of htte B 
It has long been a common complaint 
among thoſe, whoſe reſpect and gratitude 

OG an > 


. PREFACE. 
has raiſed in them a curioſity not eaſily 
ſatisfied with regard to their great bene- 
factor, that fo few particulars of the life 
and actions of ſo eminent a perſon have 
been with certainty delivered dayen ta us; 
and that the traces that remain of do- 
meſtic tradition concerning him, are fo 
very obſcure and imperfect. Chaunde- 
ler * began with this complaint three 
hundred years ago: by his attempt to 
' write upon the ſubject he has ſhewn that 
he did not want a good will, but by his 
| performance he has contributed very little 
towards removing the obſcurity of which 
he ſo much complains. Much might have 
been then done by a diligent inquiry pro- 
perly conducted: but the moſt able men 
of that time knew not either what ad- 


4 a. 9 * * Br. N y 2 ' «IVY 
* jCbbͤͥͤĩ1«¹ęͥ FE Hy TT # 
2 


vantages I, + ãad, or how to make uſe - 


2 « Wilhelmi | vita ferme igvnota eſt, & pauci aut 
© nulli extant de ea ſcripti libri; quod non fine ad- 
c miratione dico, tam excelſum & glorioſum vicum 
& a memoria hominum excidere, cum vix uinqua- 
« ginta & octo anni ab ejus morte tranſierunt.“ 
 Chaundeler. MS, in biblioth. coll. nov. page 42. 
„ Nos quid honoris, quid laudis, quid gloriæ, 
e fundatori noſtro tanto contulimus, qui nihil ferme 
«+ de beatis ejus moribus & vita ſollicite exquirentes, 
«+ proh pudor immemores beneficii, quaſi morbidum 
40 Patimur ö ?” Ibid. pag. 4 = 
of 


p R E F. A . 

of en The age was in itſelf. . 
and the civil wars between the houſes of 

Vork and Lancaſter not only obſtructed 
all knowledge, but muſt have ſuppreſſed 
the memory of the times immediately pre- 
ceding, and eee many: of the evi- 
dences of hiſtory. _ 
I.! the next century, after the e of 
learning, and when it had made conſide- 
rable advances, a more regular and ex- 
tenſive inquiry into this ſubject was un- 
dertaken and purſued with better ſueceſs. 
Dr. Thomas Martin, chancellor of the 
dioceſe of Wincheſter under biſhop Gar- 
diner, wrote the life of Wykeham in latin. 
He ſeems not ſo much to have wanted di- 


ligence in collecting proper materials, as 


care and judgment in digeſting and com- 
poſing them. His account is full of miſ- 


takes: his relation of facts and the courſe © + 
even of public affairs in the moſt 1 impor 


tant parts is extremely confuſed and in- 


accurate: and belides, were his relation of 2 ; 


facts ever ſo accurate, yet he writes in ſo . 

rhetorical and declamatory a ſtyle, that his 
reader, if he does not preſently throw 
aſide his book, will be diſpoſed to ſuſpect 
the truth of what he delivers with ſuch a 


Per — 


«K. PET 2 F A. Cc E. l 
nn laboured exaggeration. This 
life of Wykeham was firſt publiſhed in 
Ito. in the year 1597, ſeveral years after 
the death of the author. Perhaps it never 
WAS perfectly fimiſhed and corrected by 
him. It was reprinted at Cxford, with- 
out any correction or improvement, by 


Dr. Nicholas, Warden of New College, 


in the year 1690. The republication of 
this work ſeems to indicate the prevailing 
opinion of that time to have been, and 
the ſame opinion has continued to prevail 
ever fince, that hardly any new light 
was to be expected upon this ſubject. 5 
Theſe prejudices had not ſuch influence 
on the author of the preſent inquiry, as 
to prevent his examining whether they 
were well founded or not. He ſoon found 
that it would be a very eaſy matter to give 
| a fuller, a more accurate, and more cer- 
tain account of the life of Wykeham, 
than had been already given: but whether 
it would be worth while to attempt to 
write a new account upon materials, which 
though larger and more authentic than had 
been made uſe of before, were like to be 
by no means ſufficient to furniſh out a 
oY and — — of hiftory; this 


was 


PREFACE. — 


ion which he could not ſo ſ 
"refolus with himſelf. What de 2 mir 


him at laſt to this ——— 1. 


examination of Wykeham's Regiſter, which 
is ſtill preſerved at "Wincheſter in the 
office of the regiſter of the chancellor of 
the dioceſe. He ſaw that this monument 
of Wykeham's public acts, which is as 
full, as accurate, and as perfect, as any 
thing extant in its kind, containing a dia- 
ry of thirty ſeven years, would not only 
itſelf ſupply many important facts, but 
would ſerve moreover as a teſt to which 
other facts and circumſtances might be 


brought, to be tried by a continued ſeries 


of ſure and infallible dates, and by ſuch 
trial to be moſt evidently diſproved or ve- 
rified: and that this alone, as it had not 
before been conſulted for any ſuch pur- 
. poſe, afforded a foundation upon which 
a more firm and more ample ſtructure 
might be raiſed, than had hitherto been 
attempted. Having thus gotten a ſure 


ground-work for his deſign, he uſed his | 71 by 


utmoſt diligence in collecting all the beſt 


and moſt authentic materials that lay 

within his knowledge or his reach: and 

in . and — them he has 
4 chiefly ' 


. 
chiefly ſtudied clearneſs of method, and 
plainneſs of narration : his view has not 
been elegance and ornament, but evidence 
and truth; nor does he pretend to enter- 
tain and amuſe, but merely to inform and 
explain. He has therefore been careful to 
_ affirm nothing poſitively without ſuffi- 
cient warrant, and to give exact references 
to his authorities. And that the reader 
may be able to judge what degree of cre- 
dit is due to the ſeveral authorities ſo fre- 
quently cited, t will be proper in this 

place to give him a particular deſcription 
and an exact account of ſuch of them as 
are not commonly to be met with, or ge- 
nerally known. They here follow under 
the ſeveral titles by which Gy are referred 
to. 

Regiſtrum n enn The Regiſter * 
Wykeham before mentioned conſiſts of 
two very large volumes in folio very fairly 
written on vellum. The contents of the 
volumes are particularly ſpecified in the 
general title of the regiſter itlelf, Which! is 

as follows. 


Le Tncipit regiſtrum de 11 & geſtis 5 


« reverendi Patris domini Wilhelmi de 
2 Wikeham Dei 1 Wyntonienſis _— | 


cc copi, 


5 
66 
cc 


« reſeryationis fuit proviſum ſub data Vi- 
terbii IIdo Idus Julii pontificatus 
ſui, anno quinto. Et conſecratus fuit 


te 
cc 


46 


c 
ec 
ce 


40 


_ 


7 5 
* 


te 


41 


In ſecunda parte inſeruntur Ordines 
ce. Lelebrati per dictum Patrem in ſua Dioc. ; 


cc 


& 


NES 
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copi, cui de epiſcopatu Wyntanienk 2 


per felicis recordationis, Urbanumdivina 
providentia Papam quintum per viam 


« jn eccleſia Londonienſi per venerabilem 


_ «© patrem Dom. Simonem tunc archiepiſ- - 
copum Cantuarienſem aſſiſtentibus fibi 


venerabilibus patribus Dominis Simone 


London. & Roberto Sareſburien. epiſcopis | 
« die dominica que fuit decima dies men- 
ö ſis Oct. an. Dom. MOCCCLIAVI, prout in- 
ferius clare patet. 
In prima parte dicti Regiſtri — 
nentur Confirmationes Abbatum & Prio- 
rum Electorum, necnon Inſtallationes 
ac Collationes & Inſtitutiones quorum- 
cung ; beneficiorum eceleſiaſticorum per 
eundem Dom. Wynton. epiſcopum dem. | 


pore ſuo fate. 


a tempore conſecrationis ſu, &. l- 


teræ * per eum eee 
| | 


- 
aw, IS 
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In tertia * parte tranſcribuntur Bulle 
« Papales, mandata Cardinalium; & 
t literz pro Convocatione cleri, Com- 
« miſſiones & aliæ literæ, & Memoranda 
te tempore ſuo executa, & executiones 
tt eorundem, & Licenciæ non reſidendi, 
« cum aliis ibidem particulariter prout 
« geſta ſunt deſignatis, & una cum Teſta- 
e mentis, & Diſpenſationibus cum illegi- 
time natis. | 
„ If quarta parte continentur - Brevia : 
Regia dicto patri directa, ac Reſponſa, 
« & executiones, & returna brevium præ- 
« dictorum.“ 

Tractatus in veteri | Regiſtro Collegii 
Wintonienſis. This treatiſe is inſerted near 
the beginning of a Miſcellaneous Volume, 

being for the moſt part a regiſter, which 
is always here referred to under the title of 
Vet. Regiſtr. Coll. Wint. The title of 

this treatiſe at length is, Libellus ſeu 
« Tractatus de profapia vita & geſtis ve- 

* nerabilis patris & Domini Domini Wil- 
by * helm nen nuper opt Wyn- 
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* 1 the middle of the third part there begins 

a new numeration of folios. In the references to this 
part the Jetters a, 2 b. denote the Iſt and 2d numera- 
tion. | 
a | 1% ton,” : 


b R EFA C E. Ny 


te, ton. At the end i is added; Expli- 
| © on. tractatus ſeu lbellus de — 
cc lut prius] — editus anno domini 
c MCCCCKXIV,, qui fuit annus Xx. 
* poſt obitum <juſdem. patris, & regni 
” regis Henrici Sexti, annus | ſecundus.” 11 
This preciſe, date. pretty, well determines 


A 


the authority, of this. manuſcript. Mar- 


tin frequently, cites this treatiſe as written 
by one Robert, Heers, or Hereſius, as, he 
calls him, a member of one of Wyke- 

ham's Colleges. No one of that name was 
ever Fellow of either of the Colleges, if 
we may truſt the regiſters. He £65. 6" 
means Robert Heete, . Who was admitted 
ſcholar of Wincheſter college; in the year 
1401; - ſucceeded to New College in 
1407 3 became F ellow of Wincheſter, Col- 
lege in 1420; and died in 1432. His 
regard * and affection for the founder and 
the ſociety appears by his numerous do- 
nations to Wincheſter, college in books, 
plate, &c. And his age agrees perfectly. 


well with his being the author; but L can 


Apa no. evidence of it. „The author calls 


Vet. * Coll wut 


4 * 2 N N : 
him» 
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0 binaſelf” « Ser rvus. humilis & 88 
he non, Patris domini Wilhelmi 
„ Wykeham”; and he addreſſes the fel-⸗ 
lows by the words « Kariſſimi Socii: ſo 
that he was certainly fellow of one of the 
Colleges; and as the treatiſe appears to 


have been originally inſerted into this re- 
giſter of Wincheſter College, he was moſt 


probably fellow of that College when he 
wrote it; and perhaps was the abovemen- 
tion'd- Robert Heete. Tradition might 
have delivered him down as ſuch, and his 


name . have been a little miſtaken and al- 


tteted in paſſing to Martin. Thepedigree” 


which 1 have given in Appendix No. I. 
Martin attributes to the ſame author. It 


is indeed in the fame volume, on the i n. 


fide: of the cover of the book at the be- 


ginning; but it has no relation to the 5 
Treatiſe, and is hardly fo ancient as that, - 
or the ſuppoſed author's time: yet it could 
not be Suck later, as Wykcham!'s couſin | 
german's daughter a was' lving when it was 5 


drawn up. 


Brevis Chronica. The CE Th title is, 3: 
« Brevis Cronica de ortu vita & geſtis no- 


« bilibus reverendi Domini Wilhelmi de 


87 — olim 6 * 5 
M 8. 


Le 
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MS. in Bibliotheca Coll. Nor: Oxog: fe 16 
js dittle more than an ahridgement 1 
above mentioned treatiſe, and ſeems tio 
have been written foot after it. It has 
been publiſhed by Wharton in the Second 
— af his Anglia Sacra, who has by 
miſtake aſcribad it to Thomas Chan, 
deler. | | 
_  Chaundel@&, * Collocutiones delandays + 
<-bili vita & moribus & chriſtiana para 
« fectione Wilhelmi de Wykeham. Audtss 
re Thoma Chaundeler utriuſque Col- 

* {egy Cuſtode, dein Oxon. poſtea Wellen- 

1 fi Cancellario. M 8. in Bibliotheca 
Coll. Nov. in the ſame volume with the | 
foregoing. This volume belonged to Tho- 
mas de Beckynton Biſhop of Bath and . 

Wells, to whom Chaundeler addreſſed and 
preſented his Dialogues, The Dialogues 

_ tho' they are very long, afford but- little | 
hiſtorical matter, which the Author has 

| chiefly from the Short Chronicle, which | | 

be often cites as * of good author A 


* « Et ne meo ſolum —— oy X f | I 

« quæque arroganter que probare non yas 1 
« leam, auſcultate quid in Brevi — & prius me- 1 i 
E morata Chrogics de Wer N n: 2 9 
_ pag. 49. : OY 
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He ſays it was ſcarce fifty eight years * 5 


the death of Wykeham to the time when 


he wrote, which plainly determines it to 


| the beginning of the year 1462. 


MS. Coll. Wint. This Manuſcript in 
{mall quarta conſiſts of two parts written 


At different times. One of them contains 


chiefly a taxation of Biſhopricks and other 


Eccleſiaſtical Benefices ; and particularly 
of thoſe of the Dioceſe of Wincheſter . 


This was written in the time of Adam de 


Orleton (as appears from page 21, and 23.) 


who was Biſhop of Wincheſter from 


A. D. 1333, to 1345. It belonged 6 


Wykeham himſelf, and was by him given 
to his College at meas, as _ 


| + Of the Benefices in hs Biſhop of Wincheſter's 
patronage, the then real value, as well as the taxation, 


is given in this MS. This part is curious; and may 


be of uſe in the reſolution of ſeveral queſtions relating 


to thoſe times. Thus for inſtance in a matter that | 


relates to the preſent ſubje&t: The taxation of the 


Biſhoprick of Wincheſter was at that time, according Fo 
to the MS. 29771. 158. 10d. If we may ſuppoſe it 


to have born the ſame proportion to the real value, as 
the ſum of the taxation of the Benefices there given to 
the ſum of their real value, that is, as 235 3 marks to 


4227 marks; the real value of the Biſhoprick of 


Wincheſter in the time of Adam de Orleton muſt have 


been 53481. + nearly: at large, we may be allowed mL 
e! it above 5000 1. Per annum. | 
| | * 


PREF ACE. 1 * | 
by the following article in Fea ps: 
Coll. Wint., N 
Item 1 liber dat. Colleg. ö per am- 
« num Fundatorem, in quo continentar 
e taxationes omnium eccleſiarum ip fin- 
* gulis dioc. per totam Angliam, qui fue- 

« rat in cuſtodig Johannis Exham Execut. 
« Domini Thomæ Aylward ; 510 in 
« manibus @iſtodis.” - 

To this was afterwards prefixed. a 1 « 
additional leaves containing an account of 
the life of Wykeham, and eſpecially of his 
donations and charities. It ſeems to have 
been written ſoon after Wykeham's death . 
by one who knew him perſonally, and had - 
acceſs to the accounts of his Stewards. . 

Buy the foregoing article of the Win- 
cheſter College Regiſter it appears, that 
the book to which it is prefixed was in the 
cuſtody of Dr. Thomas Aylward ; he was 
| Rector of Havant, and one of Wykeham' 8 
Executors, by which means the book 
ſeems to have come into his hands: and it. 
continued in his hands till he died. Per- 
haps he might have added to it this ſhort 
account of his friend and patron; but | oj 
| Whoever was the author, it ſeems at leaſt «| 

to be more ancient than the Short, Chro- | 
* ä nicle 
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cht or d Tree wink a fr i 
to be the moſt authentic account of 
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e Wentani Collegii præſiderem Cuſtos 


goes: 


Wykeham that is extant. Chaundeler 
mentions this MS. as what he had hat! 
ſoms time before in his hands; and by 
memory mentions ſeveral partieulars that 
are contained in it. Utinam a me ſe- 
te mel viſam cartulam concederetur intuert 
« rurſum; illam loquor, quam noſtri 
te Fundatoris — plenam, & chriſti- 
te aniſſimis quibuſdam ejus inſcriptam ope- 
« ribus in Collegii Beatz Mariæ Wynton. 

«© Theſauro & id & legi. Sed cum 


e precioſi illius inventi Fheſauri indignum 
e me arbitrabar cuſtodem; ea de re Pow 
te mino Wilhelmo [Waynflete] Epiſcopo 


« jam Wynton, cuſtodiendum ſecretius, 


$ quid rogo dicerem, an repoſui, an obtu- 
«ht, Ibi de refocillatione viginti quatuor 
0 pauperum, quos a ſuſcepto primum e- 
« piſcopatu quotidiano more ſervaverat z- I 
« ibi de ſubſidiis, vectigalibus, tributis, res» 


_«* buſque hujuſmodi exactis, vel Regi rg 


* 1 debitis, quæ & quotiens pro ſuis te- 
** nentibus pius pater exſolverat; ibi de 
* cordis compunctione, de 1pſtus1 in Deum 


+ Chayndeler; pag. 37. 
2 anti | 


er deyotiſſima mentis elevatione, intente 
dadeo ut quam ſæpe, &, ſi beneyxecolgy. 
T in audiendis miſſis vel ceſebran- 
« djs amarifſinit fleret.” . 
NIS. Coll. Nov. This utanutript in 
foli cotitains; I. Controverſia inter Do- 
« minum Withelmum de Wykeham & 
« Magiſtros Hoſpitalis Sanctæ Eructs pro- 
pe Wyatt, II. Injunctiones fate Pri- 
ori & Conventui Eccleſiæ Cathedralis 
Wynton. poſt tertiam viſitationem Do- 
dc mini;“ and in like manner, Inj unctions 
to all the Religious Houſes of the Aug 
tine and Benedictine Orders throug otit | 
the Dioceſe of Wincheſter.  Harpsfield : 
takes notice of theſe in junctions, but wri- 
ting from his men. he gives no very 
exact account of them. Martin repreſents 
them as a regular treatiſe of eccleſi- 
aſtical diſcipline and the monaſtic life: he 
gueſſbd ſo from Harpsfield's account, and 
from the three firſt words of the firſt 1 in- 
junction, Paſtorem vigilare oportet,” 
which was all that he had ever ſeelff of 
them. This MS: alſo belonged to Wyke- 
ham himſelf; for the injunctions are*the' 
W aer corrected. came after= 


ward 
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ward into the hands of Robert Shir- 
born, Maſter of St. Croſs hoſpital, after- 
wards Biſhop of Chicheſter. The mar- 
ginal notes throughout the book are in 
his hand writing, as appears by the note 


at the beginning in the ſame hand; viz. 


« Ro. Shirborn cuſtos fuit iſtius hoſ- 
40 Pitalis an. r. H. vii. viiivo, nono, de- 
« cimo. & inchoavit undecimum , de reſi- 
« duo 1 DD 
Liber H. Coll. Wint. An ancient 
leger- book belon ging to Wincheſter col- 
lege, marked with the letter H; contain- 
Ing records and evidences of various kinds, 
relating to the firſt foundation and en- 
dowment of the college. be | 
Rot. Parl. The Rolls of Parliament pre- 
ſerved in the Tower of London. A com- 
pleat copy of them, with ſeveral other 
 MSS. was given to the library of Queens 
College in Oxford, by Sir Joſeph Wil- 
liamſon, Secretary of ſtate in Charles the 
IId's time. By the favour of that learned 
Socigty, the author had the uſe of as ma- 
ny volumes of them as vs had occaſion to 
conſult. | = 
Rot. Pat. Tanner. The learned and 


moſt accurate antiquary Dr. Tanner, late 
| Biſhop 


PREFACE. n 


-Biſhop of Norwich, made extracts from 
the Patent Rolls in the Tower of grants. to 
William of Wykeham, which he commu- 
nicated in the year 1732, to Dr. Coxed 
then Warden of N ew- college. Theſe ex- 
tracts of the Biſhop are cited as above with 


'his name added. 
Ms. Rymer. Beſide the collection of 


records publiſhed by Rymer, there was a 


great number of records tranſcribed and 
digeſted by him into proper order, but 


not publiſhed, being ſuch as were ſuppoſed 
to be of leſs general uſe. This manu- 
| ſcript collection conſiſts of fifty-nine large 


volumes in folio; which were deſigned to 


be repoſited in the Cotton library. The 


contents of each volume, and the titles of 
the ſeveral records in each, are given at the 
end of the XVII"® volume of the printed 


Collection. Theſe ſeem to have been whol- 
ly neglected by our late hiſtorians, though 


with regard to perſonal hiſtory and inci- 


dental matters they may perhaps be of 


equal uſe with the printed volumes. They 


were ſome years ago in the hands of 8a- 


muel Burroughs, Eſq; Maſter in Chance- 


ty, and one of the Truſtees for the Cotton 
n It i is preſumed they will now be 


2: reſtored - 
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. reſtored to their proper place in the Bris N 


tiſh Muſeum. 
There are hardly any of the reſt of the 


authorities but what will be ſufficiently 
known and underſtood of themſelves as 
they“ are referred to. | 
Though no inconſiderable progreſs has 
been here already made in collecting ma- 
terials from the Public Records; namely, 
from the parliament rolls and the patent 
rolls, which may well be ſuppoſed to have 
afforded more, and thoſe of more uſe and 


importance, than any others are like to 


do; and in ſome degree from all the reſt 
by means of the colledtions of Rymer, 
both printed and manuſcript ; yet it is nat 
to be doubted, but that a further ſearch 
in the ſeveral public offices would ſupplypar- 
ticular facts — unknown, that might 
give new light as well into the general ſtate 
of the affairs of thoſe times, as into Wyke= 


ham's perſonal hiſtory. In this perſuaſion 


the author ſtill had it in his view to try 
what might be done in this way: but he 
has never yet found ſufficient leiſure ar 
opportunity for an undertaking, which 
requires much of both, and which perhaps 


had better be wholly let alone, than neg= 
5 * 


ligently and ie htly performed; as a ſu- 
perficial and imperfect examination would 
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probably have little other effect, than to 5 


diſcour age all attempts of the like kind for 


the future. Much leſs can he think in 


his preſent ſituation of ever being able pro- 
perly to execute ſuch a deſign. He muſt 
therefore content himſelf with recom- 


mending it tg the two learned and flou- 


riſhing Societies of Wykeham's foundation, 
as a matter which principally and nearly 


concerns them, and which he is ſure they 


will be ready to promote to the utmoſt of 
their power, to conſider of the propereſt 
method of ſupplying this deficiency. Pers 


haps a ſuitable encouragement on their 


part, both as a ſupport of the expence 
and a reward of the labour of ſuch a 


ſearch, might induce ſome perſon of {kill 


and experience toundertake it. At preſent 
he hopes they will receive with candor and 
Indulgence theſe his endeavours; which 


were incited by no other motive than his 
earneſk deſire of xpreſſing in the beſt man- 
ner he was ableFhis ſenſe of the great ob- 
ligations which he has to their Founder 
and to Them. The ground at leaſt is 


cleared, a foundation laid, and ſomething 
mY c "2 0 


— 
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of a plan given; and the materials here col- 
lected and diſpoſed with all the exactneſs 
he is capable of, will ſo far be of uſe, 
conſidered only as materials. If to theſe 
any conſiderable acceſſion ſhould ever be 
made from the ſtores above-mentioned, 
he is perſuaded there will not be wanting 
in thoſe Societies, ſuch as will be ready and 
able to make the proper uſe of them, and 
to ſet them forth to the beſt advantage; 
that ſo the hiſtory of theif pious and mu- 
nificent Founder may be ↄne day rendered 
in every reſpect as compleat, as the nature 
and condition of the ſubject, ſo long © too 


much — 1 now admit. 
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ſelves by their beneficence and public ſpi- 


_— 
— — — 
x" Y * = . ” — 
— 
* 


W is due to the public 1 in PRs and, 


rit; by their endeavours to do good to 
their own age, and to paſterity; to their 


country, and to mankind. In this caſe at 
leaſt, it is not merely the effect of an idly 


inquiſitive diſpoſition, nor does it propoſe to 
itſelf only an empty amuſement: it par- 
takes in ſome meaſure, of the ſame gene- 
rous principle which engages its attention; 


perhaps it ariſes from a mind poſſeſſed with 
a ſenſe of benefits received, and is no im- 
proper exertion of that love, reſpect, and 


gratitude, which is due to the author of 


them. The ſubject of the following pages, 
may, I preſume, in this reſpect, merit the 
attention of ſuch as have a due regard for 


the memory of a man, who, beſides his 
high ſtation and great abilities in public 


affairs, was an eminent example of gene- 


roſity and munificence; and much more 
of thoſe, who have felt the beneficial in- 


fluence of his liberality, who have been. 


or actually are, partakers of his bounty. 


It is indeed principally for the ſake of theſe 
latter that the preſent inquiry has been un- 
dertaken: it will be purſued with that care, 


and fidelity, and ſtrict regard to truth, 


5 


for 
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for the ſatisfaction of theſe in particular, 
even with what may perhaps be eſteemed. 
by others a minute and ſcrupulous exact- 


neſs; in confidence that their veneration 


for the name of Wykeham, their generous ' 
Benefactor, will make every thing that re- 
lates to him intereſting, and will not ſuffer 
them to think any particularities jejune, 
trifling, or inſignificant, that in any wiſe 
tend to reſcue his memory from oblivion, 
to verify his hiſtory, or to vindicate his cha- 


raCter. 
William Wykeham, or of Wykeham, 


(for he uſes both ways of expreſſing 


his name, but commonly the latter, ) was 


born at Wykeham in Hampſhire, in the 


year MCCCxx1v, in the 18th year of Ed- 
ward the Second: conſequently after the 
7th of July, from which the years of Ed- 
ward the Second 1 and before the 


* He calls bitnſelf William Wykeham, not De Wyke- - 
ham, i in his Will ; as alſo ſometimes in his own Regiſter : 
he is. ſo call'd in Regiſtr, Edyngdon; and in Rotuli 
Computus Coll. Nov. Oxon. an. 1 381; andin a 
Book of the Church of Wincheſter, Ne I. very often. 


A qua villa (ſays Chaundeler, M S in Biblioth. Coll. 


Nov. pag. 15.) cognomen eſt ſortitus, ut etiam a 
« pleriſque Wilhelmus Wykeham appellaretur :” xx" nat - 
De Wykeham ; as I ſuppoſe he means. - | 

2 Brevis n & Chaundeler. Ibid. 


D 2 1 27th 
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27th of September of the ſame year; for 
on that day of the year Mccccrv, on which 
he died, he is ſaid to have been fully : or 
above, + eighty years old. _ 

It is commonly ſappoſed that he tack | 
his name from the place of his birth, ac- 
_ cording to a cuſtom much in uſe in thoſe 
times, when ſurnames were not ſo appro- 
priated to families as to defcend regularly 
from father to ſon as they now do. There 
are however ſome circumſtances, which at 
firft ſight ſeem to afford us ſufficient reaſon 
to doubt of this. We meet with ſeveral 
of his kindred, living at the fame time with 
him, who bore the ſame name: Nicholas 
8 : Arehdeacon of . 


Tractatus in vet. t. Regiſtr. coll. Wint. 

FBrevis Chronica, & Chaundeler, pag. 84. 
Nicholas Wykeham, Clerk, Prebendary of Maple- 
durham in the church of Boſeham, Chicheſter Dioceſe, 
in 1370; Archdeacon of Wincheſter, 1372 ; which he 
reſigned and became Archdeacon of Wilts, 1382 
Warden of St. Ncholas's Hoſpital Portſmouth, on the 
death of Richard Wykeham, 11 Rector of Witteney 
Lincoln Dioceſe, being then L. L. D. 1 378; Warden 
of New College Oxford, 1 379 ; reſigned it, 1389 , Maſ- 
ter of St. Cross Hoſpital ; refigned 1 it, 1392. 'Ordain'd 
Accolite and Subdeacon, 1379; Prieſt, 1383. ' He was 
| alfo Prebendary of Tymberbury in the Church of 
— Wincheſter Dioceſe, Regiſtr. Wykeham. 
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and Warden of New College, whom * he | 


S expreſsly calls his kinſman. Richard de 
r Wykeham 7, Warden of St. Nicholas's / 


Hoſpital Portſmouth ; the ſame probably 
with Richard Wykeham, call'd likewiſe 

his kinſman in the Rolls of Accompt of 
New College in the Year 1377: John 

_ Wykeham *, Rector of Mapledurham in 
the dioceſe of Wincheſter; who is men- 

| tioned in his will among his kindred, and 
was admitted as ſuch Fellow of his 
College. Add to theſe William, Tho- 
mas, and John Wykeham, admitted like- 
wiſe Fellows of his College in the years 
1387, 1390, and 1395, reſpectively; who“ 

were his great nephews, the ſons of his 
niece Alice, the wife of William Perot, 


V 


b "PP ⁰;1 


w 


© See Appendix, No KX. | 
7 Regiſtr. Wykeham, bes 8 
V ® Ordained Kone and Subdeacon in 1 95 3 at that 
time Rector of Stockton, Sarum Dioceſe; afterward of 
Mapledurham, (or Buriton) Caulborne, Brighteſton, 
and South-Waltham, ſucceſſively. Regiſtr. Wykeham. 
_. » Regiſtr. Coll. Nov. ; 3 
11üö« \ ants Lo ion 
See Appendix, No J. II. III. and IV. William the 
eldeſt Brother probably died before the Biſbop with- 
out iſſue, upon which Thomas the ſecond Brother be- | 
came the Biſhop's heir: John the youngeſt died Fellow _ WW. 
of New College, Civilian, in the year 1398. Regiſtr, 3 


Coll, Nov . 
B 3 and 


3 3 
e 
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er 
and took his ſurname inſtead of their fa- 
ther'ss His kinſman John Fyvyan * paid 
him the ſame compliment, and relinquiſhed 
his own name for that of Wykeham. Both 
theſe inſtances ſeem to make it ſtill more 
probable, that it was ſomething more 
than a caſual name taken from the place 
of his birth. He mentions his Father 
and Mother only by their Chriſtian 
names, John and Sybill : if their ſur- 
name had been different from that which 
he bore himſelf, it would have been natu- 
ral, if not neceſlary, to have mentioned it; 
if the ſame, there was plainly no occaſion 
of expreſſing it, as implied of courſe, = 

I meet with a Note in the Firſt Regiſter 
of New College, which if it does not 
EEC C.-.. * 

3 Call'd Johannes Wykeham, aliter dictus Fyvyan, 
Regiſtr. Wykeham, Part I. fol. 121. In the Year 1379, 
and 1380, he was ordained Accolite and Subdeacon by 
the name of John Fyvyan only; afterward went by the 
name of Wykeham. He was Rector of Eabberbury, 
then of Crondale upon his Reſignation of the former; 
afterward of Broughton, Dioc. Linc. preſented by Wil- 
| liam of Wykeham as Patron. Regiſtr. Wykeham, He 
appears to have been his kinſman by Regiſtr. Coll. Nov. 
and in his will is placed among his kindred. | | 
In the Statutes of both his Colleges. They are ſo 
called likewiſe in Brev. Chron. and in Tractat. in Vet. 
Regiſtr. Coll. Wint. and in MS. Coll. Wint. 1 5 
At the bottom of the laſt page of the Book, called 

| 1 „ Liber 
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confirm this opinion, that Wykeham was 
properly his family- name „yet ſhews at 
leaſt that it is not altogether new and un- 


precedented. It is in the following terms: 


* Hyt ps welle to be prooved that wpl- 


* Ipam wykeham bysshope off wpn- 
«© ton was borne in a towne in Hamps 

there called wnkeham, and that hys 
_< graunt fathers name was wykeham, 
although there hathe bin ſome doute 

ok hps fathers name,” The hand- 
writing as well as the expreſſion of this 


Note carries with it evident marks of age : 
and yet upon due conſideration I do not 


think it to be of ſufficient antiquity to give 
it any great weight in determining the pre- 
ſent queſtion. 


And after all, we muſt have a care, leſt, 


being prepoſſeſſed with notions taken from 
our own | wins. we 5 ſhould be led into 


Liber Albus. The — entries of the * page b 


date 1456, and 1457. At the ſide of this Note is written 


in another hand, . An old note concerning our Founder. 
This laſt handwriting appears in ſeveral parts of the 


Book, in the margin, &c. and is Warden Culpeper 85 


1573 and 1599) as is plain from fol. 2. 


23 Harpsfield, who was educated i in both Wy Wb 8 | 
Colleges, is of this opinion : See bis Hiſt, Eccleſiſt. F 


pag. 550. 


or ſome other perſon's in his time, (that is, . : 


EE 


„ 38) 


1 THE LIE or 


error in our reaſonings upon thoſe of for. 
mer times. If we conſider the uncertain 

| Nate of family-names at the time of the 
birth of Wykeham, we ſhall not think it 
ſtrange that there ſhould be ſuch doubt 
with regard to the ſurname of his family, 
or even if it ſhould appear that he had 
properly no family n: name at all. Surnames 
were introduced into England by the Nor- 
mans at the Conqueſt; * But certain it is, 
« 7 ſays Camden, that as the better ſort, even 
from the Conqueſt, by little and little, 
took ſurnames; ſo they were not ſettled 
* among the common people fully until 
* about the time of Edward the 589 571 
As we muſt allow Wykeham to have been 
what the Romans called novus homo, ſo 
, With regard to his ſurname, he might per- 
* haps be —_— and literally the fir ſt 4 0 
family. 3 
„Upon the whole, therefore, 15 canzibt 
lp giving credit to the teſtimony of a 
Pedigree of Wykeham's family, preſerved 
in an ancient Regiſter of Wincheſter Col- 
lege, Which mentions 1 e by the 


— 


7 See Gander: e pag. 106. Sc. | 
Bo See Appendix, Ne . | | 
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name of John Longe; which, whether it 73 
| was the proper ſurname of the family, or 
a perſonal bye-name given him on ac- 
—— of his ſtature; (in which caſe his true 
ſurname might be Aas, the ſame that was 
borne by his brother Henry ;) tis neither 
material nor poſſible to determine. This 
Pedigree muſt' be allowed to be of good 
authority, as it was drawn up in the next 
age to that of Wykeham himſelf, as it is 
in many particulars confirmed by collateral 
evidence, and as there does not appear any 
reaſon to queſtion the truth and exactneſß 
of any part of it. Whatever elſe has been 
alledged on this ſubject ought to be of 
little account: it is a point that muſt be 
determined by authority and evidence; and 
the authority of this Pedigree ſeems ſuffi- 
cient to maintain itſelf againſt all argus 
ments whatſoever, that are 'only founded 
on probable ſuppoſition and conjecture. 
His parents were perſons of good re- 
putation and character; but in mean'cir= | | 
canine It has been ſaid, that he Ta: 
N See allo Appendix, Ne XVIII. 1 


FT ractat. in Vet. Reg. Gall. Wint, Brer. Chron. & 
Chaundler, pag. 15. 


> See below th e quotations r chere; and Ee. : 
yum Malverne, 25 5 | } 


"> IP him- 
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himſelf, or ſome of his anceſtors were of 
ſervile condition: that is, had been Te- 
nants in Villenage, or had held lands by 
certain cuſtoms and ſervices owed to the 
Lord; which is conſidered as a kind of 
Servitude or Bondage by our Laws, and 
which was at that time, for the moſt part, 
the ſtate and condition of the bulk of the 
common people of England. However, 
of his mother we are particularly informed, 
that ſhe was well- born, and of a gentle- 
man's family: which is moreover confirmed 
by the Pedigree before mentioned. The 
number of his cotemporary relations which 
we meet with occaſionally mentioned, and 
upon undoubted authority, is ſurpriſingly 
great, conſidering the diſtance of time and 
the obſcurity in which this part of his hiſ- 
tory lies; and ſeems to prove, that he was 
not of ſuch very low extraction as ſome 
authors have repreſented him. They ap- 


„ Cyjus ortus. primordia ex parte matris nomine 
& Sibillz generoſa proſapia natalibus legis [forſan, le- 
4% gitimis] inſignivit: pater vero ejus, Johannes nomi- 
* ne, progenitorum libertate dotatus, honeſtum mori- 
bus & geſturis ſe omnibus exhibebat.” Tractat. in 
Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. It is afterwards faid of both his 
parents, that they were © honeſti genere. Ibid. _ 


+ See Appendix, No XVIII TE. on 
os pear 


e 
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pear in general to have been perſons of re- 


putable condition, and of a middle ſtation 
in life. On the other hand, I ſee no rea- 


ſon for rating his family higher: I am even 

inclined to think that he himſelf-diſclaimed _ 

all further pretenſions. The celebrated Mot- 
to which he added to his Arms, (of which 
4 probably he might have received a grant 


The ſaid Biſhoppe bare his Arms diverſly at 
e two ſondry tymes, as the Seals thereof, ſhewed by 


« Sir Richard, Fynes, teſtify. Before he was Biſhoppe, 
* when as yet he was but archdeacon of Lincolne, he 
6 ſealed but with one cheveron in his Armes between 


te three roſes: but after, when he was advanced to they 
* Biſhoppricke, he ſealed with two cheverons between 


* three roſes: and ſo ar generally known to this day 
* to be his without contradiftion.—— lt hath been de- 
* maunded of me by the ſayd learned Menne, whether 


the Armes which the ſaid Biſhoppe uſed were gyven 
« unto him in reſpe&t of his dignity Epiſcopall, 
6 or were boren by him before, as receyved from 
his aunceſtry and race. Whereunto I conlde not 
s anſwer affirmatyvely, becauſe I had never ſeen. mat- 
d ter of the firſt allowance of them. But havynge read 
« certyne learned wryters opinions of the 7 : 


ilis condi- 


“ which do agree in this, that he was 
« tionis, and that he was called Wykeham, à loco unde 


© natus /t & non a parentibus : as it is alſo affirmed in 


„ the Chapter of his Lyf befare alleadged, wherein 
* alſo his father called John is ſayd to be progenizorum 


Cn 


© bertino natus I was moved to thinke, as I told them, 


$ that thoſe Armes came not to him by deſcent. And 


© agayne, 


« litertate dotatus : and he himſelf by Ranulph Monke 
of Cheſtre being noted to be libertinus, vel a patre li. 
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wen he began to riſe in the world) Jima 
gin 


e was intended by him to intimate ſome- 


thing of this kind: Manners maknth 
Man: the true meaning of which, as he 


deſigned it, I preſume to be, tho' it has 


| commonly been underſtood otherwiſe, That 
a man's real worth is to be eſtimated, not 
from the outward and accidental advanta- 


ges of birth, rank, and fortune, but from 


the endowments of his mind, and his mo- 
ral qualifications. In this ſenſe it bears a 
proper relation to his arms, and contains 
a juſt apology for thoſe enſigns of his news 


ly acquired dignity. Conſcious to himſelf 


that his claim to honour is unexceptionable, 
as founded upon truth and reaſon, he, _ 


” agayne, behouldinge Fa Armes Sete with one 
* and then after with two cheverons, gue guidem figna 


te per Carpentarios & domorum factores olim portaban. ur, 
« as Nicholas Upton wryteth, and comparing 1— 


to the quality of the berar, who i is ſayd to have ha 


* his chiefe preferment for his {kjll in Architecture, 
« Frat enim reg: Edwardo III. in principio a fabricis eo 
* guod erat ingenioſus & architectura "deleftatus, as Dr, 


„ Caius maketh mention in his baokes dz antiquitate 
0 Cantabrigienſis Academiee : I was alfo induced to thinke 
1 per conjecturam Heraldicam, that the Biſhop himſelf 


% was the firſt berar of them.” Report of Robert 
Glover, Somerſett Herald, to Lord Treaſurer Burghle 
concerning the diſpute between Sir Richard Fiennes 5 


Humphrey Wickham Eſq; dated March 1572. MS. Ant, | 


Wood. No, * in Muſzo Aſnmoleano Oxon. 
a man- 


A 
7 
"1 
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a manner, makes his appeal to the world; ; 
alledging; that neither high birth, to which 


he makes no pretenſions, nor high ſtation, 
upon which he does not value himſelf, but 


Virtue alone is true Nobility.” ry 
It ſeems to be agreed on all hands, that 


| his parents were in ſuch narrow circum- 


| ſtances, that they could not afford to give 


their ſon a liberal education. However, * 
this deficiency was ſupplied by ſome ge- 
nerous b who maintained him at 


| ſchool at | Wincheſter, where he was in- 


ſtructed in Grammatical learning. Here 


he gave early proofs of his piety and his 
diligence. It has always been ſuppoſed, 
rather from a common tradition than from 
any authentic account that I can meet 
with, that Wykeham's firſt and great Be- 
nefactor was Nicholas Uvedale Lord of the 


Manor of Wykeham, and Governor of 


Wincheſter Caſtle, an officer of great note 
in thoſe days. After he had * through 


s Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll Wine Brer. Chron 
Chaundler ibid. | | 


7 MS. Coll. Wint. 
5 Thi & Tractat. in Vet. Reg. N . 
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his ſchool ed acation, he was taken into ö 


his patron's family, and became his Secre- 


tary. That he was Secretary to the Con- 
ſtable of Wincheſter Caſtle, is all that we 
find mentioned in the moſt ancient ? writers, 


He is ſaid to have been. afterwards re- 


commended by Uvedale to Edyngdon * 


Biſhop of Wincheſter, and by both to 
have been made known to King Edward 


the Third. . 
The later Writers of Wykeham's Life, 


have generally mentioned his removing 
from Wincheſter to Oxford to proſecute |, 
his ſtudies, and that he continued there 


almoſt ſix years. They ſeem to have no 
ſufficient authority for what they ſay. The 
Writers neareſt his time make no men- 


tion of his being at Oxford at all, or 


rather pd the contrary. i * muſt 


o Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev. Chron, 


Channdler. | 
: Edyngdon Biſhop of Wincheſter conſtitutes William 


de Wykeham his Attorney to take poſſeſſion of certain 


lands, &c. Decmeber 1oth, 26. Ed. 3. L135 2.] And 


Henry Sturmy of Elvecham conſtitutes him likewiſe 


his Attorney to deliver ſeiſin of certain lands, &c. to 


Bp. Edyngdon, October 12th the ſame year. Lib. H. 


&& Wint. fol. 252, & 249. Which makes it proba- 
e that he Was in a 8 N as is commonly 
— 

here 
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| here give the Reader what Chaundeler ſays 


to this purpoſe in his own words: II- 


lum Speculativa (Sapientia) minime for- 


fan occupavit : perhibetur enim nec Ar- { 


« tium, nec Theologiz, ſed nec utrorumque 
« Juriam' ſcolas exercuiſſe - quomꝭdo po- 
_ « tuit ab inopi & pauperrima ductus paren- 

« tela fine exhibitione ſcolas aut literarum 
M8 „„ ſtadium ?—de Practica vero 
© —vir ſumme ſapiens.“ Which I think 
is as much as to ſay 1 in expreſs terms, that 


he never ſtudied in any Univerſity. Chaun- 


deler, who within about fifty years after 
the death of Wykeham, was Warden 
of New College and Chancellor of the 
Univerſity of Oxford, might at that time 
have eaſily known whether he had ever 


ſtudied there or not, by conſulting the 


»Univerſity- Regiſters. Beſides it does not 
appear that he ever had any Academical 
Degree, nor is there the leaſt tradition of 
his having e ae to 4 po Eur So- 
ciety there. 5 
The above paſſage of Cha WED gives 
us the real character of Wykeham with 

reſpect to his Learning; and lays open to 


us the true and only foundation of that 5 


OY which has been delivered down 
from 


16 .F H E 451 P E 0 *. 
from Py times, and has received many 
additional circumſtances from the invention 
of later Writers; that Wykeham was an 
Illiterate Perſon. One that after having 
been chiefly employed for ſeveral years in 
ſecular Kffairs, and without having ever 
22 through the uſual courſe of Academi- 
ſhould become a Clergyman, 
| —_— — with moſt parts of truly 
uſeful knowledge, yet ſuch as a Schools : 
were then entirely unacquainted 
would of courſe be looked upon At tent - 
in a principal part t of a Clerical, that is, ö 
according to = opinion of thoſe times, 
of a Learned Education. But whoever | 
conſiders the miſerable State of Learning 
in general, and in in the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, in that age, will not 
think it any diſadvantage to him to have 
been led into a different courſe of Studies. 
T was juſt at the time when Wyke- 
bam muſt have been at the Univerſity. of 
Oxford, if he had ever been there at all, 
chat certain Logical contentions turning 
merely upon words ſo far prevailed, as to 
divide the Scholars into er petua e 


a * See Ant, Wood, Alf Dai Oxon, ad an. 36. 
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and to become almoſt the only object of 


their ſtudies and attention. The Nominals 
liſted themſelves under the ſtandard of 


Occham the Invincible Doctor, in oppo- 
 fition to the Reals; the Followers of Duns 


Scotus, entitled the Subtile Doctor. This 
occaſioned the revival of the old quarrels 


between the Northern and Southern men: 


the former, for want of a better reaſon as 


3 ſeems, n themſelves to the party 


ountryman Scotus ; and conſe- 

. the latter, out of mere ſpirit of 
oppoſition, ſiding with Occham. The 

_ conſequence of theſe diſputes was not only 
the eſtabliſhing in the Schools an unintel- 
ligible Jargon, (the thing that is chiefly 
meant at this time when they talk of know- 
ledge and learning) but the introducing a 


ſcandalous barbarity and brutality of man- 


ners into the place appropriated to the 


ſtudies of humanity and politeneſs. The 
parties in their madneſs ſoon tranſgreſſed 
the bounds of Academical diſputation, and 
came to blows : they had frequent battles, 


which generally ended in bloodſhed, Six 


years ſpent at the Univerſity juſt at this 


time, and in that part of life in which 
5 n of all kinds take the faſteſt hold 


= eo. and 


it 
[+ 
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and make the moſt laſting impreſſion; 
might have unhappily given a wrong turn 

to a perſon of as great genius, as extenſive. 
knowledge, and as found judgement, as 
any which that age produced. As he had 

a a capacity that would probably have car- 
Tried him to the top of any profeſſion into 

| which he might have chanced to have been 

_ thrown, he might indeed have become an 
eminent Schoolman, an Irrefragable per- 

| haps, or even a Seraphic Doctor: but we 
ſhould have abſolutely loſt the great Stateſ- | 
man, and the generous Patron and pro- 

moter of true learning. 5 
was certainly for abilities very different - 
from what were commonly attained at that 
time in the Univerſity that Wykeham was 
recommended to Edward the Third. He 

is faid * to have been brought to Court, 


and d 


u Bjennio vel triennio ela pſo, poſt annum s. cceilcer 
« ztatis ſuæ viceſimum, tranſlatus eſt in curiam domini 
e regis Edvardi III.“ Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. 
The following paſſage likewiſe ſpeaks of his having 
been engaged in the King's ſervice very early in his 
life, and contains an ample teſtimony of his merits. 
« Attendentes præterea ejuſdem Epiſ. probitatis pre- 
tc clara merita ac obſequia fructuoſa, quæ ipſe a juvenili 
<« ztate tam Avo & Patri noſtris prædictis, dum vixe- 
5 88 * etiam — Poſtquam ad regale faſti- 


« gium 
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and placed there in the King's ſervice, when 
he was about two or three and twenty 


years of age. What employment he had 


there at this time, (if he was really em- 


ployed by the King ſo ſoon) I cannot ſay: 


for the firſt office which he appears upon 


record to have borne was that of Clerk of 


all the King's works in his Manors of Henle 


and Yeſhampſted. The Patent confer- 


ring this office upon him is dated the roth 
of May, 13 56. The * 3oth of October 


following he was made Surveyor of the 
King's works at the Caſtle and in the Park 


of Windſor. By this Patent he had powers 
given him to preſs all ſorts of Artificers, 
and to provide ſtone, timber, and all 


bother materials, and carriages. He had 
one ſhilling a day while he ſtayed at Wind- 


ſor, two ſhillings when he went elſewhere 
on his employment, and three ſhillings 4 


* gium aſcendimus, multipliciter n ipſis ac 
nobis in dicti regni & negotioram ejuſdem operoſo 
* regimine conſiliis & auxiliis opportunis continue ac 
fideliter aſſiſtendo, maximos utrobique ſuſtinendo la- 
o bores pariter et expenſas.”—Preamble to a Licence 
of Mortmain granted to his Colleges. Dat. Jun. 16, 

13. R. 2. Rot. Pat. MS. Rymer. R. 2. Vol. 3. P. 208, 
— Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 122. 
Rot. Pat. 30. Ed. 3. Tanner. 

5 Ls and Aſhmole, Inſtit. Ord. Garter, p. 1 28, 

C 2 week 


A 
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| week for his Clerk. On * the ik of 


November, 1357, he received a grant from 


the King of one ſhilling a day payable at 
the exchequer over and above his former 
Wages and ſalary, "Twas ' by the advice 
and perſuaſion of Wykeham that the King 
6 Rot. Pat. 31. Ed. 3. Tanner. 


7 6 Circa annum domini 1359, Dominus Rex adi in- 
1 ſtigationem Wilhelmi Wykeham Clerici in caſtro de 


«© Wyndeſhore multa bona ædificia fecit proſterni, & alia 


' © plura pulchra & ſumptuoſa ædificari; omnes fere la- 
* thonii & carpentarii per totam Angliam ad illam ædi- 
* ficationem fuerunt adducti, ita quod vix aliquis po- 
e tuit habere aliquem bonum lathonium vel carpen- 
« tarium niſi in abſcondito propter regis prohibitionem. 
< Fuerat autem diftus Wilhelmus Wykeham de infimo 
genere, ut puta, ut dicebatur, ſervilis conditions ; 
tamen fuit multum aſtutus, & vir magnæ induſtriæ. 


videns qualiter poſſet regi placere & illius benevo- 


ce lentiam adipiſci, conſuluit regi diftum caſtrum de 
& Wyndeſhore taliter ſicut hodie patet intuenti ædi- 
« ficare ; & infra modicum tempus poſtea unum no- 
« vum caſtrum in inſula de Shepeye juxta mare & mer- 
ec catum ibi conſtituere; licet locus ille ad hoc fuerat 
c male diſpoſitus. Propter quod Dominus Rex multis 
“ bonis & pinguibus beneficiis ipſum Wilhelmum ditavit, 


& infra breve tempus poſt ſuum ſecretum Sigillum 


fecit portare, & ſuccedente tempore ut eſſet Wynton 
« Epiſ. procuravit; & tandem ad ſui honoris cumulum 
ce Cancellarium Angliæ ipſum conſtituit ; ut verificaretur 
c jllad, Sic honorabitur quem Rex vult honorare.” 
Continuatio Chronici Ranulphi per Johannem Malverne 
ab an. dom. 1326, ad an. 1394. MS. in Biblioth. Coll. 
Corp. Chriſt. Cantab. I give: the whole that this Au- 
thor has relating to William of Wykebam, as it has 
not oe been — 


was 
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was induced to pull down great part of 
the Caſtle of Windfor, and to rebuild it 
in the magnificent manner in which it now 
appears; and the execution of this great 
work he committed intirely to him. Wyke- 
ham had likewiſe the ſole direction of 
the building of Queenbourough Caſtle : - 
the difficulties ariſing from the nature of 
the ground, and the lowneſs of the ſitu- 
ation, did not diſcourage him from advi- 
ſing and undertaking this work; and in 
the event they only ſerved to diſplay more 
_ evidently the {kill and abilities of the Ar- 
chitect. 
Wykeham acquitted himſelf ſo much to 
the King's ſatisfaction in the execution of 
theſe employments, that he gained a con- 
ſiderable place in his maſter's favour, and 
grew daily in his affections: * for from 
| +6 3 ; | hence- 


Item Ms. Coll. Wint. | 

9 There is a ſtory commonly told upon this acct 
which think deſerves but little regard, as it ſeems to ſtand 
on no better foundation than ſome popular tradition. 
I ſhall give it here in the words of Arch- -Biſhop Parker, 
who as far as I can find is the firſt that relates it. Qui- 
dam narrant Wickamum extructa arce Windſorina in 
interiori quodam pariete hæc verba, quæ latine tam 
_ © appoſite & facete exprimi nequeunt, ile ulpſiſſe: This 
made Wickam. Hoc fecit Wickam. Quæ locutio 
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22 THE LIFE OP 
henceforth we find the King continually 
| heaping upon him preferments both civil 


and eccleſiaſtical, It ſeems to have been | 


< all along his deſign to take upon him Holy 


Orders: he is ſtyled! Clericus in all the 
above-mentioned Patents; I find him call- 
ed ſo as early as the year 1352. He had as 
yet only the Clerical Tonſure, or ſome of 


the lower Orders. The firft Eccleſiaſtical | 


Preferment which was conferred upon him, 
was the Rectory of Pulham in Norfolk by 


the King's Preſentation : it is dated the 


zoth of November, 1357. He met with 


ſome difficulties with regard to this Prefer- 
ment, from the court of Rome; where. 


ce in Anglicana lingua, que caſibus raro diſcriminatur, 
<« tam ambigua eſt, ut incertum ſit, utrum is arcem an 
< arx eum effeciſſet. Hoc regi a calumniatoribus qui- 


* buſdam in ejus invidiam ita delatum eſt, ut quaſi 


« Wickamus omnem extructi xdificit laudem ſibi ar- 


* roganter vindicaret. Quod cum rex iniquo animo 


« tuliſſet, eique probroſe objeciſſet: non ſibi tam 
c magnificæ regizque ſtructuræ laudes, ſed ſtructuræ 


es ſuas dignitates commoditateſque, adſcripſiſſe dixit. 


„Nec ego, inquit, hanc arcem, fed hæc arx me effecit, 
% & ab ima conditione ad regis gratiam, opes, atque 


* dignitates evexit. Cum hoc reſponſo adverſariorum 
„ calumniam vitaſſet, opibus & potentia crevit indies.” 


Antiq. Brit. Eccles. | 
Lid. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 252. 
Kot. Pat. 31. Ed. 3. Tanner, 


fore 
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fore he * received from the King on the 
16th of April, 13 59, a grant of Two hun- 
red pounds a year over and above his for- 
mer appointments, until he ſhould get 

quiet poſſeſſion of the Church of Pulham, 
or ſome other Benefice to the value of one 
hundred marks. This diſpute, whatever 


it was, was not ſettled till two years after- - 


ward; when * on the 1oth of July, 1361, 

- he bag from the King a new preſentation 
to Pulham. On the 1ſt of March, 13 58-9, 
he was preſented by the King to the Pre- 


bend of Flixton in the Church of Lich- 


field: this * he exchanged for ſome other 
| Benefice with John de Waltham, in No- 
vember, 1361. On ' the 1oth of July, 1359, 
he was conſtituted Chief Warden and Sur- 
veyor of the King's Caſtles of Windſor, 
Ledes, Dover, and Hadlam ; and of the 
Manors of Old and New Windſor, Wiche- - 
mer, and ſeveral other Caſtles, Manors, 
and Houſes, and of the Parks belonging 
to them : with power to appoint all work- 
men, to provide materials, and to order 
Rot. Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner. | 
Kot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
5 Rot. Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner. 


s Willis, Survey of Cathedrals, | | 
Kot. Pat, 3 3. Ed. 3. Tanner. and Aſhmole, ibid. 


C4 every 


a 8 — 
— - ————7§r—.—]Ü—˙¹ö gn rn I ne — — — 


—ç— 4 
— nas. eee Sr — 


— 


t 
* 
© 
e 
4 
7 N 
+" ff 
WT 1 q 
\ * 
i 
= 
4} 

Q 
a 
3H 
wi 
itt 
44 # 
af 

} 

KI 

4 
£24 

Y 
be! 

o 4 
er” 
1 
. 
th 
ny 
* . 

4 

it 
14 

* 
Nie 
1 

N 1:4 
N. 14 
ra. 
Ws | 
. 

N 
„ 

7 
* 

N <4 U 
we 
n 
ts ? N 

1 
RM 
- 4 

N 

1 i 

1 

\s N 
"3M 
1 
i 

E v4 3 
FT 4 

#338 
: 

2 . 
we. 1 

1 : 

fY 
„ 

4 

* 
bk "4 
Ah! 
N 
ud 
4 

= 

* 
+} 

Ll 6 
* 

o y 

bl 
3 
v9 
K. 

4 

WR 

4 
hs 
l N 

1. 
4 
„ 
li 
by. 
U 
F 
1 

! 

bo 

[5 

j 
mY 


mas 


— 


2 THE L41/E OF. 
every thing, with regard to building and 
repairs ; and in thoſe Manors to hold Leets, 
and other Courts, Pleas of Treſpaſs nad 
Miſdemeanors, and to enquire of the King's 
liberties and rights. The King ſeems at 
this time to have been very intent upon 
carrying on his buildings at Windſor ; for 
we find that next year workmen were im- 
preſt in London, and out of ſeveral Coun- 
ties by writs directed to the Sheriffs, who 
were to take ſecurity of them, that they 
ſhould not leave Windſor without licence 
from Wykebam, # 
On the 5th of May, 1360, he had the | 
King's grant of the Deanry of the Royal 
Free Chappell, or Collegiate Church, of St. 
Martin Le Grand, London. He exchanged - 
this Deanry for the Prebend of Iwerne- _ 

minſtre in the Diaceſe of Sarum on the _ 

zd of October, 1361, Yet as he is ſtyled * 
"the year after Dean of St. Martin's, we 

muſt conclude that he was preſented to it 
again the ſecond time: and as he was 
admitted again to the Prebend of * 

4  Aſhmole, ibid. | 

9 Rot. Pat. 34. Ed. 3. Tanner. 


1 Regiſt. Edyngdon. part 1ſt. fol. 106. 


Regiſt. Edyngdon. part d. in Ordinationibus. 
0 Regi Mettord, fol. _ TT 


I ſuppoſe with the former) by preſentation 
from the King in the vacancy of the Ab- 


| bacy, (July ad, 1362) he probably had ex- 


changed it before for ſome other Benefice. 


He held the Deanry of St. Martin's about 
three years: during which time he ge- 


nerouſly rebuilt, * in a very handſome 


manner, and at a very great expence, the * 
Cloiſter of the Chapter-houſe and the body 


of the Church. 
Wykeham ” attended upon the King in 
the month of October, 1360, at Calais, 
when the Treaty of Bretigny was ſolemnly 


oaths of the Kings of England and France 
in perſon. In what character or office he 
waited on the King there I cannot lay : 

but he aſſiſted at this ceremony as a wit- 


neſs, and, as it ſeems, in pany of Public 
Notary, 


aſtical Preferments : he received from the 
+ Newcaurt's Repertorium, Vol. 1. pag. 424, & 427. 


Kc. quoted by Bp. Tanner Notit. Monaſt. page 297. 


5s «© Clauſtrum domus e, & corpus eccleſie, 1 
MS. Coll. Wint. 


7 Rymer. Fœdera. vel 6. pag. 2 34. 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 25 
in the monaſtery of 'Shaftſbury, (the ſame 


ratified, and confirmed by the reciprocal 


To proceed with the liſt of his Eccleſi- 


5 Newcourt, ibid. & Rot. Pat. pro rexdificatione 
capellæ, &c, per Willielmum Wykeham, tunc 1 


King 
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King grants of the following Dignltes, | 
which I ſet down in the order of time, 
with the date of each preſentation. A * 
Prebend in the Church of Hereford, . Julß 
rzth, 1361. A® Prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Abergwilly, July 16th ; and 
the ſame day, a * Prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Llandewy Breys, both in St. 
David's Dioceſe. A * Prebend in the Col- 
legiate Church of Bromyard, Hereford 
| Dioceſe, July 24th: this he quitted in 
October following. The + Prebend of 
Oxgate in the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul London, October iſt. A Prebend 
in the Monaſtery of Wherwell Winton 
Dioceſe, December 20. All theſe in the ſame 
year : in which likewiſe by preſentation 
from other hands he was admitted to the 


following Dignities. The * Prebend of 


VFatmenſter Overbury in the Church of Sa- 
libury, Auguft 16th ; The : Prebend of 


Kot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner. 

„ Ibid. 
I bid. 

. > Ibid. | | 
3 Newcourt's . vol. 2. p. 67. 
+ Rot, Pat 3 5 Ed. \ Tanner, 

_ 5 Ibid. 
6 Regiſtr. Metford. fol. 277. 
7 Ibid. fol. 28 * 


6 Wo For- 
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Fordin gton and Wriglington in the ſame, 
by exchange of the former, October gth : 
the * Prebend of Bedmiſter and Rateliff in 


the ſame, October 15th: the ꝰ Prebend of 


Totenhall in the Church of St. Paul Lon- 
don, December 1oth ; which he reſigned 


a few days after, and was again preſented 
1 it by the King in April following. He 
* was Canon of Lincoln in June, 1362: it 


was the Prebend of Sutton which he held 


in that Church. He * had the Rectories 


of Aſwardby, Wodeland, and Goſberkirk, 


| Lincoln Dioceſe : the latter of which he + 
exchanged for the Prebend of Langtoft in 
the Cathedral Church of York, this ſame - 


year : which he alſo quitted the next year 
for the Prebend of Laughton in the ſame 
Church. The * King gave him moreover, a 


Prebend in the Collegiate Church of Haſt- | 
ings, Chicheſter Dioceſe, February 17th, 


1362-3 ; a Prebend in St. Stephen's Chap- 


: pel 8 April 21ſt, 13033 the - —. 


Ibid. | | 
e Newcourt's Repertorium, Vol. 1. pag. 214. 
i Rymer. Fœdera. Vol. 6, pag. 372. | 

* Regiſt, Langham, fol. 12. 

3 Dr. Richardſon on Godwin, from Regiſt. Ginwel, 
Bp. Tanner ex Regiſtr. Eccleſiz Ebor, 

$ * Pat. 37. Ed. 3. Thager. | 
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28 THE LIFE OF 
Arch-Deaconry of Northampton, April : 


26th; the : Arch-Deaconry of Lincoln, May 


23d; on © accepting which he reſigned the 
former; and the Prepoſiture of Wells with 


the, Probemd annexed, December I 5th, the 


fame year. 


Some of the 3 Dignitie he was 


— of before he was in Holy Orders. 
He was admitted to the inferior Order of 
| Accolite on the 5th of December, 1361 


to the Order of Subdeacon, a Superior and 


Holy Order in the Church of Rome's ac- 


P 


count, on the 12th of March following; 
both by Edyngdon Biſhop of Wincheſter 


a in his Chappell at Southwark: and was 


there likewiſe ordained Prieſt by the ſame, 
June the 12th, 1362. It does not appear 


| when or by whom he was ordained Deacon, 


His advancement in the State ſtill kept 
pace with his preferment in the Church, 


Jn-* June, 1363, he was Warden and Juſ- 


ticiary of the n s Foreſts on this ſide 


Le Neve's Faſti. ex WE Bokyngham, | 

7 Regiſt. Edyngdon, part 2d. in Ordinationibus. : 

* Kennet's Parochial Antiquities,” pag. 497. He is 
call'd late Warden, &c. in Rot. Pat. 42. Ed. 3. Tanner, 
Which Patent contains a Releaſe and Acquittance from 
the King of all debts and demands on account of that 
office, | Index Rot. Pat. Biblioth. Cotton, Titus C2. 


Trent. 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 29 | 
Trent. On the 14th of March follow- 

ing, the King granted him an aſſignment 
of twenty ſlings a day out of the Ex- 
chequer. He was made Keeper of the 


Privy Seal on the 11th of May, 1364. 


And * within two years after he was made 
Secretary to the King. In May, 1365, he 
was commiſſioned by the King to treat of 
the Ranſom of the King of Scotland, and 
the prolonging of the Truce with the 
Scots, together with the Chancellor, Trea- 
ſurer, and the Earl of Arundel. Not le 
after this, he is called * Chief of the Privy 
Council, and Governor of the Great Coun- 
cil; which terms however, I ſuppoſe, are ' 


not titles of -office, but expreſs. the great | 


influence. and authority which he had in 
thoſe Aſſemblies. i 
_ - There are ſeveral other preferments both 
| Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, which he is ſaid 


Kot. Pat. 38.1 Ed. 3. Tanner, 
Ibid. c 


2 Rot. Pat. 40. Ed. 3, Tanner - The Pope dds 


to him by the title of Secretary to the King of 
as early as June 1364. Rymer. Fœdera. Vol. * Page. 
445 

1 Ryman, Feedera, Vol. 6. pag. 464. 
Capitalis ſecreti Concilii, ac Gubernator Magni 
60 * Concilii, 5 7 IE Fœdera. Vol. 7. Pag: 164. 
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1 | to have held; but I do not mention them, 
+ o becauſe the autheritice produced for them, 
are ſuch as I cannot intirely depend upon. 
i BM And as to his Eccleſiaſtical Benefices al- 
1 ready mentioned, the practice of exchang- 
in ing them was then ſo common, that tis 
0 hard to determine preciſely which of them 


he held all together at any one time. 
However, we have a very exact account of 
this matter as it ſtood in the year 1366, 
when the ſum of his Church preferments 
was at the higheſt, given by Wykeham 
himſelf on occaſion of Urban the Fifths 
Bull againſt Pluralities : The * practice of 
which prevailed greatly in the Church at 
this time; ſo that there were ſome in Eng. 
land who, by the Pope's authority, poſſeſſed 
at once twenty Eccleſiaſtical —— and 
Dignities, with diſpenſation moreover for 
holding as many more as they could law- 
fully procure, without limitation of num- 
ber. This Bull was publiſhed in May, 
1365; and orders all eccleſiaſtical perſons 
whatſoever poſſeſſed of more benefices than 
1 either with or without cure, to de- 


See the Bull fell in Wilkins, Concll. Mag. Brit. 


Vol. 3. pag. 62. 
. "Parker. Antiq. Britan, Eccl. ad au. 1 367. 
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liver to the Ordinary of the place where 
they commonly reſide, a diſtin& and par- 


ticular account of ſuch their benefices, with 


the ſum which each is taxed at in the King's 
books, to be tranſmitted to the Metropoli- 


tan, and by him to the Pope. The Cer- 


_ tificate of the Biſhop of London, made to 


the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, of the ac 
count exhibited to him by William of 
Wykeham of his benefices, is as follows. 
In the ſame year and month [Ofto- 
ber, 1366.] Sir William of Wykeham 

« Clerk, Archdeacon of Lincoln, ana 
« Secretary of our Lord the Illuftrious 


King of England, and Keeper of his 
Privy Seal, by reaſon of his ſaid office 


e reſiding and commonly dwelling in the 
City and Dioceſe of London, intimated _ 
ce and in writing exhibited to Us Simon 


cc Biſhop of London, clearly, particularly 
« and diſtinctly, as he affirmed, that he 


c « holdeth the Archdeaconry of Lincoln, 
* having no eccleſiaſtical benefice nor manſe 
e annexed unto the ſame, which is reput- 


« ed to bea dignity 1 in the Church of Lins 


7 Ex Regiſtro Langham. fol. £2377! 
r 


8 A wo 


| n - conjecture. N 


is here omitted i in the Original 'tis fup- : 


61... 8 con, 


32 THE 11 PE „ 
* coln, and is a benefice with- cure; 9 1 
* incompatible with another cure; not 
_ < taxed; the true and common annual va- 
e lue of the ſame, if the Archdeacon viſi- 

e teth all the Churches of his Archdea- 

, conry, and receiveth the whole proeu- 

e rations every where in ready money, ex- 
e tendeth to three hundred and fifty pounds 
_ < ſterling. Item, the Canonry and Pre- 

« bend of Sutton in the ſaid Church of 

« Lincoln; it is a Benefice without cure, 

« and compatible with a benefice with cure! 
tte the tax of the ſame is two hundred and 

e ſixty marks ſterling. Item, the Canonry 

t and: Prebend of Laughton in the Church 
« of York ; it is a benefice without cure, 
and compatible with a cure, and is fo 
0 held and reputed: the tax of the ſame 

« 3s one hundred and ten marks ſterling. 
* Item, the Canonry and Prebend of Bon- 

ham in the Collegiate Church of South- 

4 well, York Dioceſe; it is a benefice with- - 

«out cure, and compatible with a cure: 

te the tax of the ſame fifty five marks ſter- 

« ling. Item, the Canonry and Prebend 

« of the Altar of St. Mary in the Colle- 
ec giate Church of Beverly, Vork Dioceſe; 

40 1s is a benefice without cure, and com- 

—_ + © phtibls 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 33 
ie patible with a cure: the tax of the ſame 
« ſixteen pounds ſterling. Item, the Ca- 
c nonry and Prebend of Totenhale in the 
*« Church of London; a benefice likewiſe 


« without cure, and compatible with a cure: 
< the tax of the ſame ſixteen marks ſter- | 
ling. Item, the Canonry and Prebend 
« of Fordington in the Chureh of Sarum ;. 


« 2 benefice alſo without cure, and com- 7 


te patible with a cure: the tax of the ſame 
= N five marks ſterling. Item, the 
Canonry and Prebend of Wherwell in 
<« the Monaſtery of the nuns of Wherwell, 
<« Wynton Dioceſe; it is a benefice with- 
< out. cure, and compatible with a cure: 

< the tax of the fame ſixty marks. Item, 
_ © the Canonry and Prebend- of Iwerne in 
* the Monaſtery of the nuns of Shafton, 


 « Sarum Dioceſe; a benefice likewiſe with- 


c gut cure, and compatible with a cure, 
and ſo held and reputed : the tax of the 
e ſame thirty marks ſterling. Item, the 
« Canonry. and Prebend of. Swerdes in 


K. the — of Dublin in Ireland; it 


« js a benefice without cure, and compati- 


« ble with a cure: the tax of the ſame 


e ninety marks ſterling. Item, the Pre- 
" .F iture of Wells with a Prebend in the 
D'.;_  - . any 
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- « Clunch of Wells annexed to the. Games 


* the aforeſaid Prepoſiture is a ſimple of. 
te fice, and without cure, and compatible 
e with another benefice with cure, and ſo 
« it is held and reputed : the tax of the 

cc Prepoſiture with the Prebend annexed to 


A jt ſixty eight marks ſterling ; and out of 
« the fruits and produce of the ſaid Pre- 


« poſiture are paid, to fourteen Canons for 


_ « their Prebends, and to the Vicars and 


other miniſters of that Church, yearly 
t one hundred and ſeventy five marks ſter- 


ling. Item, the aforeſaid Sir William 


ce of Wykeham did hold at the time of the 
« date of the aforeſaid monition, by col- 
lation of our Lord the Illuſtrious King 
« of England, the Canonry and Prebend 


of Alnethle in the aforeſaid our Lord 


« the King's free Chapel of Bruggenorth, 
cc Coventry and Litchfield Dioceſe; it is a 


* benefice without cure, and compatible 
with a cure; and the ſame, being of the 


e King's patronage, he hath wholly reſign- 
ed and ſimply quitted in form of law as 
* well really as verbally: and that the tax 


of the ſame, the Epiſcopal regiſters, as 
well as thoſe of our Lord the King Av 


" * thoſe of our Lord the Pope's Nuncio in 
England, | 
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e England, having been ſearched, and all 
« requiſite diligence by him uſed in the 
_c«« ſame, could not be made appear, nor [ 


« doth appear; wherefore the true and com- 


« mon value of the ſaid Prebend he hath 
« exhibited unto Us Simon Biſhop of Lon- 
ec don aforeſaid, that it extendeth annuab 
« ly to twenty three pounds fix ſhillings 
* and eight pence ſterling. Item, the ſaid 
« Sir William did hold, by virtue of Apoſ- 
« tolical Diſpenſation unto him in this be- 
« half ſufficiently made and granted, at 
_ « the time of the date of the monition a- 
« foreſaid and ſince, the Pariſh Church of 
« Manyhynet, Exon Dioceſe, at that time 
* of Lay patronage : it is a benefice 
with cure, not compatible with another 
cure; but the ſame Church he hath 
ce wholly reſigned and ſimply quitted in 
„form of law as well really as verbally : 
_ « the tax of the ſame eight pounds ſterling. 
 « Item, he did obtain a Reſcript or Bull 
« Apoſtolical in the time of our Lord Pope 
« Innocent the fixth of happy memory, 
directed to the Biſhop Elect of St. 
<« David's, - to examine the ſaid William 
8 perſonally, and if he ſhould be found 


_ « duly — 5 grant unto him bß 
2 pro- 
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« proviſion the Canonry and Prebend „ 
the Church of St. Andrew of Aukelond. 
Durham Dioceſe, which formerly Thomas 
* de Brydekylt Abbot of Karlelis held in 
_ « the ſaid Church during his life: but by 
tc virtue of the ſame he neither hath ſince 
had collation, nor the ſaid Canonry and 
FPrebend hath he poſſeſſion of, nor hath 
sein any wiſe had, nor intendeth to have 
_ « for the future, nor in any manner to make 
s uſe. of the ſaid Reſeript or Bull Apoſ- 
* tolical : the tax or value is not known. T 
By this inſtrument it appears, that the 
yearly value, partly taxed and partly real; 
of the benefices which Wykeham had mw | 
ſome few years, held altogether, w as 
8731. 6s. 8d. and of thoſe which he Gil 
remained in poſſeſſion of, and continued 
to hold till he became Biſhop of Win⸗ : 
cheſter, was 8421. 
n meh u bene in bnd & high 
degree of favour Wykeham ſtood with the 
' King, after having given ſo many ſubſtantial 
proofs of it. But the teſtimony of Froiſſart, 
à cotemporary hiſtorian, - perſonally ac- 
quainted with the affairs of the Engliſh 
Court, and at this very time reſiding there, | 
V 18 ' See Froiſſart, Vol. 4. py. 61. & 1% a 
49 k An 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 3 
and employed in the ſervice of both the 


— 


King and Queen, is too remarkable to be 
« omitted. At * this time, ſays he, reſigned 


4 a Prieſt called William of Wykeham. 
This William of Wykeham was fo much 


« in favour with the King of England, 
« that every thing was done by him, and 
e nothing was done without him.” The 
King had raifed him to ſome of the high- 
eſt offices i in the wk and intended to car- 
ry him ſtill higher: it was in a manner 


neceſſary that dus Ration in the Church 


ſhould be proportionable. The King 


might eaſily have procured him a Biſhap- 
rick before this time: but as Biſhopricks 


were not abſolutely in his diſpoſal, nor 
tranſlations from one Biſhoprick to an- 


other become the common ſteps of ad- 
vancement in the Church, he ſeems to have 


reſerved Wykeham for the Biſhoprick of 
- Wincheſter, which in point of honour and 
revenue would be a proper ſtation for his 
favourite miniſter, and which in the courſe 
of nature muſt ſhortly, become vacant. 
He probably had it in his power to pl 


him in the See of Canterbury, which be- 
2 Froiſfart, Vol. 2. Chap. 249. Edit. Paris, 1574 · | 


He calls him W. de Wican. 


D 1 came 
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came vacant about half a year before that 
of Wincheſter : but Edyngdon was now 


declining apace, and Wykeham perhaps 


was deſirous of being ſettled in his native 
Country; that this, rather than any other, 

might be the neareſt and moſt immediate 
object of his care and beneficence, In the 
mean time the King conferred upon him 
as many Eccleſiaſtical preferments, of a 
lower degree, as he could legally be poſe 

ſeſſed of, as marks of royal favour, and 
ſupports of his ſtate and dignity, while this 

great expectative was depending. 


| ene, * Sacr, Vol. 1. Pag. 317. 
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From the time of his being made Biſhop of 
Wincheſter to the * year of Edward How 
Third. 88 


Wet de Edyngdon Biſhop of of 4 
Wincheſter died on the * * 1} {14 
October, 1366. Upon the King's Io 
neſt recommendation, Wykeham _ uns: } | 8 
mediately and unanimouſly elected by te 
Prior and Convent to ſucceed him. Tha 3 


Wharton Sacr. Vol. I. 17. 
E e Ik 
3 Dr. 1 ener from Rot. Pat. BS 
| - dong 


* — N 
1 
BY 
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congè d' elire is dated October the r3th. - 
The King approved the election on the 
24th of the ſame month. The Pope / con- 
ſtitutes him Adminiſtrator of the Spiritu- 
alties and Temporalties of the vacant See 
by his Bull dated December the 11th of 
the ſame year: and he was admitted to the 
adminiſtration of the Spiritualties by the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, February the 
2d following. By his © Bull of July the 
14th, 1367, the Pope gives him leave to be 
conſecrated,” referring in it to the Bull of 
Proviſion of the ſame date, by which he 
confers on him the Biſhoprick. He was? 
conſeerated in St. Paul's London, on the 
© Toth of October, 1 367, by the Anti 
71 . b 1 5 5% e 
__ © Regiſt. Wykeham, Part I. fol. 4. lc Cum nos pri- 
_ & dem Wynton, Eccleſiæ —auctoritate Apoſtolica dux- 
« erimus providendum preficiendo te illi in Epiſcopum, 
_<prout, in noſtris inde confectis literis plenius conti - 


Inetur.— The word pridem relates only to the Pope's 
Proviſional Intention: for it appears from the general 


Title of Wykeham's Regiſter, that the Bull * Pro- 


| viſion was dated the fame day, July 14th, 1 357. 0b Re-' 
iſtrum Wilhelmi de Wykeham cui de Epi | 
— per felicis recordationis Urbanum div. pro. 
Vtum per viam reſervationis fuit proviſum 
< ſub data Viterbu ſecundo Idus Julij Pont. toi anno. 
e 


* W Wiykeham. General Title, and Beginning : 
of 


5 writers, have given a 


— . 


e 
* 
. 
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cf Canterbury, aſlifted by the Biſhops af "4M 


London and Saliſbury. The ſame day 


the Archbiſhop celebrated the Feaſt of 


Conſecration with goat: magr 
his palace 

— — a. 

grant of the Temporalties of the Miſhop- 


rick, Thus was it a whole year. from the 


time of the vacancy, and even from the 


time of his election, before he could get 


into full poſſeſſion of his new di 


The delay which this affair met with, 


Rr au- 
thors; ſome of whom have aſſigned. no 
reaſon for it ; others, chiefly Ye 


that the King was very unwilling to pro- 


mote to ſo high a ſtation in the Church, 


of Learning: this is not at all probable 
Wykeham was recommended by the King, 


the election was made, and was n | 


* Steph. Hcg ad When Ang, en. Vol. 


"& 
I > Rymer: Feed. Vol. VI: pag. 574. c 
z See Wharton Ang. Sarr. Vol. I. pag. 47, 1 317 


Anonym. publiſhed by Hearn in Vol. II. of Walt. He. 


mingford. Ant. Wood. Hill, Univ. Oxon, Part II. 
BE 1 . 25 e 


34 % 
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by him, all within ſixteen days after the 
vacancy happened; with as much diſpatch | 
as was poſſible in an affair of this nature. 
Others pretend that the Pope made the 
ſame objection: the contrary to this ap- 
pears from the words of the Bull above- men- 


which the Pope ſpeaks of Wykeham as 

recommended to him, by the teſtimony 
« of many perſons worthy of credit, for 
de his knowledge of Letters, his probity of 
<« life and manners, and his prudence and 
t circumſpection in affairs both ſpiritual 


dated December the 11th, 1366, in vo, 


and temporal.” Which teſtimony of his 
Learning is the more to be inſiſted upon, 


as it appears on examining all the Bulls of 
this kind that occur in Rymer's Collection 
of public Records through this Century, 
that this part of the Bull, in which the 
character of the perſon preferred is given, 
for the moſt part runs in more general 


terms, and has more frequently than other- 


wiſe no mention of Learning at all. The 
Pope was ſo far from making the objec- 
tion that he ſeems fully perſuaded that 
there was really no room for it: for we 


> See Appendix Ne V. ; 
5 may 
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may be ſure the Court of Rome had more 


addreſs than to go out of its way, and 
depart from a common form, to compli- 


ment a perſon for the very quality in which wo 


he was notoriouſly deficient. 
But the true ſtate of the caſe, _ the N 
reaſon of this delay on the ſide of the Pope, 
| ſeems to be this. Since the time of Henry _ 
the third the Kings and Parliaments of 
England had reſolutely oppoſed the uſur- 
pations of the See of Rome, one conſidera- 
ble article of which among many was the 
. Pope's aſſuming to himſelf the diſpoſal of 
all Church Preferments by way of Provi- 
ſion and Reſervation. The pretence was, 
that the Holy Father, out of his great care 
for the welfare of the Church in general, 
and that of ſuch a Dioceſe ſuppoſe in 
particular, had provided for it beforehand 
a proper and uſeful perſon to preſide over 
it, leſt in caſe of a vacancy it might ſuffer 


detriment, by being long deſtitute of a 


Paſtor ; for which reaſon, out of the pleni- 
tude of his authority, he reſerved to him- 
ſelf for this turn the difpoſal of the ſaid 


Biſhoprick, decreeing from that time for- 


ward all interpoſition or attempts to the 
n of all n whatſoever null 
1 


and void. The moſt effectual method of 


THE LIFE OF 


putting an end to theſe encroachments on 


the rights of the King, Chapters, and Pa- 


trons, ſeemed to have been taken under 
Edward the third, by the Statutes of Pro- 

viſors and Premunire: however, the Pope 
ſtill continued his pretenſions, and his Pro- 


viſions in reality took place; only the per- 


ſon ſo preferred, was obliged to * renounce 


in form, all manner of right to the Tem- 


poralties which might be derived to him 
from the Bull of Proviſion, and all words 
contained in it prejudicial to the rights of 
the Crown. This was the occaſion of 
perpetual diſputes between the King and 


the Pope, and of the delay in the preſent 


caſe. Wykeham was probably a perſon 


very agreeable to the Pope, who had ſeve- 
ral * times made uſe of his intereft with 


the King: and we ſee that at this very time 


he made no difficulty of granting to . 


„Stat. of the 25th, 27th, and 3ſth years of Ed. 3: 
* See Rymer's Fœdera, Vol. VI. pag. 597. Wilkins. 


Concil. Mag. Brit. Vol. II. pag. 266. This is the reaſon | 


why the Bull of Proviſion is not entered in WG 8 


| Regiſter. 


5 There are "EO Recommendatory Letters of Ur- 
ban the V. to Wykeham | in Rymer's Foedera : one in 


| July, 1363, another in June, 1364, the third *. 
1 366-7, m_ this affair was — — | 


. 
- 
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as to the preſumptive Succeſſor, the Ad- 
miniſtration of the vacant See. The point 


in queſtion was not, whether Wykehatn 2 
ſhould have the Biſhoprick of Wincheſter 


or not ; but.by what title, and by whom 


it ſhould be conferred on him. The Pope's 


right of Proviſion was not to be dropt in 
the diſpoſal of ſo great a Preferment, and 


when he had an opportunity by it of mak+ | | 


ing a merit with the firſt Miniſter of the 


greateſt Prince in Europe. The King de- 


fended the right of Election: the Pope 
pretended that Election in this caſe gave 


no right to the Biſhoprick, and would have 


it acknowledged as a favour from himſelf. 
The King had ſo great a regard for Wyke- 


hatin, that he condeſcended at laſt to fan _ 


an intereſt with the Pope, to induce him 


_ 40 recede a little from his pretenſions. | He 
wrote to the Duke of Bourbon, one of 
his hoſtages for the King of France, to 


whom he had granted leave of abſence ? 
about a year before, and had lately pro- 
longed it at-the Pope's requeſt, defiring him 


to prevail with the Pope to confirm Wyke- 


ham's Election. The Duke went to WINE? 


L Froiſſart. Vol. I. cha | | 
7 Rymer's Federa. vol. vi VI. 5 488, and 510 1 


2 non, 
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non, where the Pope then reſided, and ſol- 
cited the affair in perſon. He was glad 
of this opportunity of laying the King and 


lis Miniſter under an obligation to him. 


And tis probable, that in conſideration of 
this ſervice the King the more readily grant- 
ed him his liberty the year following, on 
his paying 40000 Crowns for his ranſom. 
The Pope was as well pleaſed to receive a 
petition from the King of England; twas 
the very thing he propoſed to himſelf by 
all this delay. He ſo far complied with _ 
it, as to end the diſpute without determin- 
ing the merits of the cauſe : according to 
the general maxim of the Court of Rome, 
never to give up its pretenſions in any caſe 
whatſoever ; but rather to yield to the de- 
| fire of an opponent too powerful to be re- 
ſiſted, as out of mere grace and favour, 
without admitting his claim. However, 
in the preſent caſe it ſeems to have been 
agreed, that each party ſhould in ſome mea- 
fare allow the pretenſions of the other. 
Accordingly the Pope's Bull of July the 


1 M Mae. Fœdera. Vol. VI. pag. 58 5. Not 12005, 
as Rapin ſays ; nor 20000 Francs, as Froiſſart. He paid | 
10000 Crowns, Jan. 28th, 1367-8, and engaged to pay 
30000 more at three equal r within the year. 


14th 


* . 
BE 
* 
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14th 1367. before mentioned, in which 
he refers to the Bull of Proviſion, is fle- 


vertheleſs directed to William Biſhop E- 


le& of Wincheſter: and on the other hnand 
the King in his Letters Patent of the 12th 
of October, 1367, by which he grants him 
the Temporaltics of the Biſhoprick, ac- 
knowledges him Biſhop of Wincheſter dy 
the Pope's Proviſion, 1 mentioning 
1 his Election. 9 He was Inthroned in the 
0 Ca- 

„N egiſtr. Wykeham, vt. 3d. a. fol. 1. | 
The r right of Inthroning all the Suffragan Biſhops 
of the Province is. by ancient cuſtom the peculiar By 

lege of the Archdgacon of n It may not 
. be diſpleaſing to the reader to be informed of 
* e parts of the Ceremony formerly uſed, with the 
particulars of the Archdeacon's Fees, upon this oeca- 


ſion. * The Biſhop was received by the Archdeacon 
at his Entrance into the City, where he alighted from 


bis Palfrey ; and the Archdeacon immediately had the 


8 Palfrey, with the Saddle and all the Furniture: and 


per. The Biſhop undreſſed himſelf in ſome Church 


farther, if the Biſhop's Groom would deliver to him the 
cover of the Saddle, the girt, and headſtall, the Arch- 
_ deacon was to reward him with the gift of two ſhil- 
lings, or more, as in his bounty he ſhould think pro- 


or houſe near to the Cathedral; upon which the Arch- 
deacon's ſervant ſeized his Riding coat, Gloves, Hat, 
and Boots, for his maſter. From thence the Archdeacon 
conducted him to the Cathedtal Church robed in his pon- 
tificals, and placed him in his throne. He had an allowance, 
of hay and provender for fifteen horſes, as long as he con- 


* Harpsfield. Hitt. Ecel. Ang. $Szculum x11, _ 20, vena 
4 gs of — Pr. 2d. p. 143. 


| tinued 1 


©: THE 1 1E 0 * 


Cathedral Church of Wincheſter by wi. 
liam de Aſkeby Archdeacon of Northamp- 
ton, by Commiſſion from the Cardinal 
Archdeacon of Canterbury's Procurator 
General, on the gth of July, 1368; who 
acknowledges hitn to be Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter by Election, Confirmation, and 
Conſecration, without any mention at all 
of the Pope's Proviſion, 

As ſoon as the diſpute between the King 


and he Pope, which was in effect no. 


ned. in attendance upon this offics, E's and drink . 5 


for three days, and every night four Gallons of wine at 
his ſupper ; two great torches of wax during his whole 
ſays 2 and every night two leſſer torches, = two do- 
zen of wax candles. On the day of Inthronization, 
the Biſhop's table +: at the upper end of the hall ” 
a table on the right {ide of the hall was furniſh'd for 
the Archdeacon and the company whom he ſho 
; to invite: the Biſhop drank to him 8 | 
of Silver or Silver gilt; Tod the Cup belonged to the 
Archdeacon. He had beſides ten marks Sterling in 
money for the expences of his Journey, The Biſhop's 
Bed alſo uſed ancientiy to be demanded and allowed, 
as the Fee of the Archdegcon's Chamberlain: but this 
| ſeems very early to have grown out of uſe. And the 
reſt of theſe cuſtoms began by degrees to be laid aſide 
and to become obſolete, when the Biſhops began to be 
inthron'd by Proxy, and the Archdeacons left off aſ- 
ſiſting at the celebration of this 8 i perſon, 
and at laſt eſtabliſhed the practice of performing their 
—_ deputation ; ſo that, I ſuppoſe, the pecuniary 
of the Fee, or ſome equivalent for the whole in 
— ſhape, is all that at 6— to them. 


other 
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other than a contention which of them 4 


ſhould be the author of Wykeham's pro- 
motion, was accommodated; being now 


qualified by his advancement in the Church, 


to receive the higheſt dignity in the State, 


he was conſtituted Chancellor of England. 
He was even Poſſeſſed of this great office 
while he was only Biſhop Elect; for he 
was confirmed in it on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1367. We need not be ſurpriſed 
to find, that the Parliament of the next 
year was opened by Langham, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, Fa Wykeham 
was then Chancellor: for the part of 
addreſſing the Parliament by the Kings 
command, or of Speaker of the Houſe of 
Lords, was not yet by cuſtom ee 
to the office of Chancellor. | 


4 Dugdale's eee Series of hierher Sc. 
from Chart. 41. Ed. III. that is, 1367. He refers it to 
the year 1368, by a miſtake which runs through the 
whole reign of Ed, III. in his Series. All other Au- 
thors, who mention Wykeham's ers otion, ſpeak of 
him as being made Cluncellor and Biſhop of Finch. 
ter both about the ſame time. Philipot's Catalogue of 
Chancellors, p. 42. Spelman's| Gloſſary in V. Can- 
cellarius. Wharton, Ang. Sacr. | ol. I. p. 47 and 38! To 
Froiſſart, Vol. I. chap. 249. 

2 Rot. Parl. 42. Ed. III. | 
8 See Cotton Abridg: of Parl, Rolls; 
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: wig er the 3 — * 
atfairs which Wykeham had 
for the King in the ſeveral emplc 
with which he had been entruſted, — 
impoſſible for the maſt upright or pru 
dent man to have acted in every particu - 


lar with fo much exactneſſ and cantion, 


as to guard againſt the envy and malice of 
thoſe enemies, which high ſtation in a court 
is ſure to create. As therefore he had now 
quitted ſome of thoſe employments, no 
more to be engaged in them, and was to 
act from henceforth in a new ſphere, he 
thought it proper to ſecure himſelf with | 
regard to the paſt, by obtaining a full ac- 
quittance and diſcharge from the King.” This 
the King granted him in the fulleſt and am- 
pleſt manner, by his letters ere dated | 
OA the 220, eh 85 5 


FE { 


4 4 Rex CNS! Ac. Sciatis quot nos cds 
« rantes grata & utilia obſequia nobis per Venerabilem 
Fatrem W. de Wykeham Epiſc. Wynt. a diu impen - 
% ſa, & magnum locum quem nobis in noſtris agen- 
« dis diverſimode tenuit & indies tenet, graves & 
* ſumptuoſos labores ſubeundo, ac volentes proinda 
* ipſius tranquillitati & quieti prout convenit provide / 
ce re, de gratia noſtra ſpeciali & certa-ſcientia pardona- 
te vimus eidem Epiſc. omnimoda debita appreſta & com- 
ec Pota ex quibus nobis cauſa quorumeunque d denario- 

« rum” 


= 
OY 


. 


* his Kingdom; hath always acted by the 
cc coanſell and advice of his Lords and 


« Of His Lords and Commons, concluded 


« Up. 
his ſald . ſhould 


A Nene how a0 to be ld 


at Weſtminſter, May 27th, 1369. 


King, Lords and Commons dag a. 


bled in the Painted Chamber, the Biſhop 
ol Wincheſter; Lord Chancellot; declared 
| amm rad nen enen 


manner. * 


« Sirz, the King; n all occaſions f 
conceried himſelf er 


% Comtiions, which he hath ever fourgl td 


« moſt heartily thanketh them, It is very 


« welt kriown to you all; that our Lord 
ct the Ring ſome time ago, with regard to 


« a peace with his adverſary of France 
| certain conditions: namely, That 


„ Jil ahi tir ef al de. 


mands of 1 &c. neceided or delivered 
before he was bibo, d fince; leaſes him, his hei 


and executors, 2 "ll actions real, -perſonal; an 
mixt, &c. in the fulleſt terms. Rot. Pat, 42. Ed. IL, 
p. 1. m. 5. MS. 1 we . : 


Rot. Parl. 33. Ed. 3 
8 E 2 N « him 


EE 
<1 him certain lands and countries beyond 
« the ſeas; and ſhould alſo pay to him 
ce certain ſums of money, within a time 
_ « limited by the treaty; and likewiſe, that 
„in conſideration of his renouncing all 
« juriſdiction and ſovereignty in Gaſcony, 
* and all other countries belonging to the 
*« King beyond the ſeas, our Lord the 
cc King, on his part, would at the ſame 
time renounce the title of King of 
« France. But his ſaid adverſary not on- 
« ly wholly failed to ſurrender the lands 
< and countries agreed upon by the Trea- 
e ty, and made no payment of the mo- 
s ney, but has alſo accepted of the appeals 
« of the Count D'Armynac, the Lord De 
cla Bret, and others, 'whio are lieges of 
* our Lord the King in Gaſcony; and in 
* conſequence of theſe appeals, hath ſum- 
“ moned the Prince of Gaſcony to appear 
<« before him at Paris, on the firſt day of 
« May now paſt, to anſwer to their Ap- 


— 


N age contrary to the terms of the Trea- 


And moreover, he hath ſent a great 
re . — of armed men, who wage war. 


e in e and have taken e * 


"8 *W chimachent de guerre _ 
ung „ force, 


* * . 
* „ e 2 LA 
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4 force, and ſtill keep poſſeſſion of, towns, 


« caſtles, fortreſſes and other places, have 


_ « ſeized the King's ſubjects, killed ſome, 
e and impriſoned others, or ſet upon them 
« grievous ranſoms: and further, hath 
now lately ſent a great number of men 
e into the demeſne lands of the King in 
« Ponthieu, who have ſeized his towns, 


te caſtles, and fortreſſes, by force of arms. 


On theſe attempts of the King of France 
upon the ſaid Principality, contrary to 


« the form”of the Treaty, the Prince ſent 
« ſpecial meſſengers. fully to inform the 


* King of them; who alſoacquainted him, 
_ « that the Prince upon this occaſion, had 


« ſummoned the wiſeſt men of the Prin- 
« cipality, and conſulted with them, whe- 


ther upon advice of theſe open infrac- 
tions of the Peace, the King might not 
=. by right and reaſon e. and uſe the 


e Title of King of France; who anſwered, 


that he might do it by Right, and good 
Faith. Upon this point the Archbiſnop 
« of Canterbury and the other Prelates 
are charged by the King to conſult to- 
0. gether, and to declare to him their ad- 
« vice and counſell. The King alſo will- 


« 2 as the cuſtom hath been at theſe 
| OS = A times, 
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go "times, thay, all thoſe who. think dem- þ 


* PE 
5 titions; Who ſhall be anſwered: and for 1 
this purpoſe, he hath afligned; certain 


_ renewed and carried on on both ſides, very. 

much to the advantage of the French. 
Charles the Vth had taken his meaſures ſo 

well, and concealed his preparations with! 
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cc ſelves aggrieved, ſ Teſs 


« Clerkes to receive them, and certain Eads: 


. and others to anſwer them. 


I need only mention, that the King by: 


the adyice of his Parliament reſumed the 


Style of King of France, and the war was 


ſa. much artifice and diſſimulation, that 


: the Engliſh were ſurpriſed unprovidedifor 
the war. The Prince of Wales was: diſ- 


abled, by the fatal diſeaſe which he brought 


with him out of Spain, from attending to 
the war with his uſual ſpirit and activity: 
his health daily declined apace, and Wilk 


It the Engliſh affairs in France. 
In two years time the French had made 


| ſuch, a progreſs, that they began to think 


of transferring the war into England, and 


were making vaſt preparations for an in- 
vaſion. Upon this the King ſummoned i 


a Parliament to meet Feb, 24. 1370-1, 
which 
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which the Lord Chancellor open 
the following Speech. 


« the laſt Parliament, the King, with your 
 approbatioh, reſumed the title of King 
ee of France, becauſeè his adverſary had in- 

« fringed the 
ce tween — and uſurped the ſovereignty 
« which-by' the terms of the peace ought" 
« always to have belonged to the King. 
On this occafion and others the King 
ce hath ineurred great expences; having 


« ſent ſome of his Lords and others With 


ce a great number of forces, in order to 


ce recover and maintain his right. And 


ce now he hath received certain intelligenee 


« by his friends and allies, that his ſaid 


3 Adverſary is making - himſelf ſtronger 
ce than ever he was before, and hath le- 
* vied ſuch a number of forces, as ſeemeth 


< to him ſufficient, this year, to diſpoſſeſs 


_ * the King of all the Lands and Countries 


« which he hath beyond the ſeas; as well 


in Gaſcony as at Calais, Guienne, Pon- 
ce thieu; and his ther Caſtles and places 
A» there, He hath - moreover got ready ſo 


7 Rot. Parl. 46. Ka. l. 


a. | a. 


ed with" 
« girs, You know very well chat in” 


peace before concluded be- 


— — 


— — — 
l ——— — =_ | | 
= — —— « 1 * 3 — 2 
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4 many galleys and other ſhips of war, as 


* ſeem to him ſufficient to deſtroy the 


4 whole Navy of England: and uſeth alſo 


cc his utmoſt efforts to ſend a vaſt force of 
e armed men into this country, to deſtroy 


«.jit, and ſubject it to his own power. 


Therefore the King requireth and charg- 
© eth his Lords and Commons here aſ- 


« ſembled, to conſult upon theſe points, 
ee and give him their advice, how his 


Mi Kingdom may be well guarded, and the 


« Navy defended and maintained againſt. 
te the malice of his enemies; as alſo, for 
te the ſafe- guard of the King's Countries 


e beyond the ſeas, and for the maintenance 
of the war in thoſe parts, and the re- 


e duction of them. The king likewiſe 


« commandeth thoſe, who would preſent 


te their petitions, to deliver them to the 


* Clerks aſſigned for this purpoſe, and 


* they ſhall be graciouſly anſwered,” 
I have inſerted theſe ſpeeches juſt as they 


ſtand recorded in the - Parliament Rolls. 
They appear there to a great diſadvantage : 


tho' delivered in Engliſh#hey are recorded 


in French ; z a language at ä more 


N Et auxi ſe 1 & 25 d'envoier, . 
. 
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barbarous and unfit for the purpoſe, even 

than our own. They are ſhortned and 
given in ſubſtance only; the connexion and 
turn of the ſentences is altered, and, in 


the firſt of them particularly, the form 
of the whole is partly direct and 


oblique; an inconſiſtency which it was | 


_ neceſſary to correct by one or two ſmall 


_ deviations from the original. Vet from 
theſe Speeches we may obſerve, that 
Wykeham ſpoke upon theſe occaſions 


more like a Stateſman, than moſt of the 


Chancellors of thoſe times, eſpecially the 
Eccleſiaſtics. It was almoſt their con- 
ſtant practice to lay down ſome Text of 
Scripture by way of Theſis for their diſ- 
courſe, and to ſpend much time in divid- 
ing, and ſubdividing, and making very 
injudicious applications of it to the _ 
occaſion. Not ſatisfied with this, they 


frequently ga out of their way to in- 
troduce ſtill more quotations of Scrip- 


ture, and continue their diſcourſe as im- 


pertinently as they began it. Wykeham 


| had more judgment than to give into ſo _ 
abſurd a practice: he always ſpeaks di- 


C See Cotton 8 * of the Parliament Rolls. | 


"wh 
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rectly to the point in queſtion, and gives. 1 


a plain and diſtin account of the preſent 
ſtate of public affairs. 7 

In this Parliament the Lords and Com- | 
mons repreſented” to the King, that the 
Government of the Realm had been for 
a long time in the hands of men of the 
Church, by which many miſclliefs had in 
times paſt happened, — more might hap- 

pen in times to come, to the diſſieriſon of 
the Crown, and great prejudice of the 
Kingdom: they b. ae therefore; that 
ſecular men only might be principal Of- 
ficers of the King's Courts and Houſehold; 
and none of the Clergy: ſaving: unto the 
King his prerogative of chooſing and re- 
moving Officers, provided they be of the 
Laity. The King's anſwer to this petition 
was only, That he would do therein by 
advice of his Council. Though he declin'd 
granting their requeſt, ſo as to make a La- 
in conſequence of it for the future; yet 
he ſoon reſolved to comply with their de- 
ſire for the preſent. Accordingly we find 
that on the 14th day of March the Bi- 
thop of Wincheſter ddlirend the Great 


1 Rot. Parl. 45. Ed. =. | 
" — Feed, Vol. 6th, rag. 683. | 1 
Sea 
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Seal-to the King, which the King to. Wa | 
after gave: to Sir Robert de Thorp, The 


was preſent at the ceremony 


ſtituting the new Chancellor, and — 
wards at that: of his firſt opening the Great 
Seal in Weſtminſter Hall. From which 


cCircumſtances, as well as from the ſtate of 


the caſe itſelf, we may conclude, that he 


was neither diſmiſſed with any marks of 


the King's diſpleaſure, nor was 2s hinſelf difſo 
ſatisfied with his removal. To the ſame 0 


purpoſe it may be obſerved, that the two 
Great and two Privy Seals, one of each 
of which was made the year before on the 


King's reſuming the title and arms of 
France, remained by Commiſſion from the 
EKing in his Cuſtody till the 28th of the 


ſame month, when he delivered them to 


the King: and that + ſoon after he received 
the King's writ of Summons to attend the 


Great Council which was held at Win- 


cheſter to conſider of a proper method 
levying the 50,000 J. granted by Parlia- 5 


We 8 Taxi. One e ib e 


ciæ & Angliz, & Dominus Hiberniz : the other Rex. | 


| Angliz, & Dominus Hiberniz & Aquitanie. © | 
_ + Regiſtr, Wykeham, Pt. 4. fol. 4. n 2e 27. 
an. reg. 5. 


ment. 
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ment. To * this Great Council only three 


* other Biſhops, four Abbots, and thirteen. 


temporal Lords, were. ſummoned, with. 


5 whom were joined ſome of the Com- 


mons named by the King. Neither have 
we any reaſon to imagine that the Biſhop 


of Wincheſter in particular was in any 


degree of disfavour with the Commons, 
or was at all ſunk in their eſteem and 


confidence. We find ” that in the year 


1373 the Commons name him with ſeven 


other Lords, whom they petition to have 


appointed as a Committee to confer with 
them on the Supplies to be granted to the 


* 


. King. It has been ſaid, that the removal 


of the Clergy from offices of ſtate was ow- 
ing to the influence of the Duke of Lan- 


caſter, who was not their friend. I know 


not with what foundation this 1 is ſaid with 


0 OT 8 ad Parl. Some of our ancient 


Hiſtorials have miſtaken this Great Council for a Par- 
liament: T. Walſingham. Anonymus - publiſhed by 


Hearn in vol. 2d. of Walter Hemingford. They have 
been followed in this miſtake by Nath. Bacon. Hiſt. & 


Polit. Diſcourſe, &c. pt. 2d. pag. 35. edit. 1739. and 


Lord Bolingbroke, in Oldcaſtle's Remarks on — 5 


Hiſtory 

— Brady s Hiſtory of England. Vol. 2. 
Rot. Parl. 47. Ed. III. | 
Parker. Antiq. Britan. Collier. Eccl. Hiſt. - 


1 85 - 
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regard to the Duke's (inclination towards 55 
the Clergy in general at this time: as to 2 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter in particular he 4 
ſeems on the contrary to have continued 
hitherto very much in the Duke's good 
_ graces, who both before, and not long af- 
ter this, honoured him with ſingular marks 
of his friendſhip and confidence. The 
Duke, before his ſetting out on his ex- 
| peditionsto France in the Years 1369 and 
1373, obtained of the King a grant to cer- 
tain Truſtees named by him, of the cuſto- 
dy and intire adminiſtration of all the re- 
venues of his caſtles, manors, and eſtates, 
for one year after his own deceaſe, in order 
to the payment of his debts, and for other 
uʒſes as he ſhould direct. He appointed 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter one of his Truſ- 
tees for both theſe grants. In the begin- 
ning of the year 1375, he likewiſe conſti- 
tuted him his attorney together with the 
Earl of Arundel to appear and act for him | |! 
in any of the Courts of England, during 
| his abſence at the 2 of Bruges. 5 


The truth of the matter ſeems to be, \ 4 
Hat the Laity i in geheral looked with an 13 


* : Rymer: Feeders. vol 7th. p- 8. & 61. 


evil 
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„ners up s cle Ghothad bf claws 


Rnonour and profit in the ſtate; which, as 
it was obvious to remark, rr. lay with 


jn their province; nor were ſuitable to their 


function and character. The p ractice, 


objection, yet ſeems to have taken its riſe 
from the neceſſity of the times: the men 
of abilities had for a long time been chief 
ly employed abroad in the wars; this was 


filled for the moſt part the great poſts of 


however improper in itſelf and kable to _ 


the moſt open road to riches and honours, _ 


and every one was. puſhing forward in it. 
Beſides it was not at any time eaſy to find 
among the Laity perſons properly qualified 
in point of knowledge and letters to fil with 
ſufficiency ſome of the higheſt offices. We 
ſee the King was now obliged to have r& 
courſe to the Lawyers: they gave as little 
ſatisfaction as the Churchmen had done; 
and in a few years it was found neceſſar 
to diſcharge them, | and to call in + 
Churchmen again. 
The French invaſion, which had ink 
ſuch an alarm in England, that even the 


whole body of the Clergy from the age of 


5 Regiſtr, Wykeham. pt. Ach. fol. 3. Wilkins e 8 
Concil. me — Vol. 3. B 91. 
e ſixteen 
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nothing, In the year 1374 the Duke of 
Lancaſter concluded atruce with the French; 


muſtered, and in arms, came at = — 1 


in which by their intrigues they gained 


ſtill mare than they had done in the war. 
The truce was next year renewed; and by 
this time the Engliſh were in a manner 
driven out of France. 
Pope Gregory the Eleventh had inter- 
| poſed with his mediation, and had pre- 
vailed with the Kings of England and 
France to ſend their Ambaſſadours to Bru- 
ges to treat of a Peace. On this occaſion 
the Pope wrote to the Biſhop of Win- 
_ Cheſter, as to a perſon who had the great- 
eſt influence with the King, exhorting and 
conjuring him to uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
to incline him to an accommodation. His 
HFHolineſs did not omit in the concluſion of 
his Letter to beſeech him as earneſtly to 
forward by all poſſible means the payment 
of the Subſidy, which on various pretences 
he had impoſed on the Clergy, of England; 
and which * was now moderated to the Sum 


2 Yee 8 No. VI. 
b Regiſtr. * pt. al A. fol. 1338 


— F 


of 60, ooo Florins, in a conference between 
the agents of both parties at the Congreſs 
of Bruges: on condition however, that 
40,000 Florins more ſhould be paid, to 
make up the Sum at firſt demanded, in caſe 


that the Treaty ſhould happily terminate 
in a Peace between the two OE 


' THE 


or ar gr. ] any” 5 
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he afted onhy by his — General, 
full pen of the Biſkioprick; one * 
the firſt things that required his atten- 
tion, was the care of the Epiſcopal Houſes 
and Bunidings of all ſorts, which his Pre- 
deceſſor had left very much out᷑ of. repair 
in general, and many of them in a ruinous 
condition. The Buildings belonging to 
the Biſhops of Wincheſter were at this 
time very large and numerous: beſides a 
great many granges, r warrens, and 
the like, they had ten or twelve different 
_ Caſtles, Manor-houſes, or Palaces of Re- 
ſidence, properly accommodated for the 
reception of themſelves and their retinue, 
to all which in their turns they uſually - 
reſorted, living according to the cuſtom 
of thoſe times n upon the Prod luce 


2 Dicti W dixerunt ſibi conſtare, 10040 | 
* zdificia; turres, muri, & clauſuræ, in caſtris & mane- 
4 riis dicti Epiſcopatus tempore mortis ejuſdem nuper 
* * diverſimode fuerant ruinoſa, & maxima de- 
* bilitate depreſſa, & quamplurima eorum omnino 
« ad terram diruta & proſtrata, quod de neceſſitate 
'&© reparatione maxima indiguerint. — Regiſt. Wyke- 
| ham. part 3-a. fol. 64. f l ö 
3 Wolveſey, South-Waltham, Merwell, Sutton, | 
High-Clere, Farnham, Elbers Wargrave, Southwerk. 
Taunton, c. | 
8 | 1 1 
| 1 of - 
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of their own eſtates. So great a demand 
as the Biſnop had upon his Predeceſſor's 
Executors for Dilapidations could not very 
ſoon or very eaſily be brought to an ac- 
commodation: me A account was 
n r either ſide — ain — 
In e che: — * e to. him 


him by _ 2 — 127 | 
Draught-Horſes. 1556 head of black Cat- 


_ tle, 387 Weathers. 477 Ewe, 352L 
Lu! and afterwards for Dilapidations, 


. A 1 106. 3 The Bi- 
ſho p made a further demand of 700 Marks, | 
as 5 due to him and allowed upon ac- 
count; which * yngdon's executors ac- 
knowledged and promiſed: to pay. This 
matter was finally ſettled Feb. 6th 137 I-2, 
I)he Biſhop immediately ſet about this 
great work of repairing all the Epiſcopal 
ings in ſuch a manner as might have 
been expected from one of his generous 
ſpirit, and of his ſkill and experience in 
Architecture. To ſupply himſelf with 


4 Regiſt. Wykeham. part 3.4 fol. 63, | 
5 Ibid. part 3. a. fol. 47. =] TO, 
on  & „ 
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te beſt ſtone in ſufficient quantity, he 
chaſed the uſe of the — 2 | 
Quarrer Abby in the Ille of Wight, which 
were formerly much in repute, tho now | 
for many ages diſuſed and neglected. 
Abbot engaged to aſſt him as general d- 
rector and ſurveyor of theſe preparations: 
and the Biſhop wrote circular letters to all 
the Eccleſiaſties of the Wand, both Regu- 
lar and Secular, to defire them to ſend in 
as many workmen,” carriages, and other 
neceſſarĩes for the wor, as they could ſup- 
| ly him with, at the demand, and · accord 
ing to the GireQions of the 'Abbet;- all to 
be defrayed at his own experice, In In *theſe 
repairs of the Epiſcopal houſes, together 
with ſeveral new buildings, raiſed by him 
upon the eſtates of the Biſhoprick, he 
Expendet in the Whole! above bender 
Marks. © 
3 the year 13 373 the Bi hox held'a vi- 
ſitation of his whole Dioceſe; not only of 
the ſecular Clergy through the ſeveral Dean- 
* but alfo of the n and Re- 


e * 


„ MS. Col. Wint. | 
7 Regiſt, Viykeham, pare 3 a, fol. 99, de. 


ligious 


igious houſes of e M4 which he 


« clerum 


Vas nevertheleſs, at this time, a 
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s « Nu a See & Dive, ae Wyn 
ejuſdem, r & 
« atydliter viditare.” -—— Ibid. f TY - The City of 
Wincheſter, tho' müch diminiſbed in it> greatheſy — 
ſplendor ſince the nme when it wis-thin Metropdlis of 
the . Saxon Monarchy, r 
place, I ſhall here give a ſhort view of its Eecleſiaſti- 
cal ſtate; OE EN PIR 
of its atten 


[The Mongltries and. other B Honles is the 


od Miiſite,-or-Garhedral. 8 
thun, a Prior and Convent of XIII Monks, Benedic- 
tines. POE 
The New Minſter; er Abby of Hide, Betiedidtines. | 

The Nunnaminſter, or Abby of St. Mary; an Ab- 
beſs, and XXI Nuns (at the Diſſolution :) Benedic- 


- tines, A little within the Eaſt Gate, on the left hand 


as you enter it. 

The Hoſpital of the. Almogry of the Church of $t. 
Swythun ; Siſters maintained by the ; Monaſtery; com- 
monly called the ouſter GyPtal, 3 
the preſent Co on the Welt!. 
The St. -Elizabeth'; a Provoſt, VI Cha 


 lains Prieſts; VI Clerks and VI Chotiſters Near t 


preſent College on the South-Eaſt. FE | 
The Chappell of Holy Trinity; a. Warden nd * 


ral Prieſts, On the North ſide of the Church-yard of 
the Abby of St. 


A er a each of the: 636 


cant Friars. The Auguſtin Friars, juſt without South- 


_ c e word 6 The 
1 E DEE _ 


2 


T HE 


Grey Friars, or Minors, on the — nn 
Gate. The Dominicans, or Preaching Friars, on the 
; North, within the » ', ne 


The Prior and Brethren of St Peter in the Church 


4s; 


of St. Maurice. - 
The Church of: $t. 


TLaanner Notit. Monaſt. —, ſee Appen. No XVII 
The Parochial Churches and Chappells in the City 


and Suburbs of Wincheſter, in the time of Adam de 
Orleton Bp. of Wint. i. _ oe” bet arm 1345: 


| e ert cg nt. 


: Pa * 

8 g * 7 Wy * . 2 
* 1 * . 

ff | : "Fre ; $ 
ta ok Keddede Tau. e e . 
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Eccleſia Sti. den de Ecclefin 8 Sti. Batbeloma 


Monte. 1 nnn TY 
Sti. peui de chu- 2 Sti. Stephani _ 
| hull, | ta On Het. 
— . Fidis. | x R 4 ton. 7 * 45 
Stæ. Anaſtaſiæ. Sti. Mauritii.. 


DH deal. carbs. ste. . Gertnidis, 


bs wee; prion ome 4 A 
„ [7 4 28 bd | 
_ Eccleſiæ e Tate e ee 


mentioned among 
Religious Houſes) 


Hoſpitali. 
nereſtret : 


Sti. Pancratii. 


| — 88. ee de 


Edera. 
— — Sti. Martini in 
| carnificum. 


W 


l Stæ. Trinitatis : 
( ſub Cuſtode; above- 
the 


Eccleſia de Colebrokſtret. 6 
a Sti. Johannis de 1 5 


: Eccleſia Sti. Michaelis ex. 


tra Kyngate. wh 


— . Mie de 


—— St, Ruwoldi (vel 
| Rombaldi ) i 


— Btæ Baris in Tan- 1 


lender. 


; W W Sti. WE, 


Sti. Laurentii . | 
Parchemeneſtret. 

n Sti. Petri de Mar- 
cell. (f. de Macello.) 


* Sti. Clementis. 


Eccleſia 


abuſes which required · . and re-. 
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viſited in perſon. The ” next year lie ſent: 


his Commiſſioners with powers to correct 


and reform the ſeveral irregularities and 


abuſes which he had ers! in 8 ; 
courſe of his Viſitation. - _ | 


Some youre afterward,” the E 


5 — Houſes thr das his Dio 7M 
and being well informed of the ſtate: and! 
condition of each, and of the particular” 


formation, beſide the orders which he had! 


already given, and the remedies M hich he 


had occaſionally applied by his Commiſ t 
fioners; now iſſued his injunctions to!cackd 


of them. They were accommodated to 
their ſeveral exigencies, and intended to 


correct the abuſes introduced, andi torrecal 


| them all to a ſti. obſervation of tlie 


Rules of their reſpectivs Orders. Many of 


„be 
deal. 80. 525 e rer LED 
Sti. etroct . : | 
e 5 e Nichol a | 
Sti. Salvatoris. >} pe” 
- Btz. Mariæ extra Omarbm Sina! 
portam Borealem. rum in Goldſtret. 
F 


ui Sti. Swythun. 


: L neg, Wykeham, be 4 fol. 172% 9 1 


F 4 5 theſe 


. 


” are evident monuments of the care and 


he met with ſome 
tions in them, and was, upon that occa- 
_ fion, engaged in a long and troubleſome 


account of the Foundation and 
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n are ſtill extant, * 


attention with Which he dice. thus 
part of his Epiſcopal duty. 
But the zeal and diligence with which 


che Biſhop purſued the wholeſome work of 
_ diſcipline, and the reformation of abuſes, 


will be beſt exemplified by an account of 


tis: proceedings in the Viſitation of the 
' Hoſpital of St. Croſs; of which we are 


able to give a more particular detail, as 
difficulties and obſtruc- 


difpute. It will be neceſſary to premaſe:: an 


AT 


tion of this ample and remarkable harit 
which, if it is more particular than in 


elſewhere: to be met with, will not, per- 
_ be the Jeſs agreeable ta the curious 


rig * Hohiant of St. Croſs; at Spdrke- 
ford, near Wine was founded by 


Emy de Blois, Biſhop of Winghel- 
ter, and brother to King Stephen, about 


„8. Coll. Nov. They bear date 1 
be whole account of St. Id from 


125 weben and MS. Call, B. 
. 
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| the year 1136, for the health of his 
| own Soul, and the Squ of his Pre- 

| deceiſdss, and of the Kings of England. 
The Founder's inſtitutjion requires, That 
Thurteen poor Go aorta i . and palk 
1 — cannot maintain themes, 
ſhall abide continually in che Hoſpital, 
who ſhell he provided with proper 
—— beds fuitable to their = 
ſhall have an allowance daily of | 


— for dinner, aut one fri ſupper. If 
any one of theſe ſhall happen to recover 
1 3 ſhall be re- 
pectfully diſcharged, and another taken 
5 i ies dl plac. That beſides theſe Thir- 
teen Poor, an Hundred other Poor, of 
modeſt behaviour, and the moſt indigent 
at dinner time; who ſhall have each a loaf 
of \coarſer-bread, one meſs, and a proper 
allowance of beer, with leave to carry 
away with them whatever 3 of their 
meat and drink after di The Foun- 
der alſo ordered other N to be diſ- 
tributed-to the poor in I, as the re- 


venues of the ae ſhoubT be able to 


bear, 


OF 


7 , x +# 
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pode the whole of which was to be ap- 4 
| plicd to ſuch uſes, - OG 


he Endowment of the Hoſpital con- 
| ſiſted chiefly of the Impropriations of 
Nineteen conſiderable Rectories, for the 

moſt part belonging to the Dioceſe of Win- 
cheſter, and of the Biſhop's Patronage; 

the greateſt part of which were afterwards 
converted into annual Penſions; I do not 

find when, or by what means this altera- 
tion was made; but it ſeems to have taken 
place not long: after the firſt Foundation 
of the Hoſpital. The Revenues” of the 
Hoſpital appear, by an old record of In- 
quiſition, produced in Wykeham's time 
by the Prior of Wincheſter, from the Ar- 
chives of his Monaſtery, without date, to E 
have amounted to about 250 l. per an- 
num; they are ſaid: by Wykeham in his 
Letters to the wit to * e 3001! 
i 10625457 13 


- 1 Walſham, Lor ae Dach de Wal- 
tham, J Nutteſellynge, Mellebrook, Twyford, Henton, 
Alwareſtok, Exton, Huſſeborne, Wytcherche, Chil- 


balton, Wodehay, Awelton [or Aulton in Canynge | 55 


merſh] Wynteney, [or  Wyteney] Stocton, Ovyn | 
Upham, Baghurſt, Farle. Of bf theſe W Huſ- 
ſeborne with the - Chappell of Borne, Twyford with 
the — of Oſelbury, 1475 wa the Mar” 
nor sſhton, continue appropriated to 


| HAM. 75 
per anmam; and are proved bythe” e x 1- 
of the Hoſpital; and eee to haue 
been, at that time, above 400 l. per an- 


num. The whole Revenues of the Hoſ e- 


pital were free from all Taxes both to the 
King and Pope, as being wholly appropri- 
ated to the Poor; except / l. 4 8. 6 d. (called 
_ elſewhere 8 J.) per annum, which was 
the W ga the Friods, or n 
Portion- . E 5 EN its 
The particular aden 8 ks 3 
with their valuations according tothe above- 
mentioned Record of Inquiſition, were as 
follows: Each of the Thirteen ſecular Bre, 
tren had daily one loaf of good wheat 
bread, of five marks weight; (or 3 pounds 
4 ounces ;) one gallon and half of good 
ſmall. Beer; a ſufficient | quattity: of :Pot- 
tage; three meſſes at Dinner, namely, one 
meſs called Moxtrell, made of: milk and 


he Gloſſaries give us no very ſatisfactory 
theſe words : the 7 the bigſt is better 2 


mined by the deſcription iven, than from -any 
other explication that 1 nd of it. Waftelbrad 
was perhaps a better ſort of \ ſo called from Ha- 


fell, 2 Veſſel, or wh | which it was' made, 
following. or weighed ; as ſeems —— 
followin e; Octo panes in ant 

x18 5 Waftell: unius miche — 8 | 
Regiſt. * part 3. b. 11 5 


Waſtel- 


bh. 


2 
Waſtelbred, one meſs of fleth-or fiſh, ol ; 


one meſs for Supper: 
at 17 d. q a week; in Wykeham's time 


that of the Fo 


ge, Dr 


Srammar School of Wincheſter, fent 


Eve of St. 
I the ut * were den wer FO 
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one pitance as the day ſhould require; and 
The whole valued 


at 3 d. a day... On fix Holidays in the 
year they had white bread and ale in the 
fame quantities; and one of their meſſes 
was roaſt- meat or fiſh of a better ſort; 
and on the Eves of thoſe Holidays, and 

e hey had 


an extraordinary 9 of "Hs | 
e eee The hundred Poor 

fed in a place called : 
mennethall; exch of them had a Jaf of 


of ſmall beer, a ſufficient quantity of Po 


oF which Hundred Poor were always T 
teen of the poorer ſcholars of the Great 


the Schoolmaſter. On the Anniverſary 0 
the Founder's Obit, Auguſt 5 being the 


were received at the Hoſpital: to each of 
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and ons meſs: ef the: Gage fort with t tho 
peas os + o 'the oond Han 


dred was given the uſual Hundredman's 
Allowance; and to each of the third Hun- 
dred half a Loaf of the Rrethren's bread. 
On fix Holidays in the year the Hundred 
| men had each « Louf of th dene fort of 


7 — 4 a Porter, twelve Servants, two teems 
1 7 pag prev ang args (ov; 

4 Brethre m ofthe Hoſp of 5. John 

of Jeruſalem Guardians and Adminiſtra- 

tors of his Hoſpital of St. Croſs, aving to 

the A —— his Canonical | 

| Richard. Todive Bilkiop. of * Wincheter 


| the Maſter and Brethren of St. John of Je- SR 
ern Te aaron; oe | 


OE TNT The Mac. 
ter and Brethren ceded to the Biſhop. of | 


ann and his iuccelior the Admi- 
- e 


niftvation of As ay: ie Biſhop giv 
ing them the Impropriation of the Chartiin, 8 
of Mordon and Hanniton for the payment 
of 53 marks per annum, and procuring 
them a diſcharge from the penſion of 10 
marks, two wax candles, and ten pound 
of wax, paid to the Monks of St. Swithun 
for the Houſe of St. Croſs: and the Biſhop 
moreover, out of regard to God, and 4 
the health of the King's ſoul and his own, 
(and becauſe the revenues of the Hoſpital 
were ſufficient for the maintenance of ma- 
ny more poor, and ought not to be con- 
verted to other uſes, as Wykeham repre- 
ſents to the Pope) orders, that beſides the. 
number inſtituted by the Founder, one 
Hundred additional Poor ſhould alſo be fed 
boot day in the ſame manner at the Hoſpi- 
This agreement is dated April the roth, 
1185, and was made at Dover in the pre- 
ſence of the King, and atteſted by him. This 
[new inftitution of feeding an Hundred 
| additional Poor was not of long conti» 
nuance: it had ceaſed long 1 Wyke- 
ham's time; and inſtead of it, by what au- 
thority I cannot ſay, was introduced the 


eſtabliſhment of Four Prieſts, Thirteen ſe- 


cular Clerks, and ſeven Choriſters, who 
| F "wa 


rien * 
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the "Hoſpital for the 
performance of divine rei in the Church. 
The Four Prieſts dined at the Maſter's 
table, and had each a ſtipend of 3 l. 68. 8 d. 
per annum; the Thirteen Clerks had wich. 
daily a Loaf of Wheat Bread, weight 61 
| ſhillings and 8 pence, (i. e. 3 lb. 1 02.) 
three quarts'of beer, and one meſs of fleſh 
or fiſh of the Brethren was allotted to 
two of them; the ſeven Choriſters had each 
one Loaf of the common family Bread, 
and "the fragments of the Maſter's Table 
; Common Hall; fo as to have a ſuffi 
dient x proviſions and were taught at ſchool 
1 Suck was the inſtitution and economy 
of the Hoſpital of St. Croſs; which had 
E 11 obſerved in general, and 
with bs nn to all 


ham ae Te t0 che Pope, 1 
ſome of the former Biſhops of Wincheſter \ _ 
. referrec d to it their nephews and kinſ- | 
1, not rightfully: 0 the Matterſhip | 
of an i Hoſpital, but as to an Eccleſiaſtical -* 
Benefice; who had converted to other pur 
poſes the revenues of it aſſigned to theſe 
pious uſes, contrary to — and to 
8 | the 


„% Tub rr or 


the Founder's inftitution. In this he ſeems. 
to havea particular view to John de Edyng- 


don, nephew to the late Biſhop *; who 

had quitted the Mafterſhip ſome time de- 
fore Wykeham came to the Biſhoprick. 
By his manner of leaving this office we 
may pretty well judge how he had ated in 


it: he took away and alienated the whole 
ſtock belonging to the Hoſpital; all the 


cattle, corn, goods, inftruments, utenſils, 


and moveables whatſoever, either in the 
Houle itſelf, or upon the eſtates. Beſides, 
the neceſſary repairs of dilapidations left 


by him amounted by computation to be- 
_ tween three and four hundred pounds. 
Wykeham was no ſooner Biſhop of 


Wincheſter, than he reſolved to rectify _ 
theſe abuſes. William de Stowell, Edyng- 


don's ſucceſſor, perhaps foreſeeing the 
ſtorm that was coming on, choſe to make 


| his retreat, and procured the Rectory of 
| Burghdclere in exchange for his Maſterſhip. 
The Biſhop admitted of the exchange; but 


ordered him ee upon his —— 


„ Biſhop Edyngdon e his nephew to the Maſ. 
terſhip-of St. Croſs Hoſpital, April 18, 1 349» « In 
beneficium perpetuum & non curatum.“ — 
Edyngden, part 1. fol. 45. 


tion 


oo” 3X oo». 


6 1 r an PTY 


Sid w—-- 
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tion to make a full and particulat inven- 
tory of all the ſtock and goods belonging 

to the Hoſpital at prefent, with an account 


of the ſtate in which he at firſt received 


them, by way of Indenture between him 
and Richard de Lyntesford his fucceſſor; 
to keep one copy of it himſelf, to deliver 

| another to his fucceflor, and a third to him, 
the Biſhop, for his better information when 
he ſhould come thither in perſon. This 
mandate is dated March 23, 1367, the 
day after Lyritesford's admiſſion: William 
de Stowell immediately obeyed, and ſent 
an inventory. The next ſtep the Biſhop | 
took was to fend Commiſſaries to the 
Hoſpital, and the feveral manors and eſtates 
belongirig to it, to examine into tlie ſtate 
of things at the time of the death of Ri- 
chard de Luſteſhull late maſter, and inquire 
what ſtock and goods his executors deli- 
vered to his Succeſſor John de Edyngdon. 
The Commiſſion is dated April 20, 1368, 
 Lyntesford began now to repent of his 
exchange, not finding himſelf likely to 
make the advantages which he had expect- 
ed from his new preferment. The Biſhop 
had fequeſtred his goods as a ſecurity for 
the flock of the Hoſpital, He took 
1 ä the 
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ei or , 
the ſame method that his Predeceſſor had 


done, and got an exchange of his Maſter- 


ſhip with Roger de Cloune for the Rectory 
of Campfal in Vorkſhire. Juſt as this 
affair was brought to a concluſion, the 


Biſhop, being now fully and regularly in- 


formed of the embezzlements and abuſes 


: committed by the ſeveral late Maſters of 
the Hoſpital, iſſued a commiſſion, dated 


July 39, 1370, to inquire into the parti- 
culars and value of the true and accuſ- 
tomed ſtock and goods belonging to it, 
as they ought to be tranſmitted from Maſ- 


ter to Maſter ; and to examine upon oath 


all perſons that could give information in 
this affair, and particularly Edyngdon; 
Stowell, Lyntesford, late Maſters, and 
Cloune the preſent Maſter. 
Upon the report of his 88 
the Biſhop ſummoned the four Maſters to 


appear before him at Southwark on the 
22d of October, 1 370. He repreſents to 


them the deſign of the Foundation of the 
Hoſpital; that the whole revenues of it 
are to be applied to the uſe of the Poor, 
except the Maſter's allowance, taxed at 
71. 45. 6d. and no more; and that the 
Maſter of the ä is obliged yearly to 


'* make 


: _ 
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make an inventory, and give an account 


of his Adminiſtration to his Dioceſan ac- 
cording to, the Conſtitution * of Clement 
the Vth, „ Quia contingit, &c.” That the 


Maſterſhip i is not a perpetual Eccleſiaſtical 


Benefice, but a temporal office requiring 


continual reſidence and perſonal miniſtry. 
That therefore he will proceed againſt them, 
enforce the ſaid conſtitution, and compel all 


andevery one of them, to make an inven- 
_ tory, and give an account of their Ad- 
- miniſtration. They plead, that they are 
not obliged, nor was it ever the cuſtom, ſo 
to do. Roger de Cloune's Plea in parti- 


cular is; 8 the Houſe of St. Croſs is a 
perpetual Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, ſine- eure, 
free from all obligation of making oath, 


giving any inventory, or rendring any ac- 
count; that it was principally founded for 
the hanour of the worſhip of God, and 


has nothing of the nature or uſe of an 


Hoſpital; the Brethren received into the 
Houſe being weak and infirm in body, but 


no way diſeaſed or infected; fo not com- 


ing under the deſcription of an Hoſpital, 


according to the terms of Clement's conſti- 


« Clementin. lib. 3. tit. OS 2. 
8 2 5 N tution; 


3 number o 


$3; "MB Een r 
ige; ; atid that the Maſter has the free 
adminiſtration of all the poſſeſſions and | 
_ goods belonging td it, with the bur 
only of making a certain diſtribution to a 
5 Krain number of poor, both within arid 
without the houſe, _ 
© Upon this Plea, by the hetp of all the 
a and _—_ that the forms of Law 
could ſipply them with, the Maſters con- 
trived to rote the ſuit through a great 
hearings for almoſt a year and 
half; when the Biſhop s Commiſſaries pro- 
ceeded to give ſentence ”: that the maſters 
had not proved their allegations, and ought 
to be compelled by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 
to give an account of their adminiſtra- 4 
not. - | | 
Againſt this whole peoccelfing before 
ſentence was pronouticed, Roger de Cloune 
| appealed to the Pope. The Biſhop at the 
ſame time writes to the Pope: repreſent- 
ing to him the whole ſtate of the caſe; arid 
that Cloune deſigtied by his Appeal to ſet 
on foot ah endleſs ſuit, that in the mean 
time he might with impunity embezzle and 
convert to his own uſe the goods and re- 


7 Feb. 23. 1372-3. : 
1 85 venues 
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venues of- the Hoſpital ; ws begs his Ho- 
lineſs to interpoſe. The Pope, rejecting | 
the Appeal of Cloune, takes the cauſe in- 
to his own hands, and conſtitutes the Bi- 

ſhop of London his Delegate and judge in 


it. Before him the Maſters appear by their 


Proctors. Roger de Cloune excepts againſt 
the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop of London, 
and the Pope's Bulle, as „ ob- 

tained, and upon an unfair ſtate of the 
caſe. Edyngdon joins in the exception. 
Stowell and Lyntesford, who 1 in the whole 
fore ſubmitted themſelves abſolutely to the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter's will and diſpoſal, 
upon oath and under the penalty each of 
100 l. and had made a formal denuncia- 
tion to him of Cloune's 8 illegal practices 


refuſe to join in it. 


After many hearings, adjournments, al- 
tercations upon the exception, and ſubter- 
fuges of all forts, the Biſhop charges the 
. preſent Maſter with Dilapidation, Diſſipa- 

tion, and Subſtraction, public and notori- 
ous, of the goods of — Hoſpital ; and 
_ petitions that they may be ſequeſtred, 
while the cauſe ſhall be depending : the 
= Feb. 25, 1372 · 3. 
„ » OW ſequeſtra- 
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ſequeſtration is iſſued, and the Biſhop or- 
ders that the poor be provided for as uſual. 
He had ſome time before appointed a Coad- 


jutor to Cloune, without whoſe advice and 


conſent he was not to act; and ſtrictly com- 
manded him to abſtain from all ſort of alie- 
nation of the Hoſpital's goods for the future. 
Cloune ſeems to have procured the Maſ- 
terſhip with no other deſign than to enrich. 
himſelf with the plunder of the Hoſpital. 
He knew the hazard he ran of being ob- 
liged to refund ; but let Law and Juſtice do 
their worſt, he thought he ſhould find his 
account in it in the end. He therefore at firſt 
| ſeized upon the whole revenues and ſtock 
of the Hoſpital as his property; he ſold 
the corn and the cattle, and a great quan- 
tity of materials that had been laid in for 
repairs, and converted the money to his 
own uſe: while the ſuit was depending, 
he had the impudence to pull down the 
larder of the Hoſpital, and to ſell the ma- 
terials. Indeed it was now of no uſe: the 
Great Hall was fallen in; the Hundred 
Poor were turned away; and the thirteen 
| Brethren were forced to quit the Hoſpital, 
and provide for themſelves where they 
5 £01 uld. 


The 
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The Judge proceeds at laſt to the defi- 
nitive ſentence: That the Biſhop hath ſuf- 
f ciently proved his libel againſt, the Maſters . 
Roger de Cloune is condemned in coſts of. 
ſuit : 50 1, is demanded, as the Biſhop's 
expences, given in upon oath by his Proc- 
tor, which the Judge moderates. to 44 J. 
Cloune was willing to try if it was not 
ſtill poſſible to protract the affair, and ap- 
pealed again to the court of Rome: his 
appeal ſeems to have been rejected there: 
for next * year he appears before the Biſhop. 
of London, and profeſſing himſelf better 
informed, gives up his cauſe, renounces 
his appeal, and ſubmits to the ſentence; 
and then obliges himſelf by oath to give an 
inventory, and render an account of his 
adminiſtration annually to the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, when he ſhall be called upon 
ſo to do. Upon which he is abſolved from 
all ſentences of excommunication pro- 
nounced againſt him for contumacy, and 
injoined for penance to obſerve his oath of 
obeying the orders of 1 Church i in this 
behalf. 
_ i ſcams to have been a cuſtom at this 
time, for the Maſter of St, Croſs to conſti- 


* Dec. 5, 1373- Jan. 11, 1374. 
=yg | 


tute a e who preſided at the Hoſ 


3 THE LIFE OF 


pital for him: ſuch was one William de 
Caſtelford, Rector of St. Pancras Wincheſ- 
ter, who was Cloune's agent and miniſter 


D mall his iniquities there. He had been ſo 


deeply engaged in this affair, that he 
thought it proper to abſent himfelf upon 
the occafion. The Biſhop, as he could 
not reach him atherwiſe, proceeded againſt 
him, and excommunicated him for non- 
reſidence. 
|  'Tis not to be doubted, but that the 
5 Biſhop of Wincheſter, after having pur- 
ſued this affair ſo earneſtly for above ſix 
years, and having at laſt overcome all ob- 
ſtructions, called the delinquents to a ſe- 
vere account, and perfectly reinſtated the 
Hoſpital 1 in all its rights, and re-eſtabliſhed 
its primitive uſe and inſtitution. He took 
care ever after * to inſert in the act of 
collation of the Maſterſhip of this and all 
other Hoſpitals the Maſter s obligation to 
obey the conſtitution of Clement the Vth, 
In a word, he fo far reſtored this charity 
to its original deſign, and left it under 
ck due regulation, that his immediate 


= Regiſt, Wykeham, pare 1. paſſim. 
: ſuc- 
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ſucceſſor Beaufort, having reſolved to diſ- 


poſe of ſome part of his great wealth to 
the like e choſe rather to make an 


þ $8 


© TY 2 


75 very great toe pe Es ef the 


Hoſpital of St. Croſs, for the maintenance 
of two Priefts, thirty-five Brethren, and 


| three Siſters, beſide thoſe of the antient 


foundation, He vg his new eſtabliſh- 
ment the name 5 The Alms-houſe of 
Noble Poverty ; ; by which it appears that 
he deſigned it for the relief of decayed 
Gentlemen. The Hoſpital, tho' much 4 
miniſhed in its revenues, by what means 


I cannot ſay, yet ſtill ſubſiſts upon the re- 
7 mains of both endowments. 


The Biſhop was warned by the great 


abuſes which he had ſeen at St. Croſs, to 


Henry the VIth, in conſideration of the ll of 


I 1 50 marks paid to him by Cardinal Beaufort 15 
to him ſeveral manors, &c, of the year Rr gool. 
with licence to aſſign them to the Maſter and Brethren 
of St. Croſs. With theſe the Cardinal endowed the 
Hoſpital in the year 1444, adding to them the impro- 


priations of Crundale, and e other Churches of 
his Dioceſe and pe Mon. Avg. Vol. 2. 1.25 480. 
0 


L of the Ch. of Wincheſter” No 1. fi 


| 5 Domus — — Nobilis Paupertatis.“ 14 | 
Ser. book of the Church of Wincheſter. No 1. fol. 66. 
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keep a more Watchful eye upon other cha- 
rities of the ſame nature. While he had 
that affair upon his hands, he held a vi- 
ſitation * of the Hoſpital of St. Thomas 
Southwark ; ſtill proceeding upon the con- 
ſtitution of Clement the Vth. Afterward 
he viſited ? the Hoſpital of Sandon in the 
county of Surry, Whatever irregularities 
he might find there, he met with no re- 
fiſtance to his authority, 
At the ſame time that Wykeham \ was 
thus engaged in the reformation of theſe 
charitable inſtitutions, he was forming the 
plan of a much more noble and extenſive 
foundation of his own, and taking his 
meaſures for putting it in execution. He 
had long reſolved to diſpoſe of the wealth 
which the Divine Providence had fo abun- 
dantly beſtowed upon him, to ſome cha- 
Titable uſe and for the public good; but 
was greatly embarraſſed when - he came 
to fix his choice upon ſome deſign that 
was like to prove moſt beneficial, and leaſt 
liable to abuſe. 2 He tells us * himſelf, that 


'F Regiſt Wykeham, part 2 a. fol. 62. dated Jan. 11 


71-2. | | 
11 Ibid. fol. 116. dated Nov. 2. 1374. 
7 Statut, call. — & Wint. 
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upon this occaſion he diligently examined 
and conſidered the various rules of the 
religious orders, and compared with them 
the lives of their ſeveral profeſſors; - but 
was obliged with grief to declare, that 
he could not any where find that the or- 
dinances of their Founders, according to 

their true deſign and intention, were at 
preſent obſerved by any of them. This 
reflexion affected him greatly, and inclined 
him to take the reſolution of diſtributing his 


riches to the poor with his own hands, ra- 


ther than to employ them in eſtabliſning an 
inſtitution, which might become a ſnare and 
an occaſion of guilt to thoſe for whoſe be- 
nefit it ſhould be deſigned. After much 
deliberation, and devout invocation of the 
Divine aſſiſtance, conſidering how greatly 
the number of the Clergy had been of late 
reduced wy continual wars and frequent 
peſtilences ?, he determined at laſt to en- 
1 deavour 


The great plague, which raged in England for 


five months only in the beginning of the year 1349, is 

ſaid by the hiſtorians to have ſwept away almoſt one 
half of the people, and nine parts out of ten of the 
_ Clergy. It carried off whole families together, and 
left none remaining. In the Hoſpital of Sandon in the 


gounty of — the Maſter and Brethren, every * | 


deavour to remedy, as far as he was able, 


4 


this deſolation of the Church, by relieving 
poor ſcholars in their clerical education; 
and to eſtabliſh two Colleges of Students 

for the honour of God and increaſe of 
of them died of it. Regiſt. Edyngdon part 1. fol. 49. 
The pariſh Churches were for the moſt part 42 4 
and left without divine ſervice : at Oxford the ſchogls 
were ſhut, and the ſcholars diſperſed themſelves or died. 
Afterward, out of mere neceſſity, great numbers of il 
literate laymen, who had loſt their wives in the plague, 
tho* they could hardly read, much leſs underſtand, 
the common ſervice, were admitted into Holy Orders, 
In 1361, there was another called the ſecond or Leſſer 
Plague, which ſwept away great numbers of the com- 


mon people, many of the Nobility, and ſeven of the 
Biſhops. Knyghton, Walſingham, Harding's Chro- 


nicle, Harpsfietd, Parker, Ant. Wood, There was 4 


third Plague in the year 1368. See Wilkins, Conc. 
Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 74. Hollinſhed ſays there was 
another in the year 1 370, particularly at Oxford. The 
Monk of Evefham, in the Life of Rich. II. (publiſhed 
by Hearn) ſays there was another in the years 1381 
and 1382, which he calls the Fifth Plague. The 
Parliament of 1376, in their remarkable petition 
againſt the oppreſſions of the Pope, repreſented to 
the King, That ſince the good antient cuſtoms of 


* Piety and Charity had been perverted, and Covetouſ- 


s neſs and Simony increaſed, the kingdom had been 
< full of adverſities, as Wars, Peſtilence, Famine, Mu- 
© rain, whereby it was ſo much deſtroyed, that thexe | 
was not the third part of the people left.“ See 
Brady's Appendix to Hiſt. of Eng. Vol. II. Ne 100. 
Archbiſhop Iſlip gives the ſame reaſons for his foundin 
Canterbury Hall in Oxford. See his Statutes in Wil- 
kins's Conc, Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 52. | t 
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his worſhip, for the ſupport and exalta- 


tion of the Chriftian Faith, and for the 
improvement of the liberal arts and fcis 


| ences; hoping and truſting, that men of 
| ketters and various knowledge, and bred 


up in the fear of God, would ſee more 
clearly, and attend more ſtrictly to the ob- 
ligation lying upon them to obſerve the 
rules and directions which he ſhould give 


them. Wykeham ſeems to have come 


to this reſolution, and in ſome meaſure to 
have formed in his mind his general Plan, 


as early as his becoming Biſhop of Win- 


cheſter: for we find *, that in little more 


than two yelirs after, he had made pur- 


chaſes of ſeveral parcels of ground in the 


city of Oxford, which miake the chief part 


of the ſite of his College there. His Col- 
lege of Wincheſter, intended as a nurſery 


for that of Oxford, was part of his origi- 


nal plan: for as early as the year 1373s 
before he procteded any further in his de- 


ſign for the latter, he eſtabliſhed a ſchoot 
at Wincheſter, of the fame kind with the 


ann and for the ye N He 


0 hs Wood. Hiſt. Univ. think m 2. p. 128. 


where he gives a minute and particulny account of 


agreed | 


theſe PR 
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Ss : with Richard de Herten is for 
ten years, beginning from Michaelmaſs of 


the year above-mentioned, he ſhould di- 


ligently inſtruct in Grammatical Learning 


as many poor ſcholars as the Biſhop ſhould 
ſend to him, and no others without his 
leave; that the Biſhop ſhould. provide and 
allow him a proper aſſiſtant; and that 
Herton, in caſe of his own illneſs, or ne- 
ceſſary abſence, ſhould ſubſtitute a | proper 


Maſter to ſupply his place. Y 
Wykeham's munificence proceeded al- 


ways from a conſtant generous principle, 
a true ſpirit of liberality. It was not ow-, 
ing to a caſual impulſe, or a ſudden emo- 


tion, but was the effect of mature delibe- 
ration and prudent choice. His enjoyment 


of riches conſiſted in employing them in 


acts of beneficence ; and while they were 


_ increaſing upon him, he was continually 


deviſing proper means of diſpoſing of them | 
for the good of the publick : not delaying 


It till the time of his death, when he could 


keep them no longer ; nor leaving to the - 
care of others what he could better exe- 


cute himſelf; but forming his ow de- 


7» See Appendix, No vn. | 
Ggns 
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ſigns early, and as ſoon as he had the abi- 
lity, putting them in execution, that he 
might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the 

beneficial effects of them; and that by 
conſtant obſervation and due experience 
he might from time to time improve and 


perfect them, ſo as to render them om 
more beneficial, 


SECTION 1V. 
His troubles in the laſt your of Edward III. 


W HILE W. ykeham was purſuing 
theſe generous deſigns, and was 
now prepared to carry them into execu- 
tion, he was on a ſudden attacked by a 
party formed againſt him at court, in ſuch 
a manner, as not only obliged him to lay 
them aſide for the preſent, but might have 
reduced him to an inability of ever re- 
ſuming them. The accounts which are 

given 


given ug of this whole affair by later wri- 
ters, are either ſo falſe, ſo imperfect, or fo 


confuſed, both as to matters of fact and 


their cauſes, that in order to clear it up, 


it will be. neceſſary, wholly diſregarding | 
whatever they have advanced without 


ſufficient proof, to lay together all the cir- 
cumſtances relating to it, of which there 


"_ an undoubted teſtimony. 
* the return of the Prince of 


wat to 
clining ſtate of health, in the year 1371, 
the Duke of Lancaſter was-ſent into Aqui- 


taine, and had the chief management of 


the war in France committed to him; 
which detained him there, for the moſt 
part, till the middle of the year 1374 ; 


when a truce being made, which was af- 


terward prolonged from time to time, he 


returned, and took up his reſidence at the i 


court of England. The King was now de- 
clining, and the Prince of Wales 's caſe deſ- 


perate: the Duke therefore, being the next 


ſurviving fon of the King, looked 


upon 
himſelf as the perſon to whom the. ſole 


5 management of affairs in the preſent fitua- 


3h T: Walſogham. Collins's Life of the Black Prince, 
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England, on aceount of his de- 


— 


P cc £4 — * 
5 = Wa FRE SIM . : n a SEE af: Ss © 
DEP? IB or df Yoo ns 8 „ > * 


E 


— — — 
r 
1 hs hd l 


$2 r H E LIFE: OF 


tion of right belonged. However, he ſeems 
not to have had influence enough with the 
King his father to gain his point, without 
the aſſiſtance of Alice Perrers, who now 


for ſome years had been conſidered as the 
King's Miſtreſs, and had certainly gotten 
a very great aſcendant over him. Taking 
this Lady into his party, and making uſe 
of her power, he in effect got into his own 
hands the adminiſtration of all affairs: he 
aſſumed to himſelf a very extraordinary de. 
gree of authority, and abuſed it to man 
ill purpoſes. Tis certain, that both from 


his known ambitious temper, and his be- 
haviour on this occaſion, the whole na- 


tion ſuſpected that he carried his views far- 
ther than the preſent power of which he 
had poſſeſſed himſelf, and had formed a 
deſign * of ſetting aſide his young nephew, 
and ſeizing the Crown, when the _ 


. Walf 3 1 8 &c. 


The Duke of Lancaſter. himſelf complained, in. 
the firſt Parliament of Richard II. that the Commons 
had ſpread ſuch reports of him, as, if true, amounted 
to open treaſon; & que teilles paroles avoient lon- 


„ gement volez parmi le Royaume fauxement.” Rot, 
Parl. 1. R. 2. Tit. 14. The fame opinion of the Duke 
of Lancaſter's deſigns ſeems to have prevailed likewiſe 


in France. See Monach, Eveſham, in Vita Rich. th 


Edit. Hearn. p. 3. 


tunity 


tunity ſhould offer, which now ſeemed 
near at hand. 


The Prince of Wales, who knew per- 


| fectly well his brother's ambition, and could 


not but obſerve the advances which he 
made, was alarmed with apprehenſions of 
the danger which threatned his ſon, He 
reſolved therefore to uſe his utmoſt endea- 


vours to obſtruct the Duke of Lancaſter's 


deſigns, to break the party which he had 
formed at court, and to get all that be- 
longed to it removed from the King's 
perſon. The Parliament, which after two 
years intermiſſion, met in the latter end 
of April, 1376, gave him a proper op- 
portunity of —_— all that he pro- 
poſed: 

As * ſoon as the Parliament was opened, 
| the Commons having held a conference 


with the Lords, renewed for three years 


longer the ſubſidies granted in the laſt Par- 
lament; which were now near the term of 
their expiration ; but deſired to be excuſed 
making any further grant, on account of 


the diſtreſſes of the times, unleſs any ex- 5 HE 


ty n caſe ſhould e in which 


3 Rot. Parl. ©. Ed. III. 0 
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they would aid the King to the utmoſt of 
their ability, They then petition him, 
that he would be pleaſed to augment his 
Council to the number of ten or twelve of 
the chief Lords and Prelates, who ſhould 
be continually near his perſon, ſo that, 
without the advice and conſent of ſix, or 
at leaſt four of them, no buſineſs ſhould 
be concluded. To this requeſt, under ſome 
reſtrictions, the King gave his aſſent. 

The Commons, moreover, making pro- 
teſtations of their due allegiance to the 
King, declared, that if he had had faith- 
ful Counſellors and Officers, he could not 
but have been exceeding rich in treaſure, 
and would have been under no neceſſity of 
charging his people with ſubſidies, conſi- 
dering the great ſums of money that had 
been brought into the kingdom by the 
ranfoms. of the Kings. of France and Scot- 
land, and of other priſoners and coun- 
tries. They — . therefore, that the 
frauds and extortions of certain private 
perſons about the King, and others of 
their confederacy, may be ſtrictly inquired 
into: of which they make a particular de- 
claration under three heads. Firſt, of ſuch 
rome — the King, and their 
coonfe- 
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confederates, as procured ſtaple-ware and 


bullion to be conveyed to other places than 


Calais, for their own profit, and to the 
great detriment of the King and Kingdom. 

Secondly, of ſuch as by conſent and con- 
trivance of the ſaid perſons about the King, 
made agreement for divers ſums of money 
for the King's uſe upon uſury, making 
him pay much higher intereſt than they 
bargained for. Thirdly, of ſuch as in con- 
federacy with the ſame perſons, bargained 

with the King's creditors for the tenth, 
twentieth, or hundredth penny, and then 
procured the King to pay the whole debt, 
for their own profit, and to the defraud- 


ing both of the King and of his creditors, 


Upon theſe and ſome other articles many 
perſons were impeached and convicted: 
the principal of whom were the Lord La- 
timer, then Lord Chamberlain, who! had 
the greateſt ſhare of the Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter's friendſhip and confidence, and Alice 
Perrers. Latimer was impriſoned and 

fined, and rendered incapable of bearing 

any office under the King. Alice Perrers 


was baniſhed from Court, and an ordi- 


4 Parker, 
J 
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nance made with particular reſpectt to her, 


That no woman, eſpecially Alice Perrers, 


ſhould ſollicite or proſecute any buſineſs in 
the King's Courts by way of maintenance, 
on pain of forfeiture and baniſhment out 
of the kingdom. And Hiſtorians * affirm, 
that the Duke of Lancaſter himſelf was 
with the reſt removed from about the 
King's perſon, in conſequence of theſe re- 
monſtrances of Parliament; which were 
very well underſtood to be aimed at him, 
as they included his chief friends and de- 
pendents; though out of regard to his high 
quality, or dread of his power, no one 
ventured perſonally to attack him, or ex- 
preſsly to mention his name n che oc- 
caſion. 5 ; 
The whole n and nad 1 
of this proſecution was undertaken in the 
Houſe of Commons, by Sir Peter dela Mare; 
and it was carried on by him, not only 
with great ſpirit and zeal, but with ſingu- 
lar abilities and eloquence. He was 4 
Knight of Herefordſhire, and was Steward 
to Edmond Mortimer Earl of March. The 
Earl of March had married Philippa, only 


5 Walſingham, &. Stow. 
child 
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child of Lionel Duke of Clarence, the 


Duke of Lancaſter's elder brother; and 
conſequently his eldeſt ſon by her was in- 


| diſputably next heir to the Crown after 


young Richard. His ſituation therefore 
in the preſent juncture was nearly the 
ſame with that of the Prince of Wales, 
and he was proportionably concerned to 
ſecure his own ſon's rights againſt the 
ſuſpected deſigns of the Duke of Lancaſter. 
So that the chief end and principal aim of 
this proſecution, tho not expreſsly declared 
in Parliament, yet could not but be ſuffi- 
ciently underſtood by the whole nation, 
from its being favoured: by the Prince of - 
Wales and his friends, and its being moved 


and conducted by a friend and dependent 1 


of the Earl of March. And the cauſe 
was ſo popular, and the ſeverity which the 
Parliament exerciſed againſt all of the Duke 
of Lancaſter's party ſo agreeable to the 
ſenſe of the whole nation, that this Par- 
liament was after ward diſtinguiſned by the 
name of the Good Parliament. 

On the 8th of June, before the Partia- 
ment had finiſhed 1 its nen, died the Prince 


: 7 Wilſiogham. SD 
. 15 | of 
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| of Wales ; one of the greateſt heroes, and 
the moſt truly deſerving of that name, that 
ever this, or any other nation produced; 
and what is more, the beſt and moſt ami- 
able of men. He had always had * a great 
regard for the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who 
was zealouſly — to his ſervice: and he 
now gave him an indubitable teſtimony of 
his eſteem and affection, by appointing him 
one * of the executors of his Will. The Bi- 
ſhop received ſome years after ward the ſame 
mark of confidence from his worthy con- 


fort the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, with 


particular expreſſions of the friendſhip and 
affectionate regard which ſne bore towards 
him. The A of Wales 's will was Arne 


1 Nec non revolventes 8 3 noſtræ 
ad magnum locum quem [idem Epiſcopus Wynton. 


ce præfato Domino & Patri noſtro in fuis agendis di- 


4 verſimode tenuit, & ad ſpecialem affectionem & ſin 
_ * ceram dilectionem, quas idem Pater noſter erga præ- 
« fatum Epiſcopum = & habuit, dum ageret in 

* humanis.” lauſe in the pardon granted to 

| * by Richard II. Rymer. Feed. Val. 7th. 
„103 

, 9 Regiſt. Sudbury. Fol. 91, _ 

_ _ *® Regiſt. Courtney, Fol. 214, — © Venerabiles 
in Chriſto Patres & Amicos meos cariflimos dominos 

_*< Robertum Conſanguineum meum Dei gratia London. 

« & Wilhelmum eadem gratia Wynton. Epiſc. &c.“ 
Dated Aug. 7th, 8. * 


only | 
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only the day before he died; from which 
circumſtance we may conclude, that tho 
the Prince had been long ſenſible that he 
was drawing near his end, yet he was not 
altogether in a dying condition, nor ſo far 
diſabled, but that he could attend to the 

motions and proceedings of the Parliament, 
who in their oppoſition to the Duke of 
Lancaſter and his party acted all p 


In 


i} + 


* Walſingham. An Author, who probably wrote 
before Walſingham, ſays likewiſe the ſame thing. He 
gives the following account of the tranſaQions of this 

Parliament. In principio menſis Maii fecit Rex Ed- 
„ wardus. maximum Parliamentum apud Weſtmonaſt. 
& celebrari, in quo more ſolito a communitate quod 
dam ſubſidium petiit ſibi concedi pro defenſione ſui 
„& regni. Et communitas reſpondit, cotidie eos fore 
„ talibus exactionibus aggravatos, nec tale onus diu 
poſſe ferre dicebant. Nam liquide eis conſtabat 
regem pro defenſione regni & {ui ſufficienter habere, 
« {i xegnum foret bene & fideliter gubernatum. Sed 

% quamdiu tale regimen per malos officiarios in regno 
“ haberetur, nequaquam copia rerum aut divitijs poſ- 
fit habundare. Hec itaque & alia fe offerebant cer - 
e tiſſime probaturos. Et ſi poſt ;probationem hujuſ- 
„ modi repertum eſſet Regem ulterius indigere, ipſum 

« libenter juxta eorum facultates juvarent. Poſtea 
vero publicata fuerunt multa mala de Duce Lan- 
<< caſtriz & de diverſis alii: offigariis regi jugiter aſ- 
% ſiſtentibus, & potiſſime de Domino de Latymer ip- 
% fius Camerario, ſuper peſſima gubernatione regis & 
regni. Tandem de quadam Alicia Peres inibi mul- 
tum tractabatur ſuper ejus maleficiis quæ per _ 


— 
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| in conjunètion with him, and were * 


by his credit and authority. Tho 


n e not to fer che concluſion 
of the Parliament, yet his friends ſuffici- 
22 ſecured for him the point which he 


had principally aimed at: for upon his 


death the Commons immediately petitioned 
the King, that Richard of Bourdeaux his 
2 ſon, — be brought i into Parliament, chat 


mot 
d & ejus 3 e in regno fiebant. Rex enim 
eam per multa tempora tenuerat concubinam, unde 


. ber ius potuiſſet, feminea fragilitate penſata, ad tam 
4. ** indoia & nepharia declinare. Idcirco omnes tales 


regii communitas petiit amoveri, & viros nobiles a « i 
+ protucs fo ſapientes & valentes loco 'corum proinde 
ubrogari. Erat namque inter illos de communitate 


40 quidam miles ſapiens verax & facundus nomine Pe- 


s trus delamare, in cujus ore omnium pendebat ſen- 


EET: tentia: hic vero quia contra dictam Aliciam & quoſ- 


66. dam alios de conſilio Regis quædam enormia veraci- 


e ter-: in publicum deduxiſſet, multum confidens in 


% hac materia de ſupportatione & favore Domini Prin- 


F< e cipis: ſed eo cito poſt mortuo ad inſtantiam præfatæ 
6 :Mnheris apud Nottingham perpetuo carceri adjudica- 


% tur. Chronicon Angliæ ad Hen. IV. MS. Lambeth, 


. Ne 340. „ And that tyme ſays another antient ny 
e the compns had choſen a — Raight ann a wiſe clepi 
% Sir Peris vaſamare- Speker of the Parlement for the Cos 


e mpne, which Peris told aud pyblithid the trouth and reher- | 
*% .fed .many wronges agepnes rhe korſa id Alice and othir. cer, 
3» terne perlones ok the Kingis counkatil as he was bedyen by 
„the Compns, And he ſuppoliv to have ben mapntened by 


60 * e 8 of . to Hen. VI. MS. 


Noe 6 


1 3 Rot, Part, 50. Ed. 3. ut. 40. 
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they might ſee and honour him as heir ap- 
parent of the Kingdom; and they further 
petitioned, together with the Lords, that 
he might be declared Prince of Wales 
with both which ee * MS. 
readily complied. . 
The Parliament * was no e dilmit⸗ 
{ed in the beginning of July, than all their 
vigorous proceedings and decrees againſt 
the delinquents fell to the ground, for 
want of that authority to ſupport them, by 
which they had been hitherto carried on. 
The Duke of Lancaſter, now no longer 
reſtrained by reſpect of the great Prince 
of Wales, or of the parliament, returned 
immediately to court, and reaſſumed the 
adminiſtration of affairs: and with him 
returned the Lord Latimer, Alice Perrers, 
and the reſt that had been for ever baniſhed 
from the King's preſence. They in a man- 
ner took poſſeſſion again of the King, who 
lay at Eltham, oppreſſed at once with age, 
— grief, and ſickneſs, and utterly unable to 
withſtand their importunity. They pro- 
cured the coun cil of Na which had 


+ Walſingham, &c. 
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mons in parliament, to be diſcharged. In 
a word, they faw themſelves in a condition, 
not only to maintain their ground, but 
to wreck their vengeance 'on their enemies. 
They began with Sir Peter de la Mare, who 
had been the firſt mover and chief conductor 
of the petition and proceedings againſt 
them in the late parliament, and by an ex- 

traordinary act of power, got him com- 
mitted priſoner to the caſtle of Notting- 
| ham. His patron the Earl of March was 


conſidered as the real author and pro- 


moter of every thing that he had done, 
and foon received an intimation of the diſ- 
| — that was conceived againſt him. 
Orders * were ſent to him by the Duke of 
Lancaſter, in the King's name, to go and 
ſurvey the Caſtle, Town, and Marches of 
Calais. He ſaw that this commiſſion was 
deſigned only to remove him out of the 
way, and perhaps to bring him into dif- 
ficulties of which advantage might be taken 
againſt him: he therefore declined the of- 
fice, at the ſame time reſigning his Staff 
of Marſhall of England; which the Duke 


immediately conferred upon his friend the | 


Lord Percy. The Biſhop of Wincheſter 


5 Stow. 
was 
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was another principal object of their re- 
ſentment. Fis not to be doubted, but 
that upon this ſignal occaſion, he had ſted- 
| faſtly adhered to the intereſt of his great 
friend and patron the Prince of Wales, 
and at the ſame time to the intereſts of 
the King, his kind maſter and generous 
benefactor, and to the intereſts of the pubs 
lie, which were indeed all equally concerned 
in the ſecurity of the lineal ſucceſſion; and 
moſt probably he had acted with ſo open 
and unxeſerved a zeal in this juſt and im- 
portant cauſe, as could not but give offence 
to the Duke of Lancafter. The Duke was, 
in effect, moſt highly incenſed againſt him, 
and determined to wi ala feel the 
whole weight of his reſentment, and the 
full force of his power. However, he 
could not attempt to oppreſs a Prelate in 
an arbitrary way, and without any colour 
of law, as he had acted with regard to 
Sir Peter de la Mare: he — pro- 
cured articles of accuſation to be brought 
againſt the Biſhop, by * certain perſons 
whoſe names are not trapſmitted down to 
us, for divers crimes committed by him 
* © Cum —— E piſcop. Wynton. ex informatione | 


gusrundam impoſiti fuiſſent articuli ſublequentes,” — 
| _ Fad. Vol. TO p. 163 20 
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during his adminiſtration of affairs : theſe 
were exhibited againſt him about the be- 
 ginning of the next Michaelmaſs term; ; and 
are in ſubſtance as follows *. | 
1. That after the peace was made with 
France, the Biſhop of Wincheſter had the 
Apel and management of all the Kings 
- Fevenues, both at home and beyond ſea, 
with -all the ſubſidies granted by Parlia- 
ment, and the ſums received for the ran- 
| forms of the King of France, of the country 
of Burgundy, and of the King of Scotland: 
_ which receipts; reckoning for eight years, 
during the whole time that Simon Lang- 
ham late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
John Barnet Biffiop of Ely, were treaſurers 


df England, (namely, from the 26th day 


bf November 1361, to the year 1369, 
amount to 1,109,600 l. ſterling; beſides 
too, ooo francs received from Galeazzo 
Duke of Milan, and all the King's goods; 
which for the moſt part have not been 
applied to the profit of the King and King- 
dom. And when the peace had laſted ten 
ears, and the ſecond war began, the King's 
treaſury was found almoſt empty, and the 
King in great ſtreighis, was forced to bur- 


"7 Ibid. p. 132, 148, 163, 168. 37 
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realm, cauſed Matthew de C Go rney 


mas Fog, John Seyntlowe, — 
Robert D Eues, and many ethers; 


” % 


the King's wars had behaved well againſt 1 5 


the enemy, to be finec 


the ineftimable damage- of us King se 
Kingdom, in that all the ſoldiers, when 9: 
they heard of this miſprifion, entered into EF 


companies, and war in France, 85 
which occaſioned then ene wing of the war, 
and other bad conſequences. e 
3. That the ſaid Biſhop, ing Keeper 
of the Privy Seal, Chief of the Privy 
Council, and Governor of the great Coun- 
dil, cauſed the hoſtages: of the King of 


France, and particularly the Dukes of 


Orleans, Berry, Anjou, and Bourbon, ane 
many others, to be releaſed and ſet at li. 
berty, for his own profit; tho the late 
Prince of Wales had often 


both to 


I 


the King and to the feld Biſhop to hate 


them — carefully and ſecurely; which £7 


if it had been _ 2 war would not 
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4. That when the Governors of Pow 
thieu had given timely notice of the ne- 
ceſſity of ſending ſuccours into that coun« 
try to prevent the loſs of it, the ſaid Biſhop 
put off the meſfengers/ with words, and 
took no care about it; ſo that by his ne- 
gligence, in not ee —_— 

| that. country was loſt. | 
5. Fliaeinithm your! £3693: Jokin the fon 
of John Boulewas, having been guilty of 
acquiring lands without licence, was fined 
in 100 l. to the King for his pardon: and 


we mad Eiſhop caufed the fine to be leg 


e by ee bythe ee, 
dum of its enrollment. 

6. That it having appeared by an in- 
quiſition, that John de Kirketon had in- 
himfelf into the caſtle of Tateſhale, 
the manor of Ton 
of which John de Bryby died poſſeſſed; - 
and had held the faid caftle and lands for 
ſo long time that the rents and profits of 


which ought to have been placed to the 
King's account, as the ſaid caſtle was held 
of him in chief; the ſaid Biſhop cauſed the 
King to remit all the ſaid rents and pro- 


, and other lands, 


them amounted to above 8,000 marks, 


fits, for his own private advantage, with- 


out taking or receiving any thing on that 
2 account 


Y : 
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account from the ſaid John de Kirketori 
for the King's benefit. 

* That when John de Barnet Biſhop | 

of Ely was treaſurer of England, the ale N 
| Biſhop of Wincheſter, by his own autho- 
rity, and without warrant; eauſed to be 
taken out of the King's treaſury the ſum 
of 10000 marks for buying of the King's 
Tallies, as he affirmed ; which ſum re- 


mained in his hands two years and more, 


and then he returned into the treaſury, 
for the ſaid ſum; tallies amounting to 
| 12,500 marks, or thereabouts ; which ad- 
vantage of 2,500 marks did not anſwer to 
the King; as he bought every 1001. for 
251. ſo that the increaſe and profit to the 
King ought to have been 27, ooo marks. 

8. That * the ſaid Biſhop, when he was 
Chancellor, by his own authority, often 
cauſed fines, after they were enrolled, to 
be leſſened, and the rolls to be raſed ; and 
in particular, that of John Grey of Re- 
therfeld, who made a fine with 5 King, 
in the 41ſt year of his reign, of 80 l. for 
| licence of feoffment of certain lands and 
tenements; which was paid into the ha- 
naper: but the ſaid Biſhop, on pretence 

9 Rym, Fad, Vol. 7. p. 168; 
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of ſome bargain between him and the ſaid 
John Grey, cauſed the firſt writing to be 
cancelled, by making another writing of 
the ſame tenor and date, for a fine of 40 l. 
and made the Clerk of the hanaper repay 
the other 401. to the ſaid John Grey, to 
the defrauding of the King. 
It is not to be expected, that at this time 
much new light ſhould be thrown on many 
of the particulars of theſe articles: how- 
ever, a few obſervations may ſerve, in a 
good meaſure, to explain, and ſhew the 
_ deſign and force of the moſt 1 important of 
them. | 
1. The firſt arte | is, in effect, the very 
ſame that was contained in the declaration 
of the Commons in the laſt Parliament, 
and was directed againſt the Duke of Lan- 
caſter and his party, The particular 
_ abuſes were then inquired into, and ſeve- 
ral of that party impeached and convicted, 
to the general ſatisfaction of the nation. 
The ſame party now in power again tranſ- 
fer the charge in general terms from them- 
_ ſelves to the Biſhop of Wincheſter. 
Beſides the unreaſonableneſs of charging 
him with the groſs ſum of the whole pub- 
lick revenue of the King and Kingdom 
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for ſo many years, and even for ſome time 
before he had borne any office in the ſtate, 
it appears from the article itſelf, that Wyke- 
ham was not properly the perſon reſpon- 
ſible for it. He never was Treaſurer of 
England, tho it has been affirmed by fo 
many authors. Langham and Barnet, ſuc- 
ceſlively treaſurers during the time in queſ- 
tion, were not creatures of his, nor in 
any wiſe dependent upon him; but per- 
ſons of great age and authority before he _ 
came into any power at court; nor is it 
likely that they ſhould abſolutely and im- 
plicitly ſubmit themſelves to him in the 
execution of ſo important an office, for 
which they themſelves were ſolely account- 
able. And Barnet was ſtill hving to an- 
ſwer for himſelf. Neither is it at all to be 
| wondered, that by an expenſive and ruin- 
ous foreign war of above twenty years con- 
tinuance, the nation was ſo exhauſted, and 
the King ſo overwhelmed with debt, as 
not to be able to recover themſelves in an 
unſettled and imperfect peace of nine years; 
for it was no more, even the war of Brit- 
tany, and the Prince of Wales 's expedition 


into Spain, being reckoned as = 


the account. 18 N 
=—_ |: E # 
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e It is hard to ſay what is the crime 
with which the Biſhop is charged in the 
ſecond article: nothing more appears from 
it, than that he had either by his influ- 
ence, or in the regular courſe of his office, 
cauſed the perſons therein mentioned to be 

puniſhed and fined; not ſurely for their 
good behaviour and ſervices in the wars, 
but, as we may well be allowed to ſuppoſe, 
for ſome miſdemeanour. It is granted, 


dhat theſe Gentlemen behaved well in the 


wars; but did they behave as well in time 
of truce or peace? Of the firſt of them, 
Sir Matthew Gourney, it appears, that, 
contrary to the expreſs command of the 
King his Maſter, he followed Bertrand de 
Gueſclin into Spain, in the ſervice of Hen- 
ry the Baſtard; in the year 1366; and of 
the ſecond, Sir Thomas Fog, that during 
the truce of Bourdeaux, he made an expe- 
dition under the command. of the famous 
Sir Robert Knolles, who was at this time 
no other than a freebooter __ companion. 


75 e Biſt, of Ed. 3d, p. = see Ry. Fed 
Vol. 6. p. 481. 
See Barnes, p. 562. Hollinſhed. Vol. 3. p. 391. 
Walſingham. Hyp. Neuſtriæ, ad an. 13 88. Carton. 
4 Polychron. p. 317. 15 
| Knolles 


_ jeſty, and preſents ſent to the Prince of 
Wales and his brothers. Fog muſt have 
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Knolles was actually outlawed upon N 
occaſion: after the truce” was expired, he 
procured * indeed the King's pardon, but 
not without great ſubmiſſions to his Ma- 


* 


been in the ſame ſituation, and ſo eame 


under the deſcription, which the King in 


his anſwer to the remonſtrances of the 


court of France gave of theſe adventurers, 


+ that they were perſons outlawed, mur- 
derers and robbers, delinquents againſt the 


laws of his realm, and out of his protec- 


tion. Such were two of theſe Gentlemen: 


and if we conſider how common theſe 
practices were at this time, and what num 


bers of diſbanded officers purſued the ſame 


methods of making their fortunes, it will 


not appear improbable, that the others 
here mentioned were offenders in the ſame 


way, and were deſervedly puniſhed for their 
lawleſs behaviour. But whatever their 
caſe was, it is not eaſy to ſee how their 
puniſhment, as 1s alledged in the article, 


could be the occaſion: * the 1 ers en- 


; 


3, ; Knighton Col. 2626, 
+ Ibid. Col. 2618. 


I 3 5 tering 


Y 
* A 


18 THE LIPE OF 
tering into the companies, and the cauſe 
of the war's being renewed: nor is it 
poſſible to conceive, how either of theſe 
events could, in any way, even indirectix 
and by conſequenee, be charged on the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter. Indeed nothing 
can be more certain and notorious, than | 
that both the riſing of the companies 
in France, and the renewing of the war, 
_ owing to far other cauſes, and ſuch 
as could not have any relation to him, or 
be within the reach of his influence. The 
5 riſing of the companies is to be dated a 
early as the truce of Bourdeaux in the 
year 1357. A few parties of this kind, 
then formed themſelves, and made ſome 
eſſays in their trade. But after the peace 
of Bretigny, they ſoon grew into regular 
bodies of men, and even formidable armies, 
They were made up of diſbanded ſouldiers 
of different nations, and were prompted 
by no other motive than their own law 
leſs defires of enriching themſelves by plun- 
der and rapine, They maintained them- 
{elves a long time by ravaging the whole 
n, and the only effectual method 


E Froiſſart. vol. I. cha 27 21 244, 246. Wal- 
n we wa 0 5 
that 
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them was to find them employment elſe- 
where. The Prince of Wales at laſt took 
twelye thonſand of them into his ſervice 
for his Spaniſh expedition. Don Pedro 
was no ſooner reſtored by him to the 
throne of Caſtille, than he forgot all his 
_ engagements, and left him and his army 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs, without money or 
| proviſions. © The Prince was forced to melt 
down all his plate to ſupply his immediate 
occaſions, Six thouſand men of the Com- 
panies returned with him to Guienne, 
where, for want of pay, they betogk them- 


. ſelves to their old way of ſubſiſting on 
plunder. The Prince had influence enou gh 


over them, to prevail with them to quit 
his dominions; upon which they fell 
upon the neighbouring provinces of France. 
Great arrears were like wiſe dus to his other 
troops, which obliged him to impoſe new 
taxes on his ſubjects of Guienne, which 
occaſioned their revolt. Such was the o- 
caſion of the laſt riſing of the Companies; 
and ſuch was the immediate cauſe of the 
renewing of the war with France. 
3. The third article is wholly founded 
on the Duke of Bourbon's application. to 
3 the 
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the Pope on Wykeham's behalf, an ac+ 
count of which has been already given. 
As to the reſt of the Hoſtages, the reader 
may find an exact account of their releaſe, 
collected by Rapin from the Records pub- 
liſhed by Rymer, in which it does not ap- 
pour that Wykeham had the leaſt concern. 
As © to thoſe here mentioned in particular, 
the Duke of Orleans obtained his liberty 
by ceding certain lands in Poitou to Tho- 
mas of Woodſtock, one of the King's 
ſons. The Dukes of Anjou and Berry 
baſely abuſed the King's generoſity and 
indulgeyce ; the firſt made his eſcape from 
Calais, and the other, having obtained leave 
of abſence for one year, never returned; 
nor did they ever make the leaſt ſatis- 
faction for this infamous breach of their 
oath and honour. 
=: The? ſurpriſing of Deuten by the 
French was an event quite unexpecteg by 
Edward III. The firſt intimatian which 
he had of their deſign was given him 
while the King w France" 8 ann | 


. 6 3 Feed. Vol. 6. p. act rollen, vol. 1. a. 
218 and 249. 


7 Froiſſart, Vol. 1. chap. 251, 2 52, Wallingham. 
P 3 Tye &c. | 
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were amuſing: him with deceitful preſents 


and empty propoſals. He immediately or- 


dered the Lords Perey and Nevil, and Sir 
William Wyndeſore, to go thither with 
all expedition, with three hundred men 
at arms and one thouſand archers. They 
had gotten as far as Dover, and were ready to 
embark, when news came, that the French 
had taken the City of Abbeville, as was 
determined before by private agreement 
between 'them and the een who 
opened their gates to them. The ſame 
day they made themſelves maſters of the 
reſt of the towns of Ponthieu, and ſo the 
whole country was loſt at once. The whole 
circumſtarices of this affair put it beyond 
all douht, that there was really no neglect 
in ſending ſuccours to Ponthieu, upon the 
firſt notice of the deſigns of the French, 
chargeable upon any one, much leſs ren 
the Biſhop of Wincheſte. 

5, and 6. Theſe ſeem to tis nothitig 
more than cammon inſtances of the King's 
generoſity, perverted into articles of ac- 
cuſation againſt the Biſhop; and are in 
_ themſelves of no great importance. -. 
7- The ſeventh article may perhaps re- 
quire ſome explanation. Theſe tallies 
N „„ were 
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were receipts or ſecurities given to tho 
King's Creditors for Sums of money bor- 
rowed. The treaſury was fo exhauſted by 
the wars, and the King's credit ſo low, 
that the Creditors at laſt ſold their debts at 


great diſcount. The Biſhop is charged 


with having bought up the King's debts 
with the King's money, and for his profit, 

at a diſcount of 75 per cent. or for one 
fourth; and with not having returned the 
whole profit to the treaſury. As to the 
fact itſelf, and the circumſtances of it, no- 
thing can now be ſaid: but this charge 


plainly appears to have been deſigned as a | 


reerimination upon the Biſhop, with re- 
ſpect to the third article of inquiry, exhi- 
bited by the Commons in ms late Parla- | 
. | 8 
8. Whether this laſt Ache was at firſt 
exhibited againſt Wykeham, together with 
the foregoing, or was produced afterward, 
when the former were found deficient in 
proof, it does not appear. The foregoing 
articles * and this are found ſeparate the 
one from the other, and in two diſtin 
8 e of pardon: the firſt .. a 


* See Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. v deen . ö 
80 remiſſion 
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remiſſion and full acquittal of the ſeven 
_ firſt articles, of which no proof had ever 
been made, and upon which no judgement 
was ever given againſt him; the fecond 
reciting the Jaſt article only, upon which 
ſolely and {eparately judgement had been 
given, that his temporalties ſhould be ſeized 


into the hands of th the King, and remit- 


ting all the penalties and the conſequen- 
ces of this judgement. This, however, 
we may with certainty conclude, that the 
firſt ſeven articles were dropped, and came 
to nothing, as unſupported by any proof 

or evidence. His temporalties were ad- 
judged to > be ſeized into the King's hands, 
ſolely upon the charge contained in the laſt 
Article. 25 that this mighty accuſation, 
vhich ſet out with a charge of above a mil 
lion, ſoon dwindted into a buſineſs of forty 
pounds. Upon which article I ſhall only 
obſerve, that the whole tranſaction ſeems 
to have been carried on openly, and with- 
out any endeavour to keep ĩt a ſecret; that 
the Chancellor is not charged with hav- 
ing made any profit to himſelf from it, 
the whole ſum refunded having been paid 
to the Lord Grey; and that all that ap- 
pears to be exceptionable in his conduct 
is 
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is the ſeeming irregularity of the proceed - 


ing, of which, we may preſume, his ene- 
mies took their advantage. 


The Biſhop of Wincheſter * , was heard 
upon theſe articles before a certain num-. 


ber of Biſhops and Lords, and others of 


the Privy Council, aſſigned by the King 
for this purpoſe, about the middle of No- 
vember. And in conſequence of the 
_ judgement given by them upon the laſt ar- 
ticle alone, as I have juſt now mentioned, 
Writs were iſſued from the Exchequer, 
dated the 17th of the ſame month, to the 
Sheriffs of the ſeveral counties 2 
order: ing them to ſeize into the 

hands the Temporalties of the Biſhoprick 


of. Wincheſter, The Biſhop * was ordered 


to attend again at Weſtminſter, for a fur- 


* ther examination on January the 2oth 


following : but this was afterwards pro- 
rogued to an uncertain day, at the King's 
Pleaſure ; nor was he ever after brought 
to a hearing on this occaſion. 


2 - See ow, Feed. Vol. 7. 5 132, WI 
3 MS. Rym. R. 2. Vol. 1. Ne 22. vom Bs Clan : 
1. R. 2. pars unica. M. 20. 

3 See Rym. Fad. Vol. 7. p. 132. E 7 
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The ſeizing the Temporalties was no 
uncommon mark of the King's diſpleaſure, 
in caſes where a Prelate had offended him, 


tho he was not regularly convicted of 


any crime or miſdemeanour. Nothing 
more, perhaps, was meant in the preſent 
caſe, by the determination of the Lords 
of the Council. To mortify the Biſhop 


ſtill further, he * was forbidden, in the 
King's Name, to come within twenty miles 
of the Court. It may be queſtioned, 


* whether the King had any knowledge of 


this prohibition in which his name was. 


made uſe of ; however, all agree that the 
Duke of Lancaſter was the real author of 
of it. 

The Biſhop received this. prohibition 
about the middle of December, and upon 
It imme left * his FOO, at South- 


3 Parker, &c. 


This doubt ſcems to be a by the Clans 
cation in their - ition in behalf of the Biſhop of 


Wincheſter ; enduz lui feuſt, come depar notre 


Seigneur 1e Roy len luy diſoit,” —— the whole of 


which ſee below. | | 


1 Some time herween the x1th and 19th of Pee. 


| _ wark, 
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wark. He retired to the Monaſtery of 
Merton, where, for the moſt part, he 
continued during the next month, and 
afterward paſſed ſome time in the Abby of 
Waverly near Farnham, I find indeed 
tmat he was at Southwark again on the 
| 4th of January, but he made no ſtay there 
at all. Poſſibly he might have leave to go 
| thither, in order to make ſome nece 
preparation for his defence at his ſecond 
hearing: for it was not till three or four 
days after this that he received the King's 
letters, by which it was prorogued io: a 
further day. - 4 4 
In this fituation were the Biſhop of | 
Wincheſter's affairs, when the Parliament | 
vas opened on the 27th of January. His 
great adverſary the Duke of Lancaſter had 
re-eſtabliſhed. his power at Court beyond 
all oppoſition, and had ſo effectually ex- 
erted it in protecting his friends and op- 
preſſing his enemies, that the Parliament, 
deſirous of gaining his favour, or afraid of 
—— his r met in Sn 


6 Regiſt. We 
7 Ibid, part 1. fol. 80. 
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ready to comply with him in all his mea- 
ſures, and prepared to act as he ſhould 
direct them. The whole Proceedings there- 
fore of this Parliament tended * to reverſe 
and diſanull all that had been done in op- 
poſition to the Duke and his party in the 
laſt. Stow affirms, that the Duke of Lan- 


caſter had procured the members of this 


Parliament to be elected at his pleaſure, 
and almoſt all thoſe that had — him 
in the laſt Parliament to be excluded. 
That Sir Thomas Hungerford, choſen 
Speaker of this Parliament, and the firſt 
upon record in that office, was an inti- 
mate friend of the Duke's, and his Steward. 
He adds, that a few of Sir Peter de la 
Mare's friends, who, notwithſtanding the 
Duke of Lancaſter's influence exerted againſt 


them, were returned to this Parliament, 


uſed their utmoſt endeavours, that he might 
be allowed to give his anſwer to the mat- 
ters laid to his charge, but could prevail 
nothing. And that when one of them in 
particular ſtill urged this motion, he was 
ſilenced with threats, that it might coſt 

him his LY, if, he dae in i 1. 


* Wallingham, EF 
85 The . 
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2 Commons having granted & 
ſubſidies, petitioned the King, that in con- 
ſideration of the year of his Jubilee, the 
Fiftieth of his reign juſt now compleated, 
he would be e pleaſed to grant an 
act of general pardon to his ſubjects, of 
all crimes committed before the bank 5 
of the ſaid year, as he had done at the 
Fiftieth year of his age. To this petition 
the King gave his conſent. The only pers 


ſon excepted out of this general pardon was 


' - BWE. EL; Ed. 3. tit. 24. 


the Biſhop of Wincheſter, in the following 
words of the Statute: But always it is 
the Kynge's mind; that Sir William 
* Wikham Byſhop of Wyncheſter ſhall 
nothing enjoyè of the ſaid graces, graunts, 
and pardons, nor in no wiſe be: com- 
0 Poiſed within the ſame *, x 90 


% a . " 
of ” : * * 
s * f #4 , ; 
* 


9 Rot, Parl, 51. Ed. II. | . 
3 ag. title given formerly to 8 of 
all degrees. Fed. Vol. 6. p. 586, and the 
Dramatis e 9 many of Shakeſpeare's plays. Tis 
in the Original Record, Se Willm. de A Rot. 


* Statute 51. Ed. 3. intitled by miltake iu all the 
printed Statute Books 50. Ed. 3. As this miſtake is the 
principal cauſe of the great contuſion that runs through 
all the accounts of this part of Wykeham's Hiſtory, *tis 
neceſſary to clear it up beyond ll doubt. The act 
of general pardon 2 e Edward Jab 8 

8 
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The Duke of Lancaſter having p ured 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter 7 7 articu 
larly excepted out of the Act of Grace, 
was no leſs careful to ſecure his, 1 4 
who had been condemned in the laſt Farlia- 
ment, by particular acts of pardon granted 
do each by * upon L 01 


5 able, was 9 in 607 laſt Parliament 7 kts ry 
| held at Weſtminſter, Quinden. Hilarij, that is, Jan. 
— in * — Richard Prince of Wales fat in the King's 


by oqanifcn, the Tyg52 being Uh See Cotton's 
| Abridg: 146, 182. The 51ſt of Ed. 3. * 4 
Jan. 24 Gh. Feed. Vol. 4. p. 243-) three days be- 
fore the meeting of the Parliament: which therefore 
is rightly inritled 51 Ed. 3. in the Parliament Rolls, and 
by a the Hiſtoriaas. Dur ho al year of his reign was 
really the year which the King called bis — and 
the late Parliament mentioned it as ſuch. See Cotton. 
Abridg. p. 129. The reaſon why the! inna. 
tion for a general pardon, was it was not | 
able to the ſeverity-of their proceedi : it ſui . 
tirely with the deſigns of the next lament, who 
under the influence of the Duke of Lancaſter, made jt 
their buſineſs to reverſe all the judgements paſſed on 
the delinquents in the. ; Parliament, The aft 
of General Pardon itſelf mentions the $oth- year of the 
King's reign as the occaſian of its being granted 3. and 
in the Preamble it is ſaid, Fonaſmuch as this year 


is rightfully the year of his Jubilee; —— which 
inaccuracy of ex was the cauſe of the miſtake. 
in the title. The ſame inaccuracy may be ahſerved in 


« Record in Rym. Fond. Vol. 7. P. 136. where the Kin 
ſpeaks: of the pardon * regni 50%, 
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he had before obtained of the 160 yet 
thought it proper to have it renewed in 
this more ſolemn manner in Parliament, 
In the like manner Alice Perrers, Richard 
Lyons, and ſome others to the number of 
| ſeven, were by the King, upon fo. many 
petitions of the Commons, reſtored to their 
former eſtates, and the judgements given 
againſt them in the laſt parliament were 
reverſed, as having been obtained by falſe 
ſuggeſtions, - and without due proceſs. 
While on the other hand the Biſhop of 


Wincheſter, without due proceſs, before 
he had been allowed a full hearing, orany 


thing, as far as appears, had been proved 
againſt him, was deprived of his Tempo- 


afterward dates it in præſenti noftro ture 1 : Feb. 

an. reg. 51. But in another Record of the ſame date 

(ibid.) he ſays more accurately, that the pardon was 

- granted © nuper dum regiminis reg. noſtri Anglia an | 

* nus completus eſſet 502%*;"” and the Chancellor, in 
his ſpeech, opening the Parliament, ce eſt Van. 50 

| | de ſon regne accompli, qu eſt Van Jubilee. 
/ Rot. Parl. 51, Ed. 3.: and in Wykeham's pardon, 

N 1. R. 2. it is ſaid, that he was excepted out of the general 
| 8 granted in the laſt Parliament of Edward the ad. 

This miſtake in the date of the printed Statute has 

- miſled the Hiſtorians, who accordingly refer it to the 

year before: and hence it is, that they make Wyke- 

ham's troubles to have laſted two years; whereas really 

the whole affair was * * _—_ more than ſeven 

1 eat conν]jis. | 


* 


8  ralties 


— 
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ment. | 
Tho' the Biſhop N . 
of ſummons to ee from the King, 
yet he was * regularly ſummoned to Con- 
vocation by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury's | 
mandate, executed by the Rip of Lon- 
don. The Clergy met in Convocation 
on the zd of February. As ſoon as the 
King's meſſage was delivered to the houſe, 
ſetting forth the neceſſity of his affairs, and 
: 2 a ſuitable ſubſidy, William Court- 
ney Biſhop of London ſtood up, and made 
a grievous complaint of many injuries done 
to himſelf and the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
of which he exhibited to the houſe a par- 
ticular account in writing; and begged 
them not to conſent to any ſubſidy, till 
ſatisfaction was made to the parties in- 
jured. The whole houſe, in a manner, 
ſeconded the Biſhop of London's motion, 

as far as it regarded the Biſhop of Win- 
A and Moores. themſelves to the 


5 Then ie aties in Regiſt, 3 2 
Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. B. fol. 3. 

5 Parker, Wharton de Epiſcopis London. p. 137. 
b _—_— $ IEG of l n 1 7. 


Stow. 4 
- * } 
Y 4 : N O : * 
2 3 R ; AY 


3 in no wiſe enter upon the buſineſs pro- 


132 r 1 E wit * 1 
declared, that they looked upon be pe 
| _— againſt the Biſhop of rinſe 

injury done to the whole body of 
the © Clergy, and an infringement of the 
liberties of the Church; that they would 


poſed to them till alf the members of the 
Clergy were united ; that as it conce 
all, it ought to be approved of all. "The 
Archbiſhop, being of the Duke of Lancaf. 
ter's pa iy. or afraid 'of offending him, 
would have declined meddling with their 
ſuit: but they perfifted fo firmly in their 
| reſolution, that he was obliged to pro- 
rogue the Convocation, and wait upon the 
King with a repreſetitation of their grie- 
vances, The King took time to confider 
more particularly of their petitions, and 
_ diſmiſſed the Archbiſhop with a promiſe in 
general terms, that all the matters com- 
plained of ſhould be redreſſed. n 
Among theſe petitions of the © 
tion, that which relates to the Biſhop 1 
Wincheſter is FREIE by the N 


7 Wea * bg LS LS 

8 Rot. Parl. 51. Ed. 3. ut. 05 and Wilkins, Con 

| cilia Mag. Brit, 1885 III. p. 104. 1 
| 8 
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As to what, concerns the Biſhop of 
« Wincheſter, that the things under, 
« written; which are | attempted againſt. 
« him, may be [duly redreſſed. In the 
_ « firſt place, that the Temporalties of his 
Church, without ſufficient conſent and 
. affent of thoſe to whom it pertaineth, 
« and whoſe aſſent is required an this be- 
« half, have been taken into the hands of 
e the King: and moreover, 

he hath uo where to lay his head in 
« the e gelen of bis Church he ſ 
2 hath, bern Se * e command 


_ . to make his abode in. 2 4 
e monaſteries, priories, and other places 
« of his dioceſe, een and patron- 
«age : by which cauſes. the {aid Biſhop 
* ſuffereth great grievances, the juriſdic- | 
tion of Holy Church is infringed, and 
the execution of his paſtoral office in 
« divers manners interrupted.” | 

This petition is the only one of them to 
which che King, after having conſidered 
of them, did not vouchſafe to give any 
_ anſwer, However the? een main- 


© = © Packer, kipp 6 
. 2 


i. 
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tained their reſolution with ſueh ma 
neſs,” that the Archbiſhop could get no- 
5 thing done in the King's buſineſs, without 
ſending for the Biſnop of Wincheſter. 
He returned to Southwark on this occa- 
ſion , about the middle of February.” He 
took his place in Convocation, and was. 
received by the whole aſſembly with all 
pere marks of reſpect and reverence. 
The ſeſſion of parliament ended on Fe- 
bruary the 23d, and that of Convocation 
about a week after. The Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter ſtill continued * at Southwark, tho 
the late remonſtrances of the Clergy ſeem . 
to have had but little effect in bringing his 
affairs nearer to an accommodation with 
the court. The King, inſtead of reſtoring 
his Temporalties, ſoon * after made a grant 
of them to his Grandſon Richard,” in part 
of payment of four thouſand marks a year, 
which he ack: ſettled on him at the time 8 


And it appears that he was Fo at train 
ſubſidy, es part 3. b. fol. 

„I 

3 Wake's State of the Church, p. 304 

+ Regiſt. Wykeham, 
m. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 145 W n 
15 Mart, TT pe his 
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his creating him Prince of Wales, and de 


claring. him- heir a t of the Crown* 
This? was ſappoſed to have been done by 
the Duke of Lancaſter, with a, deſign to 
take off ſomething of the odiouſneſs of his 
proceedings againſt the Biſhop, and to make 
Wa popular in the nation, 
by this inſtance. of- od will ent the 
— e L 0 a 
Some time after this: an affair | 
which ſerves to diſcover to us what were the | 
general ſentiments of the people with regard 
to the Biſhop of Wincheſter and his cafe. 
The ? Archbiſhop, of Canterbury and the 
Biſhop. of Lane being oommiſſioned by 
the Pope to proceed againſt Wickliff, whoſe = 
opinions began now to prevail, cited him 
to appear before them in the Church of St. 
Paul N and anſwer to the articles 
— to his charge. Wickliff ap- 
ie n Duke « ee 


0 Pirker Stow. wy | 
1 Walſingham, Stow, nag Fox ry the 10 
of the Hiſtorians who follow him are miſtaken, in mak- 


ing this affair happen in February, and while the Par- 


liament was fitting. The Pope's Bulle to the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury and Biſhop of London is dated 
the 22d of May, 1377. Wilkins 's Concilia, Vol, 3. p- 

116. 80 that it could not have NT ED 
before the death of Edward Ul. ue 


us inert of prope was A 
her to hear his examination: 


4706 baden lis two Lords * Bi- 
ſhop of London. The Duke of Lancaſ. 
ter at laſt uſing ſome threatening expreſ- 
ſions to the Biſhop, the were ſo 
 execedingly offended and enraged againſt 
him, that he found it neceſſary to make 
his retreat as ſoon as he could, with Lord 
Percy and Wiekliff. Upon e 
me Duke deſigned making ſom 
upon the liberties of the City o 
the people aſſembled - together again <a 
terwards in great multitudes ; they al- 
faulted the Duke's palace of dne Savoy, 
they uſed his name with all forts of indig- 
nities, and hung up his arms reverſed, as 
a traytor's, in the principal ſtreets of the 
city. T was ſuppoſed that they would have 
murdered the Duke if they had met with 
him; and they would certainly” *have ſet 
| bre bo his palace, had it not been for the 
Biſhop of Londen, (hg: came thither on 


to him, — with a. parti- 


| — — £6 the Prin. 


ton with her four NMchard. The Princeſs 
pa EO 5 hot: Sdemalemon of ber 


ned 


* 
de the; — looked upon the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter as a PURE unjuſtly oppreſſed 
by the exorbitant power of the Duke of 
mg 5 1 in i the odious rw of. 
bi) ape. _ wicked 


234 1k t. — OE 
CE Circa-dem-tempus Dux Lancaſtris perſecutus 
* eft graviter Epiſcopum Wynton dicens eum falſum 
wh bis pri lo dur le jus eee ee e. 
« mis 


ceſs of Wale who was then at Kenning- 
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Wicked miniſter of ſtate, deſ 
to account for a corrupt adm tion. 
His cauſe was united with that of sir Pe- 

ter de la Mare in the favour and attention 
of the people: the Duke of Lancaſter's 
indignation fell upon both of m the 
ſame time; he continued to perſecute and 
- oppreſs them together; n were both 
at the ſame time releaſed from his — 4 
ſion. The cauſe of offence, therefore, was, 
_ in all probability, the ſame in both: name> 
„their zeal for the piklick good, /amd, 
their ſteady adherence to the Prince of 
Wales's intereſt in the parliament of 2376, 
an oppoſition to: the Duke of Lancaſter's 
Party and his ſuſpected deſigns. This is 
the only reaſonable method of accoun 
for the Duke's reſentment, that can 8 
collected from the circumſtances of the 
N affair. The* old e r 3 


4 . ee; e cds... 
_ « condempnatus erat Domino Regi.“ N o- 
Welti. MS. Lambeth; No 104. 
A Hoc anno circa idem tempus dictus Dux 1 
1 caſtrim contra E piſcopum Winton vehementer com- 
40 122 ipſum proſequi totis viribus conabatur, eo 
— cut en en Domino Regi — —4 
« luggeilit, qu Regina quondam uxor i us 
= — in utero ſuo nun duam portavit, ſed ** 


4 rs 
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alledging, upon the corifeſſion, 
cording to the d 


this purpoſe, and which, tho' quoted un- 
der different names, is related but by one 
Author, is in all parts of it ſo very incre- 


dlble, that it deſerves little more notice, 


than to obſerve only, that this author ſeems 
to bios! been NY that 825 Biſhop 
> 


7 
f 


„ . 8 1 cells 6a | 


1 ante mortem ſuam, ut idem Epiſcopus ut dicitur de- 
0 buit aſſeruiſſe [leg. aſſeruiſſe dicitur, ut debuit] 
« ſbi fatebatur, & ei injunxit, quod [ut] hoc domino 
i ſuo, cum videret opportunum, monſtraret, Imandaret] 
propter quod idem Dux, fugiens colorem eum pro- 
3. ſequendi, impoſuit ſibi, quod fuit falſus patri ſuo 


„ modis diverſis, quando ipſius extitit Cancellarius ; 


* unde erat regi in magna ſumma pecuniz condemp- 
_ *© natus, pro qua condempnatione in manus regis om- 
e nia ejus temporalia erant capta, nec ſibi ante mortem 
u regis fuerant reſtituta : & licet totus Clerus & tota 
* Communitas preces funderent pro eiſdem, non ta- 


* men fuęrunt exauditi. J. Malverne continuatio 
Ranulphi. MS, Coll. Corp: Chriſt. o 2 2 


an. 1376. 


The ſame tory i is quoted i & as fame words, except 4 


the various readings above inſerted, by Wharton. 
Sacr. Vol 1. p. 318. as from the Monk of Eveſham; a 
_ continuator of the Polychronicon. J. Malverne and 


the Monk of Eveſham are then the ſame . of 
em 


Wyk EH M. 739 


tions of Queen Phi- be. 
lippa, that the Duke of Lancaſter was a4 
ſappoſititious child,” and not her's and the 
King's ſon, which has been ſo often told to 


9 

o x 25 
1 1 
| 

[ 

: 
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of Wincheſter, ere op» 
| poſed the Duke of Lancaſter's defigns gns upon 

the Crown, and to have furniſhed the cir. 

cumſtances, either from his own invention, 

or from ſome idle report, which; how 

ridiculous ſoever, might yet pothibly have 

gained ſome belief _— . _—_ 
and — 16h 165908 


* Nothing 


| them copied the other. 1 think the gel moſt pro · 
bable, from Malverne's giving a long and particular 
account of the troubles 17 upon the Abby of Eve · 
ſham by the Earl of Warwick's tenants. Fox quotes 
for it. Chron. Monafterii'D. Albani, or Hit. Monachi 
B. Albani, ex accommodato D. Matth. A. Ep. Cant. 
However, this MS. of J. Malverne is the only one among 
A. Bp. Parker's in Bennet Coll. Library, which con- 
tains the particulars which Fox relates as from the 
Chron. Albani; and the title of the MS. is in a later 
hand than the MS. itſelf; as I am informed by a learned 
friend who favoured me with the extracts from it. Per- 
haps the preſent Title may have been added ſince Fox 
made uſe of it. As to the ſtory itſelf, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the Duke of Lancaſter was the ſeventh 
child of Edward III. PN pn Philippa; the fourth ſon; 
of whom only the fecond fon and the third daughter 
died in their infancy. 'This is ſufficient/to deſtroy the 
whole foundation of this Story: for; can we ſuppoſe, 
that in theſe circuniſtances, the King could be very 
deſirous of another ſon, or the queen under any temp- 
tation to ĩimpoſe one upon him? Fox and others after 
him, without any warrant from their author, have re- 
lated it as an invention and a mere ſlander of Wyke- 
; yk Taking it in'this * can ve * TE 
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Nothing more was done. in the Biſhop 
ol Winchelters affair till the 18th of June 
following, when the King reſtored t 

him his Temporalties in confideration 5 
his having undertaken, in the preſence of 
d Wales, the Dake of; Lan- 
caſter, and others of the Privy 
certain burthens in relief of the 1 8 and 
for the defence of his kingdom: namely, 
he was to fit out upon the ſea three ſhips 


of war, in each ſhip fifty men at arms, 


by the King, but the King was to pay 


and fifty archers, for one quarter of à 
year, at ſuch wages as were uſually paid 
the 
wages of the mariners: and in caſe ſuch 
voyage ſhould not take place, he was to pay 
. to ile Kiag the Gum: to pa. 


nk that Wykeham, rk were Fs, enou Te 
could be ſo weak, as in ſo delicate a buſineſs, agh, yer 
his extreme hazard, to invent and utter ſo incredible 
and fo abſurd a ſtory? But, that no ſuch ſtory was, 
at that time, uttered: or invented, is ſtill further — 
| bable, from the Duke of Lancaſter's/ ſilence with 
to it: when he made his in E e | 
reports that had been {| concerning him, 
to him treaſonable Jefians, he ſaid not a wor 2 
ing to any ſuch Ne as this, tho' more 
injurious to him, and more highly provoking, | and as 
much of national concern as the others. 
: Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 148, 149, 16S, and MS, | 
| = K. 2. Vol. 1. N 22. He; a0 


F * k : 
* — 2 
” & £ * 5. 5 2 
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1 * 
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computation ſhould amount. His ſponſors 
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of the fall three hundred men b Mer 


for the due performance of theſe articles, 
were Edmund de Mortimer Earl of March, 
Richard Earl of Arundell, and Thomas 
de Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, then 
preſent in Council. Theſe were three of the 
moſt conſiderable Lords in the kingdom; 
and tis highly probable, that it was by 
their powerful interceſſion that the Biſhop 
obtained the reſtitution of his Temporal- 
ties. It has been ſaid, that he procured 
this grant, by purchaſing Alice Perrers's 
good offices with the King in his favour, 
by a large ſum of money in hand, and 
larger promiſes of future ſervices; and that 
ſhe gained this point for him, very much 
againſt the inclinations of her friend the 
Duke of Lancaſter. This has been ad- 
vanced without any other foundation of 
2 or colour of probability, than the 
| influence of this Lady with the 
King, by ſome late writers, at a time when, 
as it could not poſſibly be verified, fo nei- 
ther could it eaſily be confuted, _ 
On the 21ſt of June, 1377, died Ed- 
ward III. And thus the Biſhop of Win- 


Cheſter had the ſatisfaction of being, in 
+. * JT 
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che meaſure, reſtored to the favour of 


ure, 
this excellent prince, his great patron and | 


benefactor, a few days before his death: 
if he may be ſuppoſed ever to have for- 
feited it; hich he 
the King himſelf bad, in a N loſt 
his own liberty. LY 


© Upon the acceſſion of Richard U. to the 
Throne, all difficulties with regard to the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter's affairs ceaſed 1 im- 


medintely; which gives us a further pre- 


ſumption, that Alice Perrers had no hand 
..m removing them, for her power was now 


at an end. He was * ſummoned to attend 
at the King's Coronation, by the King's 


writ, dated Jares the 26th; and accord- | 


_ ingly aſſiſted at that ceremony on the 
_ 15th' of July. His pardon * paſſed the 

Privy Seal on the 31ſt of the ſame month; 
as ſoon as a thing of this nature, at ſuch a 
time, could well be diſpatched. Tis con- 


ceived in the fulleſt and moſt extenſive 


terms FRE as Lord Coke has CR 


_ * Regiſt. Wykeham, part 4. fal. 15. 
3 Rym. Fad. * 7. P. 157. 
bid. p. 163. 

The mo large and beneficial pardons by Lens 
46 ; Fatents, which we have read and do remember, were 


did not; till j | 


6 that 
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larly obſerved. It recites, in the firſt place, 
the firſt ſeven articles of accuſation, which 
we have already given; and then ſets forth, 
that the King, reflecting upon the great 
damages and hardſhips that the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter hath ſuſtained, on occaſion of 
the ſaid impeachment ; and revolving in his 
mind the many acceptable, uſeful, and 
laudable ſervices, which the ſaid Biſhop, 
with great labour and expence, hath long 
performed for his Grandfather, the many 
high offices which he hath held under his 
Grandfather and Father, and the ſpecial af- 
fection and ſincere love which his Father, 
while he lived, always bore towards the 
faid Biſhop; out of his ſpecial favour, and 
with his certain knowledge, and alſo by 
advice and conſent of his Uncle the Duke 
of Lancaſter and other Prelates and Lords 
of his Council, remits and pardons all the 
aforeſaid articles, and all other crimes and 
offences whatſoever in the ampleſt terms, 
and in the fulleſt manner, the exception 


« that to William Wickham Biſhop of Wincheſter (for 


„good men will never refuſe God and the King's par-. 


« don, becauſe every man doth often offend bot 
them) and that other to Thomas Woolſey Cardinal; 
« which are learnedly and largely penned.” 3 Inflit. 
chap. 105. N . , 
17 0 
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of the ſaid Biſhop in the Act of Grace 
in the laſt Parliament of the late 
. King, and all other ſtatutes to the contrary. 
| notwithſtanding : concluding with a clauſe 
to this effect; „ Willing that all men 
_ « ſhould know, that, although we have 
« granted to the Biſhop of Wincheſter the 
_ * ſaid pardons and graces, nevertheleſs we 
_ « do not think the ſaid Biſhop to be in 
« anywiſe chargeable, in the fight of God, 
« with any of the matters thus by us par- 
« doned; remitted, or releaſed unto Kim, 
e buy do hold him to be, as to all and 
© every of them, 4 wholly een and 
« guiltleſs = | | 
hy an inſtrument *© "under the Privy Seal, | 
| likewiſe of the ſame date, which firſt re- 
ꝛites the eighth article of accuſation, as 
exprefied above, in conſequence of which 
is Temporalties were ſeized, the King 
grants him a full remiſſion of all the bur- 
thens before mentioned, which were impoſed 
on him upon the reſtitution of his Tempo= 
ralties; pardons and releaſes him from all 
matters contained in the ſaid article; and 
graciouſly remits and grants unto him all 
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ſuch profits and revenues of the ſaid Tem- 


poralties as were due to himſelf, 
Prince of Wales, and not 
of the reſtitution. ' However, the loſs 
tained by the Biſhop, in this affair, 
ſaid, in the whole to ha 
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qi r, during the former part V the 
he. of W the Kae. 


TYKEHAM, as we have. ſeen, 
| even in the reign of Edward the 
Third, firmly eſtabliſhed i in the eſteem and 
affection of the King, and ſupported by, 
the favour of the people, yet could not 
ſecure himſelf againſt 450 malice of his 
enemies, or more properly, againſt the re- 
ſentment of one great man, whom, in de- 
0 ney of a moſt juſt and honburable cauſe, 
* 1 | and. 
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and from a principle of gratitude and loy- 
alty, he had dared to oppoſe. One in his 


high ſtation, and that had long born ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a part in publick affairs, muſt 
have found it a much 0 difficult taſk 
to act with honour andydignity Jan to 
carry himſelf ſteadily =: fafelys. through 
the unhappy reign of Richard the Second. 
The former part of which was ſubject to 
all the inconveniencies of a minor ity; un- 
ſettled meaſures, divided counſels, il Tr | 
nagement in the revenues, continual loſſes 
abroad, and dangerous ſeditions at home: 
and what was of greater conſequenee than 
all, ſo little care was taken of the King's 
education, (or! He frems to have been not 
at all deficient .in his natural endowments) 
that when he came of age the ſtate of af- 
fairs became in his hands much worſe 
than before. The latter part was, 1} nt 
in a hazardous contention. between, two. 
violent parties, The Kin g. encouraged by | 
his favourites ahd flatter be ayowing his I 


ng 7 


| Brite power; and his oppoſers "openly 
S chregtuing him with the i of 
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great grandfather Edward the 93 d 
The event was fatal, firſt to the King's 
miniſters, afterward to the chiefs of the 
popular party, and laſtly, to the King 
himſelf: and the conſequence was a moſt 
bloody civil war, that in the next age, for ma- 


ny years, continued to lay waſte the ee 5 


and almoſt utterly extirpated the Royal 
Family. Wykeham conducted him{alf 
od theſe dangerous times, with that 
wiſdom and caution which might be ex- 
pected from one of his great experience; 
ſo as to maintain himſelf always in credit 
and in a due degree of favour, with the 
King, at the ſame time that he ſtood 
high in the eſteem and confidence of the 
people. 
The Duke of PRES” was ” Caltble 
that His late violent proceedings and im- 
perious behaviour had rendered him ex- 
tremely odious to the whole nation. His 
deſigns upon the Crown, if he ever really en- 
tertained them, he muſt have relin quiſhed 
ſome time ago; but ſtill wat had very fair 
Pretenſions to the Protectorſnip 5 0 the 
minority of the King. In the beginning | 
of the new reign therefore he uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours to an if poſſible, 7 
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the * he had loſt, and to ew 3 
ſelf in a more popular light. * A few days 
before, he had offended the city of Lon. 
don more than ever, by turning out the 
Mayor and Aldermen, and appointing 
others in their places, on occaſion of the 
late riot. He now, by the young King WM 
mediation, and with the beſt grace he 
could, immediately reconciled himſelf to 
the City : and in the cavalcade of the King 
and his Court through London the ſame 
day, the Duke and his friend the Lord 
Percy (who had been engaged with him in 
the ſame quarrel,) being at the head of 
the guards, the firſt as high Steward, the 
latter as Marſhall of England, to make 
way for the King; they both of them 
ſtudied to behave themſelves towards the 
citizens of all ranks, in the moſt oblig · 
ing and courteous manner, AS 
them with the utmoſt condeſcenfion and 
familiarity, and giving them all poſſible 
_ demonſtrations of the ſincereſt regard and 
friendſhip, _ dir Peter de la Mare * was 
immediately releaſed from his impriſon- 


ment in Nottingham Caſtle, with gr eat 


e Walſingham, Stow, 
? Walſinghge, p. Neuf. 


make . 


1 
„ 
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as of honour ; the Biſhop of Wincheſ- 
ter's pardon was 'ord ered to be expedited. 
with all diſpatch; both probably at the 

Duke of Lancaſter's motion, at leaſt not. 
without his concurrence. Yet all this af- 
fectation of popularity had very little ef- 


fect in removing the impreſſions which his 


former behaviour had left upon the minds 


of all orders of men. And when, 1 imme- 


diately after the Coronation, the admini- 


ſtration of affairs during the minority 


came to be ſettled in a great council of the 
Lords and Prelates, inſtead of naming the 


Duke of Lancaſter ſole Protector, they + 
conſtituted a Council or Regency, conſiſt- 
ing of twelve perſons of different eſtates, 


without ſo much as admitting him into the 
number. 


The Duke of eder could not diſ- 


ſemble his diſguſt upon this occaſion: he 
_ defired * the Kin g's leave to retire from- 
Court, and went to his Caſtle of Kenil- 
worth ; profeſſing however, before he went, 
that, in caſe his afliſtance ſhould be wanted, 


+ Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 161. Comedy Lene 


Fateh July 20, 1377. Ibid, 
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he would attend his Majeſty with a larger 
train than any Nobleman in the kingd, mn, 
and ſhould be always ready to promote 
his honour and ſervice. | His great friend 
the: Lord Percy, now Earl of N orthum- 
berland, _ expreſſed likewiſe his reſentment 
upon this occaſion, and. reſigned his ſtaff 
f'Marſhall, which he had obtained by 
the Duke's favour, | *#4 
Soon * afterwards the Parliament wet, 
not at all more favourably diſpoſed towards 
_ the Duke of Lancaſter”; and he was not 
no in ſuch power as to awe them into a 
compliance with his will. The firſt ſtep 
the Commons took, was to chooſe for their 
Speaker Sir Peter de La Mare, the great 
Patriot of the Good Parliament, who, on on 
chat account, had been thrown into pi fon, 
and, contrary to all law, confined: there a 
| whole year, by the oppreſſive power, of 
the Duke of Lancaſter. And a greeably 
to this beginning, they proceeded to 9000 
ample teſtimony of their approbation of 
what was done in that Parliament, the bu- 
ſineſs of which * in a manner x reſumed; 


a £75 2.4 8 5 
TY Odtober 13. 7377. We 
9 Kot. Parl. f. R. 2. 


and 
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fures of the lng Parliament, which thay, 
in ſeveral inſtances reverſed. They peti» 
tioned , that the King and Lords would 
name, in Parliament, certain perſons: ß 
divers eſtates, ſuch as were beſt able, and 
would be moſt diligent and careful to pro- 
mote the p 


the great Officers of State. This petitici 
was granted, and nine per 
the advice of the Lords, were appointed. 
This Council muſt neceſſarily have ſuper 


ſeded the Regency before eſtabliſhed, their 


powers being wholly inconſiſtent. And: ſo; 
not only, the Duke of Lancaſter himſelf; 
but ane or two of his chief friends likes 
wiſe who were of that Regency, in parti. 


cular the Lord Latimer, were now cntires 


ly ſet aſide, The Commons further de- 
manded, that judgement might be executed: 
upon Alice Perrers, according to her de. 
ſerts, and without favour or affection 
and that, conſidering the g eat damage ſhe 
had done to the kingdom, her forfeited 
eltates might be applied to the reins of 
o Rot Parl. 1, R. 2. tit, 4 * a” 45 
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public good, to Lag 
continual Council, and to act jointly with: 


choſen b | 
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the people whom ſhe had in many ways ind 
jured. This petition was, in conſequence 
of her impeachment before the Lords, 
upon the Statute of maintenance, made 
expreſsly on her account in the Parlia- 
ment of 1376; on which ſhe received ſen- 
tence of baniſhment, and forfeiture of all 
goods and eſtates, both in demeſne and 

in reverſion. They petitioned alſo, that a 
declaration might be made as to the moneys 
and ſubſidies miſapplied and unwarrant- 
ably expended by improper and unprofit- 
able miniſters, and that the ſaid miniſters 
might be puniſhed for the relief of the 
people. They further repreſent, that the 
late King was guided by evil Counſellors, 
and pray that all ſuch Counſellors as have 
been before convicted upon full evidence, 
and attainted, may be removed from the 
King's Counſells, and that neither they, 
nor others like them, be ever admitted 
near the King's perſon, nor bear office 
under him: and that all grants . 


e This Petition of the Commons was probably' os | 
cafioned by the conviction of Alice Perrers in the Houſe | 
of Lords; one article which was proved againſt her 


was, that ſhe had obtained of the late 2 ae 
* | | en 
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the late King may be examined, and if 


found to have been unworthily beſtowed, 
may be revoked; with all which requeſts 
the King complied. In all this the Com- 


mons ſeem to have proceeded in a tem- 
perate and diſpaſſionate manner, and to 


haye conſidered very rightly, that extreme 
rigour would have been unadviſeable in 


aſſent of the Council, for Richard Lyons a remiſſion of 
3001. which he owed to the Exchequer, reſtoration 


of lands and goods forfeited, and moreover a grant 
to him of 1000 marks. It might alſo have reſpect to 
the many grants which ſhe had obtained of the King 


for herſelf 1 as may be ſeen in MS. Rymer, Vol. 1. 


Miſcellan. Ed. 3. N* 60, 64, 66, 70, and Index Rot, 
Pat. Biblioth. Cotton. Titus, C. 2, and 3. Beſide the 


grant of the late queen Philippa's jewels, 47. Ed. 3. 


Rymer Fœd. Vol. 7th, p. 28. Theſe grants bear date 
from the 41ſt of Ed. 3. to the end of his reign, Her 
eſtates were very conſiderable: beſide a great many lands, 
tenements, advowlſons, &c. ſhe had in different counties, 


' twenty-two manors, for the moſt part in poſſeſſion, 


ſome few of them in reverſion. Tho' the grant 
the petition of the Commons, that her forfeited eſtates 


might be applied to the relief of the people, yet about 


| two years afterward he made a grant of them all to her 

huſband Sir William de Wyndeſore. William of Wyke- 
ham purchaſed of Sir William de Wyndeſore the manor 
of Meoneſtoke, in the county of Southampton, and 
fettled it on his College of Wincheſter : this manor was 
part of the forfeited eſtate of Alice, granted to her huſe 
band; on which account the King's writ containing 
the whale grant above mentioned is preſerved in the 
Archives of Wincheſter College, among the title-deeds 
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the beginning of a new reign. In thi 


petition for the appointing a . 


Council, after a of thoſe about 


the late King, they add ;** But never- 


« theleſs the ſaid Commons do not at all 
e defire now to take vengeance of any 
en that hath done amiſs in time paſt, but 


Dann in time to come, n W 


« may be duly puniſhed. | 
After theſe feveral petitions, manifeſtly : 
tending to fix all the blame of the mal- 
adm initiation | in the. latter part of Ed- 


ward the Third's reign upon the ſame ſet 


of nien, who had been called to account 
for it, and puniſhed, in the Parliament 


of 1376, and who had gotten themſelves 
diſculpated in the ſucceeding Parliament, 


the Commons proceeded to addreſs the 
King in behalf of the Biſhop of Winche(- 


ter in particular; who, by favouring that 


inquiry, and the proceedings againſt them, 


had incurred the reſentment of the whole 


party, and had ſuffered ſo much from their 
malice when they had recovered their power 
again. The petition of the Commons, 


upon this occaſion, with Feat Rang an- 


2 Rot Part. 1. R. 2, tit. 20. 7 
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% in the 2 holden at 

8 the Pe PE 
- iff, wag and e 'Grandfan, 
* ther 10 all his TulgeSierand lieges of his 


i + 


e rolls of the 
hich — — grace, 


2 1 5 and enjoy, lh and enticely, inal 

« points, the ſame graces, pardons, and 

« remiſſions made unto others his lieges.iw. . 
« the ſaid Parliament by your ſaid Grand- 
« father, notwithſtanding the exception and - 
© forepriſion aforeſaid ; and furthermore 
did pardon, unto enen many different 


5 articles * een impoſed vor 8 


5 


5 3. 7 14 


Rot Parl. 1. R. 2. tit. 99. 
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« him in the time of your ſaid Grandfea! 
« ther, and divers other graces, pardons, 
« and remiſſions did make unto him, and 
«of all the articles, impeachments, and 
* matters aforeſaid did grant unto him, 
« and cauſe to be made, your gracious 
_« charters in full, as in them more fully 
«« appeareth : may it pleaſe your noble 
« Highneſs, by the advice and common 
« aſſent of the Prelates, the Duke, the 
« Earls, Barons, and other Lords, and the 
„ Commons, to affirm, approve, ratify, 
« and confirm in this preſent Parliament 
your ſaid Charters, with all the articles, 
«pardons, graces, remiſſions, and circum- 
« ſtances whatſoever in them contained, to 
the honour of God, and for the' ſafety 
« and ſurety of the eſtate of the ſaid Bi- 
% ſhop, and of His Church of Win- 
2 5 <4 


The. Anſwer. 5 ph 


* The Kings in his own perlen, br 
« his own mouth, as alſo by common al- 
« ſent and advice of the Prelates, the Duke, 
« the Earls, Barons, and other Lords, in 
« full Parliament 22 hath —_— 
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« this pe ition fully, and in all points, and 
Whatever is contained therein; and will- 
« eth and granteth, by the common aſſent 
and advice aforeſaid, that the Charters 
« or Letters, whereof this petition maketh 
« mention, and which were with good de- 
liberation ſeen, read, and fully heard 
er in the ſaid Parliament, be now affirmed, 
« approved, ratified, and confirmed, under 
« his Great, Seal, according to the purport. 
« of the ſaid petition, and the effect, te- 
« nor, and form of the Charters aud hte 
te ters aforeſaid.” . 

Theſe declarations of 8 1 1 
directly tending to fix the blame of miſ- 
management in the latter part of Edward 
the Third's reign upon the Duke of Lan- 

caſter and his faction, and ſo ex preſsly 
clearing the Biſhop of Wincheſter, from 
all imputation of that nature, were not 
the effect of any ſecret intrigue, any un- 
due influence, a peculiar humour, or a ſpi- 
rit of party prevailing in the preſent Par- 
lament, and therefore liable to be con- 
tradicted and reverſed. in next per- 
haps that ſhould meet; of which, both 
| vith reſpect to the cauſe and the event, the 
proceedings of the laſt Parliament of the 
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| N king afford us a remarkable example; 


On the contrary, they were, in ſome mea« 


fare, — by moſt of the ſucceeding 
Parliaments ; hardly any of which paſſed 
without giving the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
ſome mark of their confidence, and ſome 


. A their e of his inte⸗ 
grity. p — 1 
The management of affairs Favorited 


very ill in the hands of thoſe to whom 
the adminiſtration was committed by Far- 


liament. The people found no eaſe in their 
taxes, nor any retrenchment of expences 


in the ſtate: the demands for the publick 
ſervices increaſed, the treaſury was ex- 
hauſted, and the King in debt. The Com- 

mons therefore in the Parliament that 
met in the beginning of the year 1380, 
petitioned, That the King's ſtanding 


Council might be diſcharged, and that he 
would appoint in their ſtead, only five Coun- 


ſellors, being His great officers of tate 3 
namely , the Chancellor, Treaſurer, Privy= 


Seal, Chamberlain, and Steward of the 


houſhold: and that theſe officers might 


not be removed before the next Parlia- 


* Ra oo bo. 
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ment. They * further repreſent to the 
King, that his ſubjects are ſo impoveriſned 


by the many ſubſidies granted to the late 
King and himſelf for the defence of thgjge 


kingdom, that they cannot any longer ſup- 


port theſe burthens, unleſs an end is put 
to the wars, or ſome other remedy be found: 
they petition him therefore, that, for his 


own honour, and the relief of his ſubjects, 


he would be pleaſed to have his own ſtate 


put under ſuch proper direction, and the 


behaviour of his officers and miniſters, by | 
whoſe neghgence he and his kingdom have 
greatly ſuffered, and alſo his revenues ſo 
inſpected and examined, that he may be 
able to live in a manner ſuitable to his Ma- 


jeſty, and bear his ſhare in the ſaid bur- 
thens, to the eaſe of his ſubjects. The King 


and council, therefore, in full Parliament, 
appoint, at their requeſt, ſixteen Commiſ- 


ſioners; four * Biſhops, three Earls, three 
Bannerets, three Knights, two Citizens of 


> Rym. Feed. Vol. 7th, p. 3 The Commiſſion 


is there given at large, and is dated May 2, 1380. Per 
ipſum regem & Concilium. In pleno Parliamento. 
Though the Parliament had finiſhed their ſeſſion the 


beginning of March preceding. Wake's State of the 


Church, p. 312. 
: * Ouly three Biſhops are mentioned in Rot. Parl. 
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London, and one of Vork; all or any 
five of whom, provided there be one at 
leaſt of each ſtate and degree, have power 
to go into any of his Courts or Offices, to 
examine the Officers and their accounts; 
to ſurvey and · inſpect the revenues of the 
King and kingdom of all ſorts; to examine 
into the fees of Officers under the late King, 
annuities granted by him, and the like; 
the ſtate of the late King's houſhold, and 
his own, with many particulars of the ſame 
kind more fully ſpecified: and of the reſult 
of their inquiries they are to certify the 
King and Council. They have power to 
examine all perſons upon oath, except the 
great Officers of the Kingdom, and all 
Officers, of the late King, and his own, 


are ordered to attend and aſſiſt them, and 


to produce whatever papers or records are 
required by them. The Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter was one of theſe Commiſſioners. 
The Parliament could not have given a 
clearer demonſtration of their confidence 
in him, nor a fuller acknowledgment of 
the uprightneſs of his adminiſtration un- 

der Edward the Third, than by appoint- 
ing him one of the examiners into the 
abuſes of that reign, as well as the preſent. 


And 
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And this, together with what has been ob- = 


| ſerved before on this ſubject, gives us as 
full proof as the nature of the caſe will 
admit of, that the nation in general wholly 
imputed the mal-adminiſtration in the lat- 
ter part of Edward the Third's time, fo 
much complained of, to the Duke of Lan- 
caſter, and his party, and not to the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter, 

This commiſſion, tho? in all reſpects ful- 
* ſettled in Parliament, was not iſſued 


in form to the ſeveral perſons appointed - 


to that ſervice, till the beginning of May 


following; ſo that probably no great mat- | 


ter was done in it when the Parliament 
met again towards the end of the ſame 
year. The Commons then petitioned the 


King, that the Commiſſion appointed in 


the laſt Parliament might be carried into 
execution without delay, and that the Lords 
and others, named in the ſaid Commiſſion, 
now preſent in Parliament, be charged to 
begin their Inquiry on the z0th of January 
following. 

The Commiſſioners cod in wt haves made 
any great Foe) in this . before 


* 1 


16 THE LIFE Of 


their Proceedin gs were interrupted by thoſe 


terrible inſurrections which were begun 
in the Counties of Kent and Eſſex by the 


loweſt of the people, conducted by lead- 
ers, the vileſt and baſeſt even of Hs 5 own 


number. Theſe tumults were at their 
height about the middle of the next June: 


the infection of popular madneſs began to 


ſpread widely; the whole nation was thrown 
into the greateſt confuſion, and the King 
and kingdom brought into the moſt immi- 
nent danger. But this dreadful rebellion 
was ſoon happily quelled in effect by one 
bold and ſucceſsful effort of the young King 
himſelf, who in the utmoſt extremity ated 
with all the preſence of mind, the reſolu- 
tion, and ſpirit, of his great Father and 
_ Grandfather ; and ſhewed what might have 
been expected from him if he had not un- 
fortunately been thrown into the hands 


of thoſe, who, to eſtabliſh the more eaſily. 
their own power and intereſt, ſtudied to 
corrupt his tender mind, and to depreſs 
thoſe excellent talents with which nature 


had endowed him. 
To ſettle the ſtate of the nation, ad to 


quiet the minds of the people, after ſo 
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great a commotion, a Parliament was ſum- 
moned to meet the beginning of Novem- 
ber. The ? Commons petition, that cer- 
tain Prelates and Lords may be appointed 
to confer with them on affairs greatly con- 
cerning the ſtate of the kingdom : they are 
ordered to give in the names of ſuch as 
they would chooſe for this purpoſe in writ- 


ing; they name ſeventeen; among them 


the Biſhap of Wincheſter. After diligent 


conference with theſe Lords, they make a 


grievous complaint of the ill ſtate of the 
nation, repreſenting, that unleſs the ad- 
miniſtration of government be ſoon amen- 
ded the Kingdom will be utterly ruined. 
They proceed to enumerate particularly the 
defaults of gavernment: firſt, about the 
King's perſon, and in hishouſhold, through 
the unreaſonable number of ſervants and 
attendants maintained therein ; as alſo in 
his Courts, the Chancery, King's Bench, 
Common Bench, and Exchequer, by griev- 
ous oppreſſions: and in the Country, by 

the great multitude of maintainers of quar- 
rels, who carry themſelves there like Kings; 
that they are ſtripped and ruined * the 


0 Rot. Parl. 5. R. 2. tit. I”. 18, &c. 
| M 3 | | opprefiions | 
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oppreſſions of the Purveyors of the King's 
houſhold; as alſo by taxes and ſubſidies, 
which are levied with great diſtreſſes, and 
oppreſſions of the people by the King's Mi- 
niſters; and though great ſums of money 
are granted and levied, ſo that they never 
were ſo poor before, yet they are not de- 
fended from the enemy, but are plundered 
by land and ſea ; which miſchiefs the poor 
WR who uſed to live in honour and 
proſperity, can no longer endure ; and 
_ theſe have given occaſion to the late n 
rections, and, unleſs remedied, will be thße 
cauſe of greater misfortunes. They there- 
fore beg redreſs of theſe grievances, for 
the ſafety of the King and kingdom; that 
evil Officers and Counſellors may be re- 
moved, and above all, that the moſt able 


and diſcreet Lords and others of the king- 1 


dom may be placed about the perſon of 
the King and in his Council. | 
The King adviſes with the Lords of the 
| realm, and thoſe of his. Council on this 
petition, which appeared to him to be for 
the good of himſelf and his kingdom; and 
grants that certain Prelates, Lords, and 

_ others, may be appointed to examine into 
the ſtate and government of the King's * 
BREE CE „„ 
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ſon and houſhold, and provide remedies 
to the abuſes complained of. Nineteen are 
nominated for this ſervice: the Duke of 
Lancaſter is the firſt, and the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter one of that number. They 
are ordered to ſit in Privy Council many 
days, without doing any thing elſe in Par- 
liament while this buſineſs 18 depend- 
ing. 
The Commons then addreſs their peti- 
tions, relating to the abuſes above-men- 
tioned, and the ſtate of the nation in ge- 
neral, to theſe Commiſſioners; who ſeem 
to have entered effectually upon their In- 
quiry, and to have made a conſiderable 
progreſs in it. For in the ſecond meeting 
of this Parliament, at the end of the Febru- 
ary following, after an adjournment, the 
Commons petition, that the Officers of the 
_ King's houſhold may be ſworn before the 
Lords in Parliament, to obſerve the ordi- 
nance and government of the King's houſ- 
hold, as appointed by the Commiſſioners: 
which petition is granted. 7 
.- Bn notwithſtanding all the diligence 
of the Commiſſioners in regulating theſe 


1 Rot, Parl. 5. R. 2. tit. 75. 


SHE L1FTE OF! [ff 1 
affairs, and the precaution taken by the 
Commons to ſecure the obſervance of their 
regulations, we do not find that complaints 
of the ſame abuſes ceaſed at all - for the 
future. Walſingham, having mentioned 
ſeveral of the acts paſſed in this Parliament, 
and that many other things were at the 
fame time ordained, adds, © But to what 
c « purpoſe ſerve acts of Parliament, when 
« afterwards they take no effect at all? 
e The King, by the advice of thoſe about 
e him, uſed to alter or ſet aſide every 
ee thing that the whole commonalty of the 
* kingdom, and even the nobility itſelf, 
c had enacted in the preceding Parlia- 
e ments.” Of this he gives us afterwards a 
remarkable example, Sir Richard Le 
; Scrope had, in this Parliament, been ap- 
pointed Chancellor by the Commiſſioners, 
upon the petition of the Commons ad- 
dreſſed to them. Not long after, on his 
refuſing to ſet the ſeal to ſome extravagant 
grants of the King to certain of his fa- 
vourite courtiers, the King by their per- 
ſuaſion was induced to take away the 
Seal from the uncomplying Chancellor, 
Walſingham adds, that he executed theſe +- 
grants with ae own hands; in this parti- 


ue Z 
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cular he is miſtaken : however, he placed 

the Seal by * commiſſion in the hands of 
| ſome others of his courtiers, who probably 

were not ſo ſcrupulous in obeying his com- 


mands; and afterward delivered it to the -Þ1 


Biſhop of London. 

In the Parliament that met October the 
| 6th, 1332, the * Commons name the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter among the Lords whom 
they petition to have appointed to confer 
with them on the matters propoſed to their 


conſideration: namely, whether it were 


more adviſeable to agree to the Duke of 
Lancaſter's propoſal, for an attempt upon 
the kingdom of Caſtile, to which he had 
pretenſions; or that of the Biſhop of Nor- 
wich for an expedition againſt the French 
and Flemings. Both the Duke and the 
Biſhop were armed by Pope Urban the VIth. 
with powers for publiſhing a cruſade againſt 
thoſe adherents to his rival, the Antipope 
Clement the VIIth. The Commons gave 
their advice for the latter; which accord 
ingly took place, and + failed of ſucceſs 
the ſecret endeavours of the Duke of an- 


2 Roms Fed. vol. 7. p. 362. 
3 Rot. Parl. 6. R. 2. tit. 14. 
9 Froiſſart, — Hollinſhed. 
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caſter to obſtruct the Biſhop a 2 | 
his affected delay in ſending him ſuc- 
cours. | 
The chief occaſion of the meeting of the 

Parliament at the latter end of the year 
1383, was to provide for a war with Scot- 
land, which was apprehended to be un- 
avoidable, the truce being now near ex- 
piring, and the Antipope Clement having, 
by way of repriſals, publiſhed a Cruſade 
againſt the Engliſh, and commiſſioned the 
King of Scotland to execute it. Upon 
this, as was uſual in the like caſes, the 
Lords Marchers of the North were ordered 
by Parliament to their reſpective countries, 


to fortify their caſtles, and to be in re- 


dineſs to defend the borders againſt the 
irruption of the Scots. Theſe Lords there- 
fore petitioned, that part of the ſupplies 

raifed for the defence of the nation againſt 
Scotland, might be allowed them in con- 
ſideration of this ſervice. The matter 
was debated in the Houſe of Lords; and 
the authority of the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 

who was the principal perſon that oppoſed 
their petition, carried the queſtion agair..c. 


ot. Parl, 7. R. 2. = 
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them, notwithſtanding their great power 
and influence. He alledged, that the 
lands and honours which they now _ 
ſeſſed, had been given them for this v 
purpoſe, that they might be enabled to de- 
fend the borders, and repel the Scots; and 
ſo ſave the kingdom the perpetual trouble 
and expence of ſending forces to thoſe dif- 
tant parts: that they were in a condition 
to perform this ſervice with eaſe; whereas 
their anceſtors, without their power or 
riches, and ſupported only by their own 
courage and bravery, had gained many 
victories over thoſe enemies of their coun- 
try, The Parhament, therefore, only 
granted to theſe Lords Commiſſions to 
raiſe forces, and to make repriſals upon 
the Scots. We find, however, that a few 


years after this , oy gained this very 


he principal of them was Henry Peary Earl of 
Northumberland. See Cotton Abridg. p. 283. The 
ſame that had been made Marſbal of England by the 
| Duke of Lancaſter's means at the end of Edward 34's 
reign, and Earl of Northumberland at the coronation 
of Richard the ad. The Caſtle of Workworth in 
Northumberland, and the manor. of Rothbury, had been 
granted to his Grandfather, for this very ſervice in the 
beginning of Ed. 3d's time. Cotton. Abridg. p. 11. 


Probably therefore what the Biſhop ſaid * this oc- 
caſion related chiefly to him. 


2 Rot. Parl. 11. R. 2. tit. 45. . 
point, 
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point, by petition of the Commons, but 


with declaration, that it was on account 


of the ſudden breaking out of the war, 


and for that time only, and with proteſta- 
tion that it ſhould not be made a . 
dent. 

In the * N held at Saliſbury 
the beginning of the next year, the Biſhop 


of Wincheſter was likewiſe one of the 
Lords whom the Commons choſe to have 
aſſigned as a committee to confer with 
them upon the propoſal of a treaty of 


peace with France. 
The King and Council, as well as the 


Commons, had recourſe to the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter's wiſdom and experience in af. 


fairs of difficulty. Many branches of the 


revenues of the Crown were greatly in ar- 
rear: this matter required a particular in- 
ſpection, and an extraordinary power to 
clear it up and ſettle it perfectly. Toward 
the end of the year 1385 , the Biſhops of 


Wincheſter and Exeter, 2 two Bannerets, 
were for this purpoſe joined with the Privy 
Council, and commiſſioned with full powers 
to ſearch and give e in the * 


® Rot. Parl. 7. R. 2. part 2. 
9 Rot, Parl. 9. R. 2. tit. 43. 
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and elſewhere, as it ſhould ſeem beſt to 
them, concerning all manner of debts due 
to the King. 1 

In the mean time, the King 8 extrava- 
gance, and his immoder ate indulgence to 
his favourites, continued to give general 
diſcontent, Courtney *, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, encouraged by ſome of the no- 


bility, and principally, as it ſhould ſeem, 


by the Duke of Gloceſter, ventured to re- 
monſtrate to the King upon this head; 
and to tell him plainly, that, unleſs he 
would ſuffer himſelf to be better adviſed 
and directed, his proceedings muſt ſoon end. 
in the utter ruin of himſelf and his king= 
dom. The King received this reproof 
with great indignation : he loaded the 
Archbiſhop with opprobrious language, 
and the vehemence of his paſſion had car- 
ried him ſtill further, had not the Duke 
of Gloceſter interpoſed. Upon this the 
Archbiſhop, to expreſs his reſentment, re- 
tired from Court: but ſoon met with new 
_ cauſe. of diſguſt. . The * Convocation had 
granted the King: a ene in December, 


Monachus 88 in Vita Richardi i 2d, ab 
Hearnio editus. 4 


3 Wake's State of the Church, p. 217. | 
(73 volts 


1384. But the King's neceſſities were not 
fatisfied : and therefore, about the middle 
of January, writs were iſſued for calling 
another Convocation in Lent for further - 
ſupplies. The Archbiſhop uſed his utmoſt 
endeavours to divert the King from this 
reſolution of ſummoning a Convocation 
again ſo ſoon : he wrote to him, deſiring 
him, with great earneſtneſs, to recal his 
| writ. He wrote likewiſe to the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, who was then at Court, as 
well as to ſome others of his brethren; 
exhorting them to do what they could, to 
perſuade the King to relinquiſh his deſign: 
But the King perſiſted in it. The Arch- 
biſhop obeyed, and ſummoned the Convo- 
cation: but, to ſhew his diſſatisfaction, he 
would not aſſiſt at it in perſon, but com- 
miſſioned the Biſhops of London and Win- 
cheſter to preſide in it in his ſtead. 
Iheſe ſcattered memorials of the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter's weight and authority it 
the management of the moſt important 
concerns of the publick, I have laid to- 
gether as they occurred in the order of time; 
which leads us now to the extraordinary 
Commiſſion of the tenth year of Richard 
the II. in which he was perſonally con- 
| ceerned, 
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cerned, and upon which the remaining 
part of the affairs of this reign principally 
turn. This will require a more full and 
connected relation: and that it may not 


be interrupted and confounded with mat- 


ters of a different nature, it will be proper, 
firſt, to conſider him again in his more 
private capacity, and return to his Epiſ- 
copal acts, and the execution of his cha- 
ritable deſigns. TO 
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attendance on publick affairs, was reſolved 
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William of Wykeham. . 


SECTION VI. 


E cclgſaſtical affairs during the reign of 


Richard the Second. 


TF 7 PON the acceſſion of Richard the 


Second to the throne, Wykeham, 


now delivered from the perſecution of the | 


Duke of Lancaſter, and diſengaged, as far 
as his high ſtation and great authority 
would permit, from his former conſtant 


to 
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to make uſe of tlie opportunity and lei- 
ſure which theſe circumſtances afforded 
him, and applied himſelf to the great work 
of executing his deſign for his two Colleges, 
upon which he had long before been de- 
termined, and for which he had many 
years been making preparations. His whole 
plan, as I have already obſerved, . was 
formed at once; and the deſign was noble, 
uniform, and compleat: It was no leſs 
than to provide for the perpetual mainte- 
nance. and inſtruction of two hundred 
ſcholars, to afford them a liberal fupport, 
and to lead them through a perfect courſe 
of education; from the "wi elements of 
letters, through the whole circle of the 
Sciences; from the loweſt claſs of Gram- 
matical learning to the higheſt degrees in 
the ſeveral faculties; It properly and na- 
turally conſiſted of two parts, rightly form- 
ing two eſtabliſhments, the one ſubor- 
dinate to the other. The deſign of the 
one was to lay the foundations of Science, 
that of the other! to raiſe and compleat 
the ſuperſtructure; the former was to ſup- 


ply the latter with proper ſubjects, and the = 


latter was to improve the advantages re- 
ceived 1 in the former. The plan was. truly 
N Es gr eat, 
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great, and an original in its kind: as 
Wykeham had no example to follow in it, 
ſo no perſon has yet been found, who has 
had the ability or the generoſity to follow 
his example, except one, and that a King 
of England, who has done him the ho- 
nour to _ and to copy his whole de- 
ſign. , 
The work which a his atten- 
tion at this time, was to erect his College 
at Oxford; the ſociety of which he had 
already compleated and eſtabliſhed, and 
that ſome years before he began to raiſe 
the building. For he proceeded here in 
the ſame method, which, as I have already 
ſhewn, he took at Wincheſter : as he be- 
gan there with forming a private Gram- 
mar School, provided with proper Maſ- 
ters, and. maintained and ſupported in 
it the full number of ſcholars, which he 
afterwards eſtabliſhed in his CO ; fo 


Lek, * Quare pro parte dicti Epiſcopi, qui, ut 

88 aſſerit, geren grammaticalibus 
t in eadem Civitate ſtudentibus de bonis a Deo ſibi col- 
_ < latis pluribus annis vitz neceſſaria miniſtravit, nobis 
* fuit humiliter ſupplicatum.” — From Pope Urban 
Gth's Bulle of Licence, to foundthe College at Win- 


for &c. dated Juns 1. 1 378. 1 E. Coll Wut. 
fol. Bl, _.. 
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at Oxford, in the firſt place, he formed 
his Society, appointed them a Governor, 
allowed them a liberal maintenance, pro- 
vided them with lodgings, and gave them 
rules and directions for their behaviour; 
not only that his beneficence might not 
ſeem to lie fruitleſs and ineffectual while 
it was only employed in making his pur- 
chaſes of lands, and raiſing his building, 
which would take up a conſiderable time; 
but that he might beſtow his earlieſt at- 
tention, and his greateſt care in forming 
and perfecting the principal part of his 
deſign, and that the life and ſoul, as it 
were, might be ready to inform and ani- 
mate the body of his College as ſoon as 
it could be finiſhed, and ſo the whole ſyſ- 
tem be at once compleated in every _ 
of it. This preparatory eſtabliſhment, I 1 
imagine, took place about the ſame time 
with that at Wincheſter, that is, in the 
year 1373; which agrees with the account 
that ſome authors give, that it was ſeven 
years before the foundation. of the build- 
ing was laid: but they are miſtaken, in 
| ſuppoſing that there were only 2 ſcho- 


dat, Wood, Ratpiic, Godwin, | 
Na "how. 


Index Rot. Pat, 3. K. 2. Bibliothec, Cotton. Titus, C. 3- 
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lars maintained by him in this manner; - 


for it appears by the Rolls of A 
New College, that in the year 13576, the 


Society confiſted of a Warden and — 
Fellows, called Pauperes Scholares Vene- 
rabilis Domini Domini Wilhelmi de Wyke- 
ham Wynton Epiſcopi; and that it had 
been eſtabliſhed, probably to the ſame num- 


ber, at leaſt as early as September 1375. 


Richard — Fellow of Merton 
College, was appointed by him Gover- 
nor of this Society, with the title of War- 
den, and a falary of 20 l. per annum. 


The Fellows were lodged in Blakehall, Hert- 


hal, Shulehall, Maydenhall, and Hamer- 
hall: the expence of their lodging amounted 


to 10 J. 13 8. 4d. per annum. They were 
allowed each of them 1 8. 6 d. per week for 


their commons: and they had proper fer- {| 
vants to attend them, Were n ſuitable ſti- 
In the year 27 0 0 the Biſhop ec com- 
3 his foveral purchaſes of lands for 
the fite of his College, and immediately 

took his meaſures for eredting his — 


3 Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. 
_ + Ant. Wood. Hiſt. Univ. Gon. ua: Pp: 129. 
5 A. Wood. ibid. ex. Pat. 3. R. 2. p. I. m. 32. & 
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üurſt place, he obtained the * King's 

155 granting him licence to found his 
ge: it is dated June 3oth, 1379. He 
cured likewiſe * the Pope's Bulle to the 
me effect. He publiſhed his Charter of 
-undation November 26th following; by 
hich he entitled his College,  Seinte 
arie College of Wyncheltre in Oren- 
fard. It was then vulgarly called the New 
College, which became in time a fort of 
proper name for it, and in common uſe 
continues to be ſo to this day. At the 
ſame time, upon the reſignation of Tone- 
worth he conſtituted his kinſman Nicho- 
las Wykeham Warden, with a falary of 
401. per annum. On the 5th of March 
following, at 8 o'clock in the morning, 
the foundation ſtone was laid: the build- 
ing was finiſhed in ſix years, and the 8o—-— 
ciety made their publick entrance into it 
with much ſolemnity and devotion, ſing- 


s Pram. Statut. Coll. Oxon. F 
IG Regiſt. 2. Coll. Nov, fol. 138. 17 

Tractat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. &B rev. ee 
The expreſſion in both is, hora a ante meri- 
diem, and afterwards, horà tertid ante meridiem. 
Wykeham did not ly the firſt ſtone in perſon, as 
ſome authors ſay ; he was that day at nn Re- 
giſt. WIA part 2. in Ordinat, 
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ing Litanies, and marching in proceſſion, 
with the Croſs borne before them, at nine 
o clock in the morning, on the 14th of 
April, 1386, The Society? conſiſts of a 
Warden and ſeventy poor Scholars, Clerks, 
Students in Theology, Canon and Civil 
Law, and Philoſophy: twenty are ap- 
pointed to the ſtudy of Laws, ten of 
them to that of — Canon, and ten to 
that of the Civil Law; the remaining fifty 
are to apply themſelves to Philoſophy (or 
Arts) and Theology; two of them, how- 


ever, are permitted to apply themſelves to 


the ſtudy of Medicine, and two likewiſe 
to that of Aſtronomy ; all of whom are 
obliged to be in Prieſts Orders within a 
certain time, except in caſe of lawful im- 
pediment. Beſide theſe there are ten 
Prieſts, three Clerks, and ſixteen boys or 
Choriſters, to miner in the ſervice of * 
Chappel. 
The body of ne which Wykeham 
gave to his College, was a work upon 
which he beſtowed much time and con- 
ſtant attention. It was the reſult of great | 
nn. and ſtudy, aſſiſted, confirmed, 


9 Statut. cal Oxon, d 


8 
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and brought to maturity by long obſerva- 
tion and experience. He began it with 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of his Society, and 
he was continually improving and perfect- 
ing it almoſt as long as he lived. And ac- 
cordingly, it has been always conſidered 
as the moſt judicious and the moſt com- 
pleat performance in its kind, and as the 


beſt model which the founders of Col- 
leges in ſucceeding times had to follow, 5 


and which indeed moſt of them have ei- 
ther copied or cloſely imitated. « , 
That the firſt draught of his ſtatutes 
was made as early as I have mentioned, 
appears from a letter of Wykeham him- 
ſelf, which he wrote to the Warden of his 
College, ſoon after the Society had made 
their firſt entrance into it. In this letter 
he ſpeaks of his ſtatutes, as duly publiſned 
and promulged, and in times paſt fre- 
quently made known unto them. The great 
care and attention which he employed in 
reviſing his ſtatutes from time to time, and 
in improving them continually, appears 
very evidently from an ancient draught of 
them ſtill extant *, in which the 3 al. 


See Appendix, Ne IX. 
* In Archiv. Coll. Nov. | CE | : 3 
| — 4 | terations, 
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tel ations, corrections, and additions made 
in the margin, ſhew plainly how much 
pains he beſtowed upon this important 
work; with how much deliberation, and 
with what great exactneſs he weighed 
every the moſt minute particular belonging 
to it. The text of theſe ſtatutes appears, 
by ſome circumſtances which it is needleſs 
here to enlarge upon, to have been drawn 
up about the year 1386; and therefore 
they cannot be the firſt which he ever made, 
ſince at that time he ſpeaks of his ſtatutes 
as often and long before publiſhed, At 
the end of the year 1389, he appointed 
Commiſſaries to receive the oaths of the 
Warden and Scholars of his College, to 
obſerve the ſtatutes which he then tranſ- 
mitted to them, ſealed with his ſeal: this 
was a new edition of them, much corrected 
and improved; for, I ſuppoſe, it contained 
all the marginal alterations and additions 
above-mentioned. He gave a third edition 
of his ſtatutes, reckoning from the time 
when his College was finiſhed, ſtill much 
_ enlarged and corrected, an ancient copy 9 
which likewiſe is yet remaining: it was 


3 Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 102. 
Coll. Nov. * Dom. Cuſtodem, | 


pro- 
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probably * of the year 1393. In 'the 
year 1400, he appointed another Com- 
miſſion for the ſame purpoſe, and in the 
ſame form with that of the year 1389: 
with that he ſent to his College a new 
edition like wiſe of his ſtatutes, itill reviſed 
and enlarged: it is the laſt which he gave, 
and is the ſame with that now in force. 
The original drawings of a great Maſter, 
compared with the finiſhed paintings which 
he has made from them, let us more in- 
timately into the true ſpirit of his deſign; 
they lay open his whole train of thinking, 
and diſcover the reaſons of all the moſt 
minute alterations which are made in the 
progreſs of the work. We ſee evident 
marks of his invention in compoſing, his 
care in expreſſing, his judgment in cor- 
recting; and have the pleaſure of tracing 
the ſeveral ſteps by which the whole piece 
has been brought to perfection: and it 
ſometimes alſo happens, that we have rea- 
ſon to regret the effects of too much ſtudy 


Rot. Comm: Coll Nov. an. 1 393. — * in Expns. 
« Magiſtr. Johannis Haſeley & Roberti Keton, equit. 
Lond. ad Dominum Fundatorem pro ſtatutis refor- 
* mandis a 240 die Maii p. 10 dies continuo ſequentes, 
46 18 8. 64.” 

5 Regiſt. Wykeham, pre 4. b. fol, 182. 


and 
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and application, of accuracy and correct. 
neſs purſued too far; when the cool en- 
deavours of art have not been able to 
reach the warm ſtrokes of genius, and per- 
haps ſome particular parts of the finiſhed 
piece have even wanted the propriety and 
juſtneſs which they had in the firſt com- 
poſition. In a work of imitation the artiſt 
endeavours to expreſs the moſt ſimple ap- 
pearances of nature, her freeſt and moſt un- 
diſguiſed features, attitudes, and operations; 


and the firſt impreſſions of theſe, upon a 


warm imagination, are commonly the live- 
lieſt and the trueſt. In a work of policy, 
the legiſlator ought to have chiefly in view 
the leading motives and main ſprings of 
human action; and theſe are open and 
obvious, the moſt eaſily inveſtigated, and 
the moſt readily ſet to work. The more 
ſimple the compoſition of his ſyſtem, the 
more ſurely will it attain its end, without 
diſorder or impediment. Subordinate parts, 
and inferior but more complicated prin- 
ciples, will indeed require much care and 
conſideration ': even all the leſſer circum- 
ſtances ought to be well weighed, and every 
precaution taken to prevent perverſion and 
abuſe. Yet may this cloſe attention to parti- 


culars be eaſily carried to exceſs : too much 
| refine- 
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refinement will only give the greater ſcope 
and advantage to evalion; and 'tis the 

uſual misfortune of frequent alteration in 
a plan once in the main well adjuſted, 
3 while it improves ſome parts, it is at- 

tended with unforeſeen inconvenience in 
others, perhaps, of greater conſequence: 


Something of this kind, I think, may be 


obſerved in one of the laſt reviſions which 
Mykeham made of his ſtatutes; and that 
in a point of conſiderable importance, the 
manner of election into his College at Ox- 
ford, which ſeems then to have been un- 
happily altered for the worſe. The me- 
thod which he had eſtabliſhed at firſt, and 


which was accordingly obſerved, I believe, 


till the year 1393, was to fill up the va- 
cancies of the preceding year by an annual 


election; and that in caſe before nine or 


ten months of the current year were paſt, 
there ſhould happen fix or more vacancies, 
they were to be filled up by an interelection. 
The only inconvenience of this method 
was, that the Society would very often want 
of its full compliment of members; and 
Wykeham was very unwilling that any 
part of his bounty ſhould ever lie dormant 


and inactive. By making it a pre-elec- 
mw to ſupply the vacancies immediately, 


F-+ each 
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each as they ſhould fall in the year enſuing, 
he effectually prevented this inconvenience; 


but at the ſame time opened a door to 


much greater inconveniences, to which the 
new method has been found liable 7;- to 


the greateſt poſſible perverſion of his "= 
rity, a ſhameful traffick between the Fel. 
low of the College that begins to ſit looſe 


to the Society, and the preſumptive ſuc- 


ceſſor ; an abuſe of which he was not 
aware, the ſimplicity and probity of that 
age perhaps ' affording no example of 
the like. The laws of the Realm have 
ſince endeavoured to remedy all abuſes of 

this kind, but in vain; nor is it perhaps 
in the power of thoſe, who are moſt con- 
cerned to do it, to prevent them in every 


- Inſtance: but it behoves all ſuch to exert 


their utmoſt diligence and reſolution in 
putting an effectual ſtop to fo ſcandalous 
a practice, if they have any regard for the 


honour of their — or aer 1 own 


mock: 
Wykeham endowed his College with | 
lands and eſtates, whoſe revenues, at that 
time, were _ ſufficient for the ſupport 
of it, and amply ſupplied all the uſes and 


purpoſes for which 1 deſigned it: he 4 
7 See Appendix. No XXII. 5 hos 9 

2 See Statute 31. Eliz. chap. 6. | 

| cured 


cured | a? Bulle of the Pope, confirming 
his ſtatutes, and exempting his College 
from all Archi-Epiſcopal and Epiſcopal 
juriſdiction, | except that. of. the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter ;; for by his ſtatutes he had ap- 
pointed his ſucceſſors the Biſhops of Win⸗ 
cheſter to be the ſole Viſitors of it, recom- 
mending it to their protection and patron- 
age. He himſelf, as long as he lived, che- 
riſhed his young Society with all the care 
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7 


and affection of a tender parent. He aſ. 


ſiſted © them with his directions in the ma- 


nagement of all their affairs: he held ſe- 


veral viſitations of his College by his Com- 


miſſaries; ; namely, in the years 1385 
13925 and 1400. And from thence he 
ſupplied himſelf with men of learning and 
abilities, whom he admitted to a more in- 
timate attendance upon him, and by whom 
he tranſacted all his buſineſs : ſuch were 
Nicholas Wykeham, John Elmer, John 


7 In Archivis Regiſtrarii Archidiaconatũs Winton. 
Dated July 19, 1398. 

Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. N, See Appendix, 
N- IX, X, n AE * 

os. Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. 61. 74. 

Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. hujus anni. 

2 Regiſt. Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 18 2. 

| 3 Regilt, ns & Rot, wy Sea Coll. Nov. 
| OY | 4a; 4 
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and Robert Keton, Walter Aude, Simon 
Membury, and others; whom he rewarded 
with ample preferments. 


While the Biſhop was engaged | in _— ” 


ing his College at Oxford, he eſtabliſhed 
in proper form his Society at Wincheſter. 
His * Charter of foundation bears date 
October the 2oth, 1382, by which he no- 
minates Thomas de Cranle Warden, ad- 
mits the Scholars, and gives his College the 
ſame name of Seinte Marie College of 
| cheſtre. The next year after he 
had finiſhed his building at Oxford, he 
began that at Wincheſter, for' which he 


1 had obtained both the Pope's and the 


King's licence long before. A natural af- 
fection and prejudice for the very place 
which he had frequented in his early days, 
ſeems to have had its weight in determin- 
ing the ſituation of it: the ſchool which 
Wykeham went to when he was a boy, 
was where his College now e The 


= Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 85. 


s Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 23 3 ee hs 


the Pope's Bulle of licence is dated June 1, 1378. The 
| King's was obtained, an. Richardi II. Gro. Index Ret. : 


Pat. Biblioth. Cotton. Titus, c. 3. 


6 Ms. Coll. . e 
firſt 
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| firſt 7 ſtone was laid on March the 26th, 
1387, at nine o' clock in the morning : it 
| took up ix years likewiſe in building, and 
the Warden and Society made their ſolemn 
entrance into it, chanting 1 in proceſſion, at 
nine o clock in the morning on March the 

28th, 1393. The ſchool had now ſubſiſted 
near twenty years, having been opened at 
Michaelmaſs 1373. It was compleatiy 
eſtabliſned from the firſt to its full num- 
ber of ſeventy Scholars, and to all other 


intents and purpoſes; and continued all _ 


along to furniſh the Society at Oxford 
with proper ſubjects by election. It was 
at firſt committed to the care of a Maſ- 
ter and Undermaſter only: in the year 
1382, it was placed under the ſuperior 
government of a Warden. This was the 
whole Society that made their formal en- 
trance into it, as above-mentioned. Till 

the College was erected, they were pro- 
vided with lodgings in the pariſh of St. 
John upon tfie Hill. The firſt nomina- 


8 Tractat. in Vet. Regiſt en Wint. & Brev. 
Chron, 


See e Ne X. It ls called the pariſh of 


St. John Baptiſt upon St. Giles's b in Regt. Coll. 
Wint. an. 1453. 


9 Regiſt. Wykeham, Part z U ag. 132. 
tion 
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tion of Fellows was made by. the. 3 
on the 2oth of December, 1394. He no- 
minated five only, tho he had at that 
time determined the number to ten. But 
the Chappel was not yet quite finiſhed; 
nor was it dedicated and conſecrated till 
the middle of the next year : ſoon after 
which we may ſuppoſe that the full num- 
ber of F ellows, and of all other members 
deſigned to bear a more particular rela- 
tion to the ſervice. of it, was .compleated 
by him. The whole Society conſiſts of 
a Warden, ſeventy poor Scholars, to be 
inſtructed in Grammatical learning, ten 
ſecular Prieſts perpetual Fellows, three 
Prieſts Chaplains, three Clerks, and ſixteen 
Choriſters: and for the inſtruction of the 
Scholars, a Schoolnaſter, . an Under- 
maſteror Uher 
I ̃ be ſtatutes which he gave 5 2. Cal- 

lege at Wincheſter, and which are: referred 
to in the Charter of Foundation, are as it 
were the counterpart of thoſe of his Col- 
lege at Oxford: he amended, improved, 
and enlarged the- former by the ſame ſteps 
as he had done the latter; and he gave the 


2 Regiſt Wykeham, — 3. b. fol, 136. 
0 Statut. Coll. Wint. 


A 
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| laſt edition, and received the oaths of 
the ſeveral members 'of the Society to the 
obſervance of them, by his Commiſſaries 
appointed for that purpoſe, September the 


goth, 1400. In this caſe he had no occa- 


ſion to make a particular proviſion in con- 
ſtituting a Viſitor of his College; the ſi- 
tuation of it coincided with his deſign, and 
he left it under the Ordinary Juriſdiction 
of the Dioceſan, the Biſhop of of Wincheſter, 

| Wykeham enjoyed for many years the 
pleaſure, a pleaſure the greateſt to a good 
and generous heart that can be enjoyed, of 
ſeeing the good effects of his own benefi- 
cence, and receiving in them the proper 
reward of his pious labours; of obſerving 
his Colleges growing up under his eye, 
and continually bringing forth thoſe fruits 
of virtue, piety, and learning, which he 
had reaſon to expect from them. They 
continued ſtill to riſe 1 in reputation, and * 
2 M urniſhed 


3 » Regiſt Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 181. 
« Non equidem fefellit opitio ; nam inde, velut ex 


” = Trojano, viri omni tempore virtute excellentes 
« prodeunt.” Polyd. Virgil. Ang Hiſt. lib. xix. 


i Neque Collegium quodvis aliud vel plures, vel ad 
1 * tum ſacra tum civilia progurandy mou id- 
0 
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furniſhed the Church and State with many 
eminent and able men in all profeſſions. 
Not long after his death, one of his on 
Scholars, whom he had himſelf ſeen edu- 
cated in both his Societies, and raiſed un- 
der his inſpection, and probably with his 
_ favour and aſſiſtance in conjunction with 
his own great merits, to a conſiderable de- 
gree of eminence, became an illuſtrious 
_ follower of his great example. This was 
Henry Clockubey; Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury; who e, beſides a Chantry and Hoſ- 
pital, which he built at Higham-Ferrers, 
the place of his birth, founded likewiſe All 
Souls College in Oxford, for the mainte- 
| nance of forty Fellows (beſide Chaplains, 4 
Clerks, and Choriſters) who, according to 
 Wykeham's plan are appointed, twenty- 
four of them to the ſtudy of Theology and 
e and the OI mn 


« oneos, in Eccleſiam aut — emiſiſſe con- 

„ ſtat.” A. Wood. Hiſt. Univ. Oxon. Lib. II. p. 158. 

Venerabilis Vir Magiſter Henricus Chichele, 
I. L D. Canonicus Sarum. Reverendi in Chriſto Patris 

Domini Richardi Dei gratia Epiſc. Sarum. in remo- 

s tis agentis Vicarius in Spiritualibus Generalis. June 9» 

«fr 1398.” —Regiſt. Wykeham, part 1. fol. 286. 

A. Wood. Hiſt. Univ. Oxon. lib. 2. p. 7% . 
Tanuer. Notit. Monaſt. c 
| that 


% 2% © © 22 = 
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that of the Canon and Civil Laws. He 
cave a handſome teſtimony of his affection, 
eſteem, and gratitude towards the College 
in which he had received his - Academical 
education, by a conſiderable preſent, (1231. 


Fellows on proper occaſions,) and by ap- 
pointing Dr. Richard Andrews, one of that 
Society, and with whom he had contracted 
a perſonal acquaintance there, to be the 
fiſt Governor of his own College. 
Shortly after this, Henry the Sixth foun- 
ded his two Colleges of Eton and Cam- 
bridge, intirely upon Wykeham's plan, 
whoſe ſtatutes he has tranſcribed without 
any material alteration. - While the King 
was employed in this pious work, he fre- 
quently honoured Wincheſter College with 
his preſence; not only to teſtify the favour 
and regard which he bore to that Society, 
but that he might alſo more nearly inſpect 
and perſonally examine the laws, the ſpi- 
rt, the ſucceſs, and good effects of an in- 
ſtitution which he pr opoſed to himſelf for 
a model. From hence it appears, that his 
mitation of Wykeham's Plan was not owW- 


2B See Appendix, Ne XIII. 
O02. = 


6s. and 8 d. to be a fund for loans to the 


i due to ſo illuſtrious a gueſt, and as con- 


he uſe of the Chappel: at others he gave 
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ing to a caſual thought of his own, or 4 
partial recommendation from another, or 
an approbation founded only on common 
report or popular opinion; but was the 
reſult of deliberate inquiry, of knowledge 
and experience. He eame to Wincheſter 
College five ſeveral times with this deſign, 
and was afterward frequently there, during 
his reſidence for above a month at Win- 
cheſter, when the Parliament was held 
there in the year 1449. He was always 
received with all the honours and reſpect 


ſtantly teſtified his ſatisfaction by ſome me- 
morial of his good-will and affection to- 
wards the Society. At one time he made 
them a preſent of one hundred nobles to 
adorn the high altar, with * which was pur- 
chaſed a pair of large baſons of filver gilt: 
at another he gave his beſt robe, ſave one, 
conſiſting of cloth of tiſſue of gold and fur 
bf fables, which ® was likewiſe applied to 


a chalice of gold, two phials of gold, and 
a tabernacle of gold, adorned * with pre- 
cious ſtones, and with the images aka the 


* Vet. Regiſt, Coll. Win. 
3 did. : Ibid, 


. 5 5 Hoh 
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Holy Trinity, and the Bleſſed Virgin, of 
Criſtal He moreover confirmed and 
znlarged the liberties and privileges which 
his Royal Predeceſors had ee to that 
Society. - 

William * of Waynflete was Sativolmattes 
of Wincheſter College, at the time when 
the King made his firſt viſit, and had been. 
ſo about eleven-years: he had filled that 


important poſt with ſuch ability, and had 
executed his office with ſuch diligence, judge- 5 


ment, and ſueceſs, that the King, to give 
his new ſeminary. the greateſt advantage it 


could poſſibly have, that of an excellent 
. and approved ſry, removed him next 
year to the ſame employment at Eton. 
He ſoon afterward made him Provoſt of 


Eton College, and then by his recommen- 


dation Biſhop-of Wincheſter. Waynflete 5 


continued many years in this ſtation, and 
was thence enabled to become another 5 

nerous imitator of his great predeceſſor 
Wykeham, in his noble and ample foun- 


dation of wegen Cs, in Ge. 


2 Regiſt. Coll Wiat. 


3 Budden, in Vita Waynfleti.| | Parker, ad an. 1447. 


A. Wood. -Hiſt. Univ. Oxon. Ib. 2. P. 187, Ke. 


: Tanner, Notit, Monaſt. p. 441. 


0 3 | He 


N 5 by statut. coll. Magd. Oxon. is 
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He alſo paid New College, out of his eſteem | 
for it, and reſpect to its Founder, (for he 
had never been himſelf of that Society) the 
compliment of chooſing from thence Dr. 
Richard Mayew to be Preſident of his Col- 
| lege; and * of permitting his Fellows to 
have an equal regard to the members of 
the ſame Society with thoſe of their own, 
in the choice of their Preſidente for the fu- 
TIE; 
Having . the dani hanour 
done to Wincheſter College by the repeated 
viſits of a Royal Gueſt, I cannot wholly 
paſs over ſome diſtinctions of the fame 
kind, as they happen to be recorded, 
which Wykeham's other College received, 
in his lifetime, and which were intended 
as teſtimonies of reſpect to its Founder, as 
well as of favour to the Society. About 
the latter end of the year 1388, a 
great Council was held at Oxford, at 
which the principal of the aaa of n. 


Rot. comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1388-9. Eti in 
© Expens, fact. in Aula Cuſtodis tempore Conſilii Re- 
* gis & aliorum Dominorum regniper Magiſtrum Nicho- 
älaum de Wykeham pro tunc cuſtod. pro diverſis Do- 
By minis & corum * VI. L. XIII. * 5 Th 
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The New College, as it was called, was 


at this time an object of curioſity; it was 


but lately finiſned, and was by much the 


moſt conſiderable in its appearance of any 
then extant: ſo that tis no wonder if the 


great perſonages there aſſembled expreſſed 
an inclination to ſee it. Nicholas Wyke- 
ham the Warden, either in compliance 
with the Founder's general directions, or 
more probably in obedience to his expreſs 
orders on this occaſion, took this oppor- 
tunity of ſending them an invitation to 


his College, which was accepted; and he 


had the honour of entertaining the nobi- 


lity with their attendants at his lodgings. 


But the * moſt memorable compliment of 


this kind was paid to that. Saciety about 


four years afterward by the Duke of Lan- 
caſter. He made a viſit. to the College, 


accompanied by four Knights, and a large 
train of attendants ; and was entertained 
there, according ? to the conſtant uſage of 
| that time, with com fits, * and wine. 


5 Rot. Comp. Call. Nov. an. 1392-3- « Et in 
e expenſ. fact. pro Domino Duce Lancaſtr. cum IV. 
E Militibus & aliis multis de familia ſua venient. ad Col- 


* legium 1 3* die Feb. videlicet in 2 lib. de confect. & 


* 2 lib. draget. & 6 lagen. vini. VI. S. X. d.“ 
Froiſſart. paſſim. 


O * men- 


2 3 


„ 
I mention this the rather, as it is a proof, 
that the Biſhop of Wincheſter was at this 
time upon very good terms with the Duke, 


2 as indeed he had been ever ſince, as well 


as before, the great diſagreement that hap- 
pened between them - the end of Edward 
the Third's time. find them very 
ſoon after this great aaa joining toge- 
ther in a common ſuit, in behalf of the 
Dean and Chancellor of St. Paul's London, 


and the Biſhop of London's Vicar General, 


to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who had 
Publiſhed a ſevere ſentence of deprivation 
_ againſt them for reſiſting his authority. 
Nor does there remain any indication, or 
any the leaſt traces of ill- will ſubſiſting be 
tween them ever after. Their enmity was 
occaſional and political only, not perſonal; 
and when the cauſe of it ceaſed, : like true 
courtiers, they dropped their reſentment, 
and became good friends: I mean, as good 
friends as courtiers uſually are, and very 
ready to pay one another, upon all com- 
mon occaſions, the mutual offices of civi- 
lity, attention, and reſpe fo! 
To proceed to ſome further memorials 
of Wykeham, in his Epiſcopal capacity: 


N parker. * * ad an, 1 _ 
The 


1 


! 
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The Archbiſhops of Canterbury and 
Abbots. of St. Auſtin's in the ſame city in- 
terfered very much with one another in 
their ſituation and privileges; and it was 
not to be expected, that two ſuch great 


perſonages, in ſuch circumſtances, ſnould 


ever be good neighbours. The conſtant 
jealouſy that aroſe from hence, was in ef- 
fect the cauſe of frequent diſputes between 
them: the Archbiſhops watched every op- 
portunity of eftabliſhing a diſputed power; 
and the Abbots were always upon their 
guard againſt all attempts from that quar- 


ter. In * the year 1380, Sudbury Arch- 


| biſhop of Canterbury had a mind to aſſert 
his authority over the Abby, as Legate by 
office of the Holy See, tho it was exempt 
from his Archiepiſcopal juriſdigtion : he 
pretended to make a viſit of devotion to te 
bodies of the ſaints buried there, and was 
coming thither robed in his Pontificals, and 

with the Croſs carried before him. Mi- 
chael Peckham the Abbot, alledging, in 
defence of the privilege and exemption of 
his Abby, that he had no right to come 
thither in ſuch form and without permiſ- 


„W. Thorn, Chronica apud X Scriptores,col. 2153 
| | hon, 
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fion, ſhut the gates againſt him, and placed 
a guard of armed men there to reſiſt him, 
if he ſhould attempt to enter by force. Here 
was matter enough for a long and violent 
contention : the Archbiſhop made his com- 


plaint to the Pope of the injury and af. 


front offered him, and the Abbot on the 
other hand pleaded the rights and immu- 


nities of his Abby. The Pope referred the 


whole matter to Wykeham, and by his 
Bulle gave him full powers to judge in the 
cauſe, to cite all perſons, however privi- 
leged and exempted, and to give ſentence 
in it, which was to be final and without ap- 
peal. Wykeham ſeems to have been very 
properly choſen upon this occaſion, as one 
to whom neither party was like to have an 
exception, as judge or mediator. in the diſ- 
pute: the Archbiſhop. could: have no diſ- 
truſt of one of his brethren; and no Bi- 
ſhop would probably have been more agree- 
able to the Abbot than the perſon from 
* whoſe hands, by the Pope's: permiſſion, 
and at his own: requeſt, he had received 
the ſolemn benediction on his promotion 
to that great dignity. - But he had too 


„ Regiſtr, 2888 part I. fol. 65. W. Thorn. 
hid. col. 21 51. ! 
much 
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much experience and caution to be over- 
haſty in proceeding in ſo delicate an affair, 
in which the moſt prudent and upright 
arbitrator could only expect to reap offence 
and ill-will from one or other, or perhaps 
both the parties. However, the miſerable 
fate of the poor Archbiſhop, who about 
the middle of the next year was murdered 
by the rebels on Towerhill, prevented all 
difficulties of this kind, and put an end to 
the whole diſpute for the preſent. My 
author, an honeſt Monk, at that very time 
one of the fraternity of St. Auſtin's, and 
no doubt a vehement ſtickler for the pri- 
vileges of his houſe, ſeems to think his Ab- 
bot was endowed with the gift of prophe- 
cy, in his anſwer to ſome threatenings of 
the Archbiſhop; and piouſly ſuppoſes, that 
the Prelate's unhappy end was a judgement 
from heaven, inflicted on him by the ſaints 
and patrons of the Monaſtery, exerting 
themſelves in defence of God's ſervants. 
In the year 1382 the Biſhops and Cler- 


gy began to be greatly alarmed at the pro- 


_ greſs which Wickliffs principles and doc- 


trines were daily making, and eſpecially & 


2A. Wood. Hiſt, Univ. Oxon. 1 I. P. 190. ; 1% 
Val. 1. P. 407. | 


in 
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in the Un iverſity of Oxford. Several Pro- 
feſſors and Doctors of the firſt diſtinction 
for learning there, began to defend and 
maintain them in the ſchools, and to preach 
them publickly; and in fo doing were open- 
ly encouraged and ſupported by the coun- 
tenance of the magiſtrates of the Univer- 
ſity, and particularly by the authority of 
1 Chancellor Dr. Robert Rygge 
Courtney * Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
, thought' 1t high time to inquire into this 
matter, and to take proper meaſures for 
putting a ſtop to this growing ſe& : for 
this purpoſe, and to give all poſſible weight 


and ſolemnity to his proceedings, he ſum- 


moned to his aſſiſtance ſome of his brethren 
the Biſhops, and ſeveral other Doctors in 
Divinity and Laws; all of them perſons the 
moſt eminent for-their ſkill and learning, 
and ſoundneſs in religion. They met at 
the Black Friars London, and having ex- 


amined the concluſions reported to have 


been maintained by theſe Preachers, un- 
animouſly condemned them, ſome as he- 
retical, others as erroneous. This deter- 
mination the * ſent down - 


"3-8 Wilkins Concil, Mag. Brit, vol 3. p. 157, bee. . 
. | Palin, 
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Oxford, ordering at the ſame time the 
Chancellor to aſſiſt at the publiſhing, by 
the Bedel of the Faculty of Divinity, this 
| ſolemn condemnation of Wickliff's tenets. 
The Chancellor not only refuſed to obey 
the Archbiſhop's mandate, on pretence that 
it was an infringement of the privileges 
of the Univerſity, but threatned to oppoſe - 

by force any one that ſhould attempt to 
publiſh the articles of condemnation. Ac- 
_ cordingly he got a conſiderable mumber of 
the party, armed, as it was faid, under 
their gowns, to attend him; and by this 
means fo intimidated the Archbi ſhop' O 

agents, that no one dared to move in it. 
Dr. Philip Repyngdon, at this time the 
moſt ſtrenuous and the moſt able defender 
of Wickliff's cauſe, tho ſoon afterwards 
he recanted, and being made Biſhop of 
Lincoln, became the moſt vehement op? 
poſer and perſecutor of it, had given out 
beforehand that he would maintain Wick - 


liff's doctrines in his ſermon at St. Frideſ. 


wyd's. on the feaſt of Corpus Chriſti; and 
he did not fail to anſwer the expectation he 
had raiſed. The Chancellor, who had ap- 
pointed him to preach, was preſent, and 
8 7 ſurrounded by a guard of his party, 
pro- 
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protected him from all interruption and 
inſult, and afterwards openly received him 
with marks of approbation, and returned 
| him thanks. The Archbiſhop, upon re- 
port made to him of theſe particulars, cited 
the Chancellor to appear before him. The 
Chancellor obeyed, and came before the 
Archbiſhop, and his Synod of Biſhops and 
Doctors, once more ſolemnly convened at 
the Black Friars — 

The Biſhop of 3 aſſiſted at 
each of theſe Aſſemblies, and was, after 


the Archbiſhop, the principal perſon there. 
What ſhare he took in the management of 


this affair, or with what ſpirit he acted in 
at, does not at all appear from any authen- 
tick evidence, except in this one circum- 
ſtance: that when the Chancellor made 
his ſubmiſſion to the Archbiſhop, and beg- 
ged pardon for his offence, the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter ſtrenyouſly interceded for hi him, 
and with much difficulty procured his 
peace; upon which the Archbiſhop was ſa- 
tisfied with reprimanding him for what 
was paſt, and giving him a ſevere admo- 
nition with regard to his behaviour for 


* 


8 A. Wood & Fox, ibid. | 
1 the 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 207 
the future. It ſhould \ſeem from hence, 
that Wykeham was inclined to mild and 
gentle methods of proceeding in this im- 
portant and delicate buſineſs: however, 
the Biſnops in general were not in the ſame 
way of thinking; contrary meaſures were 
purſued ; the Wickliffiſts were perſecuted 
and diſperſed; the ſeeds of the Reformation 
were ſown more widely, and the harveſt, 
by being _— became the more plenti- 
ful. 
A great 8 8 this year 
between the Priory of St. Frideſwyd and 
the Univerſity of Oxford, on occaſion of 
the latter's encroaching upon certain rights 
and privileges of the former. The King, 
upon frequent complaints made to him by 
the Priory, interpoſed more than once with 
his authority, by writs directed to the 
Univerſity, forbidding all ſuch encroach- 
ments, but without effect. Upon which he 
gave a commiſſion to the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter and ſix others, to inquire into the 
merits of the cauſe, and to determine it 
finally. The Commiſſioners gave judge- 


1 A. Wood. Hiſt. Univ. Oxon. lib. 1. p. 189. | 
* MS. Rym, R. 2. Vol. 2. Ne 64. dated Nov. 18. 
9 4 
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ment in favour of the Priory, and the Vai- 
verſity ſubmitted to their deciſion. 
The Biſhop ? of Wincheſter was likewiſe 
one of four Commiſſioners. appointed by 
the King to judge in a diſpute that had 
ariſen among the Fellows of Oriel College, 
on occaſion of the election of a Provoſt 


nn the year 1385, which was happily com- 


poſed by their interpoſition. | 
Wykeham had no ſooner finiſhed his 

College at Wincheſter, than he was look. 
ing out for ſome new ſubjeft upon which 
de might employ his munificence: and he 

immediately entered upon the deſign of 
repairing, and in great part rebuilding, 
his Cathedral Church in the ſame: city, 
which was much decayed. The * whole 
fabrick then ſtanding was erected by Biſhop 
Walkelin, who began it in the year 1079. 

It was of the ? Saxon architecture. not great- 
. ty differing from the Roman; with round 


7 A. Wood. Hiſt. Univ, Oxon, Lib. 1. p. 194. 
Tho. Rudborne apud Wharton. Ang. Sacr. Vol. 1. 
294, 295. Vid. etiam p. 256, 285. W. Malmeſ- 


5 * Sir Chriſtopher Wren's Hiſtorical account of Weſt - 
»minſter Abby, in a Letter to Biſhop Atterbury. See 


— 3 or Wia Hiſt. of ere e 
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pillars much ſtronger than Doric or Tuſ- 
can, or ſquare piers, adorned. with ſmall ' 
pillars; round-headed arches and windows; | 
and plain walls on the outſide without 
buttreſſes: as appears by the croſs-iſle and 
tower which remain of it to this day. The 
nave of the Church bad been for ſome time 
in a bad condition: Biſhop Edyngdon 

undertook to repair it in the latter part of 
his time, and by his will ordered 115 exe 
cutors to finiſh what he had begun. And 
whether in purſuance of his deſign. and 
by his ae or otherwiſe, it appears, 
that ir the year 1371, ſome work of this 
kind was carrying on at a great expence. 
However, Wykeham, | upon due confidera- 
tion and ſurvey, found it either ſo decayed 
and infirm, or elſe ſo mean in its appear- 
ance, and ſo much below the dignity of 
one of the firſt Epiſcopal ſees in the king- 
dom, that he determined to take down 
the whole from the Tower weſtward, and 
to rebuild it both in a ſtronger and more 
magnificent manner. wy This err work he 


* r 


*; — 
* wh 


_ Wham Aa . vol. 1 5.317. Ei: 
_ * Regiſt, Wykeham. part 3.a. fol. 7. 


lands, as he (hall think moſt convenient 
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wok in the year 1394, a 8 
upon it the beginning of the next year, 
j upon the following? conditions ftipulated 
between him, and the Prior and Convent, 
who acquit the Biſhop of all obligation to 
it, and acknowledge it as proceeding from 
nis mere liberality, and zeal for the ho- 
nour of God: they agree to find the whole 
ſcaffolding neceſſary for the work; they give 
the Biſhop free leave to dig and to carry 
away chalk and ſand from any of their 


and uſeful for the ſame purpoſe; and they 
allow the whole materials of the old buil- 
Ing to de applied to the uſe of the new. 
Ile employed William Winford as Archi- 

te: Simon Membury was appointed ſur- 
veyor of the work on the Biſhop's part, 
and John Wayte, one of the Monks, Con- 
troller on the part of the Convent. As the 
Church of Wincheſter is ſituated in low 
ground, which without great precaution - 
er expence, affords no very ſure founda- 


| YG Novam 6 [Ecdlefiz Wyn ton] incepit die 

* Mercurii prox. poſt feſtum omnium Sanctorum anno 

regni Regis Richardi H. x v1. = AAR | 
= 2 ti Patris xxy iii.“ MS. Col. W 

Leger - book of Wincheſter char“ N* 1. fol. 18. 
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tion for ſo weighty a ſtructure, Wykeham 


thought it ſafeſt to confine himſelf to the 
plan of the former building, and to make uſe 


of a foundation already tried, and ſubject 
to no hazard. He even choſe to apply to 


his purpoſe ſome part of the lower order 
of pillars of the old Church, though his 


deſign was in a different Style of Archi- 
tecture; that which we commonly call 


Gothic, with pointed arches and windows, 
without key- ſtones, and pillars conſiſting 


of an aſſemblage of many ſmall ones cloſe- 
ly connected together; * 5 which is more 
properly Saracen, for ſuch was its origin: 
the Cruſades gave us an idea of this form 

of architecture, which afterwards prevailed 


throughout Europe. The pillars. or piers 


of the old building, which he made uſe 
of, were about ſixteen feet in height; of 
the ſame form with thoſe in the eaſt ſide 


of the northern Croſs-ifle : theſe. he carried 
up higher, according to the new. deſign, 


altering their form, but retaining their 


— and adopting them as a firm ba- 


lis for his own work. The new pillars are 


nearly _ in bulk to the old ones; and 


5 Sir Chridopher Wren, ibid. | 88 
| . 1 
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the intercolumnation remains much *the 
«ſame. Theſe circumſtances, in which ſta- 
bility and ſecurity were very wiſely in the 
firſt place conſulted, have been attended 


however with ſome inconvenience, as it 


ſeems owing to them, that this building 


has not that lightneſs and freedom, and 


that elegance of proportion, which might 


have been expected from Wykeham's known 


taſte in architecture, and from the ſtyle 
and manner of his other works in this 


kind; of which we have evident examples 


in the Chappels of both his Colleges, eſpe- 


cially in the weſtern part of that of New 
College in Oxford, which is remarkably 


beautiful. To the further diſadvantage of 
its preſent appearance, an alteration which 
could not then be foreſeen has ſince hap- 


pened. At that time the buildings of the 
Monaſtery covered the whole ſouth fide of 


| the Church, ſo that it ſeemed needleſs to 


be at a great expence upon ornaments | 


in that part which was like to be for ever 
| concealed. By the demolition of the Mo- 


naſtery this ſide is now laid open, and dif- 


covers a defect of butreſſes and pinnacles, 
with which the north ſide, which was then | 
the only one in view, is properly furniſhed. 


= %* _—_- homer 
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Another alteration of the ſame kind has 
been made in the infide, and with the like 
effect: immediately before the entrance of 
the Choir ſtood the Veſtry, which extend- 
ing from ſide to ſide of the Nave, pre- 
vented the intire conformation of thoſe 
pillars againſt which it reſted to the 
new deſign, but at the ſame time con- 
cealed the irregularity: in the time of 
Charles the Firſt this was pulled down, 
and the preſent beautiful ſkreen, the work 
of Inigo Jones, was erected ; but no care 
was taken, by an eaſy and obvious altera- - 
tion, to correct a deformity, which was 


then uncovered, and ſtill continues to dif- 


grace the building, in a part which, of all 
others, is the moſt frequently expoſed to 
obſervation. However, with alli its defects, 
which appear thus to be owing partly to 
an accidental and unforeſeen change of 
cxcumſtances, partly to the care of avoid- 
ing greater inconveniencies, there is no 
fabrick of its kind in England, after thoſe 
of York and Lincoln, which excells this 
partof the Cathedral Church of Wincheſter, 
n greatneſs, ſtatelineſs, and majeſty. This 
eat pile took up about ten years in erec- 
e Aung 


— 
— 


— 
. 
r 


= « \ DT _—O IT — 2 wY — 5 = i r 3 RT = 
>, 2x * VS __" 2 po - þ OE "Eb TY =O a - : EE : 5 = 1 _— X Fn, - R \ — „ „ re a mY 
- = WM * * * 1 8 ade = " . 11 MW 5 8 —— _ - 4 \ l 
A — — - 2 - s 
; — — $I — — — I 0 = —_— 7 * 5 
2 — — - ” — — <> + | 2 — — p pag 5 — — — — — — - " CO — —— — 
= * 8 1 © ** — 8 8 4 —— — — — — — —U— — — _ a — — — 8 2 * e * 
— f —̃cꝓ—— — — — ä — — — — Hh 2 — = 8 4 0 - _— — =_ — — -: pa " —_ - — I" = 


- 
4 
— —— —v— — — E ˙¹»- ⁵5¾1. ˙ äʃ—⅛UÄ ⁵ eo 
* 
a . 


24 THE ETV E O F, &e. 
ting, and was but juſt finiſhed when the 
Biſhop died. He had provided in his will 


for the intire completion of his: deſign by 
his executors in. caſe of his death; and 


| allotted: 2500. marks for what then re- 


mained to be done, beſides 500 marks for 


the glaſs windows: this was about a year 


and half before it was finiſhed ; by which 
ſome. fort of eſtimate may be made of * 
whole a 


4 Quad font opus cimatu Trac: 
tat. in Vet. Regiſt, Coll. Wint. See alſo Appendix, 
Ne XVI. But the article of agreement between the 
Biſhop and the Convent, dated Auguſt 16, 1404, ſups 
poſes it at. that time not quite finiſhed. Leger bool Ch. 


of Wincheſter, No I. fol. 18. 


7 See Appendix, Ne XVII, 


or 1 
i | William of fWykeham, ; 
1 . 
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Cuil affairs during the latter part of the 
Reign of Richard the Second. 2M 


7 E have ſeen the part which the Bi- 
V ſhopof Wincheſter had hitherto acted 
under Richard II.: not wholly retiring from 

civil affairs, nor forward to engage in 
them; ready to give his aſſiſtance in the 
public ſervice, whenever it was demanded; 

prompted to it by duty to his country, not 
incited by any private intereſts, or 
ambitious views of his own, He main- 

= = 6 tained 
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tained the ſame conduct, and the fame 


reſerve, throughout this whole reign; but 
could not avoid being borne away by the 


tide of public buſineſs further than his own 


inclination or judgement would have car- 
ried him in times of ſo great danger and 
difficulty, Two parties began now to di- 
vide the nation; and, as it uſually hap- 
pens, the LA of moderation were little 
obſerved on either fide. The King was 
wholly poſſeſſed by a {et of favourites and 


flatterers, intent upon their own views of 
avarice and ambition, and totally regard- 


leſs of their maſter's honour or the good 
of the public. The chief of thefe were, 


Robert de Vere Earl of Oxford, created 


by him Marqueſs of Dublin and Duke of 
Ireland ; a young man of no abilities, nor 


any other merit than that of a grace- 
ful perſon, and an unlimited compli- 
ance with the King's humour. Michael 
de la Pole, made earl of Suffolk and Chan- 
cellor; a man of excellent parts and fine 
natural endowments, but who had not ei- 
ther by nobility of birth or dignity of cha- 
rafter ſufficient credit and authority for 
the ſtation to which he was raiſed, nor 
any other principle than that of uſing all 


means 
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means whatever of eſtabliſhing his fortune 
by cultivating the King' s favour and par- 
tiality towards him. Alexander Nevil 
Archbiſhop of York and Sir Simon Bur- 
ley; both men of credit and capacity, and 
the latter a ſervant of the late Prince of 
Wales, and placed by him near his ſon's 
perſon ; but neither of them had the cou- 
rage or honeſty to make uſe of his influ- 
ence and authority, which was very great 
with the young King, in giving him pro- 
per advice, and checking him in his ex- 
ceſſes. The King himſelf was of that 
eaſy and complying temper, which laid 
him open to the practices of inſinuation 
and flattery, and rendered him wholly ſub- 
ſervient to the will of thoſe who had gained 
his affections. As he had no great inclina- 
tion, ſo neither was he encouraged or ſuf- 
fered by his favourites to apply himſelf to 
public affairs: he purſued nothing but his 
pleaſures; he loved feaſting and jollity, the 
company of the ſprightlieſt young men 
and the gayeſt ladies of his court; he was 
immoderately fond of pomp and ſnew, a 
multitude of attendants, and extravagance 
Mt: every fort in his way of living. His 


Cour t 


Clerk of the grenecloth, chat to the 


That n the houſe, ap as then 
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Court was the moſt ſplendid and mag- 


nificent of all of that time ; and the ſtand- 


ing expence of his houſhold far exceeded 
what it had ever been in any preceding 
reign. It is faid s that the retainers to 


. Froiſfart. | | | 

” John Hardyng, ds may be reclioned; a cotempo- 8 
rary writer (for he ſays, that he himſelf ſaw the earth- 
quake in the year 1382,) gives the following account 
of Richard the Second's court, upon. the information 
of one that was an officer in it. 


Truelp J heard Hobert Trelefle lay 


ouſhold 


= Came every day, for moſt part alway, 


Ten thouſand folke, by his meſſes told, 


Aud in Oe kechin thre hundreth ſervt 
tours, 
And in cche office many occupiers, 


And Ladies faire with their ee 


men, 

Chambeꝛers alſo and launderers, 8 

* hundreth of them were occ upied 
hen: 


* was great pzide among the offi 


ker, 
And al all men farpaſing their com- 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 219 
| the court, ſuch as daily reſorted thither; 
and had tables provided for them there, 
amounted to ten thouſand RTE There 


Of rich aray; and much more coltions 
Then was vefore, e aud more 
| precious, | 


Nomen and — in cloth of ſilk. 

araned, | 
Sattypn and damaske, in doublettes 
and goune 


In cloth of ren and ſrarlet for un- 


payed; 
Cur wezke was great, bothe in tourt 
Bathe in mens hoddes, and allo in their 
gounes; 
Broudur and. furres, and goldſmith 
werke an newe, 
* mann a wple, Ou day that did 

renewe. 


„45646 


: Great tare an the King toke through 
SE” al the land, 

Tor whiche the Commons him hated 
both fre and bond, | 


 Hardyng's — chap. 193: ra £ Edition, 
225 | 


were 
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were three hundred ſervants in the kitchen 5 


and every other office was furniſhed in the 
like proportion. The courtiers ſtudied to 


pleaſe the King's taſte, and gave into an ex- 
penſiveneſs of equipage and dreſs that ex- 
ceeded all hounds: the example had an uni- 


verſal influence, and vanity and profuſe- 


neſs ſoon became the prevailing humour of 
the nation. Though the people were 
pleaſed at firſt with the ſplendid appearance 
of the court, and were ready enough to run 
into the ſame ſpirit of extravagance ; yet. 
as ſoon as they felt the neceſſary conſe- 
quence of it upon themſelves, in a new bur- 


then of taxes, continually increaſing, and 


rendered ſtill more burthenſome as they 


themſelves grew leſs frugal, they began to 
murmur againſt the King, to withdraw 


their affection from him by degrees, and 
at laſt to hate him. No vice whatever 


can be inſignificant, and of little import- 


ance, in Princes : even their levities and 
indiſcretions have often the moſt perni- 
cious effects with regard to their ſubjects, 
and are of the moſt fatal conſequence, to 
themſelves. | 

The party that oppoſed the court was 


headed by the Duke of Gloceſter, the young- 
5 eſt 
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| eſt of the King's uncles. He was a man 

of - conſiderable abilities, and great ſpirit 

and reſolution ; active, bold, and vehe- 
ment; eaſily fired, and incapable of diſ- 
ſembling his opinions or his reſentments. 
He ſeems to have had the honour of the 
nation and the public good ſincerely at 
heart, but failed of attaining his ends by 
purſuing them with too much violence: 
by the impetuoſity of his temper he drove 
the King to extremities, when more gentle 
methods might have ſucceeded better, both 
for himſelf and his country. His bro-— 
thers the Dukes of Lancaſter and Vork 
may properly be accounted of the ſame 
party: but the former was often abſent in 


paurſuit of his own foreign intereſts, and 


it was always in the King's power to gain 
him by a proper bait thrown out to his 
| ambition: the latter was of an indolent 


diſpo- 


„That Edmond highe of Langlep, of 
good chere, 
Glad and mern, of his own an he lived 


Without wrong, as . have 


W. | 1 „„ 
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3 a lover of pleaſure, and averſe 
to buſineſs; eaſily prevailed upon to lie ſtill 
and conſult his own quiet, and never act- 


- ing with ſpirit upon any occafion. . The 


King was always jealous of his uncles ; dur- 
ing his minority, of the Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter chiefly, ; afterward of the. Duke of Glo- 


When al the Lordes co councel and 
parliament. - 


Wenk, he would to bunt and allo to 


haukyng, 
Al gentle diſporte, as to a lozde appent, 


Pe uled ay, and to the poore ſupportung, 


Where ever he was in anp place bidyng, 
Without ſuppriſe, or ann extorcion 


The Kung then made the duke of 
orke by name 


| Maplter of the newe houſe, and his 


haukes fapre, 
Of his venerp, and mayſter of his game, 


n what countre | ſoever he did repepre; 
Dhiche was to him, withont any dil- 
pepre 


Wel more comfort and great gladnelle 


Then bene a lorde of worldly: great 
| 2 | 
ID Hardyng's Chronicle, chap 189. 


ceſter: 
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ceſter: and the nation at firſt ſeems to 
have been f in the ſame diſpoſition towards 
tnem; for the Parliament never truſted 
them with the King's education, nor with 
the care of his perſon, and ſcarcely with 
any ſhare in the public. ke AO AE, ſo 
far as ſeemed properly due to their great 


quality, ſtation, and influence; and it 5 


manifeſtly. the intereſt of the favourites to 
concur with both in excluding them intire- 
ly. The other leaders of the popular party 
were, Henry of Bolingbroke Earl of Derby, 
the Dake 4 Lancaſter s ſon, the Earl of 
Arundel, with his brother the Biſhop. of 
Ely, the Earls of Nottingham and War- 
wick; the principal noblemen of the king- 
dom for their Power , meds and ir 
ties. 115 
Ag King 8 extravagance, and the — 
| neſsof his courtiers, kept him always needy | 
and dependent. The murmurs. of the 
people, and the complaints i in Parliament 
of miſmanagement of the revenue, and of 
the expence of the King's houſhold, had 
never ceaſed from almoſt, the beginning.of 
his reign; and fo far were they from being 
effectually redreſſed, that the grounds and 
cauſes of them were continually increaſing, 
A con. 


7 
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A conjuncture now offered that gave the 


Parliament an opportunity of exerting it= 
ſelf with more advantage, and calling the 


miniſters and favourites to a ſevere ac 


count. In * the ſummer of the year 1386 4 


the French had made vaſt Preparations for 
an invaſion of England ; a great army was 


immediately raifed for the defence of the | 
kingdom, and a Parliament was called in 


the beginning of October, to ſupport — MW 
neceſſary expences on this occaſion. The 


Earl of Suffolk, Chancellor, opened the Par- 


liament by demanding a very large ſupply: 
the Parliament made no anſwer to this de- 


mand, but addreſſed the King to remove 
the Chancellor and Treaſurer from their 
offices. The King received this addreſs 
with great indignation, and returned a 
moſt haughty anſwer to it; and to ſhew 


how little inclined he was to countenance 
the deſigns formed againſt his miniſters, or 
to concur with the. Parliament in their pro- 
ceedings, he withdrew- to his palace at 


"Eltham. After ſeveral meſſages had paſſed 


between them to no purpoſe, the Parlia- 


AA at laſt ſent to him his uncle the Duke 


4 Koyghton inter xX ſcriptores. T. . Wallingham. 
of 


W 


WILLIAM OFWVY KEH AM. 225 
of Gloceſter and Arundel Biſhop of Ely, 
who ſo openly declared to him the refolu- 
tion of the Parliament, and the ill conſe- 
quences which his proceedings might have 
with regard to himſelf, that he thought 
proper to return to Weſtminſter, and to 
comply with all their deſires. The Chan- 
cellor, the Treaſurer, and the Keeper of 
the Privy Seal were removed from their 
offices; and by petition of the Lords 
and Commons, Arundel Biſnop of Ely, 
john Gilbert Biſhop of Hereford, and 
John de Waltham, were put in their 
places. The Chancellor was impeached 
by the Commons; the grants which he 
had obtained of the King were reverſed; 
and he was adjudged to be impriſoncd and 

ranſomed at the King's pleaſure.” 


The Parliament having a thus 


much, and being now delivered from the 
apprehenſions of the French invaſion, 
which had miſcarried, were reſolved to 
proceed to a thorough reformation of all 
the abuſes ſo long complained of in vain. 

- They © repreſent to the King that the w_ 


$ Rot. Parl. 10. R. 2. | 
Rot. Parl. 10. R. 2. Knyghton Col. 2686. Regiſt. 
Wykeham, * 3. b. tot: 83. | 
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fits and revenues of the kingdom, by the 
inſufficient counſel and ill-management of 
his officers and others about his perſon, 
have been fo conſumed, alienated, and | 
miſapplied, that neither his ſtate and houſ- 
hold can be honourably ſupported; nor 


the wars for the defence of the kingdom 


maintained, without intolerable —.— 
of the people: they therefore petition, that 
certain Lords and others, whom they name, 
may be of his great council, together with 


the three great officers, with powers to 


view and examine the ſtate of the realm, 
to remedy all abuſes, and to redreſs all 
grievances. The King, in compliance with 
this requeſt, iſſues a commiſſion under his 
Great Seal, conſtituting the Archbiſhops of 
Canterbury and York, the Dukes of York | 
and Gloceſter, the Biſhops of Wincheſter 

and Exeter, the Abbot of. Waltham, the 
Earl of Arundel, the Lords Cobham, le 
Scrope, and Devereux, to be of his. great 
and continual Council for one year, in 
aid of the good government of the king- 
dom, for the due execution of the laws, 


and the relief of the ſtate of the. King and {| 


his people. They are inveſted with full 


powers to ſur vey and examine the (ate 
. „ 


. wo, TW 
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and government of his whole kingdom, 
his courts and houſhold; and the behavi- 


our of all his officers of what degree ſoever; _ 
| to inquire into the ſtate of his revenues 
of all ſorts, to examine into all kinds of 


grants and alienations, of fees and rewards, 


in his graridfather's time as well as his 


own; to enter his courts, to cite perſons, 


and order records to be prodaced, to hear 
complaitits, and to take informations, as 
to all theſe and the like matters; and to 


correct, amend, fully execute,” and finally 


determine every thing as itſhall ſeem beſt to 


them, and for the profit and honour of the 


King, and the good of his people. Theſe 
ample powers are granted to any fix of 
together with the three great offi- 


them, 
cers of ſtate ;- and their reſolufions are to 


be determined by a majority. The com- 
miſſion is confirmed by ſtatute; and it is 
enacted, that if any one ſhall diſturb the 
Commiſſioners in the execution of it, or 

adviſe the King to make any revocation 
of their power, the perſon on conviction 
ſhall forfeit his goods and chattels, for 
the firſt attempt; and for the ſecond ſhall 
be renn as a traytor. Upon this the 


Rot. Parl. 10. R. a. 
ä Locks 
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Lords and Commons, befides certain ſub. 


ſidies already granted, grant a further ſub. 
ſidy of half a tenth and half a fifteenth, 


on condition, that if the ſubſidies before . 


granted ſhall, by the diligence and good 
ordinance of the ſaid commiſſioners, ſuf- 
fice for the charges of the next year, then 
the laſt mentioned ſubſidy ſhall in no. wiſe 
be levied: and alſo that no other perſons 
be aſſociated or aſſigned to the Lords Com- 

miſſioners beſide thoſe that are mentioned 

in the commiſſion. Moreover all the grants 

abovementioned are made on the follow- _ 
ing condition, that if the power given to 
the ſaid Lords by the commiſſion ſhall be 
in any manner defeated or repelled ; or if 
the ſaid Lords ſhall in any way be diſ- 
turbed, ſo that they cannot freely uſe the 
full power committed to them, then the 
levy and demand of whatever ſhall remain 
to be levied by virtue of the ſaid grants 


ſhall wholly ceaſe: alſo that Letters Patent 


under the great ſeal ſhall be iſſued, recit- 
ing the cauſe, manner, and conditions of 
all the grants aforeſaid. | 

The King concluded the Parliament 
with making open proteſtation by his own 


mouth, that nothing done in it ſhould pre- 
judice 
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judice him or his Crown, but that the Royal 
prerogative ſhould be fell im * main- 
_ tained. | 
This commiſſion, which in a manner di- 
| veſted the King of his authority, and placed 
the whole power of the government in 
the hands of fourteen perſons, was of the 


fame kind, and obtained by much the ſame 


means, with thoſe under Henry the Third 
and Edward the Second; precedents both 
in their nature and their conſequences of 
dangerous example. Vet it muſt be allowed, 
that the Duke of Gloceſter, who was the 
author and director of the whole deſign, 
had filled it with men for their rank, worth, 
and capacity, the beſt qualified for ſo great 
a truſt. William Courtney Archbiſnop 
of Canterbury, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
and the Lord Richard Le Scrope, were 
perſons of the greateſt credit, abilities, and 
experience, and had all of them executed 
the office of Chancellor with high reputa- 
tion, The ſame may be ſaid of Thomas 
de Brantingham Biſhop of Exeter, who 
had * twice borne the office of Treaſurer, 
once in Edward the Third's —_— and 


s Dugdale Chronica Series. . 


. again 


230. THE LIFE oT 
again in the preſent reign. The Arch. 
biſhop of Vork was admitted into the num- 
ber, on account of the dignity of his ſta. 


tion, tho one of the King's principal fa. 


vourites: and on the ſame account much 


more properly the Duke of Vork, whoſe 
high quality alone muſt have given him 
great influence, and whoſe moderation was 
known univerſally. The Earl of Arundel 
and his brother, and the Lord Cobham, 
the moſt ſtrongly, attached to the Duke of 
Gloceſter, and the moſt deeply engaged in 
his meaſures, were at the ſame time noble. 
men of diſtinguiſhed honour, worth, and 
integrity. As to the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
in particular, he ſeems to have had a place 
in the commiſſion, as one- -whoſe reputation 
would give weight to it, without having 
made any, advances, himſelf towards the at- 
tainment of that honour: this is certain, 
that he, together with ſeveralothers of his 
collegues, took care to have as little ſhare 
as poſſible in the exerciſe of thoſe danger- 
ous powers with which they were inveſted. 
The King's deſign in making the pro- 
teſtation above-mentioned, at the conclu- 
ſion of the Parliament, was at that time 
ſufficiently underſtood, and his proceed- 
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ings ſoon after fully ex plained it. The” 
parliament was no — diſmiſſed, than 
he releaſed the Earl of Suffolk from his 

impriſonment, and readmitted him to his 

ib and to all his former favour, . 
And with him and the reſt of his late mi- 
niſters he conſulted, how he might free 
himſelf from the reſtraint laid upon him 
by the Parliament, and be revenged of 
his oppoſers. The ſcheme concerted be- 
tween them was, to procure the ſolemn 
opinion of all the Judges of the illegality 
of the commiſſion and ſtatute lately ex- 

torted from the King; to raiſe a ſufficient 

body of forces to ſupport him in main- 
taining his prerogative; and to procure a 
Parliament which ſhould be more at his 3 
devotion. In order to execute this pro- 
ject, all the Judges and the Sheriffs of the 
ſeveral counties were ſummoned to attend 
the King at N ottingnam: the Judges were 
obliged to give their opinion, that the late 
commiſſion and ſtatute were null and void, 
as made againſt the King $ will; and that all 
that were concerned in procuring them were 
guilty of treafon. But it was not ſo eaſy 
to induce the Sheriffs to engage for the 
raiſing the army, and procuring the Par- 
» Koyghton, Walſinghan, _ 
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he returned to London after having de- 
clared his deſigns, without being able to 
put them in execution. Upon this the Duke 
of Gloceſter, with the Earls of Derby, 
Arundel, Warwick, and Nottingham, 

raiſed an army cf 40,000 men, and marched 
to London. Without entering the. city, 
they deputed the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, the Duke of Vork, the Biſhops. of 


Wincheſter and Ely, and four others, all 


Lords Commiſſioners, to the King, to de- 
mand that thoſe evil Counſellors, 2 had 


interrupted the Commiſſioners in their pro- 


ceedings, and had cauſed differences be- 
tween the King and the Lords of his Coun- 
cil, might be puniſhed as traitors; proteſt- 
ing that they meant not to attempt any 


thing againſt his perſon or honaur. Theſe 


Lords, who choſe to act as mediators be- 
tween both parties, endeavoured what they 


could to reconcile the King to the confe- 


derate Lords, and to per ſuade him to com- 
ply with their defires. The King, un- 


able to reſiſt, and at a loſs for any other 


expedient, ſeemed to hearken to their ad- 


vice. They returned therefore to the con- 
 federates, to make ſome propoſals for an 


ROO 
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accommodation. It was at laſt agreed, 
that the Lords confederate ſnould be ad- 
mitted to the King's preſence, and in the 
moſt dutiful manner fhould lay before him 


| their grievances. The | mediating Lords 


gave them their oaths on the King's be- 
half, that they ſhould: come and return in 
ſafety ; and for themſelves, that if they 
ſhould know of any treacherous defign 
formed againſt them, they would warn 
them of it. The King received them with 
great ſolemnity on his throne in Weſtmin- 
ſter-hall, he treated them with an appear- 
ance of friendſhip, and promiſed them ſa- 
tisfaction in the next Parliament, which 
he then appointed. Theſe fair proceed- 
ings of the King were only to amuſe the 
Lords, while the Duke of Ireland was raiſ- 


5 ing an army for him in Wales and Che- | 


ſhire. . The confederate Lords, when they 
heard he was coming againſt them, de- 
tached a part of their army to meet him, 
under the command of the Earl of Derby, 

who intirely defeated him at Radcott-bridge 
in Oxfordſhire. This blow ſo terrified the 
King, that he betook himſelf to the Tower 
of London. After many colluſions with 
the Lords, he was obliged. to give up his 
| favourites, 
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favourites, and to meet them in Parliament, 
In this Parliament, the Lords confederate 
exhibited an impeachment of treaſon againſt 
the Duke of Ireland, the Earl of Suffolk, 
the Archbiſnop of Vork, Sir Robert Tre- 
ſilian, and Sir Nicholas Brambre. The three 
former having made their eſcape, were at- 
tainted and outlawed: the two laſt were 
executed as traitors. The Judges who. 
had given their opinions at Nottingham 
were baniſhed: the Biſhop of Chicheſter, 
who had been concerned in procuring thoſe 
opinions, was found guilty of treaſon, and 
attainted. Sir Simon Burley, Sir John 
Beauchamp, Sir John Saliſbury, Sir James 
Berners, Thomas Uſk, and John Blake, 
Eſqrs; were tried, found guilty, and exe-- 
cuted; moſt of them charged with crimes 
not before declared to be treaſon, and the 
charge hardly ſupported with ſufficient 
proof. At the concluſion of this Parlia- 
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The houſe or Inn of Sir Robert de Belknap, late 
Chief Juſtice attainted, in the pariſh of St. Mary Mount- 
haute London, was in the year following granted by 

the King to William of Wykeham, in conſideration 

of certain ſums due to him : which grant was confirmed 
by Henry 4th. Index Rot. Parl. 12. R. 2. & 1. H. 4. 
Bibl. Cotton. Titus, c. 3. ve. 
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newed his Coronation oath, the temporal 
Lords did him homage, and the Prelates 
ſwore fralty to him; both houſes took an 
oath to maintain the acts of this Parlia- 
ment, and the ſame oath was impoſed on 
the people throughout the kingdom. The 
Biſhops Pronounced: ſentence of excom- 
munication againſt all that ſhould break 
this oath, or diſturb the peace of the realm; 
The whale proceedings of the Lords con- 
federate were approved, confirmed, and 
pardoned in the fulleſt manner; and 
20, ooo l. allowed them for their charges 
out of the ſubſidies. granted-· All things 
ſeemed to be pretty well compoſed: but 
the King only diſſembled his reſentment, 
and reſerved himſelf for a more favourable 
opportunity of vindicating his own au- 
thority, and taking vengeance for the loſs 
of his friends: and the people ſufficiently 
declared their diſlike of ſuch extraordinary 
and irregular, as well as ſevere and ſangui- 
nary meaſures, by giving this Parliament 
the names of the Wonder-working, and 
the Unmerciful Parliament. | 
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The King was determined to ſhake off : 


the reſtraint which the Parliament had 


laid upon him, and aſſert his Royalty, as 

ſoon as a proper occaſion ſhould offer. He 
was full one and twenty years of age be- 
fore the laſt Parliament met; but that was 
no ſeaſon for him to claim to himſelf any 


new authority on this account; and as he 
then found by experience, that he was not 
able to contend with the party that op- 


poſed him, he was afraid of ſtirring for 


| ſome time, leſt he ſhould rouſe again the 


ſame ſpirit of reſiſtance. The beginning 
of the next year ſeemed more favourable 
to his deſigns; every thing was now quiet 


at home, and a truce was on the point of 


being concluded both with France and 


Scotland. The King reſolved therefore 


to declare himſelf of full age in form, and 
to make the experiment of exerting his au- - 
thority in a ſignal manner. He ſum- 
moned a Council at Weſtminſter on the 
third of May, 13 89. As ſoon as they 
were aſſembled, the Kin 8 ente and on 


5 He was born at Bourdeaux Jan. 6, 1366-7. Froiſſart 


W. Thorn. Chronica inter X ſeriptores. 
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| a ſudden demanded, how old they took 
him to be: upon their acknowledging that 
he was upwards of twenty-one, Then, re- 
plied he, I am of full age to govern my 
houſhold and kingdom: for why ſhould 
my condition be worſe than that of the 
meaneſt of my ſubjects? The Lords allow- 
ing his 3 and ſaying, that he ought 
not to be abridged of any of his rights, 
he proceeded to tell them, that hitherto he 
had been under their tuition and manage- 
ment, and was not at liberty to do any 
thing without their advice, thanking them 


for the care they had taken of himſelf and 


his kingdom; but that now he would take 
the reins of government into his own ha 


and chooſe ſuch officers to ſerve him 
he ſhould think moſt expedient ; and tha 


therefore he would diſcharge all thoſe who 


were at preſent in office under him. He 


then ordered the Chancellor to deliver to 


him the Great Seal. He diſplaced the 
Treaſurer and the Keeper of the Privy Seal, 
and the Earl of Arundel Admiral, all 


of whom had been appointed by Parlia- 


ment. And his uncle the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter, with the Earl of War wick, and ſe- 


reral hey of the principal nobility, he 
| | refnoved | 
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removed from the Counciſ-board:- The 
King offered the Great Seal to the Biſhop 


of Wincheſter. | The ” Biſhop did all he 
could to excuſe himſelf from accepting it: 


he neither deſired the office itſelf, nor was 


pleaſed with the conjuncture and circum- 
ſtances in which it was offered to him; 
but the King preſſed it upon Him in ſuch 
a manner that he could not refuſe it; and 
the next day, Wykeham, much againſt 
his inclination, was again conftitiitid chan 


cellor of England. 


From this circumſtance i it appears a. 


certed this matter with the Biſhop before 

hand; and therefore that Wykeham had 
no ſhare in adviſing or approving the bold 
and hazardous ſtep which the king had 


taken. However, being now at the head 


of his counſels, he ſeems to have uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours to correct and ſoften it, 
and prevent all the ill conſequences that 
might be apprehended from it. With this 
defign a Fig eee was PRE N 


7 Monachus Eveſhamenſs in vita Richardi II. a> 
Hearnio editus. T. Walſingham. 5 


Rym. Fad. Vol. 7. Þ. 616. 


days 
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days afterward, ſetting forth, that for the 
more effectually maintaining the tranquil- 
| lity of the nation, the King had, by the 

advice and aſſent of his Prelates and Peers, 
taken into his own hands the full and in- 


| tire government of the kingdom; and that 
be hoped and firmly purpoſed, with the 


aſſiſtance of God and the advice of his 
Council, to govern his people more to their 
honour, peace, and proſperity, than they 
had hitherto been governed. And to pre- 
vent the uneaſineſs and apprehenſions 
which many concerned in the late dif- 
turbances might otherwiſe lie under, he at 
the ſame time fully confirmed all the par- 
_ dons before granted on that account in 
Parliament. This * proclamation was in a 
few days ſucceeded by another, full of the 
moſt ' affectionate expreſſions towards his 
people, and deſigned as a ſpecimen of the 
moderation of his future government: it 
contained a ſuſpenſion of the payment of 
half the tenth and fifteenth granted in the 
late Parliament held at Cambridge, till the 
King ſhould ſee a more en occaſion for 
5 levying its . 


Rym. Fœd. Vol. 7. p. 620, * 
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The Parliament met at Weſtminſter 


3 Monday the 17th of January, 1389-90, 
| when the Biſhop of Wincheſter Chancellor 


of England, by command of the King then 
preſent in Parliament, declared the cauſe 
of the ſummons. 'The ſubſtance of his 


ſpeech upon this occaſion is recorded in 


the Parliament- rolls. He informs them, 


© That the principal cauſe of holding the 


* preſent Parliament is, that the King, 
* who had been long of tender age, being 


now by the bleſſing of God arrived to 
maturity of years and diſcretion, is ſtill 
more confirmed in that earneſt deſire and 

_ © unalterable purpoſe which he hath al- 
« ways entertained of ruling his ſubjects in 


peace and tr anquillity, equity and juſ- 
* tice ; reſolving to govern his people and 
5 kingdom ſtill better, if better may be: 
and that he wills, that as well Holy 


Church as the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 


poral and the Commons ſhould have and 
enjoy their liberties, franchiſes, and pri- 


vileges, in time to come, as they have rea- 
© ſonably uſed and enjoyed them in the times 


of his noble Progenitors, the Kings of: 


a | Rot. Parl. 1 5 R. 2. 


c Eng- | 
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| © England. He further. declares, that the 
kingdom is ſurrounded with enemies, 
namely, thoſe of France, Spain, and 
Guienne on the one fide, and of Scotland 
and Ireland on the other; and that it is 
not certainly known, whether the truce 
which is concluded between our Lord 
«the King and his adverſaries of France 
and Scotland, to continue from the 1 5th 
of Auguſt laſt paſt at ſun-rifing, to the 
| © 16th of Auguſt that is to be in the year 
* 1392 at ſun-riſing, will hold or not : and 
ein caſe it ſhould hold, that it will be never- 
© theleſs neceſſary to take proper meaſures 
for the ſafeguard of the borders of Scot- 
land, and of Calais, Breſt, and Cher- 
burgh, and alſo for the ſecurity of Ire- 
land and Guienne; that embaſſies muſt 
likewiſe be ſent, in order to a treaty of 
peace, and to ſettle the articles of the 
' treaty, and finally to conclude it: that 
the King cannot, by any means, ſupport 
the expences and charges neceſſary for 
* theſe purpoſes, as is well known, with- 
* out the aid of his Lords and Commons; 


rat therefore they muſt adviſe and or- 


der, how and in what manner the ſaid 
"pn and _— e be W 


0 * and : 
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and levied, fo as to lay as little burthen 
das poſſible upon the people. He more- 
over acquaints them, that the King de. 
© fires to be informed by the Commons, 
how the laws of the land and the ſtatutes 

« are kept and executed, and his peace 
© maintained in all parts of the realm, and 

< whether there be any diſturbers of them: 
© as likewiſe of thoſe that move and main- 

© tain quarrels and vexatious ſuits in the 
country, to the hindrance of the law 
and oppreſſion of the people; and how 
© ſuch evils may be beſt redreſſed and 

* amended, and the kingdom better go- 

© verned in time to come; the ſaid Com- 
© mons being obliged of right and before 
© God to inform the King, and to employ 
all their care and diligence in the correct- 
ing of ſuch faults to the utmoſt of their 
power. He further informs them, that 

_ * the King wills that full right and juſtice 
be done to the poor as well as the rich; 
* and that if there be any caſe or ſuit that 

cannot be well redreſſed by the common 
* law, the King has aſſigned certain Clerks - 
* of his Chancery, to receive the petitions : 
of the complainants, and certain Lords 


9 to hear and anſwer the ſame petitions, the 
3 names 
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names of which Lords and Clerks will 
© be read openly by the Clerk of Parlia- 


ment; and that thoſe who would pre- 
ſent ſuch petitions muſt deliver them be- 


fore the next Monday in the evening. 


As ſoon as the neceſſary forms of open- 
ing the Parliament were over, the new 
miniſtry took another meaſure, probably 
ſuggeſted by the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
and ariſing from his great prudence and 
caution; however manifeſtly tending to 


the ſame deſign which he had hitherto 
_ purſued; namely, to obviate all occaſion 
of complaint againſt the King's late pro- 


ccedings, in removing the great Officers 
and Council appointed by Parliament, and 
the manner in which they themſelves had 
been introduced, and to ſhew both the 
King and his Miniſters in a popular light. 


The Biſhop of Wincheſter Chancellor, 
and the Biſhop of St. David's Treaſurer hw | 


being the two great Officers of State, (for 


_ * the Privy Seal ſeems at this time to have 


been 


Rot. Parl. 13. R. 2. | 

I conclude fo, and that it was in the Chancellot's 
hands, from the following article in Wykcham's Re- 
giſter. Memorandum, quod die Mercurii qu die 


* Martii anno regni Regis Richardi 24 13=* venerabi- 
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been vacant) with all the Lords of the Coun- 
cil, prayed the King in Parliament to be 
_ diſcharged of their offices, in conſideration 
of the great and continual labours and ex- 
|  pences they had undergone therein, and 
to have others placed in them. At the 
ſame time the Chancellor gave up to the 
King the Great Seal, and the Treaſurer the 
keys of the Exchequer: which the King 
receiving, diſcharged thoſe officers together 
with the Lords of the Council. As ſoon 
as they had received their diſcharge; they 
required openly, that if any perſon would 


complain ef any thing unduly done by 
them, he ſhould declare it to the King 1 in 


Parliament. The Commons required time 
to adviſe of this matter till the next day; 
at which time they with the Lords, upon 
demand made by the Duke of Lancaſter 
by the King's orders, affirmed, that af- 
ter diligent inquiry they had found all 
things to have been very well done; and 
the Commons returned them thanks in. 
full Parliament for their fidelity and good | 
conduct. Whereupon the King reinſtated 


44 lis pater Dominus Wilhelmus de Wykeham Epiſco- 
« pus Wynton apud Weſtminſt. reddidit Domino. l. 

„ Sigillum ſuum ſecretum, videlicet anulum. Regt 

| ra part 3. b. Tot. 100. tha | 
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the Chancellor and Treaſurer in their of- 
fices, and reſtored all his late Counſellors, 
and together with them the Dukes of Lan- 
' caſter and Gloceſter, to the Council-board : 

the former had lately returned from his 
Spaniſh expedition after three years abſence, 
and had effected a reconciliation between 
the Duke of Gloceſter and the King. The 
King however made proteſtation, that tho' 
he had now diſcharged and reinſtated thoſe 
Officers and Counſellors in Parliament, 
yet this ſhould not be made a precedent, 
but that he would be at liberty to- appoint 
and remove them at his pleaſure, + 
The * next Parliament was held at Weſt- 
minſter the 12th of November 1390. The 
principal buſineſs of it was explained by the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter at the opening of it 
in the uſual form. He began with diſ- 
« courſing to them at large on the i import- 
« ant ends and happy effects of good go- 
v vernment in general, and in particular of 

a that of the King during the whole courſe 
« of his reign. And having informed them, 
that it was the King's will, that Holy 
Church, and the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 

G poral, as alſo the cities and boroughs, 


Rot. Parl. 14. R. a. 
> « ſhould 
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* ſhould enjoy their liberties and franchiſes 
nin time to come, as they had reaſonably 
* enjoyed them in the times of his noble 
* progenitors the Kings of England; he 
added in ſubſtance of matter, that a truce 

* was concluded between the King and his 


* adverſary of France for a certain term, as 


was openly declared in the laſt Parlia. 


© ment: that the Biſhop of Durham, the 
Earl of Northumberland, and others had 


* alſo been lately at Calais with a com- 


* miſſion from the King for a treaty of 
© peace, and had made report to the King 
* of the reſult of it: that the King finds 
it neceſſary to ſend thither about Candl 

mas next a more ſolemn embaſſy to con- 


© clude a final peace, with the bleſſing of 
God; which he cannot do without the 


"ER and aſſent of the Lords Spiritual 


and Temporal, and other wiſe men of 


his Council, That likewiſe the Biſhop 
© of St. David's, Treaſurer of England, 


s the Earl Marſhal, and others, had been 


© charged with the King's commiſſion to 


_ © the marches of Scotland, to treat with the 
* Scots concerning the truce concluded with 
© the French, and that the Scots will not 


| * yet accede to tho ſaid truce. That in- 
c . 
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| «© deed it ſeems more probable that the 
King will have war than peace in that 
* quarter 3 which war the King will by 
© no means enter into nor undertake with- 
out the advice and aſſent of his council: 
that the ſame or another commiſſion muſt 
be ſent thither about Candlemaſs to treat 
© anew with the Scots. He afterward laid 
before them the great charges and expen- 
ces which muſt neceſſarily be incurred, 


das well for the ſafe-guard of the borders 


_ * of Scotland, and the country of Ireland, 

das of Calais, Breſt, Cherburgh, and 
Guienne; and likewiſe the treaties be- 
fore- mentioned: he told them, that it 
© was neceſſary to make timely preparation 
for war, in caſe that a final peace or 
longer truce ſhould not be obtained; that 


the King could by no means ſupport the _ 


charges and expences neceſſarily required 
for theſe purpoſes, without the aid of 
bis ſubjects; wherefore he would be ad- 
*viſed in this Parliament, how the ſaid 
* charges and expences may beſt be borne 
and ſupplied, with the leaſt detriment 
© and burthen of his people. He added, 
© moreover, that the King, being willing 
c that full juſtice and right ſhould be done 
| N = "Mo 
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to his people, had aſſigned certain Clerks 
of the Chancery to receive the petitions 
© of all thoſe who would complain in this 
Parliament of any matter which could 
© not be redreſſed by the common law of 
| © the land, and certain Lords to hear and 
© anſwer the ſame petitions in the uſual 
© manner; the names of which Lords and 
© Clerks would be read openly by the Clerk 
of Parliament, 
The moſt remarkable thing that paſſed 
in this Parliament was the joint petition 
of the Prelates, Lords Temporal, and Com- 
mons, praying the King in full Parlia- 
ment, that the Royalty and Prerogative of 
him and his Crown may be ſaved and 
maintained; that if any thing had been 
done or attempted againſt them it ſnould 
be redreſſed and amended;. and that he 
might be as free in his time, as any of his 
noble progenitors formerly Kings of Eng- 
land had been in theirs. Which ſeeming 
honeſt and reaſonable to the King, it was 
granted in all points. The Parliament 
breaking up on the third of December, 
the Lords and Commons returned their 
humble thanks to the King for his good 
government, and the great zeal he had con- 
tinyally 
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tinually ſnewed for the good of his people: 
and the king on his part thanked them for 
the liberal grants they had made to him. 
Thus every thing ſeemed to be happily 
compoſed, the extraordinary and violent 
proceedings of the Parliaments of the tenth 
and eleventh years of the King's reign, pro- 
perly corrected, and the King and his Par- 
lament united in affection, and in a mu- 
tual regard for each others reſpective rights, 

and for their common . and 1 55 
pineſs. 

The biſhop of Wincheſter had -uſed his 
| beſt endeavours, and had thus far happi- 
ly ſucceeded, in reſtoring the public tran- 
quillity, and had the ſatisfaction of leav- 
ing things in this fair and promiſing ſitua- 
tion, when he quitted the office of Chan- 
cellor. On the 27th of September 1391 
he delivered the Great Seal to the King at 
Windſor; from what motives either on his 

part or the King's we are not informed. 
It is not improbable, that Wykeham, when 
he was preſſed into the ſervice ſo much 
_ againſt his will, might have engaged the 

King's promiſe to releaſe him from it, as 
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ſoon as his affairs would allow of his dif. 
miſſion. Arundel Archbiſhop of York, 


whom he had ſucceeded in that office, was 


now made Chancellor again in his place; 


a man of great abilities- and eminent me- 


rit, but too ſtrongly attached to the Duke of 
Gloceſter to be much in favour with the 
King. Perhaps Wykeham might have been 
inſtrumental in reconciling the King to him, 


and reſtoring him to his office which he him- 


ſelf had ſo unwillingly accepted: this how- 
ever is certain, that the ſame ſcheme of coali- 
tion and union, which had been entered 
upon while Wykeham was at the head of 
the adminiſtration, was now carried on fur- 


ther, and ſome others, who had been chiefs 
of the popular party, were readmitted into 
the King's ſervice. The new miniſters pur- 


ſued the ſame plan ; they were equally ſtu- 
dious to promote the people's confidence 


in the King, and to eſtabliſh his juſt rights: 


for 7 in the next Parliament, at the in- 
ſtance of the Commons, it was again de- 
clared, that the King was as free in his 


| Royal Prerogative, as any of his Predeceſ- 
ſors, notwithſtanding any ſtatute made in 


7 Rot. Parl. 15. R. 2. | 
. deroga- 


» 
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* ogation thereof, particularly in the time 
of Edward the Second; and that if any 
| ſtatute had been made in his time, in pre- 
judice of the liberty of the Crown, it was 
repealed and annulled. 

But the King was not ſatisfied wich theſe 
repeated declarations: he thought his power 
and dignity very precarious, while it de- 
pended on the authority of Parliament. 
He dreaded the popular party, and the ef- 
fects of oppoſition and reſiſtance which 

he had ſo lately experienced; and could 
not bear the reſtraint which theſe appre- 
henſions laid him under. His whole views 


therefore were from this time directed to 


one end; to ſet himſelf above all oppoſi- 
tion and reſiſtance: firſt by making peace 
and gaining firm alliance abroad, and then 
by eſtabliſhing an uncontrolable power at 
home. In conſequence of this deſign, he 
entered with more earneſtneſs upon a 
treaty of peace with France, which had 
| * long carried on without effect: the 
Duke of Lancaſter, tho his own affairs 
required it, did not dare to conclude it 

upon very diſadvantageous or diſhonour- 
able terms, and the Duke of Gloceſter had 
oppoſed it with his uſual vehemence. In 


FN Froiſſart. Walſiogham. 
. the 


au .I BE QF- 
the mean time the King became a widower; 
his great and fincere affliction for the loſs 
of his Queen did not hinder him from 
purſuing his point, by making propoſals 
ſoon after for a marriage with the King 
of France's daughter, a child of ſeven years 
old. The match was wholly political, and 


the King was intent upon it, as the beſt 


means of ſecuring both the peace which he 
defired, and a powerful ſupport for which 
he might have occaſion againſt his own 
refractory ſubjects. The Duke of Glo- 
ceſter ſaw the conſequences of it, and was 
determined to oppoſe it with all his power: 
and in effect he did perſiſt in his oppoſi- 
tion to this meaſure almoſt to the laſt ; till 
every thing was actually concluded, and 
he ſaw it was to no purpoſe to hold out 
any longer. Froiſſart tells a ſtory upon this 
occaſion which greatly reflects upon the 
Duke's honour; and, ſuppoſing it had been 

| poſſible for him to break off the match, no 
leſs upon his judgement and prudence: he 
ſays, the King bribed him to conſent to it, 
or at leaſt to acquieſce in it, by promiſing 
him 500c0 nobles for himſelf, and the 


vol. 4. chap. 78. . 
. . Earl- 
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Earldom of Rocheſter, with 20001. a_ 
year for his ſon; but this, by his own ac- 
count, was after all was agreed upon, and 
while the King was at Calais to receive the 
Queen; and it does not appear that any 
part of this promiſe was afterward per- 
formed. However this may be, the mar- 
riage, and at the ſame time a truce for 
thirty years, was concluded. | 
| © To ſecure matters at home, the King's 

_ firſt ſtep was to fend the Duke of Lancaſ- . 
ter out of the way again, by granting to 
him and his heirs the Duchy of Aquitaine, 
But being obliged to revoke this grant, as 
the ſtates of Aquitaine would not conſent 
to be diſmembered from the Crown of 
England, he did what he could to bind 
him to his intereſt by courting him, and 
_ conferring favours on his family. He 
kgitimated the Duke's natural children by 
Katherine Swinford, whom he had lately 

married; he got their legitimation con- 
trmed by Parliament, and heaped upon 
them honours and preferments. But the 
moſt important point was to procure a 


, Froiſſart, Wal . 
Rot. Farl. 20. R. 2. Rym. Fœd. Vol. 7. p. 849. 


Far- 
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Parliament at his devotion: and this the 
King at laſt effected, by appointing and 

continuing in their alle ſuch Sheriffs as 
would be ſubſervient to him, and would 
return thoſe for members whom he ſhould 
nominate to them ; and by gaining over 
other members, by favours, bribes, or me- 
naces, to conſe nt to whatever he ſhould 
require. 

The Duke of Gloceſter faw what the 
King was aiming at, and thought it ne- 
ceſſary to unite more cloſely with his 
friends, and to conſult with them upon 
their own and the publick ſafety. Arun- 
del, now Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, had 
ſeveral meetings with him : what particu- 
lar reſolutions they came to, it is very uncer- 
tain, and probably was never known ; but 
their conſulting together was enough to 
awaken the jealouſy of the King, and his 
courtiers were not wanting to alarm him 
with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions. He 
determined to get rid of the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter at any rate. It was 2 to do 


2 Articles againſt King Richard, No 18, * Rot. 
Parl, I. H. 4. 


this, 
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this, as he was greatly beloved and eſteemed 
by the people. The main point was pri- 
vately to ſecure-his perſon: the King con- 
trived the plot himſelf, and took the fun 
cipal ſhare in the execution of it. The! 
Duke was ſurpriſed by an ambuſh laid for 
him as he was riding to London with the 
King: he was hurried away to the Thames, 
where a veſſel was prepared, which imme- 
diately conveyed him to Calais. This was 
managed with ſuch ſecrecy, that the Earls 
of Arundel and Warwick, being ſent for 
by the King, came to Court the next morn- 
ing without any ſuſpicion, * and were ar- 
reſted. and committed to the Tower. 

The Dukes of Lancaſter and Vork were 
in the country when this happened. Sur- - 
priſed with ſo unexpected an event, they 
| haſtened to London, where, with very little 
deliberation, they determined on the part 

they would take in ſo difficult a conjunc- 
ture. They had the meanneſs to declare 
their approbation of what was done, and 
to concur and aſſiſt in all the King's mea- 
ſures, manifeſtly tending to the deſtruction 
of their brother, and the extinction of the 


— ® Froiſſart, Polydore Virgil. om, 
3 liberties 
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liberties of their country. The Procla- 


mation iſſued a few days after, ſetting 


forth, that the Duke of Gloceſter and the = 
other Lords were arreſted, not on account 
of any former riſing in arms, but for va- 


rious other miſpriſions and extortions, ex- 
preſsly mentions theirs and the Earl of 
Derby's aſſent.” And they all accepted and 
executed the * King's commiſſion, requiring 
them to raiſe each of them a body of for- 


.ces, in the whole 1800 men, and to at- 
tend the King at the enſuing Parliament, 
to be holden at Weſtminſter, in arms at the 


head of them. The King beſides ordered 


all the Knights and Gentlemen who wore | 
his livery of the Hart, to be ready in arms 
at the ſame time; and was likewiſe pro- 


vided with other forces, and a ſtrong guard 


of Cheſhire men, upon whoſe fidelity he 


could Gepend at all events. 


The Parliament met on the 17th of 


September 1397, probably otherwiſe pre- 


pared to act as the King would have them, 
and beſides kept in awe by a powerful ar- 
. The firſt thing they did was to re- 


D Ryin. Fad. Vol. 8, Pe 6, Dated July 15. 197. 
5 Ibid. p. 13. 
Kot. Parl. 21. N. 2. | 
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| peal the commiſſion and ſtatute of the 

| tenth year of the King's reign, as being 
made traiterouſly againſt his will, and to 
revoke the pardon granted to the confe- 
derate Lords in the ſucceeding Parliament. 
The Commons then impeached Arundel 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury of high treaſon, 
in procuring, and executing the commil- 
fon, and adviſing the Duke of Gloceſter 
and others to taxe upon them Royal Power: 
on which he received ſentence of ba- 
niſhment. The King, not daring to bring 
the Duke of Gloceſter to a public trial, had 
ordered him to be privately murdered at 
Calais. He was now impeached, together 
with the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, 
for procuring and executing the com- 
miſſion, and taking arms; was adjudged 
guilty of high treaſon, and attainted. The 
Earl of Arundel was beheaded, and the 
Earl of Warwick baniſhed. The Lord 
Cobham was found guilty of Koh treaſon. 
on the ſole charge of procuring and exe- 


cuting the commiſſion, and was baniſhed. 


The King ſatisfied with theſe proceedings, 5 


5 Article againſt King Richard, No 32. Rot. Parl. 1. 
K 4. item Placita Coronæ. Rot. Parl. Os 


- „ 
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at the interceſſion of the Commons ex: 


cuſeth others of the Commiſſioners, the 


Duke of York, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 


and the Lord le Scrope then living, the 
Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, the 


| Biſhop of Exeter, and the Abbot of Wal. 


tham deceaſed, and declares them innocent 


of the execution and intent of the com- | 
miſſion. Which declaration pronounced 


by the King himſelf from the Throne in 
Parliament, with the advice and conſent 


of the Lords, and by petition of the Com- 


mons, hath the force of ſtatute. 


Tho the Biſhop of Wincheſter Mags; 


to all appearance, ſo freely on this occaſion, 


= yet 'tis probable that the King, taking ad- 


vantage of his preſent circumſtances, ex- 


torted from him a loan of 10001. This 


9 ſum was demanded of him between 
the time of the ſeizing the Lords and the 


meeting of Parliament, when the King 
got large ſums from his ſubjects in this 


way of loan. In ſuch a conjuncture it 
was not ſafe for any one to refuſe: the Bi- 


| thop of Wincheſter was rich, and had 
| been in the commiſſion, and ſo was ſub⸗ 


3 Rym, Feed vol. 8. * 9. Dated 0 1397 
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jet to a much larger demand than any 
one beſide. 


The King having proceeded thus fat 
with ſucceſs, adjourned the Parliament to 


_ the 28th of January, to meet at Shrewſ- 
| bury, as a more proper place for compleat- 


ing his deſign. The Biſhop of Wincheſ- 


ter, probably not caring to ſee what he 
could not prevent, ſent * thither his pro- 


curators to excuſe his abſence, on account 


ol his ill health and infirmities, and to act 


for him. Here the King, as he imagined, 
eſtabliſhed his power on as firm a founda- 
tion, and in as full extent.as he could wiſh. 


He had gained the moſt conſiderable Lords 


intirely to his devotion, by conferring new 


honours upon them, and ſharing among 


them the confiſcated eſtates of the attainted 


Lords. The Parliament gave ſanction * 


law to all his proceedings; and to whatever | 


he required of them. The anſwers of the 


Judges at Nottingham were confirmed as 


good and lawful ; all the acts of the Par- 


lament of the 1 th year of the King were 
repealed and annulled ; and a ſubſidy Was 


0 Regiſt, Wykeham, part 3: b. fol. 1 Quia. 
nos corporali moleſtia rmitate ad præſens præ- 


 m pediti, &c.”” Dated High-Clere, Jan. 20th, 1397-8. 
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pa to the King for his lie. 7 
length the whole power of Parliament was 
by ſtatute devolved upon the King, twelve 


Lords, and ſix of the Commons; or any 
ſix of the former, and any three of the 
latter. The King granted a general par- 
don; but with proteſtation, that if the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament ſhould 
at any time impugn the grant of the ſub- 


ſidy for his life, then the ſaid pardon ſhould I 


be null and void. 

There remained only one difficulty, 
which was to give ſtability and a 
ſanction to every thing thus ſettled ſo 
much to the King's ſatisfaction. For this 
purpoſe the Prelates, Lor ds, and Com- 
mons, were ſworn three ſeveral times dur- 


ing the courſe of this Parliament, twice at 


the ſhrine of St. Edward, and once at 


Shrewſbury, to hold and maintain all the 


ordinances made in it. An oath * was de- 
viſed to the ſame intent, which the King 
forced all his ſubjects to take: they were 
required. to ſwear and engage, not only 


* See 1 Ne XIV. This and the following 
| Record I have inſerted in the Appendix, as they eſtabliſh 
facts of ſome importance which have eſcaped the notice 
of our hiſtorians, 5 


7: 0 
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for themſelves, but for their heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors alſo. The Biſhops were obliged to 
- pronounce ſentence of excommunication 
againſt all that ſhould act or adviſe any 
thing contrary to them. The King more- 
over had them confirmed by a Bulle ob- 
tained from the Pope. His Holineſs did 
not grant this favour without a proper 
return : the * King on his part granted a 
ſuſpenſion, or moderation, as he called it, 
of the ſtatute againſt proviſions, made a 
few years before greatly to the ſatisfaction 
of the nation, The * Parliament had 
ſometimes before intruſted the King with 
a power limited to a certain time of diſ- 
penſing with this ſtatute by advice of his 
Council: the King now took upon him to 
| diſpenſe with law by his own authority. 
All theſe precautions ſerved only to alarm 
the people, to awaken them to a ſenſe 
of the loſs of their liberties, and to haſten 
the revolution, which was ſo eaſily brought 
about the year following ; when Richard 
the Second was depoſed, | and. RE of 


See Appendix, No =. 
+ See Cotton's Abridgment of the Parliament Rolls: 
Index i in the word Provi ſors. 
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| Bolingbroke Duke of Lancaſter placed on 

the throne. _ 
| It does not appear that the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter had any ſhare on either fide 
in this extraordinary and important tranſ- 
action; further than by his preſence * in 
the laſt Parliament of Richard the 15 | 
held on September the 3oth, 1399, when | 
that unhappy Prince reſigned the Crown, 
and was ſolemnly depoſed. The firſt Par- 
liament of Henry the Fourth was ſum- 
moned a few days after; at * which alſo 
the Biſhop aſſiſted. On 7 the 23d of Oc- 
tober a ſolemn Council of the Lon! in 
Parliament was held by the King's Com- 
mand]; and the queſtion propoſed by the 

Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with a ſtrict 
injunction of. ſecrecy, what was to be 
done with the late King Richard, fo that | 
he might be ſafely guarded and his life 

Sa ? N were ſeverally alked their 


5 As appears by the Regiſter; he was at South- 
I wark from this time till the end of November; nor 
is there any procuration entered. 

5 Rot. Parl. 1. H. 4. He was appointed (as uſual) 
one of the Triers of Petitions of Fngland, Ireland, 
Wales, and Scotland, 


| Kot. Parl. I, H. 4. tit at. 74,76 ö„-!l 
opi- 
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opinions and they adviſed, that he ſhould 4 
be kept under ſafe and ſecret guard in 
fome retired place. In purſuance of which 
advice, October the 27th, the King being 
preſent in Parliament, Richard was judged 
| to perpetual impriſonment. The names 
ol all the Lords who gave this advice are 
expreſſed in the Record: there were fifteen 
Biſhops, ſeven Abbots, and thirty-ſix 
Lords; the Biſhop of Wincheſter was not 
of the number, tho at this time reſident 
at his- palace in. Southwark, His known 
attachment to the late King, his perſonal 
regard for him as his benefactor in ma- 
ny inſtances, and his veneration for the 
memory of his father and grandfather his 
great patrons, would have made his pre- 
ſence on this delicate occaſion as impro—-— 
per, and diſagreeable with reſpect to him- 
ſelf, as it might have been unwelcome, 
and offenſive to others. This was the 
laſt Parliament which he attended in per- 
ſon: he ever after ſent procurators to ex- 
cuſe his abſence on account of his age and 
nnn 


0 Regit, Wykeham, | part 5 oF b. ; fol 18 5. 204. 215. 
n 8 4 Soon 


| 26. THF LIFE /QF:; 
| Soon after the diſmiſſion of the Nahe 
ment, the Scots, taking advantage of the 
unſettled ſtate of the nation, began hoſ- 
tilities, and infeſted the borders. The de- 
ſigns of France were likewiſe ſaſpec- 
ted. The King found it neceſſary to un- 
dertake an expedition to Scotland in per- 
ſon, but was unprovided with money, and 
was unwilling. to call a Parliament 

fo ſoon to furniſh him wah ſupplies. He 
therefore ſummoned a great Council af 
Lords and Prelates; who, in conſideration 
of the preſſing neceſſity of the nation 
at this juncture, granted the King an aid 
of themſelves: the Prelates gave a tenth, 
and the Lords engaged each of them to 
raiſe and maintain a certain number of 
forces. This was to ſet an example to 
the reſt of the Lords who were not there 
preſent, and to the whole nation: letters 
under the Privy Seal were ſent to all 
the Abbies to demand a haſty ſupply; 
and * afterward to all the Clergy, who 
complied with the demand. and wr 


9 Rym. Feed. vol. 7. p. 125. 


: Chron, S. Alban. ad an. Grows by make, State | | 
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a ſubſidy likewiſe of a tenth. This extra- 
ordinary Council was held on February | 
the gth following. The Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter was ſummoned to it, and aſſiſted 
at it. Theſe are the laſt traces that remain 
of his appearing and wang. in publick af- 


fairs. 


THE 


1 
William of Wyke cham. 


SECTION VIII. 


From the begining of Henry the Fourth's Reign 
5 the nw of W ykevan. 


YKEHAM was now very far 

advanced in years, and had from 
his youth been conſtantly engaged in a 
multiplicity of buſineſs of the greateſt im- 
Portance, both publick and private, which 
he had attended with infinite aſſiduity and 
application: tis not to be wondered, that 


old age and continued labour 1 in conjunc- 
tion 
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tion, ſhould bring upon him thoſe infirmi- 
ties, which are the uſual conſequences 1 
each of them ſeparate; and that he ſhould 

be obliged at laſt to have recourſe to 
eaſe and retirement. He had been bleſt 
with an excellent conſtitution, and had 
enjoyed an uncommon ſhare of health. He 
had now been Biſhop of Wincheſter above 
thirty years, and in all that time had ne- 
ver been interrupted by illneſs in the at- 
tendance upon his duty in every capacity, 
except once. He was ſomewhat out, of 
. at Merewell about the middle of Fe- 

1392-3; as I find by a procura- 
N which he 1 to the Convocation, 
excuſing his abſence on that account. 
However his diſorder, whatever it was, 
ſeems not to have been ſuch as to hinder 
his attendance on common buſineſs at that 
time; and within a fortnight he was able 
to remove to Farnham, and to celebrate 
an Ordination there. 1 have already i in- 


I. Regiſt. Wykchaw, part 3. b. fol. 112, « hs or: | 
** porali moleſtia & allis prepediri negotiis, 

Et in medicin. preparat. apud Oxon. pro Domino 
_ © Fundatore per literam ejuſdem Domini miſſ. ad Cuſ- 
** tod. in feſto Purific, Beatz Mariæ, 12 8. 1047. Rot. 
Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1393. 


= ' Kegilt Wren, part. 2. in ordinat March I. 1392: 
timated, 


rar rr OF: 7 
tnilated, that the illneſs which prevented 
his attending the Parliament at Shrewf.- 
bury might perhaps be partly political: 
before this time, as ſoon as the Adjourn- 
ment thither was made, he had ſent the 
like excuſe to the Convocation, which was 

to meet on the eighth of October; and 
joined to this excuſe the plea of much bu- 

ſineſs of other kinds. This plea itſelf ſup- 
poſes that his illneſs was not very ſevere; 
and we find accordingly*, that at this time 
he was well enough to remove from South- 


wark to Eſher and Farnham, as he had oc- 
caſion. About the beginning of Novem- 


ber he retired to High-Clere, and conti- 
nued there near four months; where he 
was ſtill able to tranſact bulinefs of all 

forts, and among the reſt to go through 
the * ceremony of delivering the Pall to 


Roger Walden the new Archbiſhop of # 


Canterbury. During the two firſt years 


of _— the Fourth I find him from 8 


3 Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 1 61. 46 Quia 
<< nos corporali moleſtia & aliis præpediti negotils. 2 
&c. Dated Eſher, October 4th, 1397. 

+ Regiſt, Wykeham. : 

5 Regiſt. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol 154. Fed. 17. 
1397. | 
7 Begin — "x 
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time to time removing from one to an- 
other of his Palaces in the country, as he 
uled to do. The firſt remarkable indica- 

tion of his weakneſs and inability of body 
appears in the month of May 1401, when 


he was not able to undergo the fatigue 


of adminiſtring Ordination; - but, tho' pre- 
ſent himſelf, he procured another Biſhop 
to ordain for him: and he was ever after. 
obliged to continue the ſame method of 
ſupplying that part of his office. At the 
end of this year * he retired to South- 
waltham; nor did - he ever remove from 
thence ; except once or twice on occaſion 
of ſome particular bufineſs, and int no | 
further than to Wincheſter. - 
The Biſhop, with his uſual precavtion 
and care, had duly weighed and prepared 
for this contingency. To ſecure to him- 
ſelf his own freedom of action, and to 
prevent all diſagreeable interpoſitions of 
authority, which however proper and ne- 
— in ſuch caſes ings perhaps be at- 


7 Regilt. une part . in 8 The per- 


E fon, who from this time generally performed this office - 


tor him, was the famous Thomas Merks, the 2 88 
Biſhop of Carliſle, 


* Regiſt, Wykeham. 5 
tended 3, 
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tended with much inconvenience, and tend 
to aggravate rather than relieve the infirmi- 
ties of age, he had above ten years before 
procured a Bulle from the Pope, — 
which he gave him leave and authority, in 
conſideration of his age and ill health, to 
aſſume to himſelf one or more -Coadju- 
tors, without the advice and conſent. of 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or of the 
Chapter of Wincheſter; and, as often as 
it ſhould pleaſe him, to remove them, and 
in the place of the removed- to depute an- 
other or others, as he ſhould think pro- 


per. The Biſhop did not find himſelf un- 


der a neceſſity of making uſe of this fa- 
culty before the two laſt years of his life. 
On the fourth of January, 1402-3, he 
procured the Pope's Bulle, and having 
ordered it to be read and publiſhed, he 
in virtue of it then deputed in proper 
form Dr. Nicholas Wykeham and Dr. 
John Elmer to be his Coadjutors: and 
from that time forward all buſineſs pro- 
ceeded with their expreſs conſent, and bY 
their authority. 


=» Regi. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 206. The 
Bulle is dated July 22. 1 391. 


Did. 5 i 
=. 1 8 Bang 
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Being chm relieved, in a great meaſure, 
the pp of His N charge, he devoted bis 
whole time and application to the diſ- 
poſal of his temporal goods, and to the 
care of his ſpiritual concerns. He finiſhed 

aud ſigned his will on the 4th of July, 
1403. The largeneſs and multiplicity of 
his legacies, and the great exactneſs with 
which every thing relating to them is or- 
dered, muſt have required much attention, 

and evidently ſhews in what ſtrength and 

perfection he ſtill enjoyed all the faculties 
of his mind. That extenfive, and almoſt 

| boundleſs generoſity, which peculiarly dif- 
tinguiſhed- his whole life is here fully diſ- 
played: it comprehends all orders and 

degrees of men from the higheſt to the 

loweſt, and anſwers every poſſible demand 

of piety, gratitude, affection, and charity. 1 
He ſtill maintained the ſame principle up- =_ 

on which he had always acted, and which 
is perhaps the moſt certain and indubi- = 
table teſt of true liberality: as he had al- _ 
ways made it a rule to himſelf never to ' 

| defer a generous. and munificent action 


2 See Appendix, Ne XVII. 
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to another day, when he had the priſe 


ability and the immediate opportunity of 


performing it; ſo now he was no ſooner 
come to a final determin ation with regard 
to the diſpoſal of his riches, than he be- 
gan himſelf to fulfil his own intentions; 


and in a great many inſtances in which 
his preſent liberality would enhance the 


benefit which he deſigned to confer, he 


diſtributed his Legacies with his own hands, 
and became the executor of his own will. 


This made it neeeſſary for him ſome time 


| afterward to add a Codicil to it, by which 
he declares theſe articles fully diſcharged, 


and acquits his executors of "all demands 
on account of them and all others, in 
which he ſhould for the future 1 in like 
manner anticipate their office. 

It was a matter of principal concern 


with all pious perſons, and made no ſmall 


part of the religion of that age, to offer 
up their prayers for the dead, and to ſe- 
cure for their own ſouls, after their de- 


parture, the benefit of the interceſſions of 
poſterity. This perſuaſion owed its origin 
to certain cuſtoms that prevailed in the 


early ages of the Church, innocent per- 
haps and blameleſs 1 in themſelves, but miſ- 
| | taken 
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taken at length, and perverted from their 
firſt intention to much ſuperſtition, both in 
opinion and practice. Prayers for the dead 
ſeem at firſt to have been uſed only at 

their funerals. For the greater ſolemnity 
they often choſe to join the ſervice of the 
interment of the dead to the celebration 
of the Euchariſt; and hence perhaps aroſe 
the cuſtom of adding alms and oblations 
to the ſervice for the dead, tho not joined 
with the Euchariſt. In time it became the 
practice to repeat theſe ſervices annually: 
anniverſary days were kept for private per- 
ſons by their own friends and relations; 
for Martyrs more publickly, and with great- 
er ceremony; firſt at their ſepulchres, after- 
ward in the Churches, which it became the 
cuſtom to build over their ſepulchres, and 
even to dedicate to the ſaints there depo- 
fited. All this by degrees crept into the 
public ſervice of the Church: annual 
oblations and ſacrifices of commemoration, 
as they were called, were made for them: 
at the celebration of the Euchariſt, the 
names of Martyrs, Confeſſors, and Bi- 
ſhops departed in the faith, were publickly 
recited; and a ſolemn commemoration was 
made of the dead in n with prayers, 
T ; ſome : 
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ſome by way of thankſgiving to God for 
their deliverance out of the troubles of this 
world, others by way of interceſſion, that 


he would receive them to reſt, and par- 


don their failings and infirmities. The 


people began to conclude, that ſuch ſer- 
vices were not merely intended for a me- 


morial of the deceaſed, and for their own 


edification, but were in ſome - way profit- 


able to thoſe in whoſe behalf they ſeemed | 


to be made. Theſe oblations and ſacri- 
_ tices, tho called commemorative, were 
_ eaſily miſtaken for propitiatory; and the 
dead were ſuppoſed to obtain pardon of 
their ſins through the interceſſion of the 


living. At laſt, to account fully for a 


practice either ill- founded or miſunderſtood, 
the doctrine of Purgatory was invented, 


or rather borrowed from the heathen. For 
it happens in Theology, as well as in Na- 


tural Philoſophy, that to give ſupport and 


conſiſtency to our own vain imaginations, 


with regard to ſome obſcure and miſtaken 


queſtion, we are apt to have recourſe to 
ſome new Hypotheſis equally main 


and vain. 


Wykeham by 1 by education | 


by principle, and IV. _ had a deep 


tincture 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 275 


© tincture of piety and devotion. He was 
| perſuaded of the truth of all parts of the 


religion in which he had been inſtructed 


in his childhood; but he ſeems to have 


been particularly poſſeſſed with the notion 


of the reaſonableneſs and efficacy of pray- 


ers for the dead. It is recorded of him, 
that he always performed this part of the 
public ſervice of the Church with pecu- 
lar intenſeneſs and fervor, even to the 
abundant effuſion of tears. Tis not to be 
wondered, therefore, if we find him more 


eſpecially careful in procuring the inter- 
ceſſion of the faithful in behalf of himſelf, 


his parents, and benefactors. Beſide the 
proviſions which he made for this purpoſe 
in i both his 8 =o his en he * 
had 


3 66, Et nedum 15 ſicut nn ſed & ſemet 


ipſum Deo vivum ſacrificium optulit, ubi ** miſ- _ 
* farum ſolempnia, preſertim ea parte miſſæ qua pro 


« vivis & mortuis is Tobelaliter agitur memoria, lacrimas 
* habundantius effundebat, ex cordis humilitate repu- 
« tans fe af, ut frequentius ſuis fecretariiszam 


« expreſlit; tantum perageret officium, & tam 
3 ae e eccleſiæ facramentum.” MS. Coll 


4 "Regiſt Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 57, 76, & 132. 


It appears from fol. 57, that this Chantry was founded 

before Auguſt 22, 1383. But it.is probable, from his 

Tn ſome eſtates to the Priory of Suthwyk. 1 in the 
1 9 | 


| 
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had long before founded a Chantry of 
five Prieſts, to pray for the ſouls of his 
father and mother only, in the Priory of 
 Suthwyk. He © likewiſe paid to the Chap- 
ter of Windſor two hundred pounds for 
the purchaſe of twenty marks a year, to 
make a perpetual endowment for one ad- 
ditional Chaplain, on condition that his 
obit ſhould be annually celebrated, and his 
_ ſoul, and the ſouls of Edward the Third, 
of. his own parents, and of his benefac- 
tors, be daily recommended in their prayers. 
But he thought it alſo more particularly 
expedient to eſtabliſh a conſtant ſervice of 
this kind in his own Church, in that part 
of it which he had rebuilt, and where he 
had choſen the place of his burial. Ac- 
cordingly he had deſigned from the firſt, 
and had now finiſhed, in that part, a 
_ Chappell or Oratory, which was to be his 
ſepulchre and his chantry. The ſituation 
of this Chappell ſeems not at all well cho- 


5 VS 1 a 1 — 4 


434 year of Edward the Third, that he eſtabliſhed i it 
as ſoon as he was made Biſhop of Wincheſter. Index 
Rot. Pat. Bibl. Cotton. Titus, C. 2. Tanner. Notit. Mo- 
e „ 4 
5 MS. Coll. Wint. | 1 
© ExOriginali lndentura 3 in Archirs ; Eccleſi Wind: 
ſor. Dat. ay 29. 1402. 
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ſen, if we conſider it with reſpect to the 


whole building; in which it has no good 
effect, but creates an irregularity and an 


embarraſſment, which it had been better 


to have avoided. But Wykeham was de- 
termined to the choice of this particular 
place, by a conſideration of a very dif- 
ferent kind ; by an early prejudice, and a 
ſtrong religious impreſſion, which had been 
ſtamped on his mind in his childhood. 


In 7 this part of the old Church there had 


* Erat enim Wilhelmus, pater venerabilis antedic- 85 


* tus, a primevo litterarum ftudio Wynton. traditus, 
« deo non modicum & Eccleſiz ſacroſanctæ devotus, 
& nec non baſilicæ majoris Wynton. in qua ut ſperatur 
miſeratione divina poſtmodum prefuit, ubi jam hu- 
% matus corpore requieſcit, limina frequentans devote, 


& coram Beatz Virginis Mariz ymagine, ſtante in 


« capella in qua traditus eſt Eccleſiaſticæ ſepulturæ, 


« ſuas ſpeciales fundens orationes cotidie, miſſam ma- 


i tutinalem cujuſdam monachi, Pekiſmaſſe tunc dictam 
vulgariter, indies conſuevit audire; & ſic in pueri- 
« tia a ſe pigritudine [/ege, pigritudinis] ſompnum ex- 
e cutiens, ſecundum beati Petri Apoſtoli doctrinam, in- 
e cepit in orationibus vigilare.“ MS. Coll. Wint. 


Non eſt igitur poſtponendum, quod in hac #tate 
* frequentare eccleſiam dulce habuit, crebrius orationi 


© incumbere, ſacris miſſarum intereſſe ſolempniis. Ve- 


rum & ſpecialem devotionem habuit ad beatam Dei 
_ © Genetricem, ob cujus honorem ſæpius viſitavit ec- 


_ © cleſiam Sancti Swythuni, coram ymagine ejuſdem 


_ * tunc poſita in quadam columpna ejuſdem eccleſiæ 


genibus 
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been an altar dedicated to the Bleſſed Virgin, 


with her image ſtanding above it: at this 
altar a maſs uſed to be celebrated every 


morning, which ſeems to have been a fa- 
vourite one, and much frequented, at the 
time when Wykeham was a boy, and at 


ſchool at Wincheſter for it had gotten a 
particular name among the people, and 


was called Pekilmaſie, from the name a 


a Monk of the Convent, who . uſually o 
ficiated in it. Young Wykeham was con- 


| ſtant in his daily attendance, and fervent 


in his devotions, at this Maſs. He ſeems 


even then to have chofen the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin as his peculiar patroneſs, to have placed 


himſelf under her protection, and in a 


manner to have dedicated himſelf. to her 


| ſerv! ice: and Wen he miciu ever r after 


6 genibus fexis eam humiliter FORD ut ſais pre- 
« cibus ad talem ſtatum mereretur aſſami, ut non ſolum 
_«« jpſam, ſed filium ejus Jeſum Chriſtum in Eccleſia mi- 


tante dignius honoraret.“ | Tractatus in Vet. Re- 


giſt. Coll. Wint. 


„ Cujus corpus jacet a in oratorio Beatz 
« Mariz Virginis in navi Eccleſiæ Cathedralis Wynton. 


„ quod ipſe ſuperſtes in honorem ejuſdem Virginis fieri 


ordinavit. In quo ad minus tres miſſæ ſpeciales pro 


anima ejuſdem patris, parentum & benefactorum 


« ſuorum, ac omnium — defunctorum cotidie ce- 
* * tebrantur.” Ibid. 


2 imagine 


4 
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imagine himſelf indebted to her eſpecial 
favour for the various ſucceſſes which he 
was bleſſed with through his life. This 
ſeems to have been the reaſon of his dedi- 
cating to her his two Colleges, and calling 
them by her name; over all the principal 
gates of which he has been careful to have 
himſelf repreſented as her votary, in the 
act of adoration to the Bleſſed Virgin, as 
his and their common guardian, And this 
it was that determined the ſituation of his 
chantry. He erected his Chappell in the 
very Place where he had been uſed to per- 
form his daily devotions in his younger 
days; between the two pillars, againſt one 
of which ſtood the altar above mentioned. 
He dedicated the Chappell to the Bleſſed 
Virgin; the altar was continued in the 
ſame place as before, and probably the 
very ſame image was erected above it: which 
with the other ornaments of the ſame 
kind, both within the Chappell and without, 
was deſtroyed in the laſt century, by the 
zeal of modern enthuſiaſm, exerting itſelf 
with a blind and indiſcreet rage againſt all 


the venerable and beautiful monuments, 


whether of antient piety or ſuperſtition. 
Wo T4 e 
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The Biſhop ordered his body to be 


| depolited 3 in the middle of this Chappell; 


and a little before his death, he himſelf, 
by agreement with the Prior and 2 


directed the ſervices which were to be 


petually per formed 1 in it, in the following 


9 manner. | 

The Prior and Convent, in Br 
tion of a benefaction made to them by the 
Biſhop of about the yearly value of twenty 


marks; and likewiſe in conſideration of 


his having at. a great expence in a moſt 


decent and handſome manner rebuilt from 
the foundations his and their Cathedral 
Church of Wincheſter, and given to ita 

great number of veſtments and other or- 


naments; as alſo in gratitude for many 


otder favours and benefits moſt generouſly 
conferred upon them by him; being de- 


ſirous, to the utmoſt of their ability, to 


compenſate with ſpiritual goods the many 
benefits both temporal and ſpiritual re- 
ceived. from him, engage for themſelves 
and their ſucceſſors to perform for ever 
the following ſervices oe: the health of his 


e 8 Ne XVII. 
Ibid, N XVI. 


| ſoul, 
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ſoul, and of the ſouls of his parents and 
benefactors. In the firſt place, in the 
Chappell in the nave of the Church, 
where the Biſhop has choſen to be bu- 
ried, three maſſes ſhall be celebrated daily, 
for him and his benefactors rann 
by the Monks of the Convent: the firſt 

maſs De Sancta Maria, early in the morn- 

ing throughout the year; the two- other 
maſſes, later in the morning, at tierce or 
at ſixth hour, either De Sanctis, or De tem- 
porali, as the devotion of the perſons offi- 
_ ciating ſhall incline them: in each of which 


_ maſſes the collect Rege gueſumus ſhall be 


| faid during the Biſhop's life for his good 
eſtate, and the prayer Deus cui proprium, 
for the ſouls of his parents and benefac- 
tors. After the Biſhop's deceaſe, inſtead 
of the collect Rege quæſumus, ſhall be ſaid 
the prayer, Deus cui inter Apoſtolicos, for 
the Biſhop and for him only. The Prior 
is to pay to each of theſe Monks every 
day one penny. The Sacriſt is to provide 
for them bread, wine, book, chalice, veſt- 


ments, candles for the altar, palls, and all 


other neceſſaries and mene, They 


e dee the Roman Miſal, meu, Hours Kc. 
| more - 
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moreover engage, that the charity boys 1 
of the Pnory ſhall every night for ever 


ſing at the ſaid Chappell in honour of 


the Bleſſed Virgin Mary the anthem Salva 


Regina, or Ave Regina, and after it ſay the 
Pfalm De profundis, with the prayer Fide- 


Aim, or Inclina, for the ſouls of the fa- 


ther and mother of the Biſhop, and for 


nis foul after his deceaſe, and for the fouls 
of all the faithful deceaſed : for which the 


Prior is to pay to the Almoner yearly on 
the feaſt of the Annunciation of the bleſ- 


_ fed Virgin fix ſhillings and eight pence for 
the uſe of the faid boys. It is further 
ordered, that the Monks of the Convent in 


Prieſt's orders ſhall be appointed weekly 
to the performance of theſe ſervices in a 
table by courſe; and that if any one ſo 
appointed ſhall by ſudden infirmity or 
otherwiſe be hindered from officiating, he 
fhall give notice to the Prior or his ſubſti- 


tute, who ſhall nominate another to ſup- 


ply his place. This engagement of the 


Prior and Convent is dated the rom of 
Auguft, 1404. 


Thus Wybcham having finally ſettled 


all his temporal and ſpiritual concerns, 


and being — this time full * 5 
1 
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of age, with much piety and reſignation 
waited the hour of his diſſolution. He. 
ſeems to have ſunk by a gentle and gra- 
dual decay. Tho weak in body, he re- 
tained all the faculties of his mind to the 
laſt. Even fince he had taken his Coad- 
jutors to his aſſiſtance, he had ſtill perſon- 
ally attended to and directed his affairs 
both public and private, as he uſed to 
do before; admitting all perfons that had 
buſineſs to tranſact with him to his up» 
per chamber. This practice he was able 
to continue at leaſt till within four days of 
his death. He died at South Waltham on 
_ 2 Saturday the 27th day of September, 
about eight o clock in the in in the 
year 1404. 
He was / buried according to big direc- 
tions in his own, Oratory, in the Cathedral 
Church of Wincheſter. His funeral was 
attended by a great concourſe of people of 
all ſorts; many, as we may well ſuppoſe, 
being drawn thither by their affection to 
him, and regard for his memory; and 
great mamhers, as we may be. fi ally allure; 


Regiſt. . 


_ Tractat. and title of the Wi! in Vet. aan. Coll. 
int. 
of 
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of the poorer ſort coming to partake of 


the alms ſtill reached out to them by the 


ſame munificent hand, that had ſo long 
been continually open to relieve their wants. 
For * he had ordered by his will, that in 
whatever place he ſhould happen to die, 
and through whatever places his body 
ſhould be carried, between the place of his 


death and the Cathedral Church of Win- 


cheſter, in all theſe places to every poor 
tenant that had held of him there as Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter, ſhould be given, to 
pray for his ſoul, four pence; and to every 


other poor perſon aſking alms, two pence, | 


or one penny at leaſt, according to the 


diſcretion of his executors: and that on 
the day of his burial, to every poor per- 


fon coming to Wincheſter, and aſking. 
alms for the love of God and for the health 
of his ſoul, ſhould be given four pence. 
I ſhall here proceed to give a ſummary 


account of the other legacies, benefactions, 


and charities bequeathed by him in his 
will 5, To the poor in the priſons of 
| Newgate London, the Mareſhalſy, Wol- 
vely, Wincheſter, Oxford, Berkſhire, Guil- 


4 See Appendix, Ne XVII | | 
See CORP, „ Nöc 
5 CVP 


be diſtributed the ſum of two hundred 
pounds. This was one of thoſe charitable 
bequeſts which he anticipated in his life- 


time. He likewiſe lived to ſee his build- 


ing of the Church of Wincheſter in a 


manner finiſhed, for which he had alſo | 


made proviſion by his will. 
To the King he bequeaths a pair of fl. 


ver baſons gilt, and remitts to him a 2 


* of five hundred pounds. 
To the Archbiſhop of Canterbury (Tho- 


mas Arundel ,) and to his ſucceſſor in the _ 
Biſhoprick of Wincheſter, ſeveral legacies 


in jewels, plate, and books. To the Bi- 
ſhop of London (Robert Braybroke,) his 
large ſilk bed and farniture in the beſt 


The Biſhop of Wincheſter lent the King 400 . 


on the 1ſt of july 1402. The money was to be paid 
on Chriſtmaſs day following; and for the Biſhop's ſe- 


curity the King put into his hands certain jewels, giv- 1 
ing him leave to ſell them, and pay himſelf, if the mo: 


ney ſnould not be paid at the time agreed on. Rym. 


Fad. Vol. p. 207. The executors of William, of 
Wykeham late Biſhop of Wincheſter petition the Coun- 
cil for payment of debts due from the King to the ſaid 


Biſhop : viz. 350 l. over and above 500 J. remi 

to the King by his will, and 1000 l. the debt of Rich; 
ard the Second due by letters r Ms. Nm. Hen. 
4th Vol. 2d, N* 166, : 
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ford; Old and New Sarum, he ordered to 


cham- 
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chambir of his palace at Wincheſter, with 
the whole ſuit of tape n in the 
ſame apartment. 

To the Church of Wincheſter bly new 
ah veſtment of blue cloth, embroidered 
with gold, with thirty copes of the ſame 
with gold fringes; a pyx of berill for the 
hoſte, and a croſs of gold _ 1 
of the true croſs. 

To the Prior of Wincheſter plate to the | 
value of twenty pounds; and to every 
Monk of the Convent ”, being Prieſts, 
five marks, and to every one of them in 
lower orders, forty ſhullings, to pray for 
his foul. 

To his College in Oxford, his mitre, 
eroſier, dalmatics, and ſandals. 

To his College at Wincheſter, another 
mitre, the Bible which he commonly 
uſed, and ſeveral other books. 
Too each of the Wardens of tis Col- | 
leges, ten marks; and plate to the value 


The cover conſiſted of a prior | tot forty- two 
Monks, Leger-book of the Church of Wint. N' r. 

od. p 

" © « Biblia cum capſulis de argento dean, ex le- 
* gato Domini Fundatoris. vet VIII. 11 * Vet. 
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of twenty marks; the latter to be tranſ- 
mitted to their ſucceſſors, 


To every Fellow, Chaplain, and Scho- *% 


' lar, of his College in Oxford, from twenty 
fix ſhillings and eight pence, to thirteen 
' ſhillings and four pence, according to their 
orders and degrees; and ten pounds to be 
divided between the Clerks, Choriſters, 
and ſervants. 
To the Sciwelmaſter of Wincheſter 
College, five pounds; to each of the Fel- 
lows twenty-ſix ſhillings and eight pence; 


| To the Uſher and each of the Chaplains | 


twenty ſhillings; to each of the Scholars 
fix ſhillings and eight -pence; and ten 
marks to be divided between the Clerks, 
Choriſters, and ſervants. 

To the fabrick of the Church of Karen 
twenty pounds, for the celebration of his 
exequies on the day of his obit, and on 
the thirtieth day after his death, by the 
Canons and Miniſters of the ſaid Church. 


To the Abbot of Hyde, a piece of gilt 


plate, value ten pounds; to every one of 
the Monks of the ſame Monaſtery, being 
Prieſts, forty ſhillings ; and to every one 

of them in lower orders monty ſhulungs, 
00 pray for his ſoul, 


"6 | : 


| 
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To the Abbeſs of the paſhan of 0 


Ma ary Winton, five marks; and to every 


one of the Nuns. , thirteen millings and 


four pence. 


To the Prior and Convent of St. Mary 


Overy Southwark, for the repair of their 


Church, and to pray for his foul, forty 


pounds, being a debt remitted. 


To the Abbot and Convent of Waver- | 
ly ten pounds, to pray for his ſoul. 


To the Abby of Tichefield one Rout of 


| veſtments, and a chalice. - 


To the Prior and Convent 7 e 


one hundred marks, to pray for his ſoul. 


To the Abbeſs of the Monaſtery of Nuns 
at Romſey, five marks: to Felicia Aas, a 


Nun of the ſame Monaſtery, five pounds; 


and to each of the other Nuns en 
ſhillings and four pence. 


Io the Abbeſs and Convent of the 5 4 
Monaſtery, for the repair of their Church 
and Cloyſter, a debt of forty r re- 

mitted. 
To the fabrick of the pariſh Church 
of Romſey, n, marks. 43 7 ; 


EE There were xxl. Naw at the diſſolution, Tanner. 


* 'To 
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To the Abbeſs and Convent of Where- 


well, to pray for his ſoul, twenty marks. 
To the Prior and Convent of St. Den- 


nis Southampton, for the .ag ee of their 


Church, twenty marks; 
To the Prioreſs and Co 
ney to pray for his ſoul, ten — Fas 
To the Prior and Convent of Taurigge, 
to pray for his ſoul, flve pounds. 


To be diſtributed among the brethren, 
and ſiſters, and poor, of the Hoſpital of 
St. Thomas Suthwerk, to pray for his ſoul, 


ten marks. 


To the Hoſpital of St. Croſs near Win- 


cheſter, one pair of veſtments, with a 
chalice, and one pair of filver baſons. 
To the Hoſpital of St. Nicholas at Porteſ- 
mouth, one of veſtments wall a 
chalice, 


To the Church of st. Mary 0 a 


ton, one pair of veſtments with a chalive: 
70 the College of St. Elizabeth (Wins 
ton) a pair of filver baſons, and two ſilver 


cups, fs the uſe of the high altar. 

To the Hoſpital of St. Mary Magda- 
lene near Wincheſter, for the 2 of 
the Church and houſes bel 
five Pony 5 
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To the Siſters of the Hoſpital of the 
Almonry of the Church of St. Swythun 
forty ſhillings, to be equally divided be- 
tween them, to pray for his ſoul. | 

To each of the Churches of Hamel- 
don and Eaſtmeone, one Service-book with 
notes, of thoſe belonging to his own 
_ Chappell, and one chalice. 

To each of five Churches of his patron- 
age, one intire veſtment, namely for Prieſt, 
Deacon, and Subdeacon, with a Ws and 
one chalice, | 

To each of five others eb one cope 
of thoſe belonging t to his Chappell, and 

one chalice. _ 

To each of the Convents of the FOR 
orders of Mendicant Friars in the city of 
Wincheſter, ten marks, to pr ay for his 
ſoul, 

T's fiftcen * his kindred, for ene | 
and for the children of ſome of them, from 
one hundred to twenty pounds a piece, 
in the whole eight hundred twenty-three 
pounds fix ſhillings and eight pence. - _ 

To Selote Purbyk ten pounds. 

To each of the chief Juſſives a IDE Vas 
ue five pounds. 1 

| Ts 


-- 
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To Mr. William Hengford a ring of 
gold, or one table diamond, to the value 
of five pounds. 


To Mr. Robert Faryn gton a Plater, 


and a pair of beads. 


To John Uvedale and Henry Popham 


(Eſqrs.) each of them a ſilver cup or jewel, 
to the value of ten marks. 
To John Chamflour, Nicholas Bray, and 
Stephen Carre, each of them a cup or 
jewel, to the value of five pounds. 

To Mr. William Savage, Rector of O- 
verton, twenty pounds. 

To Dr. John Keton, Precentor of the 
Church of Southampton, twenty pounds. 

And other legacies in plate or money 


to be diſtributed to the perſons named in 
a roll annexed to the will, and ſealed 


uith his ſeal, according to the directions 
therein contained. The number of the 
perſons, being others of his friends, and 
his officers, and ſervants, of all degrees 
whatſoever, is above one hundred and fifty; 
and the value of theſe legacies in the whole 


amounts to near one thouſand pounds. 
All theſe he diſcharged in his lifetime, and 
had the pleaſure of ee with his 


own hands. 


U 2 - He 
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292 1 HE BITTE ORG 
He appoints Robert (Braybroke) Biſhop 
of London, Dr. Nicholas Wykeham (Arch. 
_ deacon of Wilts,) Dr. John Elmere (his of. 
facial General,) Dr. John Campeden (Arch- 
| deacon of Surry,) Thomas Chelrey, Stew- 
ard of the lands of the Biſhoprick, Tho- | 
mas Wykeham his great-nephew and heir, 
and Dr. Thomas Ayleward Rector of Ha- 
vont, to be his executors. To whom he 


1 bequeaths one thouſand pounds, in recom- 


pence for their trouble in the adminiſtra- 
tion of his will, to be equally divided 
among thoſe of them only who ſhould take 
n them that charge. | 
The reſidue of his goods he l to be 
diſpoſed of by his executors for the health 
and remedy of his ſoul, (that is, to pious | 


and charitable uſes,) faithfully and con- 


ſcientiouſly, as they ſhall anſwer it at the 
laſt day. 
The whole value of the bequaſts of his 


will amounts to between fix and ſeven 


thouſand pounds; the indeterminate con- 
dition of ſeveral articles making it im- 
poſſible to reduce it to an exact me 
tion. | ' 


* 
He 
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He had before put Sir Thomas Wyke- 
ham his heir into-poſſeſſion of manors and 
eſtates to the value of fix hundred marks a 
year; and * he depoſited in the hands of 
the Warden and Scholars of New College 
one hundred pounds for the defence of his 
title to the ſaid eſtates, to be kept by 
them, and to be applied to no other uſe 
whatever, for twenty years after the Biſhop's 
deceaſe; after which term, the whole or 
remainder, not ſo applied, was to be free- 
ly delivered to Sir Thomas Verne or 
his heirs. | 

As there are Gove other frac of 
Wykeham's munificence and charity, which 
I have not had occaſion to mention before, 
I ſhall recite them here in the order in 
which they happen to oceu. 1 
At his firſt entrance upon the Biſhop- 
rick of Wincheſter he ag to his poor 
tenants certain acknowledgments, uſually 
paid and due by cuſtom, to the amount 
of five hundred and two pounds one ** | 
lng and ſeven A 


MS. Coll. Wir. | EL 
* Ex Originali Indentura in Arckivi Coll, Wine 
3 ' MS, Fall Wint. 1 1 


"oy 


r 
* 
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T0 ſeveral Officers of the Biſhoprick, 
who were grown poor and become abjects 
of his liberality, he at different times re- 
mitted ſums due to him, to the amount of 
two thouſand marks. 


He paid for his tenants three ſeviral 


times the ſubſidies granted to the King by 
Parliament. 


In the year 1377, out of his mere 
800d will and liberality he diſcharged the 
' whole debts of the Prior and Convent of 
Selborne, to the amount of one hundred 
and ten marks, eleven ſhillings, and fix 
pence: and a few years before he died he 

made a'free gift to the ſame Priory of one 
hundred marks. On which accounts the 
Prior and Convent voluntarily engaged for 
the celebration of two maſſes a day by two 
Canons of the Convent for ten years, for 
the Biſhop's welfare, if he ſhould live ſo 
long, and for his ſoul, if he ſhould die 
before the expiration of that --- "pp 

From * the time of his being made Bi- 

| ſhop of Wincheſter he abundantly pro- 


+ MS. Coll. Wint, $ Ibid. 


s Regiſt. Wykeham 12 5 b. fol. 209. 
7 Thid. fol. 188. f 


2 MS, Coll, Wiat, & Trafat, in Vet. Regiſt Coll. 
Wint. 


vide 
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vided for a certain number of poor, twenty 
four at the leaſt, every day; not only feed- 

ing them, but alſo diſtributing money 
among them to ſupply their neceſſities of 


every kind. | bo.) 


He ? continually cinployed his friends, 


and thoſe that attended upon him, to ſeek | 


out the propereſt objects of his charity; to 


ſearch after thoſe whoſe modefty would 


not yield to their diſtreſfes, nor ſuffer them 


to apply for relief; to go to the houſes 


of the ſick and needy, and to inform them- 
ſelves particularly of their ſeveral calami- 
ties: and his beneficence adminiſtred large- 


ly toll their wants. He ſupported the in- 
relieved the diſtreſſed, he fed the 


firm, h 
hungry, and he clothed the naked. 
To * the poor Friars of the orders ſub- 
ſiting on charity he was always very li- 
9 MS. Coll. Wint. & Tractat. in Vet. Regiſt. Coll · 


Wint. 


Ibid. I meet with che following caſual inſtance of | 


his liberality in this way, in Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. annj 
1377. Item in diſtributione facta quattuor ordinibus 
fratrum mendicantium Oxon. de elemoſina Domini, 


XIII. Li. XIX S. ** æcepto Domini: viz. fratribus 
X 


** prædicatoribus LXX S. minoribus CIII S. Carmelitis 


** LVILS. & Auguſtinenſibus XLIX 8: & fic viz. om- 


* nibus fratribus in villa Oxon. prædict. XII d.“ It ap- 
pears from hence, that there were at this time in the 
Wy of Oxford 279 Mendicant Friars, 
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beral. His hoſpitality was large, conſtant, 
and uniyerſal : his houſe was open to all 
and frequented by the rich and great in 
proportion as it was crowded by the poor 
and indigent. | Tz 
He * was ever attentive and compaſſion- 1 
ate to ſuch as were impriſoned for debt: 
he inquired into their circumſtances, com- 
pounded with their creditors, and procured 
their releaſe. In this article of charity he 
expended three thouſand marks. 

The roads between London and Win- 
cheſter, and in many other places, when 
they were very bad, and almoſt impaſſable, 
he repaired and amended, making cauſcys 
and building bridges at a vaſt expence. 

He repaired a great number of Churches 
of his dioceſe which were gone to decay; 
and moreover furniſhed them, not only 
in a decent, but even in a ſplendid man- 
ner, with books, veſtments, chalices, and 
other ornaments, In this way he beſtowed 

one hundred and thirteen ſilver chalices, 


and. onę hundred pair of veſtments: ſo that 
the articles of this kind, few in compari. 


he Ms. Coll Wint. 


5 Ibid. & Tractat. i in Vet. Regiſt, Coll, Wint, 
—— Et . 


ſon, | 


> 
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fon, mann in his win, were only | 


he had ! in "his lifetime; 1 Heh kick of 


the Churches of his patron age, which, he 
had not had occaſion to conſider before as 
objects of his hberality, might not. hows 


ever ſeem to be wholly neglected by him. 
Beſides all this, he * purchaſed eſtates to 


the value of two hundred marks a year in 5 


addition to the demeſne lands of the Biſhop. 
'rick of Wincheſter, that he might leave 


there memorials of his munificence i in every | 


kind. 


Tho' the other orriainents of his oratory 
are deſtroyed, yet his monument remains 


there intire and unhurt to this day. It is 
of white marble, of elegant workmanſhip, 
with his effigies in his pontifical robes ly- 
ing along upon it; and on a plate of braſs, 


running round the edge of the upper table 
of it, is the following inſcription in Latin 


verſe, of the ſtyle of that age. 


Wilhelmus dictus Wpkeham jacet hic 


nete vittus: 


Attius eccleſte preſul, reparavit tam 


nue. | 
'- 5 M$. Coll. Wint. 


Targus 
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Targus erat, dapifer ; 1 hoc tum 
Divite pauper: 

Confilii pariter regni fnerat bene 
Fo - AT 

Hunc docet elle pium kundatia Colle: 

giorum: 

OGronie primum ſtat, Wintonieque ſe 

tundum. 
Jugiter oretis, tumulum quicunque 
videtis, 

* tantis meritis ut ſit ſibi vita 2 
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SECTION N. 


An Exam! nati on and Con efutation of ſeveral 
things that have been pes to * 4% 
credit. 


— ̃—w;Ä ̃ V-Nn— — ͤm—73 ñ eh EE ona . yu. ws a 
> = e — 28 
— , SS 
— = — 


Shall not attempt to form any other 
character of this great man, than 
what neceſſarily ariſes out of the facts 
already related, and from the whole tenor 
of his public life and actions, which I have 
endeavoured fairly to exhibit from un- 
doubted evidences, without diſguiſe or am- 
- plification, 
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plification. Whatever other picture of 


him. I ſhould pretend to ſet forth, it could 


only be looked upon as the work of mere 


imagination; there being now no original 
drawing · extant, ſufficient to furniſh out 
a compleat piece, and to juſtify a higher 


colouring and more perfect finiſhing of 
a copy taken from it. The peculiar and 
diſtinguiſhing characters of men are much 

better conceived, and more accurately | 


marked, from little circumſtances and in- 
cidents in private life, than from a long 
ſeries of actions in a public ſtation : theſe 
may raiſe in us a high idea of a great 


and good man, and ſtrike us with a diſ- 


tant admiration of his abilities and his 


virtues ; but tis by the former that we are 


mtroduced to his acquaintance, that we 
karn. his particular turn, his temper, his 
humour, his failings, as well as his ami- 


able qualities, and become in a manner 
intimate and familiar with him. I muſt. 
acknowledge with much regret, that very 


few particulars relating to the private and 


domeſtic part of Wykeham's character are 


tranſmitted down to us. The writers of 
that age are very few, and they have given 


us but a ſhort and inpenen account * 
ot 
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of the moſt important facts: ſuch of them 
whom we may ſuppoſe to have had' a 
nearer and perhaps a perſonal knowledge 
of him, which is the only foundation up- 
on which the credit we give to more mi- 
nute and circumſtantial informations can 
ſafely be built, have done very little to- 
wards gratifying our curioſity in this re- 
ſpect. | 
| : However, not to omit whatever 1 may be 
advanced upon reaſonable evidence, we 
find him in his early youth diſtinguiſhed 
for his piety and his diligence ; raiſing 
himſelf from a low condition by his abi- 
lities, his induſtry, and his fidelity; me- 
riting the regard and encouragement” of 
ſeveral worthy and eminent patrons; and 
at length raiſed to the higheſt ſtations by 
the favour of two of the greateſt men 
that this nation has to boaſt of, Edward 
the Third and his ſon the Prince of Wales. 
We may well conclude from the conſtant 
courſe and quick progreſs of his riſing | 
fortune, that he was not deficient in any 

of thoſe 'accompliſhments that generally 
lay open and ſmooth the way to ſucceſs in 
the world: that he was a man of lively 
parts, of an n engaging addreſs, and an a- 
greable 


0a: THE:LIFE Oi 
greable converſation, and that he had in 
a greatdegree that ſort of natural penetra- 
tion, which, aſſiſted with ſome experienqę, 
is neceſſary to the attainment of a ready 
and ſure knowledge of men and things. 
It is almoſt needleſs to obſerve that one 
who was poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſpirit of 
univerſal benevolence, muſt have = the 
> beſt of maſters, the kindeſt and moſt ge- 
nerous patron, the moſt conſtant and af- 
fectionate friend: but all this we are not 
left to deduce by conſequence; we have 
evident proofs of the largeneſs and warm 
of his heart in every inſtance of this kind: 
we find * the liſt of his friends, his offi- 
cers, his domeſtics, almoſt invariably the 
ſame, all receiving in their turns teſtimo- 
nies of his favour, and rewards of hp 
' ſervices z never leaving ham, nor ever 
ſerted by him. 

As to his public character he may be 
| conſidered in two lights; as a Stateſman, 

and as a Benefactor. 

His genius for buſineſs was fag and 
univerſal : he was endowed by nature 
with a great capacity, and * induſtry 


* Regiſt Wykeham, & Appendix. Ne. xvi. 


WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 304 
had furniſhed him with a large ſtock of 
acquired. qualifications, -for the manage- 
ment of all forts of affairs; with a juſt 

theory of Law in all its branches, of the 
tr the Civil, and Common Law ; 5 
and a perfect knowledge of the languages 
and the forms which were made uſe of in 
practice. The monuments which remain 
of his acts in this kind diſcover through- 
out evident marks of uncommon abilities, 
of a clear and exact comprehenſion of 
things, and the greateſt care and preciſion 
in the execution. His ſkill in Architec- 
ture ſeems to have been only one | 
of that various treaſure of uſeful ee 
ledge which he had laid up in ſtore for 
occaſional application, and not the main 
fund upon which he propoſed to raiſe his 
ſortune: his firſt employments were of a 
very different kind, and he ſtruck into 
this as a fair opportunity offered, promp- 
ted by the impulſe of a ready genius, and 
the conſciouſneſs of his on ſufficiency- 
for the undertaking. The ſame apt and 
pliable genius: turned itſelf to ſtate affairs, 
with the ſame eaſe and with equal ſucceſs.” 
Edward the Third's opinion of him was 
fully juſtified: he proved an able, vigi- 
T ä  _ 
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lant, indefatigable; and honeſt. Miniſter j 
and at the ſame time that he' advanced 


daily in his maſter's favour, he grew in 


the eſteem of the public. While he 


purſutd wich zeal and fidelity the in- 


terefts of the King, he did not forget or 


diſregard the eaſe and happineſs of "al 
people; but was their conſtant advocate, 


and, as far as the neceſſities of the ſtate 


would permit, e preſerved them from | 


exactions and oppreſſions. In matters 
of doubt and difficulty he had a penetra- 
ting and a found judgement: he was eaſy 


of acceſs, open and chearful in converſa- 
tion, and ready in his anſwers to 1 that 


apphed to him: his words were not un- 


performances 


. and pre ful ge cs cg 


* bus Edwardi 75 1 ipſorum utrique obſe- 

« quioſus extitit & fide 

«© & plurimum gratioſus, ipſum a ſubſidiis & _— 

« nibus ac aliis oppreſſionibus ws con ue.“ 

MS. oy Bet 4 * 1 «prom 
io des confultus ambiguis; in 

1c ptus, alacer, affabilis; ; nec erat ejus ſterilis, 


nec otioſus ; quem commendabat hudablle verbo · 
«© rum & operum comitatus.”” Traftat. in'Vet. Wall 


Coll. Wint. & Brev. Chron, 


lis; ac populo regni favorabilis | 
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miſes. When he ſaw his two great friends, — "nl 
Edward the Third and the Prince of 
Wales, both together evidently declining 
and dying, and the whole power devolving 
into other hands, he had the courage, ho- 
nour and gratitude, to exert himſelf in 
behalf of thoſe who could not protect him, 
in oppoſition to thoſe who would in all 
probability ſoon have it in their power to 
deſtroy him: and this, as he muſt have 
foreſeen, in effect brought upon him that 
malicious attack of his enemies; which 
ſerved only in the end to ſhew that his in= 
tegrity could ſtand the ſevereſt trial, and 
abide the ſtrifteſt ſcrutiny ; and to produce 
for the ſatisfaction of poſterity thoſe pubs 
lic teſtimonies of his honeſty and uprights 
neſs, which we ſhould otherwiſe have 
wanted. Tis not to be wondered that 
ſuch experience of unmerited perſecution 
ſhould teach him a leſſon of caution, and 
make him ſteady in the practice of it, in 
times of yet greater difficulty; when that 
uniform conduct of prudence and mode- 
ration, which from thenceforth diſtin- 
guiſhes his public character; became equal- 
ly expedient for the ſafety of his King and 
Country, and for his own ſecurity. 4 
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We frequently hear of men, who by the 
force of their genius, by their induſtry, or 
hy their good fortune, have raiſed them- 
ſelves from the loweſt ſtations to the high- 
eſt degree of honour, 'power, and wealth: 
| but how. ſeldom do we meet with thoſe 
| who have made a proper uſe af the advan- 
tages which they have. thus happily acqui- 
red, and conſidered them as depaſited in 
their hands by providence for the general 
benefit of mankind. In this reſpect Wyke- 
ham ſtands an vncomman and almoſt | 
fingular example of generoſity and public 
the meridian of life, he had acquired great 
wealth; andithe remainder of his days he 
employed, not in increaſing it to no rea · 
ſonable end, but in beſtowing it in every 
way that piety, charity, and liberality, 
could deviſe. The latter half of a long hte 
he ſpent in one continued iſcries of gener 
rous actions: and great deſigns, for the 
Zood of his friends, of the poor, and of his 
country. His beneficence was ever vigh 
Jant, active, and perſevering: it was not 
only ready to anſwer when opportunity | 
called, but ſought it out when it did not 
offer itſelf, No man ſeems to have taſted 
J's | more 
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more ſenſibly the pleaſure of doing good; 
and no man had ever a greater ſhare of 
this exquiſite. .6njoyment. » The foundation 
of his Colleges, the principal monuments 
of his munificence, was as well calculated 

for the real uſe of the public, and as/judis 
ciouſly planned, as it was nobly' and ge- 
wee executed. Whatever Wykeham's 
attainments in letters were, he had at leaſt 
the good ſepſeto ſe, that the Clergy, tho 
they” had almoſt | engroſſed the Whole 
learning of that age; yet were very deficient 
in real? and uſeful knowledge: beſides that 
by the particular diſtreſſes of the times, 
and the havoc that ſeveral ſucceſſive plagues 
had made in all ranks of the people; but 
b eſpecially among the Clergy, the Church 
was at a-loſs for a proper ſupply of ſuch as 
nere tolerably quilifled for the perform- 
ance of the common ſervice. It was not 
vanity and oſtentation that ſuggeſted this 

deſign to him; he was prompted to it by 
the notorious exigence of the times, and 
the real demands of the public. The de- 
liberation with which he entered upon it, 
and the conſtant attention with which ki 
5 ba it for above thirty years, Ihewvs 

W ſet his heart upon the ſuo- 
* 2 ceſs 
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ceſs of his undertaking, and how ah 
he endeavoured to ſecure the effectual at- 
tainment of the end propoſed, the promo- 
tion of true piety and learning. In a word, 
as he was in his own time a general bleſ- 
ſing to his Country, in which his bounty 
was freely imparted to every object that 
could come within the reach of his influ- 
ence; ſo the memory of this great man 
merits the univerſal regard of poſterity, as 
of one whoſe pious and munificent deſigns 
were directed to the general good of man- 
kind, and were extended to the 1 
ages. 
5 It is not to 45 wondered, that a man 
who had met with ſuch uncommon ſucces, 
and who had been raiſed from a low con- 
dition of life to the moſt eminent ſtations, 
ſhould in the height of his fortune have 
become an object of envy, and have ex- 
Cited the malice of rivals and enemies. 
Motives of this kind may well be ſuppoſed 
to have had a ſecondary influence in the 
perſecution that was once raiſed ' againſt 
him, and to have blown up the flame that 
faction had firſt kindled. This however 
was but of ſhort continuance, and fell to 
the ground with the political cauſe that 
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gave riſe to it. Wykeham had the hap- 
pineſs, a very uncommon one with fallen 
ſtateſmen, even at the time that he was 
borne down by the power of his enemies, 


ſtill to retain his popularity; and he lived 
many years afterward in an uninterrupted 


poſſeſſion of the love and eſteem of the 
public. But that one of his beneficent 


and amiable character, whoſe generoſity. 


and public ſpirit had been ſo univerſal, and 


was ſtill extended to poſterity, ſhould in 


after ages, and at a time when envy and 


faction are commonly ſilent and extinct, be 


loaded with imputations as falſe and 
groundleſs as they are ſcandalous and ma- 
licious; this muſt be looked upon as a 
lingular hardſhip, and may juſtly raiſe both 
our ſurpriſe and indignation. Yet ſuch 
has been Wykeham's uncommon lot. The 
cauſes and motives which have given birth 
to thoſe imputations, and the means by 
which they have been nurſed up, and ſent 


abroad into the world, though very obſcure, - 


I ſhall here endeavour to trace out, and 
lay before the reader, with as much ex- 


actneſs and perſpicuity as I am able: and 


this inquiry I have choſen to reſerve to 


this place, where without interrupting | 
X 3 other 


— 
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other matters, I might purſue it more mi: 
nutely, in order to _w him the fuller fax 
tisfaction. 5 
The ſole foundation of moſt of the im- 
putations which have prevailed to the diſ- 
advantage of Wykeham's character, and 
which have found place in many of our 
hiſtories, appears to have been a paper con- 
taining ſhort notes relating to ſim. which 
came into the hands of that learned and 
induſtrious enn the famous Mr. 
John Leland, 
A s Leland was very ailigent in collecting 
every thing that was curious relating to 
our hiſtory and antiquities, he tranſcribed 
theſe nates, and entered them in his com- 
mon- place book among ſeveral other tranſ- 
cripts and extracts from different manu- 
ſeripts. A copy of this common- place 
book of Leland, tranſcribed from that in 
his own hand-writing, is extant in the 
Bodleian library: Mr. Hearne has publiſh- 
ed it, and it makes the appendix to the 
fourth volume of Leland's Itinerary: 
That Leland was not the author of theſe 
notes, but that he only took a copy of 


them, and ſet them down in his common- | 


* Wo; is not ay ICs from the 
remaining 
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remaining contents of the book, which con- 
fiſt intirely of tranſcripts from different 
authors, unleſs you will except one copy 
of a letter of his oum; but moreover ap- 
pears evidently from another tranfcript of 
the ſame notes which is preſerved in the 
Cotton Library, and which has a Title 
prefixed giving us the Name of the Author: 
they are called Dr. London's Report. 1 
ſhall here inſert the Report, with the 
Title and and Marginal Remarks added to it, 
as it ſtands in the Cotton Manuſeript; 
ſupplying at the ſame time fuch variations 

of the Bodleian Copy as are material. 

+ MS. Biblioth. Cotton. Julius. C. 6, 
te Doctor KOT his . but not 
© true. 
A WittanWi- x, . William Perote, 48 f 
= —— « Willim [Wikam, = 8 
| «pO £0. Bodl.] becauſe hee 

ewes not « borne at Wikam in — 
 * ſhire, Some ſuppoſe that 
rc - he. was a * d anno 1404.“ 
. [Inſtead 


| N. B. In MS. Cotton. the a. itſelf. the Title, 
and Marginal Notes, are all in the ſame hand-writing ; 
not Leland's, but copied from him, In the beginnin 
of the MS. where the Contents of the whole volume are 
ſet down, the Report is thus intitled: © A ſcandalons 


„ report. . Wickam — of Wincheſter.“ 
X 4 '*T he 
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[Inſtead of -** dno anno 1404.” MS Bod 
hath, ** Perot the Pariſh-clerk a ſon of 
F Wikam.“! “ 

2. Perrot brought up by Mr. Wodale of 


„ Wikam learned gramer, and to writte 


< fayre. 
3. The Conſtable of Wincheſter Caſtle, 
te at that time a great ruler in Hampſhire, | 
« got Perote of * and — him 7 
te his Clerke.” | 
4. [+ Edward the zd coming to Wincheſ- 
te ter Caſtle liked Perot, and took him to 
te ſeryice.” MS. Bodl. This article is omit- 
ted in the Cotton MS. by miſtake of the 
tranſcriber, as it ſeems; the two next ar- 
ticles beginning with the ſame words. 
5. Edward the third underſtanding that 
** Perote had mynd to be preſte, made him 
* firſt perſon of St. Martynes i in London, 
* and Dean of St. Martynes in London, 
* and then Archedeacon of Buckingham. 
6. * Edward the 3 made him Surveiyer 
* of his Buildings, as of Windſore, and 


En Quinboroughe 1 in Kent, and other build- 


"——_ - Es 


The Contents are in a different hand from that of the 
Report, and the reſt of the Volume itſelf. 


7. Then, 
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+, * Then Edward made him berer of 
the privie ſeale, maſter of the Wards and 

f * the Foreſts.” 

8. « Wikam was treſorer for the reve» 
<« nues of France.” 

9. Then he made him biſhope of 

* Wincheſter, chanſelor and Treaſorer of 
« England, as it verye manifeſtlye appear⸗ 
« jthe by writtinge.“ | 
10. “ The Black Prince ſcant favored 
_« Wickam.” 

11, Wickam procured to kepe the Prince 
te jn battaile out of the realme.“ WE i 
12. John of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſ- 

* ter enemye to Wickam.” 
13. Alice Perers, concubine to Ed. 
© ward the 3d, cauſed Wickam to be ba- 
; * niſhed, and then he dwelled 
« in Normandye and Picardye 
"a [about] 7 yeres, ad . the third yet 
« lyvinge.” 

4. Wickam . about the 2 
* yere of Richard the ſecond, of whom he 
„ had a general pardon.” 
| The volume in which theſe notes are 
found in the Cotton Library, conſiſts * like- 


5 See the Contents of it in Smith's s Catalogue of the 
Cotton Library, : | 2 1 


Non credo, wg 


wiſe _ 


E ſubſiſtence to mms s bounty, and had 
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wiſe of Collections relating to our hiſtory, 
mado by the ſame Leland from antient 
authors. Theſe notes then, as they ſtand 
in the Cotton Manuſcript, are ſtill a part 


of Leland's Collections; and by the Title 


and Marginal Remarks here added to them, 


it appears that Leland knew them to be 
Dr. London's, and that he was well ap- 


priſed of their being for the moſt part 


falſe and groundleſs. It Is indeed very 


probable that Leland had them from Dr. 
London, to whom he might apply, as to a 
perſon who by his ſtation: had the beſt op- 


portunity of giving him information, for 


ſome account of Wykeham: and that ha- 
ving received this account from him, which 
one ſo well verſed in our hiſtory muſt im- 


mediately ſee was full of falſities, he not 


only noted the author, but expreſſed his I 


opinion and judgment of his Report in the | | 


title and marginal remarks added to it. 
The reader is by this time ready to in- 
quire who this Dr. London is, and will 


no doubt be ſurpriſed when he is inform- 
ed, that Dr. London, the author and pro- 
pagator of all this ſcandal upon Wyke- 


ham, was one who owed his education and 


hoon 
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the honour of being at the head of the 


principal of his two Societies, being War- 


den of New College in Oxford at the time 


when Leland was employed in making his 


Collections, If it 1s further pag 


with what deſign, and from what motive, 
he could give fo diſhonourable, as well as 
ſo abſurd an account of his great Bene- 


factor, I am wholly at a loſs for an an- 


ſwer to the queſtion, and know not whe- 


ther to charge it to his malice or his igno- 
rance. All I can do towards the clearing 


up of this matter, is to give the hiſtory and 


character of Dr. London, as I find it re- 
corded on good authority; that any one 
that is deſirous of ſatisfying himſelf of the 


degree of credit that is due to his teſtimo- 
ny, may have ſome ground to 80 upon in 


forming his judgment. 


John London was admitted of New Col- 


lege in the year 1505; became L. L. B. in 
1512, and L. L. D. in 1518. He was 
about this time Canon of Vork and Lin- 
coln, and Domeſtic Chaplain to Archbiſhop 


Warham. He was elected Warden of New 


College in 1526; was Vicar of Aberbury, 
(both which laſt preferments he reſigned in 
1542 ) and e of Ga” in the 


e 
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Church of Sarum : afterwards he became 


Canon of Windſor, Dean of Oſney (1542) 
and of the Collegiate Chapel of Waling- 


ford Berks. After the death of Warham | 


in 1532, he inſinuated . himſelf into the 


good graces of Cromwell, and was much 
employed by him in the ſuppreſſion of mo- 

naſteries; he was one of the Viſitors, and 

acted with great zeal in the removing of 

Images and Reliques. After the fall of 
Cromwell he as dexterouſly made his court 
to Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter; and to 
compenſate for what he had done before, 
he made it his buſineſs, in conjunction 
with one Symonds a Lawyer, to procure 


evidence againſt ſeveral perſons in Wind- 
for, who were ſuſpected of favouring the 


Reformation; and he laid his informations | 


before Gardiner ; on which three perſons 
were convicted upon the Six Articles, and 


| burnt. However he and his aſſociate were 
Not ſatisfied with this ſucceſs: their plot- 


was carried ſtill further, and aimed at ſe- 


veral very conſiderable perſons of the 
Court; but was diſcovered before all their 


meaſures were concerted. They were ap- 


prehended, and charged with it ; and being 
put to their oaths denied it, Their own 


— 
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hand- writing was then produced againſt 
them: and being thus convicted of Per- 
jury, they were adjudged to be carried on 
horſe- back through Windſor, Reading, and 
Newbury, with their faces to the horſes 
tails, and then to ſtand in the pillory in the 
ſame places; which was executed accord 
ingly. This diſgrace ſunk fo deep in the | 
heart of Dr. London, that he died ſoon af- : "nn 
ter in the Fleet priſon, in the year 1543. 8 
'Tho' I doubt not but that every one ; "ll 
muſt: be fully ſatisfied, upon the firſt read- 
ing of this Report, of its inaccuracy in ge- 
 neral, and of the apparent falſhood of ma- 
ny particulars in it; and that, with regard 
to ſome points more obſcure and doubtful, 
very little credit will be thought due to an 
author, who has been ſo egregiouſly miſta- 
ken in others, where the truth was ſo ea- 
ily to be found; yet I think it neceſſary 
to enter into a brief examination of the 
ſeveral articles of it, and to point out diſ- 
tinctly what is true, falſe, or doubtful in 
each, with the degree of evidence with which 
the truth or falſhood of the am is 
proved. 


* Fox. A. Wood. Burnet. . © 
| 1. Nothing 


— — — — — — — — — —— — — — 
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1. Nothing can be more certain tha 
that Wykeham's 5 family- name was not 


Perot ; tho Leland himſelf, miſled by this 


Informant, was of that opinion. This au- 


thor does not affirm that he was a Baſtard; 
he only fays, that ſome ſu ppoſe it: bow- 


ever it does not at all appear that jt ever 
was. ſuppoſed by any one, before this inſi- 
nuation of his was publiſhed. It is hard- 

ly worth while to go about to confute ſuch 

a ſurmiſe not ſupported by the leaſt evi- 
dence; it deſerves no other notice than a 
bare denial of the truth of it: but that it | 
is abſolutely falſe is in the higheſt degree 


probable from the account given of his 


Parents, and of the number of his rela- 


tions both by the Father's and the Mother's 


ſide from undoubted authorities. I ſhall 


only add, that if Wykeham was a Baſtard, 
he could not have been admitted to any 


Orders without a Diſpenſation from his 


Dioceſan, nor to Holy Orders without | 
Diſpenſation from the Pope: the former 


muſt have been granted to him by Eding- 


don Biſhop of! Wineheſter before he cr- 


dained him Accolite, and the latter muſt 


have been e to the ſame i * order to 


4 
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Fn xl AS can 3 * ee EEE 3 8 8 


his 


„ ² üNn]iul. i = mm 6s ew a 


=> 
-- "op 


WILLIAM Or WYKEHAM. 319 


his being ordained by him Subdeacon; and 
both would regularly have been entered in 
his Regiſter : yet no traces of any ſuch 
| Diſpenſation in either caſe are to be found 
there. What is added in the Bodleian 
Manuſcript, .**,Perot the Pariſn Clerk's ſon 
1 of W wal 1s of thefamend; mani- 


ther 8 name was At; Perot. ; 3 thats it 
Perot or his Father was Pariſh Clerk. of _ 
Wickham, is neither proved by any evi- 
dence, nor favoured by any tradition. 


differs from all the authors that wrote 
neareſt to Wykeham's time: they mention 
not Wodale, or Uvedale, by name; but 
from their account, and from a tradition 
that ſtill prevails, Uvedale is ſuppoſed to 
have been Wykeham's patron, and to have 
been the ſame perſon with the Conſtable of 
Wincheſter Caſtle. The particular of Ed- 
ward the third's meeting with Wykeham 
firſt at Wincheſter, is deſtitute of proof: 
Archbiſhop Parker ſays, that he was firſt 
made known -to the King at Windſor; 
Which is equally uncertain. The moſt an- 
tient authors only fay, that he was brought 
to _—_— and taken into the King's ſervice. 
his WM. . 8 Out 
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5. Out of the particulars herein men 


tioned two are falſe: he never was Parſon 


of St. Martin's, nor Archdeacon of Buck- 


ingham. 


7, 8, and 9. I find no n of his | 


ever having been Maſter of the Wards, or 
Treaſurer of the Revenues of France ; and 
that he never was Treaſurer of England very 
manifeſtly appeareth by the Public Records. 


10. The contrary to this I think I have 
proved beyond all doubt; and that not on- 
ly by probable arguments and conſequen- 


ces drawn from the circumſtances of the 
| hiſtory of thoſe times, but by direct evi- 
| dence from Records, ſuch as was . to 
be expected in this caſe. 

11. What the Reporter adds in the next 
article is merely an invention of his own, 
drawn by conſequence or conjecture from 
the former; yet wholly improbable, even 
allowing the truth of the former article. 


12. This without any circumſtances 
added of time or occaſion, is very inaccu- | 
rate; ſo that the contrary might be affirmed 


in the ſame manner with equal truth, 
13, and 14. In the two concluding arti- 


dles the Reporter hath betrayed his ex- 


treme — of every thing — 
. f the 
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the ſubject upon which he pretended to 


give information. Any common chronicle 
might have taught him better, and pre- 
vented his running into ſuch groſs errors, 
And yet even in theſe, by paſſing under the 


| reſpectable. name of Leland, he has had 


authority enough to miſlead ſucceeding 


hiſtorians, and has introduced the utmoſt 


confuſion into this part of Wykeham's 
hiſtory, I have evidently and diſtinctiy 
ſhewn, that Wykeham' s troubles were juſt 
of ſeven months continuance; that he was 
abſent from Court, being ordered not to 
come within twenty miles of it, reſiding 
chiefly in the monaſteries of Merton and 
Waverly, juſt two months ; that he was 
reſtored by Edward the third, and that he 
received his pardon from Richard the ſe- 


cond within fix e of his acceſſion to 


the throne. 

Such is the Repert the fellnoods con- 
tained in which, tho' at any time ſo eaſy to 
be detected, yet have in ſome degree crept . 
into moſt of our hiſtories: a remarkable 


proof of the extreme negligence of our hiſ- 


torians, and how little their teſtimony 18 


to be depended upon, where it is not ſup- 


ported by clear and authentic evidence. 
ry ͤ En 


322 THE LIFE OF? 


| To ſtate this caſe in a few words: 
appears from what has been ſaid, that Dr. 


London was the author of the Report; 
that Leland only tranſcribed it that he 


has not given it any mark of his approba- 
tion: on the contrary, it is highly pro- 
bable, that the notes added in the title and 


margin declaring the falſhood and incre- 
dibility of the greateſt part of it, are his. 
And yet merely becauſe it was found a- 


mong his Collections, our Hiſtorians have 
taken it for Leland's own, and have given 


credit to it, and propagated the belief of it, 
under the ſanction of his authority. Hol- 
linſhed ſeems to have led the way in this 
miſtake : he has given in detail all the par- 
ticulars therein mentioned, quoting Leland I 


for them. Others, tho' they have not ad- 
opted the whole, yet have generally been 
led into many errors by the ſame miſtaken 
authority ; and there is hardly any account 
of Wykeham written fince Leland's time, 


| but what has in ſome degree been infected 


with falſhood from the ſame quarter. 


A late anonymous Annotator to a late 
Hiſtorian like wiſe anonymous, in the Col- | 
jection called the Complete Hiſtory of Eng- 

land, has retailed moſt of theſe particulars, 


with 
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with a deſign, as it ſeems, of correcting 
his author, who in his opinion had ſpoken 
too favourably of Wykeham; and has 
added to them the following reflections: 
The reward of good actions is to be 
expected according to the ſincerity of 
the heart. An oſtentation of Charity 
« and the merit of Alms in thoſe days put 
« people on wicked courſes to ſhew their 
* beneficence to the Church and Church- 
® men,—No wonder he raiſed ſuch a 
mighty eſtate in his miniſtry, conſider- 
© ing he lived in fo looſe a Government as 
that of King Richard the Second.” I 
ſhall leave the reader to judge as he ſhall 


Comp. Hiſt. of England, Vol. i. page 291. Mr. 
Hearne having inſinuated that Biſhop Kennett was the 
Author of this Note, the Biſhop in a Letter to Mr. 
Hearne denied that he was the Author, Publiſher, or 
_ * Reviſor of that Volume, or of any Note or Line 
ein it.“ See the Prefaces to Vol. 4*> and 7 of Le- 
land's Itinerary publiſhed by Hearne. ' ©* He had no 
manner of hand in any branch of the two former 
Volumes of Comp. Hiſt. of England,] nor in the 
preface to them, which was written by Mr. Hughes; 
fays the Author of Biſhop Kennett's life, p. 33.—— 
MB. The Author of Comp. Hiſt. of England ſays, 
that Wykeham was one of 'the Ambaſſadors ſent to 
Guiſnes to treat of Queen Iſabel's reſtitution in 1401; 
and that he married Henry the fourth to the Ducheſs 
of Britany in St. Swythin's Church Wincheſter, in Feb. 


+ 1402—3 : neither of which is true. 1 1 
V 


| 
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think proper of che ſpirit with which theſe 
reflections are made, and of the grounds 


upon which they are raiſed. But with re- 


gard to the laſt clauſe, the readers of this 
Hiſtory are to. be reminded, that Wyke- 
ham's miniſtry was under Edward the 


third, in whoſe time his eſtate was raiſed, 


and in whoſe time he conceived the whole 


deſign of his public charities, and began to 
put it in execution; that he bore no place 


of profit under Richard the ſecond, except 


that of Chancellor, ſomething more than 


two years, which was forced upon him; and 


that however looſe this King's Government | 
might be, it was not chargeable upon 


| Wykeham, who had no connection with 
his miniſters and favourites; but on the 
contrary was always applied to, and en- 
truſted by the Parliament, as a fit perſon to 
aſſiſt in the reforming and correcting the 


enormities ſo much ee of in the 


government. „ 


Thus far has Wykeham andeferypdly 


ſuffered in his reputation, through the ma- 
lice and ingratitude, or at leaſt the igno- 


rance and preſumption, of a man, who 


owed every thing to his bounty; a man, 
who. ſeems to have boldly undertaken to 


{ : N inform 
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inform others in a matter of importance, 
in which he appears to have uſed no care 


to inform himſelf; one who was as void of 


all regard to truth, as of reſpec to the me- 


mory of his great benefactor. It is not to 


be wondered, if others, who might be ſup- 
poſed upon any account to be influenced 
by ill-will towards his memory, ſhould 
have taken occaſion from hence to load 
him with infamy, and have endeavoured 


to improve upon this firſt eſſay of calum- 


ny and detraction. 


This has been lately done with a degree 


of virulence that is almoſt without exam- 


ple by one William Bohun of the Middle 


Temple Eſq; who having without any 


juit 


Mr. Bohun had lent a ſum of money to one Combes, 
tic Leſſee of the Manor of Birchanger in Eſſex under 


New College, and ſued odt an Execution againſt him, 


intending to ſeize on Combes's Term in Birchanger, as 
a Chattel, by Sheriff's Writ, for the ſecurity of his debt. 
Combes in the mean time had made an Aſſignment of 
his Leaſe to Euſtace Budgell Eſq; ſo that when the 
Writ came to be executed, Combes had no Property in 


Eſſex, and the Sheriff was forced to return it with the 


Indorſement of Nulla Bona. Mr. Bohun proſecuted the 


Sderiff for non- execution of his Writ, who ſtood a 


Trial, the event of which I know not. | 
The College had confirmed Combes's Aſſignment by 


granting a new Leaſe to Budgell : when in the year 
726 Bohun met the College Progreſs in Eſſex, and 


T3 firſt 
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| houſe, and ought to have protected him during his ſtay 
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juſt cauſe conceived a violent reſentment 
' againſt the Society of New College in Ox. | 


ford, 


firſt expoſtulated with Mr. Pryor, then Fellow of the | 
College and acting upon that occaſion as Deputy Stew- 
ard, on the ſuppoſed injuſtice of their proceedings; al - 
lodging that they had no authority to receive a Sur- 

render, or make a Grant of an Eſtate, while (to uſe his 
own expreſſions) the King's Hands were upon it. Mr. 
Pryor contented himſelf with anſwering, that the Sc- | 


ciety had not acted in that affair without taking due 
advice, and that they were ready to juſtify their con- 
duct, whenever they ſhould be called upon by a proper 
authority, | fo My 
This was all that paſſed in Mr. Pryor's preſence : but 
Dr. Bigg, Warden of the College, ſent for Mr. Bohun 


into the parlour of the houſe where the College Courts 
were held, and there in the preſence of Mr. Budgell, 


and Mr. Coker (then Fellow of the College, and by his 
office attending upon the Warden in his Progreſs), un- 
dertook to reaſon the matter with him calmly and diſ- 
paſſionately in behalf of the Society's proceedings. But 


finding himſelf unable to make any impreſſion on him, 


and high words ariſing between Bohun and Budgell, the 


Warden thought proper to withdraw. Soon after 


Budgell having gradually ſhoved Bohun off the end of 
the bench on which they both ſat, Bohun ſtruck him, 
and the Gentlemen, tho' both armed with Swords, ex- 
erciſed their Canes on each other pretty ſmartly; the 
conſequence of which was victory to Budgell, and 2 
ſevere beating to Bun. 


Bohun on his recovery, not only brought an Action 
againſt Budgell for an Aſſault, but likewiſe ſwore the 


Peace againſt the Warden; alledging, that he was 4 
Canfederate with Bndgell, and aiding and abetting to 
him; fince the Warden had invited Bohun into the 


1n 
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ford, firſt endeavoured, in the impotence of 
his wrath, to revenge himſelf by a vexa- 
tious proſecution commenced againſt the 
perſon of their worthy Governor : but not 
ſatisfied with this, and thinking he could 
give them a blow which would affect them 
more ſenſibly by wounding the reputation 
of their Founder, ſet himſelf to collect 
every thing he could meet with that was 
capable of being repreſented to his diſcre- 
dit, and to improve it with new and hor- 
nble calumnies of his own invention. Be- 
ing a frequent Publiſher, it ſeems, in the 
way of his own Profeſſion, he took care to 
introduce into the next performance which 
he preſented to the world his ſcurrilous 
Libel on the Illuſtrious Dead: and it muſt 
be owned, he has introduced it with ſingu- 
lar propriety; for it comes in by way of 
iluſtration on the ſubject of Wannen . 


in it. The Warden was obliged to end in — at 
Weſtminſter-Hall, and to give Bail for his further ap- 
pearance; but Bohun proceeding no further againſt 
him, the matter, ſo far as concerned the Warden and 
the College, dropped there. | 

This account has been communicated to me by two 
Gentlemen of great honour and integrity, both therein 
mentioned as preſent on the occaſion ; John Coker of 
Biceſter in the Connty of Oxford Eſq; and 1 homas 
Pryor Eſq; Steward of New College Oxford. 


+ Magnatum. 


Magnatum. The Book itſelf is intitled the 
Engliſh Lawyer. As it is not of ſuffi. 


cient note to be eaſily met with by any one 
that ſhall think it worth his while upon 
this occaſion to inquire after it, and as 


would deal fairly by the reader, and lay 
before him the whole charge that this au- 


thor has brought againſt Wykeham, that 


he may be the better able to judge of the 


truth of it, J muſt here trouble him with a 


large extract from it of every thing which 


it contains to that e which 1 18 as 
8 e 3 


_ .* of the Stat. 2. © as to the motives or occaſion 


TS. * of making the Stat. 2. R. 2. 


« was thus In the declining years 


d of King Edward 3. W. Wickham Biſhop 


« of Winchefter, in whom that King in- 


.* tirely confided, had found means to in- 
* troduce his Niece or Siſter (the famed 
Ne. Pierce) to the King's Favour and 
Bed; and by her means had got into 


te the chief management of the Councils 


= 8 and Revenues of the King dom ſo far as 
5 to exclude even the King J "Sons the Black | 


8 London Bro 1732. 
MY rince, 
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« Thequarrel « Prince, and John of Gauut, 
between W. 


ohn * lic affairs. This conduct 
„Gaunt.“ « of Picbbam raiſed high re- 


* Wickham and his party (who were the 
body of the ne 3 Ecclefiaſtics,) 
* and poſſibly might occaſion their favour- 
ing of Wicklief, &c. who then firſt ap- 


« Hierarchy. They both purſued the 
matter with ſo much earneſtneſs as to 


« the King. But before this could be fully 


* being poiſoned by a zealot againſt hereſy 


ee the firſt, ( ham, and Gaunt charges 
'* article of the 


charge 


te the public money, a prodigious ſum, 


for a great part) might well enable him 
* to found and endow his colleges out of 
te the plunder of the _ 


« Wickham ang © from intermeddling in pub- 


« ſentments in the Prince and Gaunt againſt 


r —— 


* peared in oppoſition to the Eccleſiaſtic 
* obtain an order for the removal of 
* Wickham and Alice from the perſon of 
effected the Prince died, ſuſpected of 


* (or one of Alice's agents). However the 
* conteſt went on between Gaunt and Wick- 


int Wickham with embezzling 
« Wickham.” above 1,100,000 pounds of 


above ten millions of our money; and if 
true (as there is good ground to believe 


But 
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Hut this charge by Gaunt againſt 
« The rage and * Wickham, and his favour- 
ec ſcandal of the c ing Wicklief, &c. ſo fi pirited 


tc Prelates a- 


inſt « the rage of the * and 

4 Gaunt,” &« Clergy againſt Gaunt, that 
« their utmoſt malice was employed, and 
* even the pulpit itſelf proſtituted to ſcan- 
« dalize and defame him. Infidel and He- 


ce retic were their ſofter terms: Traytor and 


Rebel were more common: he was ge- 
« nerally repreſented by them as one that 
et affected the kingdom, of which to render 
« him utterly incapable, they ſaid he was a 
* Suppofititious Child, a Baſtard, &c. of 
« which report Wickham was doubtleſs the 
« Promoter, if not the Author. For it was 
« induſtriouſly reported among the Pre- 
ce Jates and Clergy, that Queen 1/abe! had 
« on her death-bed confeſſed to Wickham 
e that Gaunt was the fon of a Flemiſh wo- 
« man, and not the ſon of her or the King. 
But this report was not openly ſpread _ 
« till after the death of King Edward the 
« Third.” - 
te But notwithſtanding. the malice of 
« Wickham and the Clergy prevailed ſome- 
what on the Commons, yet Gaunt found ſo 
te much favour and intereſt among the 
_ — 


5 * Statute paſſed.” « 
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temporal nobility, as upon Edward the 
e Third's death to be conſtituted Protector 
of the young King Richard 3 and 
the kingdom. 
« But Nies . cc Hereupon a new "yeols- 


L conciled, the 0 cution was commenced a- 


« gainſt Vickbam for Forgery, 
« Bribery, Corruption, &c. and new ſcandals 


. were raiſed againſt Gaunt; but in the 


e end, by ſolicitation of the Prelates on 
« olle ſide, and the Temporal Peers on the 
ther, an accommodation paſſed between 
* them; and upon Gaunts dropping the 


proſecution Wickham took his oath in 


ee full Parliament that he was neither the 
« Author, nor would be the Fautor of thoſe - 
« ſcandals; and utterly diſavowed the 
mention of his illegitimacy by Queen 


Jabel: and. urged that the authors of 


te that report had ſcandalized him more 
than they had the Duke; and earneſtly 


| « preſſed, that the authors or ſpreaders of . 


_« thoſe reports might be puniſhed, &c. as 


aa ſcandal thrown on a Right Reverend. 


* Prelate, as well as on a moſt noble Duke. 
* And hereupon was enacted the Sta- 
* tute 2. R. 2. 


« As 
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" e err 5 « As to the Statute 12. R. 2. 
Mie e 1. 4. « I can at preſent ſay little 
«c,2,” e more than that I find Wick. 

te ham was this year again made Chancellor; 


and poſſibly remembring the old quarrel, 
« was willing to ſooth and mollify the 


_ & Duke's diſpoſition towards him. And as 


ee on occaſion he was a moſt artful flatterer, 
e ſo knowing the utmoſt. of the Duke's de- 
« ſires was to have the honour of his birth 
t guarded againſt ſuch a horrid (or horri- 
ble ſcandal, as the Act calls it) and 
« knowing that high dignity without the 
« Duke's favour would but rip up old 
* wounds, he therefore anticipates the 
* Duke's wiſhes, and procures the Act of 
« 12R.2. almoſt in the ſame terms as the 
« former, with a further puniſhment. (beſides 
_«« impriſonment) by the advice of the ( King 
* or Kingdom's) Council.“ 

I have but briefly hinted at ſome few 
8 things i in Wickham's ſtory, which, were 
« the whole enlarged as it might, would 
* prove that Prelate to have a genius far 
ſuperior to any modern Biſhop, Chancel- 
&« for, or Lord Tyeaſurer, who had the art 
« and addreſs during eight or ten years of 
« a profound Peace, not only to ſcreen the 

ö 
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« whole revenues of the kingdom through 
« his own fingers ; or, as the articles ſay, 


« had the whole diſpoſal of the King's mo- 
« ney. both here and beyond ſea, with all 


the ſubſidies and aids both great and 
« ſmall; but alſo the price paid for the re- 


« demption of the two Kings of France 


and Scotland with the money given by. 
« the inhabitants of Burgundy to redeem 
6 their country from military execution; 


« as alſo 100,000 franks from the Duke of 
« Millatn, with preſents and gifts from 


« other Princes ; ſo that from 26 Nov. 35 


Ed., 3. to 43 of that reign, the money 
« computed to be heaped up by him, a- 
mounted to 1,109,600 J. Which vaſt ſum 
« this Prelate is charged to have received, 
«and yet tho' in time of peace, both the 


* King and Kingdom by his artful ma- 


nagement was run in debt; of which he 


_ « acquitted. himſelf, by rendring himſelf. 


c unaccountable ; and at length (when 


Chancellor) acquitted himſelf by paſſing 


* his own pardon, &c.” _ 
Thus far our author in his Engliſh 


Lawyer: but being ſenſible that his malice - 


was like to prove very innocent, and would 
be in a great meaſure loſt, while it lay hid 
. 5 in 
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in his own obſcure volume, he took the 


firſt opportunity that offered itſelf, tho it 
was many years firſt, of publiſhing his li- 


bel more effectually, by tacking it on to a 
work of ſome credit, and that would be 


more generally read. The vehicle that he 
made uſe of for this purpoſe was Nathaniel 
Bacon's Hiſtorical and Political Diſcourſe 


of the Laws and Government of England. 
A new edition of this book was publiſhed 
in the year 1739. The Bookſellers who 


were engaged in it employed Mr. Bohun 
to correct the preſs. What elſe he under- 


took I know. not; but this is the whole 
that he has performed to give him a claim 
to the title of Editor, except that he has 


added a very few notes ſcattered here and 


there in the margin, containing hardly any 


thing beſide the foregoing calumnies a- 
gainſt Wykeham drawn into a narrower 


compaſs, and introduced as occaſion beſt 
ferved. The notes relating to Wykeham, 
(and they are by much the greateſt part of 
the whole) are as follows. 

Bacon's Diſcourſe, page 4. (ſpeaking of 


: Ed. 3.)—*< to die in his minority under 


« the rule of a woman of none of the beſt | 


fame.“ Marginal note, i. e. Alice Piers 


« W. Wick- 
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W. Wickham's niece, or &c. and by him 
« Jaid in the King's boſom. 
bid. p. 5.— che Duke of Lancaſter 
engaged with the Wicclifiſts.”} Note, 
This induced the Eccleſiaſtics (eſpeciall/7 
0 Wickham, Sc.) to publiſh moſt mali- 
« cious ſcandals againſt — which oc- 
« caſioned the ſeveral ſtatutes De wag 
„lis Magnatum, 5. & 10. R. 2. 
Ibid. p. 37. Stat. 2. cap. 5. Rich 1. 2. 
« to apprehend heretics.“] * Note, This 


« pretended ſtatute ſeems to have been 


formed by the artifice of Biſhop Wick - 
ham (then Chancellor) and by him ſhuf- 
e fled in amongſt the rolls of Parliament. 
« See the complaint of the Commons infa. 
bid. p. 66.—* a law, that all ſuch as 
« publiſhed ſach fa/ſe news, to ſow ſtrife 
between great men,” —with reference to 
«2R.2.c.6. & 12 R.2. c.11.] Note, 
« Theſe ſtatutes were made on occaſion of 
* a quarrel] between William Wickham 
* Biſhop of Wincheſter and John of Gaunt, 
* who had been ſcandaloufly reflected on 
« by Wickham and his Clergy, even in 
© their pulpits. See Wickham's Life.“ 
Tho' after what I have already written 
upon this ſubject, the bare reporting of ſo 
| . groundleſs, 


. 
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groundleſs, ſo malicious, and ſo abſurd 8 
collection of ſlander, would be a ſufficient 


confutation of it, yet I ſhall take the trou- 


ble of reviewing it, and examining the ſe. 
veral particulars which it contains, in order 
to ſet the truth in the cleareſt and fulleſt 
light that my materials will enable me 
to do. 

Jo conſider in the firſt place the — 


of Wykeham's connexion with Alice Per- 


rers. This Lady was Maid of Honour to 


Edward the Third's Queen Philippa: 
whoever the perſon was that recommended 
her to the Queen's ſervice he might perhaps 
act very rightly and commendably in ſo 
doing, and could not be anſwerable for the 


conſequences. In this ſtation ſhe could not 


eſcape the King's notice, nor would ſhe 


ſtand in need of any other recommenda- 
tion to his favour, beſide that of her own 


beauty and accompliſhments. Mr. Bohun 
ſays, the was introduced to the King in his 


declining years ; Bacon calls it his minority, 
meaning I ſuppoſe his dotage : in this they 


are both miſtaken, as indeed are all our 


late Hiſtorians. The truth of the matter 


zs, that Alice Perrers had gained the King's 


2 graces above ten years at leaſt before 
| 0 
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he died. How much earlier the date of his 
affection for her ought to be placed, I can- 


not fay;. but from the beginning of the prep 


forty. firſt year of his. reign, when he was 
not a very old man, and far from a 
dotard, even our Records themſelves carry 
evident proofs of it. Her intereſt in the 
King was by this time throughly eſtabliſh- 
ed; for from henceforward to the end of 
his reign there hardly paſſed any yea; in 
which ſhe did not obtain very conſiderable 
grants from the Crown. Mr. Bohun is 
pleaſed to ſay, that ſhe was © introduced to 
« the King“ s favour and bed,” and after- 


wards improving upon his expreſſion, that 


ſhe was laid in the King's boſom, by 
Wykeham.“ A bare aſſertion of his, of 
ſuch a nature, for which he produces no 
voucher, and for which he could not poſ- 
ſibly have any to produce, would be pro- 
perly anſwered, and ſufficiently refuted by | 
a bare denial. | But we need not reſt the 
matter upon this iſſue: we may ap- 
peal to hiſtory for the determination of it. 
We have the concurrent teſtimony of hiſ- 
torians to prove, that Wykeham was ba- 
niſhed from Court, and ſtripped of his 
tem poralities, oF, the united influence of 
2 Alice 
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Alice Perrers and the Duke of Lancaſter : 
they give not the leaſt intimation of his 
having gotten into the chief management 
of the councils and revenues of the king- 
dom by the means of Alice Perrers ; on the 


contrary they give a very different account 


of his rife, and aſcribe it to other cauſes, 
and thofe wholly of another kind. I have 
already pr roved from unqueſtionable autho- 
rites, that Alice Perrers was at one time 
Wykeham's avowed and bitter enemy: 
hiſtory affords not the leaſt colour of proof, 
that there ever ſubſiſted between them any 
3; "gs connexion of friendſhip. 

But ſays Mr. Bohun, „Alice Perrers 
« was Wykeham's niece, or ſiſter;“ and 
afterwards, that he might allow full ſcope 
to the invention of any other forger of ca- 
lumny that might ſucceed him, © his niece, 
or, Sc.“ He is doubtful of the relation, 
thinks it beſt to abide by that of niece, as 
moſt probable, but is rather willing to have 
it thought ſome other, in the preſent cate, 

or in its general nature, more infamous. 
This particular of Alice Perrers being 


Wykeham's near relation, is a circumſtance 


which he has laid hold of and improved 


a from a mere ſur miſe of Archbiſhop Par ker, 
| which 


We; - 


— 
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which the Archbiſhop indeed expreſſes with 
much doubt and heſitation. * Inter que 
« legata (ſays he, ſpeaking of Wykeham's 
« will) 100 J. Aliciæ Perot conſangumesz 
« ſuæ conceduntur ; quæ an eadem fyerit 
quam Aliciam Perres hiſtoriographi : 
"5 nuncupant, cujus ut diximus gratia Re- 
gi regonciliatus fuerit, incertum eſt.” 
The Archbiſhop in ſame other inſtances 
has not treated Wykeham with that can- - 
dor, which belonged to his own character, 
and was due to Wykeham's. What he 
ſays of the extreme lownels and ſervile con- 
dition of his birth, of his total deficiency 
in learning, of his recovering his tempora- 
 lities by bribing Alice Perrers, (which, by 
the way, one would think was a method 
he needed not to have had recourſe to, had 
| ſhe been his near relation) are of this kind; 
founded on no ſufficient proof, and indeed 
for the moſt part deſtitute of probability ; 
as I have already ſhewn. Vir ſemper . 
* trugi fuit, atque \pla parſimonia queſtum 
c fecit maximum.” This, though it may 
be interpreted ; in a favourable ſenſe and as 
a commendation, yet ſurely belongs not to 
the portrait which he is drawing; it hears 
5 * Britan. ad an. 1376. 8 
2 1 1 
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no reſemblance to the e and 
generous Wykeham, whoſe life was one 
continued courſe of liberality and muni- 
ficence. As to the Archbiſhop's conjecture 
above mentioned, it is fo deſtitute of all 
proper foundation, that it would hardly be 


worth conſidering, was it not that his au- 


_ may poſſibly give ſome weight to 

It appears to be wholly built on the 
fmilitade of names; and that too very 
ſight and imperfect. The chriſtian name 
1s indeed the ſame: but it muſt be obſer- 
ved, that Alice was a name very much in 


vogue in that age, and perhaps the moſt 


common female name of any whatever. I 
remember to have obſerved in Wykeham's 
_ regiſter a liſt of nuns, near half of whom 
(five out of twelve, if I miſtake not) were A- 
lices. Nothing therefore can be concluded 
from hence. As for the ſurnames ; Perrers 


is expreſſed in the records with much varia- 
tion; it is alſo written Perers, Perreres, and 


de Pereris : but the name of Wykeham's 
niece, which likewiſe occurs in many records 
of unqueſtionable authority, is, in all that I 
have ſeen, invariably Perot; very different in 


orthography from the former, which way ſo- 


ever written, and not at all ike it in ſound. 
80 
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the names at firſt ſight are very little alike ; 
and when you come to examine them, they 
plainly appear to be quite different. Here 
15 no room for an argument, or even for a 


of ſimilitude of names, that the Biſhop's 
couſin John Wykeham and the famous 
john Wykliff were one and the ſame 
perſons % th 
This is enough to ſatisfy any one that is 
not poſſeſſed with the ſame ſpirit with Mr. 


Alice Perot were two different perſons. 
Perrers was the family name of the former 
Alice : ſhe * continued unmarried till after 


Mr. Carte, who, after the example of Barnes un- 
dertakes the defence of this Lady's honour, is miſtaken 
in affirming, that ſhe was actually married to Sir Wil- 
lam Wyndeſore in Edward the Third's time; which is 


not married to him till after the firſt Parliament of 
Richard the Second is plain from hence, that hitherto 
ſhe is called in the Parliament Rolls Alice Perrers; af - 
terwards, Alice the wife of Sir William de Wyndeſore, 


— 


1 | As 


80 that the true ſtate of the caſe is this: 


conjecture : I might juſt as well ſuppoſe, 
or go about to prove by the ſame medium 


 Bohun. However it will be eaſy to de- 
monſtrate by matter of fact and the hiſtory _ 
of each of them, that Alice Perrers and 


the 


his principal argument in her favour. That ſhe was 


lite called Alice Perrers. Rat. Parl. 2 R. 2. and 8 R. 2. 
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the firſt Parliament of Richard the Second, 
when ſhe became the wife of Sir William 


de Wyndeſore, who had been Lieutenant 
of Ireland in the end of Edward the Thirds 
time, and in whoſe behalf ſne had influ- 
enced the King to reverſe an order of 
Council, which was one of the articles of 


the charge brought againſt her in Parlia- 


ment. Sir William de Wyndeſore died * 
in the, year 1384, leaving no iſſue by her: 
ſhe lived and continued a widow, till the 
latter end of Richard the Second's time *; 
after which we hear no more of her. The 
family name of the other Alice, the 
daughter of Agnes, Wykeham's ſiſter, was 
Chawmpeneys: ſhe was married to Wil- 
liam Perot ſome years before the death of 
As alſo in the following Record Bona Aliciæ ux0- 
„ ris dilecti noſtri Wilhelmi de Wyndeſore Chivaler no- 
bis forisfacta virtute judicii contra prædict. Aliciam 


. * per nomen Aliciæ Perrers in Parl. an. reg. 1. — 


MS. Rymer. R. 2. vol. 2. Ne 139. 5 
5 The probate of the will of Sir William Wynde- 
ſore is dated Sep. 19, 1384. His will is nuncupative; 
he does not ſo much as mention his wife in it, whoſe 
eſtates, I ſuꝑpoſe, had been ſecured to her before; 
and only makes ſome bequeſts to his brothers; from 
whence I conclude he had no iſſue. Regiſtr. Wykeham. 
part 3. b. fol, 62. 1 | : 
See Cotton's Abridgment, 21 R. 2. 
7 See Appendix, No I. III. IV. & XVIII. 
Edward 
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Edward the Third; for John the youngeſt 
of her three ſons was admitted Fellow of 
New College Oxford in the year 1395; and 
ſo was born probably about the end of 
Edward the Third's, or the beginning of 
Richard the Second's reign: and her el- 
deſt ſon William was married in the year 
1396, with the Biſhop's approbation, and 
was at leaſt of full age, probably ſome 
years above. She and her huſband Wil- 
liam Perot were both alive, and appeared 
in the Court of King's Bench in the eleventh 
year of Henry the Fourth. All which par- 
ticulars of undoubted matter of fact being 
laid together and compared, it appears to 
be utterly impoſſible, that the ſaid two 
Alices, even though their ſurnames were 
really the lame, could be one and the ſame 
perſon. 
S8o much for Archbiſhop Parker's con- 
jecture, which Mr. Bohun has made ſuch 
good uſe of. In the remaining part of the 
ſame paragraph, he has confounded all 


hiſtory; he has united the Prince of |. | 


Wales and Duke of Lancaſter in oppoſi- 
tion to Wykeham and Alice Faden, 5 
whereas it was the Prince of Wales and 
Wykeham againſt the Duke of Lancaſter 

Z 4 RE 


3% THE LIFE OF 


and Alice Perrers : he makes the Prince of 
Wales one of Wickliff's favourers, thou gh 
he died almoſt a year before Wicklif's 

affair came in queſtion: he ſays, that 
Wykeham and Alice Perrers were removed 
from Court together, whereas it is certain 
that Wykeham was removed in conſequence | 
of Alice Perrers being reinſtated in her 
power there. But before the removal 


* of Wykeham and Alice could be effect- 
te ed,” (it was not before the actual remo- 
val of Alice; it was before the removal of 


Wykeham was attempted or thought of) 
e the Prince of Wales died, ſuſpected of 
being poiſoned by a zealot againſt here- 
« ſy, or one of Alice's agents.” Though 


Wykeham never diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a 


zealot againſt hereſy, nor was ever before 
ſuſpected of being one of Alice's agents, yet 
every one ſees that this impudent inſinua- 
tion is aimed at him. But the abſurdity of 
this writer is equal even to his malice, and 
oye happily counterworks the effects of 

Beſides that there never was any ſuſ- 
picion of the Prince of Wales's being poi- 
ſoned, it is notorious, that he was ſeized 


with the diſeaſe which irrecoverably de- 


ſtroyed his conſtitution, in his expedition 


into | 
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into Spain, ten years before his death: 
that he did not return to England till three 


or four years after that expedition, when 
he was quite diſabled from attending to 
his affairs in Acquitaine, and his caſe was 
in a manner deſperate: that in England, 


except that in the year after his return he 
ſeemed to be for a little while ſomewhat 


better, his diſtemper gradually increaſed, 
and, though later than was expected, 
brought him at length to his grave. Would 
this libeller ſuppoſe that one of Alice's a- 


gents poiſoned the Prince ſo long before in 
Spain? or at laſt, and at home, when he 


was otherwiſe viſibly dying? Why ſhould 


we ſuppoſe it done by a zealot againſt 
| hereſy, when the Prince was never in the 


leaſt ſuſpected of favouring heretics? But 
the reader muſt by this time think that I 
preſume too much on his patience in ſup- 
poſing that he will accompany me in an 


examination in detail of ſuch an incoherent 
collection of falſhood and flander. For 


what remains therefore, relating to the ac- 


cuſation brought againſt Wykeham by the 
Duke of Lancaſter. at the end of Edward 


the Third's reign, and the report of the 


Queen's confeſſion to him upon her death- 


bed, 
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bed, I ſhall refer him to what I have al- 


ready ſaid upon thoſe heads; and ſhall on- 
ly add in brief, that Mr. Bohun, not 


writing from hiſtory, where he knew that 
what he wanted could not be found, but 
from his own head, miſtakes Queen Ifabel 
Edward the Third's mother for Queen 
Philippa his wife: that what he ſays of 


the Prelates and the Clergy, or Wykeham 


and his Clergy's, proſtituting their pulpits 


to defame the Duke of Lancaſter, is purely 


an invention of his own: and that the 
next three paragraphs are of the ſame 
kind, utterly deſtitute of all manner of 
foundation, and contain not ſo much as 


one word of truth. The Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter was never conſtituted Protector of the 


King and kingdom; no new proſecution 
was ever commenced againſt Wykeham; 
no one circumſtance of all that he relates 


in conſequence of it ever exiſted; Wyke- 


ham was not Chancellor in the Parliament 
of the twelfth year of Richard the Second, 
nor in the firſt year of the ſame reign, 


hen his pardon was paſſed; nor kad ei- 


ther of the Acts of Parliament, which he 
has made * chief ground - work of his 
5 ſlanders 
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ſlanders upon Wykeham, any the leaſt re- 


lation to ham or his affairs. 
Thus much may fully ſuffice for the 


Engliſh Lawyer: but we have not yet 


quite done with the Annotator on Bacon. 
Not content with having in his firſt per- 
formance accuſed Wykeham of being pan- 
dar to the King ; of proſtituting his own 


niece, or ſiſter, or &c; of poiſoning the 


Prince of Wales; all monſtrous calum- 
nies of his own diabolical invention, which 


one would have thought muſt have been 


by this time exhauſted ; he has now ano- 
ther charge to bring againſt him, and that 


of no leſs a crime than forging an Act of | 


Parliament. This pretended Statute' 
(Stat. 2. chap. 5. 5 R. 2. againſt heretics) 


c ſeems to have been formed by the arti- 

_ © fice of Biſhop Wykeham, then Chancel- 
lor, and by him ſhuffled in amongſt the 
Rolls of Parliament.” He makes no 


ſeruple of grounding an accuſation of the 
moſt flagitious crime upon the ſlighteſt 


ſurmiſe. You te the whole force of the 5 
proof ariſes from that one circumſtance of 


Wykeham's bein g then Chancellor. But 


could any one imagine that the man could 
poſſibly have the impudence to ſay this, 
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The Parliament of 5 R 
Feb. 25, 1381-2. Wake, 5 of the Church, pag. 
313. The writ to the Sheriff for proclamation of the 
Acts of that Parliament, and of this Statute among the 
reſt, is dated May: 26. following. Stat. at large. Bray- 
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when 50 muſt know that his reader would 
find by the firſt chronicle he turned to, 


that Wykeham was not Chancellor within 
ſeven years of this time? I ſhall not enter 


into a diſcuſſion of this affair, ſince it no- 


wiſe concerns Wykeham. Our author 


borrowed the accuſation of Lord Coke; he 


has only by a ſmall flight of hand transfer- 
red it from one perſon to another. Lord ³ 


Coke * charges the inrolling of this Statute, 


as a fraud, on Braybroke Biſhop of Lon- 
don, whom he ſuppoſes to have been at 
that time Chancellor: but a late ? worthy 
ſucceſſor of his in that ſee has very well de- 


fended him againſt this imputation, upon 


the ſuppoſition that he was indeed then 
Chancellor; whereas in truth Braybroke 
Was not then Chancellor, but Richard Le 


Scrope a Layman. 
I have now fairly laid before the * 


every thing that I can find, rac: has been 


3 loft. cap. 5. 
See Biſhop Gibſon's e 


99 
2 its ſeſſion on 


broke did not receive the Great Seal till September 20. 
afterward. Rymer, Fœdera, vol. 7. P. 368 


* 
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at any time alledged to the diſcredit of 
Wykeham: much of it of that ſort, which 
nothing but the obſcurity, in which all 
private and perſonal hiſtory of thoſe times 
lies involved, and the confidence, that any 
charge of this kind boldly affirmed would 
not eaſily admit of a direct confutation, 
could have encouraged the moſt determined 
malice to utter. But notwithſtanding 
theſe diſadvantages, I hope I have ſet every 
thing material in ſo clear a light as to 
leave no room for doubt in any unprejudi- 
ced mind : it would have been enough, to 
have ſhewn, that theſe allegations are all 
deſtitute of proof ; I think I have demon- 
ſtrated their falſity. I ſhall only add, that 
from the experience which I have had in 
my inquiries into this ſubject I am fully 
perſuaded, that the reputation and charac- 
ter of Wykeham will always gain by being 
accurately examined and fully laid open; 
that whatever new diſcoveries may be made 
in the general hiſtory of his time, or what- 
ever unexpected lights may be thrown upon 
his particular affairs, they will all tend to ad- 
vance his honour, and that nothing but evi- 
dence and truth is required to ſet forth his 
life and actions to the greateſt advantage. 
Ar N- 
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END IX. 
N. L 
* Veter Regiſtro Coll. Winton. 


Domini Wyhelmi Wykeham Epiſcopi W 
ton & fundatoris iſtius Collegii, deſponſata 
fuit Johanni Archemore, ex quibus proceſſerunt trede- 


cim filiz, quarum una vocabatur Emma mater Johannz 


Warner & Wilhelmi Carpenter. 


Altera vocabatur Margeria, mater Edithæ Rynge- 
borne & Iſabellæ Mavyle & Johannis Rokle. 


Altera vocabatur Alicia, mater Roberti Mavyle de 
Strata Hyde Wynt. 


Altera vocabatur Matilda, ex qua proceſſit Agnes ad- 


huc vivens in Weſt-Stratton, ex qua proceſſit Johanna 


deſponſata Johanni Bolne in Com. Suſſex. | 
Altera vocabatur Johanna, mater Zelotæ que mora- 

batur apud Weſtmeone. | 

Agnes Chawmpeneys, ſoror Domini Wilhelmi Wyke- 

| ham fundatoris noſtri, fuit mater Aliciæ Perott, * 

Alicia fuit mater Thomæ Wykeham Militis. 


Item ſecundum quoſdam Wilhelmus Stratton pro- 


creavit de Amicia Stratton, filia Domini de Stratton 
juxta Selborne, quatuor filios, Ricardum, Stephanum, 
Robertum, & Johannem, qui obierunt fine liberis; ac 
etiam tres filias, ſcil. Aliciam, Julianam, & Alienoram. 


Aliciam duxit Wilhelmus Bowade in uxorem, de qua 


habuit filiam nomine Sibillam, quam Johannes Longe 
dunxit in uxorem, ex qua procreavit filium nomine Wil- 


helmum Epiſcopum Wint. & filiam nomine Agnetem, 
quæ Agnes habuit filiam nomine Aliciam quam Wilhel- 


mus Perott duxit in uxorem, ex qua procreavit tres fi- 
lios, Wilhelmum, Johannem, & Thomam, mortuos 
nunc; qui 1 vocabatur Wykeham Miles, & duxit 

1 * 2 "ll 
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in uxorem fillam Wilhelmi Wylkecys Armig. de qua 
procreavit filios & filias . N | 
-  Julianam Amitam matris Fundatoris duxit Ricardus 
Boteſle in uxorem, de qua habuit filiam nomine Em- 
mam, quam Ricardus Benet duxit in uxorem, de qua 
habuit filium nomine Ricardum. a: 3 
Alienoram Amitam matris Fundatoris duxit in uxo- 

rem Ricardus Kerſwell de Stokebrigg, de qua procrea- 
vit filiam nomine Elizabetham, quam Rog. Goryng de 
Sarum duxit in uxorem, de qua habuit filiam nomine 
Johannam. | 555 „ 

Item ſecundum alios Johannes Longe pater Fundato- 
ris habuit fratrem nomine Henricum Aas, qui Henricus 
Aas habuit tres filios, Wilhelmum, Ricardum, & Radul- 
phum : Radulphus iſte habuit filium nomine Wilhel- 
mum, & tres filias, s. Feliciam olim Abbatiſſam de 
Romeſeye. | | an Fn 


Ex Originali in Archivis Coll. Wint. 


AC indentura facta inter Reverendum in Chriſto 
II Patrem & Dominum Dominum Wilhelmum de 
Wikeham permiſſione divina Epiſcopum Wynton. ex par- 
te una, & Nicholaum de Wikeham, Archidiaconum 
Wiltes, Johannem de Wikeham Perſonam Eccleſiæ de 
Crundale, Johannem de Campeden, & Wilhelmum 
Ryngeborne, ex parte altera, teſtatur quod dicti Nicho- 
laus & Johannes de Wikeham, Johannes de Campeden, 
& Wilhelmus Ryngeborne, per præſentes conceſſerunt & 
dimiſerunt dicto Domino Epiſcopo maneria ſua de 
Burnham & Brene in Com. Somerſ. cum omnibus ſuis 
pertinent. habendum & tenendum difta maneria eidem 
Domino Epiſcopo ad totam vitam ſuam: ita quod poſt 
mortem dicti Domini Epiſcopi, prædicta maneria de 
Burnham & Brene cum ſuis pertinent. integra remane- 
ant Wilhelmo Wikeham conſanguineo dicti Domini E- 
piſcopi & Aliciæ Uvedale, & hæredibus maſculis de cor- 
pore ipſius Wilhelmi conſanguinei legitime — 
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Ita quod fi contingat dictum Wilhelmum Wikeham 
conſanguineum dicti Domini Epiſcopi ſine hærede maſ- 
culo de corpore ſuo legitime procreato obire, quod ex 
tunc poſt mortem difte Aliciæ dicta maneria cum omni- 
bus ſuis pertinent. integra remaneant Thomæ Wikeham 
fratri ejuſdem Wilhelmi conſanguinei & hæredibus maſ- 
culis ipſius Thome de corpore ſuo legitime procreatis : 
Et ſi contingat quod idem Thomas frater Wilhelmi ob- 
ierit ſine hærede maſculo de corpore ſuo legitime pro- 
creato, tunc poſt deceſſum ipſius Thomæ prædicta ma- 
neria cum pertinent. integre remaneant Johanni de 
Wikeham fratri ejuſdem Thotne fratris Wilhelmi, & 
hzredibus maſculis de corpore ſuo procreatis : Et fi 
contingat quod idem Johannes Wikeham obierit ſine 
hærede maſculo de corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt de- 
ceſſum ĩpſius Johannis dicta maneria cum pertinent. in · 
tegre remaneant hæredibus prædicti Wilhelmi confan- 
prinei de corpore ſuo procreatis: Et fi nullus hefes de 
corpore ipſius Wilhelmi conſanguinei fuerit procreatus, 
tunc prædicta maneria cum pertinent. integre remane- 
ant hæredibus prædicti Thome Wikeham de corpore 
ſuo procreatis: Et fi nullus hæres de corpore ipſis 
Thomæ fuerit procreatus, tunc prædicta maneria cum 
pertinent. integre remaneant hæredibus prædicti Jo- 
hannis Wykeham de corpore ſuo procreatis: Et fi 
nullus heres de corpore ipſius Johannis fuerit procre - 
atus, tune prædicta maneria cum pertinent. integre re · 
maneant Thome Warenner & Johannæ uxori ejus, & 
hæredibus maſculis ipſius Johannæ de corpore ſuo pro- 
creatis: Et ſi contingat quod eadem Johanna obierit ſi - 
ne hærede maſculo de corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt 
deceſſum ipſorum Thome Warenner & Johannæ præ- 

dicta maneria cum pertinent. remaneant Wilhelmo 
Reyngeborne & Edithæ uxori ejus, & hæredibus maſ- 
culis ipſius Edithæ de corpore ſuo procreatis: Et fi 
contingat quod eadem Editha obierit fine hærede maſcu- 
bo de corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt deceſſum ipſorum 
Wilhelmi Ryngeborne & Edithæ, prædicta maneria 

cum pertinent. integre remaneant Agneti uxori nuper 
Guidonis Ayno, & heredibus maſculis ipſius gs 
- e A'S! 7 
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34 A P P E N D I X. 
de corpore ſuo procreatis : Et fi contingat quod eadem Wi 
Agnes obierit ſine hærede maſculo de corpore ſuo pro- 
creato, tunc poſt deceſſum dictæ Agnetis ſine exitu hu- Wi 
juſmodi, prædicta maneria cum pertinent. iutegre re- 
maneant Wilhelmo Maviell & Iſabellæ uxori ejus, K 


hzredibus maſculis ipſius Iſabelle: Et fi contingat 
quad eadem Iſabella obierit ſine hærede maſculo de 
corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt deceſſum ipſorum Wil- 


helmi Maviell & Iſabellæ prædicta maneria cum perti- 


nent. integre remaneant Johanni Beneyt de Bottele & 
hæredibus maſculis de corpore ſuo procreatis: Et ſi 


contingat quod idem Johannes Beneyt obierit ſine hæ - % 
rede maſculo de corpore ſuo procreato, tunc poſt de- 


ceſſum ipſius Johannis prædicta maneria cum pertinent. 
integre remaneant hæredibus prædictæ Johannz de 


corpore ſuo procreatis : Et fi nullus heres de corpore 
ipſius Johannæ fuerit procreatus, tunc predifta mane- Wi 
ria cum pertinent. integre remaneant hæredibus prz- 
dictæ Edithæ de corpore ſuo procreatis ; Et fi nullus 
| heres de corpore ipſius Edithæ fuerit procreatus, tunc i 


prædicta maneria cum ſuis pertinent. integre remaneant 
hzredibus prædictæ Agnetis de corpore ſuo procreatis: 


Et fi nullus heres de corpore ipſius Agnetis fuerit pro- 


creatus, tunc prædicta maneria cum ſuis pertinent. in- 
tegre remaneant hæredibus prædictæ Iſabelle de corpo- 
re ſuo procreatis: Et 6 nullus hæres de corpore ip- 
ſius Iſabellæ fuerit procreatus, tunc prædicta maueria 
cum ſuis pertinent. integre remaneant hæredibus pre- 
dicti Johannis Beneyt de corpore ſuo procreatis: Et fi 
nullus hæres de corpore ipſius Johannis Beneyt fuerit 
procreatus, tunc prædicta maneria cum ſuis pertinent. 


integre remaneant rectis hæredibus dicti Domini Epiſ- 


copi in perpetuum. Proviſo ſemper quod fi ſponſalia 
inter dictos Wilhelmum Wikeham conſanguineum & 
Aliciam Uvedale non celebrentur citra feſtum Sancti 


Michaelis Archangeli proximum futurum, quod ex- 
tunc bene ligeat dictis, Nicholao de Wikeham, Johan- 


ni de Wikeham, Johanni de Campeden, & Wilhelmo 
Ryngeborne, difta maneria cum ſuis pertinent. rein- 
trare & in priſtino ſtatu eorum retinere W 
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In cujus rei teſtimonium hiis indenturis partes preditte 


ſigilla ſua alternatim appoſuerunt. Dat. primo die Ju- 
i anno regni Regis Ricardi Secundi viceſimo.  _,_ 


Nicholaus — Johannes Wilhelmus 
Wykeham ykeham Campedene Ringeburne 
Ls Be OY TW 7  J'De;4 


III. 


E Libro H, Coll. Wint. Fol. 157. 


PLaciTA apud Weſtm. coram Wilhelmo Thirn 8 
ſoc. ſuis Juſticiariis Domini Regis de Banco, 
Hillar. anno Reg. Hen. Quarti poſt Conq. undecimo. 


——Et predictus cuſtos [Coll. Wint ] dicit quod quon- 
dam Wilhelmus de Wykeham, nuper Epiſcopus Wynt. 
conſanguineus prædictæ Aliciz Perot, videlicet frater 
Apnetis matris ipſius Aliciz cujus heres ipſa eſt, nuper 
fuit ſeiſitus de prædicto manerio [de Elyng "Hes 
dedit, conceſſit, & carta ſua Er Cuſtodi & 
cholaribus ejuſdem Collegii prædictum manerium ——- 

& petit quod dicti Wilhelmus Perot & Alicia prædictum 
manerium de Elynge cum pertinentibus eidem Cuſtodi 
ex cauſa prædicta warentizent, &c. Et prædictus Wil- 
helmus Perot & Alicia non poſſunt dedicere——quin ea- 
dem Alicia fit conſanguinea & heres Ipſius Epiſcopi in 
forma prædicta, & gratis præfato Cuſtodi prædictum 
nanerium de Elynge cum pertinentibus virtute cartæ 
prædictæ warentizant. 4 | 


N* IV. 


E Finalibus Recordis in Communi Banco de termino 
Trinitatis 20 R. 2. Citat, a T. Martin. in vita Gul. 
. lib. 1, aps... |. 


c eſt finalis concordia facta l in curia Domini Re- 1 
gis, &c. in octabis Sanctæ Trinitatis anno regni - | 
A di Regis viceſimo, coram Wilhelmo 'Thirninge, 

„ . a 3 Kc. . 


o 
&c inter Wilhelmum Wickham filium Wilhelmi Perot 
& Aliciam uxorem ejus querentes, & Wilhelmum d 
Wickham Epiſcopum Winton. Magiſtrum Nicholaum | 
| de Wickam Clericum, & Johannem Campeden Clericum 
| deforciat. de manerio de Ottarburne, &c.—— Et ſi con- 
38 tingat quod idem Wilhelmus Wickham filius Wilhelmi 
4 Perott obierit fine hærede maſculo, de corpore ſuo pro- 
TE | creato, tunc poſt deceſſum ipſorum Wilhelmi & Aliciæ 
| uxoris ejus, prædicta manerium & tenementa cum per- 
1 | _ tinentiis integre remanebunt Thomæ Wickham fratri 
ij ES ejuſdem Wilhelmi Wickham filii Wilhelmi Perott, & 
| i heredibus maſculis de corpore ſuo procreatis. N 


| 5 E Regiſtro Wykeham. Part. I. Folio 1. 

Bulla Urbani Papæ Quinti ſuper adminiſtratione Ecele- 

| CCC (([ oa 
TF JRBANUS Epiſcopus ſervus ſervorum Dei di. 
I lecto filio Wilhelmo de Wykeham Archidia- 
cono Lincoln, adminiſtratori in ſpiritualibus & tempo- 
ralibus Eccleſiæ Wynton. Salutem & Apoſtolicam Bene- 
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= dictionem. Regimini univerſalis eccleſiz quanquam 
# inſufficientibus meritis diſponente Domino præſidentes 
= de univerſis orbis eccleſiis pro earum ſtatu ſalubriter 
= dirigendo quantum nobis ex alto conceditur ſolicite co- 
= | gitamus, ſed eo propenſius ſolicitudo nos urget, ut ec- 
_—_— dleſiis illis quæ ſuis ſunt deſtitute paſtoribus, ne in ſpi- 
= | ritualibus & temporalibus detrimenta ſuſtineant, de ſa- 


lubri remedio, prout ipſarum eccleſiarum ac locorum & 


1 
q temporum qualitas exigit, conſulamus : dudum ſiqui- 
l | dem bonæ memoriz Wilhelmo Epiſcopo Wyntonienſi, 
| regimini Wynton. Eccleſiæ præſidente, nos cupientes 
1 eidem Wynton. eccleſiæ cum vacaret per ſedis (f. 'afo- 
=_ /tdlice) providentiam utilem & idoneam præeſſe "<3 
= nam proviſionem ipſius eccleſiæ ordinationi & d poli- 
| . tioni noſtræ duximus ea vice ſpecialiter reſervandum, 
# decernentes ex tunc irritum & inane fi ſecus ſuper his 
= per quoſcunque quavis auctoritate ſcienter vel ignoran- 
| | " | ter 
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ter contingeret attemptari. Cum itaque poſtmodum 
dicta eccleſia per obitum dicti Wilhelmi Epiſcopi, qui 
extra Romanam curiam debitum naturæ perſolvit, vaca- 


verit, & vacet ad præſens, nos eidem ecclefize, de cujus 


proviſione nullus præter nos hac vice ſe intromittere po- 
tuerit neque poteſt reſervatione & decreto obſiſtenti- 
dus ſupradictis, ut feliciter gubernetur ejuſque bona & 
jura a pravorum manibus defenſentur, cupientes provi- 
dere, ac ſperantes, quod tu apud nos de literarum ſci- 


entia, vitæ ac morum honeſtate, ſpiritualium providentia, 


& temporalium circumſpectione, fide dignis teſtimoniis 
multi pliciter commendatus, id ſcias & poteris ſalubriter 


adimplere, de fratrum noſtrorum con ſilio adminiſtrato- 


rem dictæ eccleſiæ uſque ad apoſtolice ſedis benepla- 
citum, ordinamus, conſtituimus, & deputamus, admi- 
niſtrationem plenam generalem & liberam ejuſdem ec- 
ceſiz ac bonorum & jurium ejuſdem tam in ſpirituali- 
bus quam in temporalibus plenarie committentes, ut 
dictam Wyntonien. eccleſiam tuz adminiſtrationi com- 


miſſam ſpiritualiter & temporaliter, ſtatutis provincia- 


libus ſeu conſuetudinibus provinciæ Cantuarien. & illis 
præſertim quibus caveri dicitur quod eccleſũs cathedra- 
libus provinciæ Cantuarien. vacantibus Archiepiſcopus 
Cantuar. pro tempore exiſtens in ipſis eccleſiis fic va- 


antibus ſpiritualia exerceat, & aliis contrarlis non ob- 


ſtantibus quibuſcunpue, juxta datam tibi a Deo pruden- 
tiam, regas dirigas & augmentes, ac etiam canonica- 
tus & præbendas, dignitates, perſonatus, officia & alia 
quzcumque beneficia eceleſiaſtica ſecularia & regularia 
ad collationem Epiſcopi Wynton. pro tempore exiſtentis 
pertinentia, cum vacabunt, conferas & de ipſis provi- 
deas, nec non de fructibus, redditibus, proventibus, ju- 
ribus, & obventionibus univerſis ad menſam Wyntonien. 
ſpectantibus ordinare & diſponere valeas, prout veri E- 
piſcopi Wynton. qui fuerint pro tempore de illis 'ordi- 
nare & diſponere potuerunt ac etiam debuerunt, aliena- 
tione quorumlibet immobilium & pretioſorum mobilium 
ejuſdem eceleſiæ tibi penitus interdicta. Tu igitur 
circa ejuſdem eccleſiz Wynton. regimen & adminiſtra- 


tionem ſolicite & fideliter exercenda te ſic exhibeas 


A a 3 ſtudioſum, 


A P r E K DI x. 


ſtudioſum, quod eccleſia ipſa, divina tibi favente ths 


mentia ſub adminiſtratione tua provida & ſalubri voti- 
vis continue in ſpiritualibus & temporalibus ampliet 


commodis & falubribus proficiat incrementis, noſque | 7 


per tuz circumſpectionis & diligentiz ſtudium fructuo- 
ſum dignis te poffimus in Domino laudibus merito 


commendare. Dat Avinion. iii. Id. Decembr. Pontiſi- 


cat. noſtri anno quinto, 


| N 5 VI. 7 | 
E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part. tert. a. fol. 135. 


Bulla Domini Papz directa Domino Epiſcopo Wyn- 
PS tonien. „ 


FNREGORIUS Epiſcopus ſervus ſervorum Dei | | 


| venerabili fratri Epiſcopo Wyntonien. Salutem & 
Apoſtolicam benedictionem. Nuper gratanter accepimus 


qualiter cariſſimi in Chriſto fili noſtri Edwardus Angliz | 
uos 


& Carolus Francorum Reges illuſtres ambaxiatores 


ſolennes pro tractatu pacis inter ipſos Reges dante Domi 


no peragendæ Brugis deſtinarunt, ac eidem Regi Ang- 
liæ ſuper hoc ſcribimus eum ad bonam pacem gratioſe 
exhortando: verum cum hujuſmodi pacis negotium in- 


ter cætera nobis incumbentia, prout novit altiſſimus, & 
alias tibi ſcripſimus, cordi nec immerito habeamus, & MM 


dubitemus, fi tractatus hujuſmodi quod abſit rumpere- 


tur, quod peccatis exigentibus tarde vel nunquam inter 
dictos Reges pax reſurgeret peroptata, ac in præmiſſis W 


favor tuus ſit plurimum opportunus, fraternitatem tuam 


nobis caram rogamus & hortamur attente, quatenus pro 


noſtra & apoſtolicæ ſedis reverentia & etiam tuæ ſalutis 
intuitu apud eundem Regem Angliæ quod noſtris in hac 
parte precibus annuat, opem des prout plene confidimus 
& operam efficaces. Præterea cum pro relevandis one- 
ribus expenſarum nobis & Romanæ eccleſiæ, ut nos & 
ipſam Romanam eccleſiam ejuſque jura & bona in par- 
tibus Italiæ ab invadentium manibus defendamus eorum- 
que reſiſtamus injuriis & jacturis, incumbentium, ad 

„ 8 quos 
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quos ſufficere non poſſumus, in Franciæ & Iſpaniæ reg 
nis nec non in Alamaniĩo aliiſque partibus fidelium per- 
ſonis eccleſiaſticis certa ſubſidia duxerimus imponenda, 
quæ quidem perſonæ eccleſiaſticæ in hijs nobis prout te- 
nebantur, quamvis propter guerras & alias cauſas multi- 
plicibus oneribus fatigatæ eſſent, pro majori parte paru- 
erunt z ac clero regni Angliæ, qui in redditibus habun- 
dat, & quod quidem regnum favente Domino in ſe 
guerris non conturbatur, certum moderatum ſubſidium, 


prout alias tibi ſcripſimus, duxerimus imponendum, 


quod tamen nondum extitit perſolutum: noſque & dicta 
Romana eccleſia, tam propter præmiſſas quam alias ra- 
tionabiles cauſas devotorum ſubſidiis plus ſolito egea- 
mus de preſenti, eandem fraternitatem tuam, quam in 


adimplendis votis noſtris promptam ſemper invenimus 


& paratam, ut carius poſſumus deprecamur, quatenus 
pro noſtra & apoſtolicæ ſedis reverentia, & ſicut nobis 
placere deſideras hujuſmodi clerum Angliz ad ſolven- 
dum prediftum ſubſidium viis & modis quibus poteris 
inducere non poſtponas. Dilectum ſiquidem filium 
Arnaldum Garnerii Canonicum Cathalaunen. licentia- 
tum in legibus in regno Angliæ apoſtolice ſedis nun - 
cium, & fructuum & proventuum ibidem cameræ apo- 
ſtolicæ debitorum collectorem, cui aliqua tibi referenda 
commiſimus, & quem una cum juribus prædictæ came- 
ræ noſtræ recommendamus, ad partes illas deſtinamus, 


cui fidem indubiam adhibeas in dicendis. Dat. Avi- 


mon. xiii Kal. April. Pont. noſtri, anno quinta. 
ad) VI; nin 
E Regiſtro Wykeham. Part, Tert. a, Folio 98. 


lnſtrumentum ſuper conventione inter Epiſcopum Wyn- 
ton. & Richardum de Herton Grammaticum. 


IN Dei nomine Amen, Anno ab Incarnatione Domini 


ſecundum curſum & computationem Eccleſiæ Ang- 
licanæ Milleſimo Trecenteſimo Septuageſimo Tertio, 
indictione undecima, Menſis Septembris die prima, Pon- 
tificatus Sanctiſſimi in Chriſto Patris & Domini noſtri 
„ A2 4 Domini 


wer r NX. 
Domini Gregorii divina providentia Papæ undecimi an- 
no tertio, conſtitutus perſonaliter coram Reverendo pa- 
tre Domino Wilhelmo Dei gratia Wynton Epiſcopo in 
aula manerii ſui de Merewell Wynton. Dioceſeos, in mei 
Notarii Publici & Teſtium ſubſcriptorum præſentia, 
Venerabilis & diſcretus vir Magiſter Richardus de Her- 
ton Grammaticus certam conventionem cum eodem Do- 
mino Wynton. Epiſcopo fecit iniit & firmavit ſub hac 
forma; videlicet, quod idem Richardus per decem an- 
nos incipiendo in feſto Sancti Michaelis proximo futuro 
inſtruet & informabit ſub hac forma pauperes Scholares 
quos dictus Dominus Epiſcopus ſuis ſumptibus exhibet 
& exhibebit fideliter & diligenter in arte grammatica 
& nullos alios ſine licentia dicti patris ad doctrinam hu- 
juſmodi recipiet per tempus prædictum, excepit tamen 
tempus infirmitatis ſuæ & tempus quo curiam Romanam 
ſemel viſitabit ſuis propriis ſumptibus, & per idem tem- 
pus alium virum ſufficientem & idoneum pro doctrina 
dictorum Scolarium ſubſtituet loco ſuo. Ad hæc con- 
venit cum dicto Patre, quod idem Pater inveniet & ex- 
hibebit ſibi unum alium virum idoneum qui eum pote- 
rit adjuvare in labore diſciplinæ Scolarium prædictorum; 
hec promiſit firmiter idem Magiſter Richardus cum 
omni diligentia perficere & implere & ſuper firmitate 
illius conventionis tenendæ & ſervandæ idem Magiſter 
Richardus [per] manum ſuam dextram in manu dextra 
dicti patris expreſſe poſuit & dedit fidem ſuam ad præ- 
miſſa omnia perficienda in forma ſupradicta. Acta ſunt 
hæc anno indictione menſe die pontificatu & loco 
prænotatis præſentibus diſcretis viris Magiſtris Johanne 
de Bukyngham Canonico Ebor. & Domino Johanne de 
Campeden Canonico Eccleſiæ Suwellen. Ebor. Dioc. 
& Henrico de Thorp ac Johanne de Kelleſeye Notariis 
Publicis apoſtolicis teſtibus ad præmiſſa yocatis ſpecia - 
liter & rogatis. 3) 0 


No VIII. 


— 
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E Regiſtro Wykeham. Part. Tert. b. Fol. 74. 
Littera viſitandi Scolares & Collegium Oxoniæ. 


Epiſcopus Collegii Sanctæ Mariz Wynton. in 
Oxonia Fundator pariter & Patronus, dilectis nobis in 
Chriſto venerabilibus viris Magiſtris Thome de South- 


am, Archidiacono Oxon. in Eccleſia Lincoln. ac Ni- 


cholao de Wykeham Archid. Wiltes. in Eccleſia. Sar. 
Salutem in amplexibus Salvatoris. Relacione fide 
dignorum audita ſtupor non modicus invaſit ſubito 
mentem noſtram, dum in vinea noſtra quam plantavimus 
deficientibus uvis ſuecreſcant labruſcæ, palmites quoque 
quas ſperabamus fructiferas amaricato germine in ſpuria 
vitulamina convertantur. Accepimus namque tale in- 
ter Scolares noſtri Collegii ſupradicti qui de noſtra vi- 
vunt elemoſina corrupcionis piaculum irrepſiſſe, quod 


ipſi ſuæ condjeionis & quietis propriæ pauliſper obliti, 


generis ad genus, nobilitatis ad ignobilitatem, ſcientiæ 


ad ſcientiam, facultatis ad facultatem, patriz ad patri - 


am, & alias comparaciones quæ odioſæ ſunt faciunt 


inſolenter contra doctrinam Apoſtoli acceptores perſo- 


narum effecti; alii præterea ſuperſticione prophana 
colla ſua in ſublime alcius erigentes, dum refectionis 
gratia conveniunt ad menſam ſibi vendicant loca pri- 
ma præceptum dominicum minime amplectentes, dicen- 


tis, Qui major eſt inter vos fiat ſicut junior, & qui præ- 


ceſſor fiat ſicut miniſter. Nonnulli quoque ipſorum 
inſolentiis aliis quas numerare non decet, ſet nec com- 
mittere licet, a veræ virtutis tramite deviantes exhibent 
le frequenter. Unde in ipſo noſtro Collegio inter Sco- 
lares prædictos diſſenciones contenciones & ſcandala o- 


riuntur & quod dolenter referimus quæ noſtræ mentis 
intentio Dei paravit ad gloriam tendunt ad noxam. Ex 


quibus divina provocatur mageſtas, dictumque noſtrum 
Collegium, utpote in ſuis membris nequiter viciatum 
grave patitur ot eco in pernicioſum exemplum & 

„„ „ K 
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APPENDIX 36. 


7ILHELM us permiſſione divina Wyntonien. | 
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ſcandalum plurimorum. Nolentes itaque dictum noſ. 

trum Collegium tantis fædari maculis, quin potius cu- 
pientes firmiſſime ut omnis ab ipſo eliminetur ſpurcitia, 
quodque Scolares prædicti viciorum ſentibus extirpa- 
tis, virtutibus illuſtrentur, doctrinis ſacris efficaciter 
adhzreant & miliciz clericali : Ad inquirendum igitur 
tam in genere quam in ſpecie de & ſuper criminibus & 
exceſſibus omnium & ſingulorum Scolarium noftri Cal- 
legii memorati & quos in præmiſſis aut eorum aliquo 
vel aliis exceſſibus gravibus ſeu criminibus culpabiles 
reperitis, ipſos cujuſcunque gradus ſtatus vel condicio- 
nis exiſtant, a dicto noſtro Collegio perpetuo expellend. 
niſi de ipſorum correccione celeri & morum in ea parte 
reformacione ſalubri ſpes fuerit ac vobis ſignanter ap- 
paruerit; tunc enim exceſſus hujuſmodi & crimina ſi- 
cut pro ipſius honore ac conſervacione ſtatus dicti noſ- 
tri Collegii videritis expedire, corrigend. & acrius pu- 
niend. Cætera inſuper quæ in ipſo noſtro Collegio re- 
formatione indigent, debite reformand. omniaque alia 
& ſingula quæ in præmiſſis & circa ea neceſſatia fuerint, 
vel quomodolibet opportuna cum eorum incidentibus 
emergentibus dependentibus & connexis faciend. & 
etiam exercend. Vobis de quorum fidelitate conſcien- 
_ tiz puritate ac circumſpectionis induſtria plene confi- 
dimus, tenore præſentium committimus vices noſtras 
cum cohercionis & executionis in hac parte debitz po- 
teſtate. Dat. in Caſtro noſtro de Farnham vigeſimo 
octavo die menſis Septembr. Anno Domini Milleſimo 
Trecenteſimo Octogeſimo Quinto, & noſtræ Conſecra- 

tionis Anno Decimo Octavo. | ; | 


N : 1 . 
E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part, Tert. b. Fol. 77. 
5 Litera tangens Collegium Oxon. = 
1 Tz ILHELM US permiſſione divina Wynton. 
| Epiſcopus, Fundator & Patronus Col. ſanctæ 


Mariz Wyntoniz in Oxonia, dilecto nobis in Chriſto 
| | Ty Ciuſtodi 
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Cuſtodi dicti noſtri Collegii Salutem in omnipotente 
Salvatore. Relacione didicimus fide digna, quod non- 
nulli dicti noſtri Collegii Socii Magiſtri Artium, qui li- 
cet formam lecturæ in ai tium facultate in Univerſitate 
Oxoniæ ſtatutam ac etiam requiſitam compleverint, nec 
non per unum annum ultra formam eandem in facultate 
prædicta lecturam continuaverint, ipſi tamen contra or- 
dinaciones noſtras & ſtatuta per nos edita & debite pro- 
mulgata, nec non eiſdem a multis retroactis temporibus 
ſæpius divulgata, lecturæ hujuſmodi continuo inten- 
dentes ad facultatem theologiz ſeu aſtronomiæ juxta or- 
dinaciones & ſtatuta noſtra prædicta ſe convertere hac- 
tenus non curarunt, quodque ipſi & alii ſocii nonnulli 
noſtri Collegii memorati per vicos & plateas infra Uni- 
verſitatem publice incedentes chimeris vel tabardis ſupe· 
rius minime induuntar contra ordinaciones & ſtatuta 
ſuperius memorata: Cum igitur ſic noſtræ intencionis 
exiſtat, quod Magiſtri Artium dicti noſtri Collegii com- 
pletis forma & anno prædictis, ad theologiæ ſeu aſtro- 
nomiæ facultatem illico ſe convertant, quodque ipſi & 
alli ſocii quicumque noſtri Collegii ſupradicti cum extra 
dictum noſtrum Collegium infra Univerſiratem prædic- 
tam & etiam per ſpacium miliaris circumquaque Uni- 
verſitatem eandem inceſſerint, capis, chimeris, vel tabar- 
dis longis & talaribus prout ipſorum gradubus & ſtatu- 
bus congruit & non aliis veſtibus ſuperius induantur: 
Vobis committimus & mandamus, quatenus ſtatim viſis 
præſentibus N moræ diſpendio Magiſtros Artium 
quoſcumque noſtri Collegii ſupradicti qui formam & 
annum de quibus permittitur compleverint, moneatis & 
_ efficaciter inducatis, quatenus a lectura & regimine in 
artium facultate ſtatim ſine mora ceſſent omnino, & ad 
theologiæ ſeu aſtronomiæ facultatem abſque moræ diſ- 
pendio effectualiter ſe convertant, & ſtudeant ac profi- 
ciant efficaciter in eadem; & quod ipſi & czteri quicum- 
que focii ſupradicti cum extra dictum noſtrum Collegi- 
um infra Univerſitatem & ſpacium ſupradictum inceſſe- 
rint chimeris capis vel longis tabardis prout eis congru- 
it ſuperius induantur, niſi neceſſitate cogente aliud fue- 
rit faciendum juxta ordinaciones & ſtatuta noſtra = — 
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dicta. Contradictores vero & rebelles, aut monicio- 


nibus veſtris hujuſmodi ymmo verius (79/tris) effectua · 


liter non parentes, a dicto noſtro Collegio perpetuo 
expellatis. Certificantes nos infra quatuor dierum ſpa- 
cium a tempore receptionis præſentium quid inveneritis 
& feceritis in præmiſſis. Dat. in manerio noſtro de 
Suthwerk vigeſimo die Maii, Anno Domini Milleſimo 
Trecenteſimo Octageſimo Sexto, et noſtræ Conf. De- 


E Regiſtro Wykeham. Part. Tert. b. Fol. 88. 


Littera ut ydonei Scolares eligantur in Coll Oxon, & 
Wuynton. abſque partialitate aliqua. 8895 


ALU TEM cum benedictione Dei atque noſtra. 
Cariſſimi, mittimus ad vos Johannem Everad & 
ohannem Compton pauperes Clericulos de Capella noſ- 
tra ut in Collegium noſtrum Wynton. admittantur. 
Volumus igitur ut cum ipſi ad vos venerint ex hac 
cauſa in dictum noſtrum Collegium recipiatis eoſdem, 
2 præterea injungentes quatenus in electionibus a- 
pud Coll. noſtrum Wynt. jam proxime faciendis primo 
videlicet de Scolaribus ipſius noſtri Coll. Wynt. ad 
Coll. noſtrum Oxon. aſſumendis, ac deinde de Scolari- 
bus aliis loco ipſorum in dictum noſtrum Coll. Wynt. 
eligendis taliter procedatis ut abſque prece aut pre · 

cio favore vel amore ſeu partialitate b per 

vos tales præcipue in dictum noſtrum Coll, Oxon. eli- 


* 
+ 


gantur qui in grammatica bene & ſufficienter fuerint eru- 


diti, vitaque & moribus merito commendandi, & quos 
ſperaveritis in veſtris conſcientiis plus poſſe proficere & 
debere in Collegio noſtro Oxon. ſupradicto. Quodque 
in præfatum Coll. noſtrum Wyant. habiles & magis 
ydoneos. eligatis de locis in noſtris Statutis limitatis. 
Ita tamen quod quatuor de Paroch. de Broghton. & 
totidem de Paroch. de Downton, ſi habiles & ydonei 
reperiantur, in dicta electione c#teris — 


JJ 
Hoc inſuper proviſo, quod Scolares hujuſmodi in dic- 
tum noſtrum Coll. Wynt. aſſumendi in leCtura & plano 
cantu ac in antiquo donato inſtructi competenter exiſ- 
tant, ætatiſque ſuæ annum duodecimum non excedant, 
niſi taliter in grammatica pris fuerint informati, quod 
ante decimum nonum ætatis ſuæ annum in ipſa potue- 
erint ſufficienter expediri, Statutis noſtris eleccionem 
dictorum Scolarium Oxon. & Wynton. concernentibus 
in omnibus ſemper ſalvis, ſuper quibus omnibus ipſas 
veſtras conſcientias apud Altiſſimum diſtrictius onera- 
mus. Volentes præterea & ordinantes quod Scolares 
dicti noſtri Coll. Wynton. ſingulis diebus dominicis & 
feſtivis ad eccleſiam Parochialem Sancti Johannis ſuper 
montem accedant, quamdiu in dicta paroch. ipſos 
morari contigerit, ibidemque ad veſperas Completor. 
matutinas & alias horas atque miſſas de die legenda & 
pſallenda cum nota & cantu more eccleſiaſtico legant 
atque pſallant devocius ſicut decet, quodque nullus hu- 
juſmodi Scolarium a præmiſſis ſe abſentet niſi ex cauſa 
legitima per ipſorum Magiſtrum ſeu ejus Locumte- 
 nentem approbanda fuerit impeditus ſub pœna priva- 
tionis communarum ſuarum per quindecim dies diem quo 
ſe abſque cauſa hujuſmodi legitima fe abſentaverit im- 
mediate ſequentes. Volumus inſuper & vos Magiſtri 
Nicholæ, Thoma Cranlegh, & Johannes de Ketone, at- 
tente rogamus quatenus Magiſtro Johanni de Melton 
dictorum Scolarium Magiſtro informatori & Johanni 
Seward ejus Vicesgerenti firmitcr injungatis ut ipſi hæc 
omnia proxime ſuperius recitata a dictis Scolaribus 
noſtri Coll. Wynt. de c#tero realiter & debite faciant 
obſervari ſub debito eorum juramenti nobis præſtiti 
ab eiſdem. Valete feliciter in Filio Virginis glorioſæ. 
Script. apud Esſhere octavo die menſis Aprilis. Dilecto 
conſanguineo noſtro Ma Nicholao Wykeham Cuſ- 
todi Coll. noſtri Oxon. & Magiſtris Thome Cranlegh 
Sacræ Paginæ Profeſſori, Domino Johanni Ketone, ac 
Johanni Melton. e e apy 
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E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part. Tert. b. Fol. 139. 


Intimacio reſignacionis Thomæ Cranlegh, & quod 
Socii & Scolares procedant ad electionem novi 
Cuſtodis. | i 


W LHELMUS 'de Wykeham permiſſione di- 
vina Wynton Epiſcopus Coll. beate Marie 
Wynton. in Oxon. Seinte Marie College of Wyncheſtre 
in Oxenford, vulgarit. nuncupat. — Hs & Patronus, 
Dilectis in Chriſto Filiis Sociis & Scolaribus ejuſdem 
Coll. univerſis Salutem in eo qui eſt omnium vera Salus. 
Vobis præſentibus noſtris literis intimamus, quod Ma- 
giſter Thomas Cranlegh nuper Cuſtos dicti Coll. noſtri, 
decimo quinto die præſentis menſis Febr. coram nobis 
in manerio noſtro de Waltham noſtræ dioc. officio 
cuſtodiæ Coll. ſupradicti ceſſit & voluntarie renuncia- 
vit, eo quod in obſequiis Domini noſtri Regis ipſum in- 
ſiſtere neceſſario oportebit; cujus ceſſionem ex cauſa 
prædicta admiſimus tunc ibidem. Ne igitur vacacio 
diutina dicti noſtri Coll. vobis in perſonis & rebus fit 
grave diſpendium allatura, & ut præfatum noſtrum 
1 Coll. ſub boni Cuſtodis regimine protegatur a noxiis, 
ö ac pacis & caritatis affluat ubertate, Nos qui pro vobis 
| intenta ſollicitudine vigilamus, quos etiam tanquam fi- 
lios cariſſimos in vinculo dilectionis paternæ proſequi- 
mur, * tanta mente unverſitatem veſtram & devotionem 
monemus, & per viſcera miſericordiæ Dei noſtri ac per 
aſpercionem ſui precioſi ſanguinis, animarumque veſ- 
trarum ſalutem, nec non ſub divini obteſtacione judicii 
obſecramur & in Domino exhortamur, ut in eceCtione 
| veſtra futuri-Cuſtodis ſolum Deum ac communem Col - 
1 legii prædicti utilitatem habentes pra oculis, omni pri- 
| vatæ affectionis & ſingularitatis vitio depolito, & qui- 
buſlibet paccionibus, convencionibus, promiſſionibus, 
obligationibus, juramentis & conventiculis illicitis, nec 
non condicti & intendimenti contemplacione ceſſanti · þ 
* Legendum fora, ut in ſimilibus locis in eodem Regiſtro, _ _ 
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bus & omnino ſemotis, vos in vinculo pacis caritatis & 
concordiæ colligentes, cum omni ſollicitudine matu- 
ritate & deliberacione, juxta noſtrorum Statutorum ex- 
igenciam & tenorem, virum providum & diſcretum, li- 
terarum ſcientia moribus & virtuoſis actibus merito 
commendandum, in ſpiritualibus & temporalibus plu- 

rimum circumſpectum, talem viz. quem ſecundum De- 
um & veſtras conſcientias juſtas vacanti Coll. antedicto 
utiliorem & magis ydoneum eſſe credideritis in Cuſto- 
dem veſtrum pur is & liberis mentibus abſque moræ 
diſpendio eligere ſtudeatis, qui vobis plus prodeſſe cu- 
piat, quam præeſſe; ut per ejus vigilanciam ſollicitam 
probitatem & gubernacionem bonam, dictum Coll. 
noſtrum ad Dei honorem ac Cleri augmentum proſ- 
pere dirigi & votivis valeat commodis honorari, in præ- 


miſſis taliter vos habentes, ut verus ſcrutator cordium 


quem nichil latere poterit ex factis & geſtis veſtris in 
hac parte merito contentetur. Dat. in manerio noſtro 
de Suth- Waltham vigeſimo ſexto die menſis Febr. An- 
no Domini Milleſimo Trecenteſimo Nonageſimo Quinto, 
& noſtræ Conf. Anno Vigeſimo nono. 


e * "8 * NO . 
Ex Originali in Archivis Regiftrarii Archidiaconatus 
"a Winton, 5 

DECRETUM Domini Winton. Epiſcopi quoad 
EReſignationes tempore Superviſionis non admittendas. 


YU M multz quzſtiones & controverſiæ ortæ fuerint, 
de tempore Superviſionis & Scrutinii in tertia 
Rubrica ſpecificato, a quo momento, hora, & articulo 
temporis, aut actione, idem debeat & poſſit incipere ad 
effectum, ut poſt talem inceptionem Scolares in indentu- 
ris anni præcedentis nominati nullatenus vigore earun- 


dem in Coll. Winton. admittantur vel tranſmittantur ad 


Coll. Winton. in Oxon. Idcirco Dominus Epiſcopus 
_ Winton, facta ci prius legitima intimatione per Cuſto- 
dem & duos Socios Superviſores legitime electos 5 uf- 

| 1 | 5 dem 


38 A F PP E N D 1 X. 
dem Collegii in Oxon. Statutiſque Superviſionem con- 
cernentibus, una cum variis ambiguitatibus & incom- 
modis propter incertitudinem inceptionis prædictæ, ei- 
dem domino Epiſcopo oſtenſis & declaratis, declaravit, 
. hunc eſſe verum germanum, & literalem ſenſum verbo- 
rum & clauſulæ præfatorum; quod tempus ſupetviſio- 
nis & ſcrutinii in di&fi Rubric. mentionati tum demum 
debet incipere, atque adeo ad omnes effectus incipere 
cenſendum eſt, ubi primum advenerit, illuxeritque ille 
dies, qui in literis certificatoriis in dicta Rubr. ſpeci- 
ficatis, & ad Cuſtodem Winton. miſſis, & per eundem 
in valvis eccleſiæ ſecundum tenorem Statuti præfixis, 

continetur, & deſignatur; ita quod neque toto illo die, 

neque poſtea aliquis, in indenturis iiſdem, ſcilicet anni 
præcedentis, nominatus & deſcriptus, vigore & virtute 

earundem aliquod jus vel beneficium fit conſecuturus, 
nimirum ut admittatur in Coll. Winton. vel ad alterum 

Coll. tranſmittatur ullo modo. Et ulterius cum falu- 
berrimo hujus regni Statuto ſancitum fit, ne quis lo- 
cum habens in Collegiis, eundem, lucri vel commodi ali- 
cujus gratia reſignet quovis modo, atque contra hoc ip- 
ſum Statutum multipliciter peccari & delinqui poſſe ſit 
vere · ſimillimum in grave ſcandalum Collegiorum dicto- 
rum ſi reſignationes dictorum Scolarium loca haben- 
tium in Collegiis Winton. & Oxon. tempore ſuper vi- 
ſionis & ſcrutinii prædicto aceipiantur & admittantur, 
& cum etiam ejuſmodi reſignationes nullo Statuto dic- 
torum Collegiorum approbentur, ideireo Dominus E- 
popes Winton. cupiens & affectans tam gravi ſcanda- 

o occurrere tempeſtive, legitime interpellatus, decrevit 
& declaravit, quod nulla reſignatio quam dictorum Col- 
legiorum Scolares tempore ſuperviſionis ſic ſuperius de- 
clarato, ſcribent, conficient, offerent, tradent, vel ſcribi, 
confici offerri vel tradi facient, aut conſentient, ullo 
modo in eo ipſo tempore ſuperviſionis prædictæ, acci- 
piatur, approbetur, + vel admittatur, ulla judicetur per 
Cuſtodes aut Vicecuſtodes dictorum Collegiorum, aut 
alios quoſcunque jus habentes admittendi probandique 
reſignationes præfatas. Et fi aliqua perſonarum præfa- 


I Lege, admittatur, vel —— | b 


tarum 
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| tarum contra hujuſfiiodi decretum & declarationem 
_ contra-venerit, eundem videri committere & peccare in 
grave prædictorum Collegiorum ſcandalum, & omnem 
talem admiſſionem, approbationem, & acceptionem, in 
& de omni præfato medio ſuperviſionis tempore factam 
aut confirmatam, pro gravi in 'Collegia prædicta ſcan- 
dalo -haberi & Judicari. Quibus omnibus decretis 
ſanctionibuſque & juſtiflimis declarationibus dicti oo 
mini E pilcopi winton. Cuſtodes utriuſque Collegji 
cum reliquis electoribus unanimi conſenſu aſſe «dry 
Et preterea præfati Cuſtodes, ut manifeſtius & abun- 
|  dantiu9,oftenderent quam pernicioſa ipſis videretur hu- 
| juſmodi reſignationum conſuetudo, ſponte ſua affirma- 
| runt, & in ſe reciperunt, ne poſthac unquam ullam re- 
Genationem Scholarlum ipſis ſubditorum ee nec vel 
effectualiter accipiat eorum alter, or ſeptem integras 
ſeptimanas ante tempus ſuperviſionis prædictæ _ 
| nis celebrandz : quam eorum honeſtiſſimam p = 
5 onem diftus Dominus Epiſcggus ratificavit; 2 — 
| dibus & Vicecuſtodibus infungens eorundem Collegio- 
rum pro tempore exiſtentibus, ne ipſi ejuſmodi reſigna- 
tiones infra tempus ptædictum ſeptem ſeptimanarum 
admittant, niſf t pro manifeſtis contemptoribus or- 
dinis ſalubritef Wnſtituti, & corruptelæ perditiſſimæ 
* & gravis ſcandali procuratoribus Judicari, Pak 


TroMaAs WiNnToON. 


-Z Martyn Culpeper Cuſtos, Tho. Bilſon Cuſtos. 
Edwarde Burley. IJuo0ohan. Boles. 
Henry Marten. Joannes Harmar. 


| Subſcripta erat hzc ſcedula decreti & declarationis Re- 
verendi in Chriſto Patris Domini Thomz Winton. 

7 Epiſcopi i, per eundem Dominum Epiſcopum in ma- 
nerio ſuo de Waltham Epiſcopi, perque prædictos 
Euſtodes utriuſque Collegii cum reliquis eleCtoribus 

_ infra Collegium Winton. Viceſimo Septimo die Au- 

guſti Anno Domini Milleſimo * ane | 

5 Belimo Secundo. 

| Tele © 
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e 
|  E veteri Regiſtro Coll. Winton, 
A MEMORANDUM quod primus adventus Se- 


reniſſimi Principis Henrici Sexti ad iſtud Colle- 
ium fuit penultimo die Menſis Julii; videlicet die Sab- 


bau Anno Domini Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo Qua- 


drageſimo, & Anno ejuſdem Domini Regis Decimo No- 
no, quo die infrfuit primis veſperis, & in craſtino 
miſſe & ſecundis veſperis; & obtulit xiii s. uy d. 
ITEM Anno Domini Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo 
Quadrageſimo Quarto in feſto Sancte Cecilie Virginis 
idem Chriſtianiſſimus Rex Henricus Sextus interfuit in 
hoc Collegio utriſque veſperis atque miſſe, in qua pre- 
ter oblacionem ſuam cotidianam obtulit centum nobilia 


ad ornamentum ſummi altaris ibidem, contulitque nota - 


bilem auri ſummam Scolaxibus & Choriſtis in eodem, 
videlicet vj li. xiij 8. iiij N qui inſuper ex habundancia 


affluentiſſime gratie ſue privilegia libertates & franche - 


ſias ejuſdem Collegii confirmavit & ampliavit ; quare 
9 eſt ut ejus in 3 — jugiter 
habeatur. Et obtuſit xiij s. ii d. | 
Ixxx idem Chriſtianiſſimus Rex Anno Domini Mil- 
leſimo Quadringenteſimo K Quinto, & an- 
no regni ejuſdem Regis 

die dominica, videlicet in feſto Sancti Cuthberti, in menſe 


Septembri in hoc Collegio utriſque Veſpetis atque 


Miſſe, quo die ex gratia ſua dedit Collegio opti- 
mam Robam ſuam una excepta furrat. cum furrura 


de Sables, ad Dei laudem & honorem deatiſſime 


Marie Virginis. Et obtulit xiij s. iy d. 


Irkx idem illuſtriſſimus Princeps Anno Domini 


Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo Quadrageſimo Sexto, & 
anno. rege Sulden Regis Viceſimo Quinto, in feſto 
Sancti Johannis de Beverlacoy- videlicet ſeptimo dic 


Man eontingente in dominica, interfuit utriſque,Veſpe- 


7 
* 


ris atque Miſſe in hoc Collegio, quo die fimiliter en 
—— ure 


by * N 


iceſimo Quarto, interfuit 
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gracia ſua dedit Collegio vj I. xijj s iiij d. Et obtulit eo - 
dem tempore ad vices xiij s. ĩiij d. 5 . 

ITEM idem illuſtriſſimus Princeps Anno Domini 
Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo 2 Octavo & 
Anno regni ejuſdem Regis Viceſimo Septimo, in feſto 
Sancti Wolſtani Epiſcopi, interfuit in hoc Collegio u- 
triſque Veſperis die dominica, ſed non Miſſe, quia ex- 
hibuit preſenciam ſuam in eccleſia Sancti Swythuni in 
miſſa propter intronizacionem reverendi patris & Domi - 
ni Domini Wilhelmi Wayneflete Epiſcopi Wynton: 
nuper magiſtri informatoris Scholarium hujus Collegii. 
In craſtino vero in die lune in feſto ſanctorum Fabiani 
& Sebaſtiani martyr. idem metuendiſſimus Dominus in- 
terfuit alte Miſſe predictorum Sanctorum in hoc Colle» 
gio, qua die dedit huic Collegio unum calicem de au- 
ro, & x lib. in auro pro uno pari fiolarum ordinand. 
de eodem auro; & ultra ex ſua magna gracia dedit 
lijj 8. ; ij d. pro una pietancia habenda inter Socios & 
Scolares in feſto purificationifeate Marie eætunc pro- 
ximo ſequente. Et obtulit xiij s. ij du. 
 IrzM Anno Domini Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo 
Quadrageſimo Nono, & Anno regni ejuſdem Regis 
Henrici Sexti Vicelimo Septimo, videlicet decimo ſexto 
die menſis Junii in parliamemo ejuſdem Regis tento 
hic apud Wynton. cum prorogatione dierum uſque ad 
decimum ſextum diem menſis Julii incluſive, interfuit 
idem excellentiſſimus Princeps in hoc Collegio in feſto 
Sancti Albani martyris die dominica contingetite utriſ- 
que Veſperis & Miſſe. Et obtulit xiij s. ij d. 1 
IrRM alia vice eodem tempore in feſto Johannis 
Baptiſtæ interfuit idem metuendiſſimus Dominus Rex 
in hoc Collegio utriſque Veſperis & Miſſe, Reverendo 
Patre & Domino Domino Wilhelmo Waynflete Epiſco- 
po Wynton. totum officium illins diei devotiſſime exe - 
quente. Et obtulit vj s. 2j d. 

ITEM alia vice eodemgſtempore in feſto apoſtolorum 
Petri & Pauli interfuit dem Chriſtianiſſimus B in 
hoc Collegio utriſque Veſperis & Matutinis die domi- 
nico, ſed non Miſſe; quia exhibuit preſenciam ſuam in 

_nccleſia ggthedrali Sancti Swythuni in Miſſa propter 
:  -- - SS  —- diei 
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3 Ar E 
die lautiſſime convivante. 


Miſſe in feſto Tranſlacionis Sancti Thome Martyris in 


equente. Miſſam vero illius diei celebravit in hoc Col- | 


hannes Stafford Cantuar. Archiepiſcopus totius Angliæ 
Primas apoſtolice ſedis legatus & tunc Anglie Cancel - 


kewe Sareſburienſ. Epflsopo, & Adam Moleynes Ciceſ- 
gis, cum aliis notabilibus perſonis, videlicet Clerico 
Rotulorum, Clerico Parliamenti, & Clerico Hamperii, 


obtulit xiij s 1iy d. 


fuit in hoc Collegio utriſque Veſperis Matutinis & 
ficium illius diei exequente. Et obtulit vj s. viij d. 
fuit in hoc Collegio Miſſe beatiſſime Marie Virginis, 
& obtulit vj s. viij d. Poſt dictam vero Miſſam obtulit 
de auro. 5 

divinis officiis, videlicet Veſperis Proceſſioni & Miſſe, 
die Magiſtro Thoma Chaundeler Cuſtod iſtius or 


2 


- 


„5 4. ad 
„ 
dici ſollempnitatem ibidem, quia feſtum loci; Reveren- 
do Patre Magiſtro Thoma Bekynton Epiſcopo Ba- 


thon. & Wellenſ. totum officium illius diei in hoc Col- 

legio ſollempnit. exequente, & totum Collegium ipſo 
ITEM alia vice eodem tempore in Octabis apoſtolo- 

rum Petri & Pauli in dominica predictus ſereniſſimus 


Rex interfuit in hoc Collegio Veſperis ipſius feſti & 
Miſe ; primis Veſperis vero & ſecundis Matutinis & 


craſtino contingente conſimiliter interfuit, totum offi- 
cium illius diei Venerabili Patre Epiſcopo Wynton. ex- 


legio Reverendiſſimus Pater & Dominus Dominus Jo- 2 
larius, aſſiſtentibus eidem venerabilibus in Chriſto Pa- 
tribus Wilhelmo Wynton. Epiſcopo, Wilhelmo Af. 
tren. Epiſcopo tunc cuſtode privati ſigilli Domini Re- 


& multis aliis ; quo die idem Pater Epiſcopus & Me- 
tropolitanus dedit Scolaribus pro refectione xls, Et | 


. 


ITEM idem Dominus noſter Rex alia vice in foſto | 
Retiquiar. videlicet decimo tertio die menſis Julii inter- 


Miſſe, Reverendo Patre Domino Epiſcopo Wynton of- 
IxrxRM idem Chriſtianiſſimus Rex ultimo die Parlia- | 


menti, videlicet decimo ſexto die menſis Julii, inter- 


Deo beate Marie & ſummo altari unum tabernaculum 


Sven alia vice idem * noſter Rex interfuit 
in hoc Collegio, dominica in Ramis Palmarum, eodem 


leg 
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legii poſt nonam coram eodem Domino Rege & populo 1 
ſermonem faciente. Et obtulit xiij s. ity d. Et ultra ex 1 
ſua magna gratia dedit ſummo altari dicti Collegii in 
aurocs. Officium iſtius diei exequente Cuſtode iſ- 
uus Collegii. 8 IT AS | 
ITEM idem Dominus noſter chriſtianiſſimus Rex ul- 
uma vice fuit in hoc Collegio in feſto Tranſlationis 
dancti Swythuni in utriſque Veſperis ejuſdem Sancti, 
= cd non in Miſa, quia exhibuit preſenciam ſuam in ec. 
cdleſia Sancti Swythuni. Et obtulit idem Rex vj s. viij d. 


: 45 N'. XIV. 
E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part. Tert. b. Fol. 166. 
Executio cujuſdam Brevis Regii de Juramento. 4 | 


TRX7ILHELMUS permiſſione divina Wynto- 
VV nien. Epiſcopus Dilectis in Chriſto filiis Priori 
Eccleſiz noſtræ Cathedralis Wynton. Abbati Monaſterii 
de Hyda noſtre dioc. ac Magiſtro Johanni Elmer Offic. 
noſtro Wynton. Salutem Gratiam & Benedictionem. 
Breve Domini noſtri Regis cum quodam tranſcripto dic- 
to brevi intercluſo recepimus in hæe verba. Ricardus 

Dei gratia Rex Angliæ & Franciæ & Dominus Hiber- 
niæ, Venerabili in Chriſto Patri W. eadem gratia Epi- 
ſcopo Wynton. Salutem. Cum Drugo Barentyn Major 
Civitatis noſtræ London. ac Aldermanni & Cives, nec 
non cæteri Communes ejuſdem Civitatis ad omnia & 
ſingula ſtatuta ordinaciones & ſtabilimenta in ultimo 
Parliamento noſtro apud Weſtm. tento & uſque Salop. 

adjornato edita ordinata & ſtabilita, una cum omnibus 
judiciis & ordinacionibus apud Coventr: virtute & auc- 
toritate ejuſdem Parliamenti ggdditis editis atque factis, 
ac cum omnibus dependenciis & omnibus aliis quæ 
inde ſequi poſſunt pro ſe & ſucceſſoribus ſuis ſingulari- 
ter & generaliter bene & fideliter obſervand. in perpe- 
tuum ſacramenta ſuper ſancta Dei Evangelia prefſtite- 
int corporalia, & pro majori ſecuritate ac veritatis præ· 
miſſorum teſtimonio ad quandam cedulam formam ſacra- 
— muy „ 
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menti prædicti continentem, cujus menen ginn vobig 
mittimus, præſentibus intercluſum, ſigilla ſua appoſu- 
erint; Nos conſimilia ſacramenta & ſecuritatem de 


univerſis & ſingulis Ligeis noſtris regni noſtri Anglia 
de ſtatu reputatis habere volentes, Vobis mandamus 


quod ſtatim viſis præſentibus ac inſpecto tranſcriptq 
prædicto omnes & ſingulos Abbates Priores Decanos & 


Archidiaconos de dioc. veſtra ac alias perſonas eccleſi- 
aſticas ejuſdem dioc. coram vobis ad certos dies & 


quos ad hoc provideritis infra eandem dioc. cum omni 


celeritate & feſtinatione qua poteritis venire fac. & 
ſacramenta hujuſmodi ab eiſdem Abbatibus Prioribus 
Decanis & Archidiaconis ac aliis prædictis quod ipſi & 
ſucceſſores ſui præmiſſa modo & forma quibus in dio 


tranſcripto fit mencio conformiter pro parte ſua obſer- 


vabunt recipiatis & ejuſdem ſacramenti formam in ce- 


dulam conſimilem redigatis præfatoſque Abbates Prio- 


res Decanos Archidiaconos & alias perſonas prædictas 
eandem cedulam ſigillis ſuis conſignare fac. & cedulam 
illam cum ſic conſignata fuerit una cum certificacione 
tocius facti veſtri in hac parte nobis in cancellar. noſ- 


trum fub ſigillo veſtro diſtincte & apte ſine dilacione 


mittatis, & hoc Breve. T. meipſo apud Weſtm. octavo 
die Februar. Anno regni noſtri Viceſimo Secundo. 
Tenor quidem tranſcripti de quo præfatur talis eſt. 


A tres excellente mageſte de notre tres ridoute & tres 


ſouverain Seigneur le Roy Richard: puis le Conqueſt 


| Seconde Nous voz humblez & loyalx lieges des corps 
& des cuers de votre citce de Londres avons & cheſ- 


cun de nous ad tres bien entenduz coment vos liege: 
de votre roialme pour la greindre parti ont fi come a 
gux apartient a toute obeiſſance & humilitee jurez pro- 
mys & reconuz ſouz leur faitz ſeallez de ſeveralment & 


| —_—_ tenir toutz las eſtatutz ordinances & eſta- 


iſſementz faitz ordeigne! 
ble Parlement darrein tenuz a Weſtm. continuez a Sa- 
lopbirs oue toutz les jugementz & ordeinances faitz & 
renduz à Coventr. par virtue & auctoritę du dit Parle- 


ment ſi come en lour ſubmiſſions obeiſſances promeſſes 
& feconiſancęs eſt aſſez clerement contenu; ſur quoy 


© ous 


& eſtabliz en votre honura- 
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nous voz ſuſditz humble: lieges qi à votre tres excel - 
lente mageſte roiale volons & verrons à tontz jours faire 
loialment de trestoutz noz poairs tout quanq à ycelle 
mageſtẽ purra en aſcune maniere faire pleſance lez dit 
eſtatutz ordeinances & eſtabliſſementz oue les depen- 
dences & quanquent purra ſuir pour nous & pour noz 
heirs & ſucceſſours devrons & devons ſumez tenuz & 
ſerrons volons & voldrons tenir & eſtre tenuz pour 
toutz jours ſanz jammes venir ne faire ne ſuffrer eſtre 
fait par aſcune perſone de quelle condicion ou eſtat qil 
ſoĩt aſcunement alencontre en nulle guiſe & ſi aſcun y 
ſoit q Dieu defende q attempte face attempter ou veiulle 
attempter ou faire au contraire en tout ou en partie 
nous les ferrons & cheſcun de nous le ferra impedier 
deſtourbier & empeicher one toutz noz corps & biens 
pour vivre & pour morir & de tout ceo q. impedier ne 
deſtourbier ne purrons le ferrons ſanz delay aſcun noti- 
fier & atreteiner a votre dicte mageſte Roiale.. Et a 
ceo fermement & loialment tenir pour nous & pour noꝝx 
heirs & ſucceſſours à toutz jours nous Dreu Barentyn 
mair aldermans citezeins & communes de notre dite ci- 
tee promettons & jurons ſur les ſeintz Evangelies & 
cheſcun de nous promette fait foy & jure & pour 
greindre ſeurts à iceſtes preſentz lettres mettons noz 
ſealx en teſmoignance de noz faitz & de la veritẽ. 
Done, c. Nos igitur aliis dicti Domini noſtri Regis 
variis & arduis præpediti negotiis diftum breve quovis 
modo perſonaliter exequi-non valentes ad venire fact» 
end. omnes & ſingulos Abbates Priores Decanos & Ar- 
chidiaconos ac alias perſonas eccleſiaſticas Archidiacona- 
tus Wynton. coram vobis ad certos dies & loca quos ad 
hoc provideritis infra Archidiaconatum prædictum cum 
omni celeritate & feſtinacione qua poteritis & ſacramen · 
ta hnjuſmodi ab eiſdem Abbatibus Prioribus Decanis & 
Archidiaconis ac aliis prædictis quod ipſi & ſucceſſores 
ſui premiſſa modo & forma quibus in dicto tranſcripto 
fit mencio conformiter pro parte ſua obſervabunt reci- 
piend. & ejuſdem ſacramenti formam in cedulam conſi- 
milem redigend. præfatoſque Abbates Priores Decanos 
Archidiaconum & alias perſonas prædictas eandem ce- 
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ND 
dulam figillis ſuis conſignare facient cæteraque omnia 
& ſingula quæ in præmiſſis vel circa ea nec eſſaria fue · 
rint vel quomodolibet opportuna exercend. expediend. 
| & fideliter exequend. Vobis de quorum fidelitate & 
; circumſpectionis induſtria plenam in Domino obtinemus 
HR. fiduciam committimus vices noſtras cum cujuſlibet co- _ 
hercionis canonicæ poteſtate : Vobis inſuper & cuilibet 
veſtrum in virtute obedienciæ firmiter injungendo man- 
damus quatenus hanc noſtram commiſſionem ſecundum 
omnem vim formam & effectum ſupradicti brevis exe- 
quamini indilate. Et cedulam illam de forma ſacra- 
menti prædicta cum ſic conſignata fuerit una cum cer- 
tificacione tocius facti veſtri in hac parte nobis infra u- 
num menſem a Dat. præſgentium continue numerand. 
8 ſub ſigillis veſtris diſtin&te & apte ſine dilacione mitta- 
* | tis. Quod ſi non omnes præſentem noſtram commiſ- 
ſionem potuerint exequi ut præfertur Volumus quod 
duo veſtrum ipſam nihilominus exequantur; in cujus 
rei teſtimonium ſigillum noſtrum fecimus hijs apponi. 
Dat. in manerio noſtro de Esſher decimo quarto die 
menſis Maii Anno Domini Milleſimo Trecenteſimo No- 


nageſimo Nona, & noſtræ Conf. Anno Tricekmo 
Secundo # | | 5 


E Regiſtro Wykeham, Part. Tert. b. Fol. 164. : 
 MaxpaTum ſuper moderatione Statuti editi contra 


JJ. ¹AGĩ ]ꝗ ͤ wal as. ac. ant dt 0 De 26 6 a £5 2. x3 


Proviſores. 


\ | \ FJ1LHELMUS permiſſione divina Wyntonien, 

- Epiſcopus Dilecto in Chriſtę filio Offic. Archi- 
diaconi noſtri Wynton. Salutem Gractam & Benedictio- 
nem. Literas Reverendi in Chriſto Patris & Domini 
Domini Roberti Dei gratia Londonienſ. Epiſcopi nup. 

— rxrecepimus in hæc verba. Reverendo in Chriſto Patri 
ac Domino Domino Wilhelmo Dei gracia Wyntonien. 
Epiſcopo Robertus permiſſione divina Londonien. Epi- 
ſcopus Salutem & fraternam in Domino caritatem. 
Literas Reverendiſſimi in Chriſto Patris & Domini m 
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mini Rogeri Dei gracia Cantuarienſ Archiepiſcopi to- 
tius Angliz Primatis & apoſtolicz ſedis legati nup. re- 
cepimus in hæc verba. Rogerus permiſſione divina 
Cantuarien. Archiepiſcopus tocius Angliæ Primas & a- 
poſtolicæ ſedis Legatus Venerabili fratri noſtro Domi- 
no Roberto Dei gratia Londonienf. Epiſcopo Salutem 
& fraternam in Domino caritatem. Breve regium una 
cum quadam cedula in eodem incluſa nup. recepimus 
in hæc verba: Ricardus Dei gracia Rex Angliæ & 
Franciæ & Dominus Hiberniæ Venerabili in Chriſto 
Patri R. eadem gratia Archiepiſcopo Cantuar. tocius 
Angliæ Primati Salutem. Licet nuper quoddam Sta- 
tutum in Parliamento noſtro apud Weſtm. anno regni 
noſtri tertiodecimo tento contra Proviſores editum ob 
honorem Dei & ſanctæ Romanæ Eccleſiæ ac propter 
præcipuam affeccionem quam erga Dominum Summum 
Pontificem modernum obtinemus, contemplacione eci- 
am Venerabilis Patris P. Aquenſis Epiſcopi apoſtolice 
ſedis Nuncii quem eo quod noſter eſt ligeus & ma- 
gis nobis acceptus ultra omnes alios pro hac mates. 
ria inantea proſequentes uberius proſperari affectamus 
aliqualiter moderari ac moderationem illam Statuto 
prædicto aut aliis in contrarium ordinatis non obſtan- 
tibus fieri & tolerari a feſto concepcionis beatæ Marie 
ultimo prædicto ad proximum Parliamentum noſtrum 
locum tenere & effectum ſortiri & gerere Volentes 
formam & tenorem moderacionis & tolerantiæ prædic- 
tarum Vobis miſerimus brevi noſtro Vobis inde nu 
directo intercluſos mandantes quod pro inviolabili & 
inconcuſſa obſervacione moderacionis hujuſmodi per 
tanti temporis ſpacium tolerandæ partes veſtras quate- 
nus ad officium yeſtrum attinet poſtorale adhiberetis 
ſolicitas & diſcretgs & ulterius cæteris confratribus Co- 
epiſcopis & Suffraganeis veſtris Cant. provinciæ mo- 
derationem prædictam per literas veſtras præmiſſorum 
ſeriem continentes in hac parte debite conficiend. cum 
omni celeritate qua commode potuiſſetis intimaretis 
notificaretis ac teneri & obſervari demandaretis : Qui” 
buſdam tamen certis de cauſis coram nobis per præfa- 
tum Epiſcopum Aquenſem expoſitis & declaratis nos 
| | a intime 
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intime moventibus moderacionem & toleranciam hujuſ- 
modi Statuti uſque ad feſtum Paſche proxime futurum 
& ab inde uſque ad idem feſtum tunc proxime ſequens 
locum tenere & in omnibus effeftum ſortiri & gerere 
Volumus, & ideo vobis mandamus quod pro debita ob- 


ſervacione moderacionis hnjuſmodi uſque ad dictum 


poſterius feſtum Paſche tolerandæ partes veſtras quate- 
nus ad officium veſtrum paſtorale noveritis pertinere 
adhibeatis ſolicitas & diſcretas, & ulterius cæteris con- 
fratribus, Coepiſcopis & Suffraganeis veſtris Cantuar. 
Provinciz moderacionem prædictam cujus tenorem vo- 
bis mittimus præſentibus intercluſum per literas veſtras 
præmiſſorum ſeriem continentes in hac parte debite 
conficiend. cum omni celeritate qua commode pote- 
ritis intimetis & notificetis ac teneri & obſervari de- 
mandetis injungentes eiſdem ex parte noſtra quod ſin- 
Nu eorum hujuſmodi moderacionem per literas ſuas 

ub forma qua decet ſimiliter conficiend. aliis prælatis 
& clero ſuarum dioc. publice intimari & notificari ac 
teneri & ſervari fac. ſub periculo quod incumbit priore 


- mandato noſtro prædicto non obſtante. T. meipſo apud 
Coventr. decimo ſexto die Januarii anno regni noſtri 


viceſimo ſecundo. Tenor vero cedulæ de qua præfer- 
tur ſequitur in hæc verba. Quantum ad moderacio- 
nem contentorum ſub ſtatuto talis prout ſequitur eſt 
Domini noſtri Regis intencio quod ob honorem Dei & 


ſanctæ Romanz Eccleſiz & propter præcipuam affecci- 
onem quam obtinet penes Dominum noſtrum Summum 


Pontificem modernum contemplacione eciam Reverendi 
Patris Domini Petri Dei gratia Aquenſis Epiſcopi apo- 
ſtolicæ ſedis Nuncii quem eo quod ſuus eſt ligeus & 


magis ſibi acceptus affectat ultra omnes alios pro hac 
materia inantea proſequentes uberins proſperari non 


obſtante ſtatuto vel aliis in contrarium ordinatis tolera- 


| bitur uſque ad proximum Parliamentum prout inferius 


eſt inſcriptum. In primis videlicet quantum ad digni- 


tates epiſcopales cum vacuerint expectato congruo 


tempore pro eleccionum in Curia repreſentacione Sum- 
mus Pontifex provideat electo ſi Rex pro eo ſcripſerit 


vel alteri Pomini noſtri Regis ligeo ſibi grato & ac- 
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tepto. Item quantum ad proyifionem in Cathedra - 
libus & collegjatis eccleſiis providebit Summus Ponti - 
fex Gardinalibus vel aliis Anglicis de tribus de cætero 
racaturis in ſinguls eccleſiis fopradictis ſub hac forma 

= quod poſt proviſionem unam auQtoritate papali ha- 
beat Ordinarius ſecundam & ſic viciſſim quouſque per 
ſedem apoſtolicam facta ſit in tribus proviſio in reliquis 
autem vacaturis penes Ordinarium remanebit col» 
lacio. Set tamen Dominis Cardinalibus non provi- 
debitur de dignitatibus electivis quibuſcunque nee 
principalibus in collegiatis vel aliquibus beneficiis cu- 
tiatis ſeu reſidenciam vel perſonale adminiſtracionis 
exercicium de jure vel conſuetudine requirentibus ali- 
WE quibus tamen alienigenis Cardinalibus infra regnum 
nullatenus providebit. Item quantum ad. proviſiones 
de collacionibus Ordinariorum vel aliorum ſpiritualiam 
patronorum extra eccleſias metropolitanas cathedrales 
& collegiatas Summus Pontifex de beneficiis de cætero 
vacaturis habeat proviſiones de primo vacaturo & Or- 
dinarius vel Patronus Spiritualis de ſecundo vacaturq 
& ſic fiet viciſſim uſque ad finem Paſche prox. futur. 
& ab inde uſque ad idem feſtum tunc proxime ſequens. 
Iſta tamen tolerancia quantum ad proviſiones per 
ſedem apoſtolicam faciend, in beneficiis poſt dat. præ- 
ſencium vacaturis tantummodo locum obtinebit titulis 
& poſſeſſione antea obtinentium in omnibus ſemper 
ſalvis. Quocirca vobis committimus & mandamus 
quatenus præmiſſa omnia & ſingula in dictis brevi & 
cedula content. in veſtris civitate & dioc. literis veſtris 
intimetis & notificetis ac moderacionem in dicta cedula 
expreſſatam in perſona veſtra teneatis & obſervetis. 
Vobis etiam ex parte regia injungentes quod modera- 
dcionem hujuſmodi a Prelatis & Cleto dictarum veſtra- 
rum civitatis & dioc. teneri faciatis & eciam obſervari, 
ſeriemque & tenorem brevis & cedulæ prædict. de & 
ſuper moderacione hujuſmodi de qua præfertur uni- 
verſis & ſingulis confratribus Coepiſcopis & Suffraga- 
neis noſtris noſtræ Cantuarien. provinciæ per literas 
reſtras patentes præmiſſorum ſeriem continentes in hae 
parte conficignd. cum omni celeritate qua commode 
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tueritis eciam intimetis & notificetis ac teneri & ob- 
Firvart demandetis injungentes eiſdem ex parte regia” | 
quod ſinguli eorum hujuſmodi moderacionem per li- 
teras ſuas ſub forma qua decet ſimiliter conficiend. aliis 
Prelatis & Clero ſuarum civitatum & dioc. publice in- 
timari & notificari ac teneri & obſervari faciant prour 
& ſecundum quod tenores & effectus brevis & cedulz . 
prædictorum in ſe exigunt & requirunt. Dat. in ma 
nerio noſtro de Otteford decimo quarto die menſis Fe- 
bruarii Anno Domini Milleſimo Trecenteſimo Nonage- 
| ſimo Octavo & noſtræ Conf. Anno Secundo. Quarum 
| : quidem literarum auctoritate Vobis omnia & ſingula 
| in dictis literis contenta ſeriemque & tenorem brevis x 
cedulæ prædict. de & ſuper moderacione hujuſmodi de 
ua præfertur per has literas noſtras patentes præmiſ- 
orum ſeriem continentes cum ea qua decuit reverencia 
intimamus & notificamus ac per vos ſecundum formam 
& effectum eorundem brevis & cedulz teneri & obſer- 
vari mandamus injungentes vobis ex parte regia quod 
hujuſmodi moderacionem per literas veſtras ſub ſorma 
qua decet conficiend, Prelatis & Clero veſtrarum ci- 
vitat. & dioc. publice nunciari & notificari ac teneri & 
obſervari faciatis prout & ſecundum quod tenores & 
effectus brevis & cedulæ prædictorum nec non literarum 
Reverendiſſimi Patris Domini Archiepiſcopi antedicti in 
ſe exigunt & requirunt. Dat. ſub figi:lo noſtro in 
manerio noſtro de Wykham die viceſimo quarto menſ. 
Februar. Anno Domini Milleſimo Trecenteſimo Nona- 
geſimo Octavo & noſtræ Conf. Anno Decimo Octavo. 
Auctoritate igitur literarum prædictarum vobis com- 
mittimus & mandamus quatenus omnia & ſingula in 
dictis literis contenta ſeriemque & tenorem brevis & 
cedulz prædict. de & ſuper moderacione hujuſmodi 
Prelatis & clero in noſtra Civitate & Archidiaconatu 
Wynton. conſtitutis publice nuncietis & notificetis. In- 
jungentes vobis ex parte regia quod hujuſmodi mode- 
racionem in perſona veſtra teneatis & obſervetis ac eciam 
a Prelatis & Clero in dictis civitate & Archidiaconatu 
teneri & obſervari faciatis prout & ſecundum mm 
2 | | | tenor 
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APP E N DI X. or 
tenores & effectus brevis & cedulæ ac literarum præ- 
dictarum in ſe exigunt & requirunt. Dat. &c. | 

20 Iv... Tn” 
Ex Libro Evidentiarum Eccleſiz Cath. Winton. No I. 
80 — OT 
De CanTARIA Wilhelmi Wykeham Epiſcopi Wynton. 


1 IVERSIS Sanctæ Matris Eccleſiæ filiis præ- 
ſentes literas inſpecturis, Thomas miſeratione 
divina Eccleſiz Cathedralis Wyntoniæ Prior humilis 
& ejuſdem loci Conventus, Salutem in eo qui eſt om- 
nium vera ſalus. Noverit Univerſitas veſtra quod cum 
Reverendus in Chriſto Pater & Dominus Dominus 
Wilhelmus de Wykeham Wynton. Epiſcopus noſtri 
Prioratus Patronus, divinæ remunerationis intuitu & 
pro ipſius animæ ſalute, in noſtri Prioratus exoneratio- 
nem multimodam & perpetuum relevamen, quoddam 
corrodium ſive præſtationem annuam de domo Priora- 
tus eccleſiæ noſtræ Sancti Swithuni Prioratui de Ha- 
mele in the Rys in Com. Sutht. valoris annui decem li- 
brarum & amplius primitus debit. poſtmodumque in & 
ad Cuſtodem Socios & Scolares Coll. beatæ Mariæ pro- 
pe civitatem Wynton. Seynte Marie College of Wyn- 
cheſtre vulgariter nuncupati, & ipſorum Collegium per 
venerabilem Patrem antedictum noviter fundati, auto- 
ritate apoſtolica & regia legitime & effectualiter tranſ- 
lat. per eoſdem Cuſtodem Socios & Scolares procura- 
verit & fecerit nobis & ſucceſſoribus noſtris remitti ac 
in perpetuum relaxari: Idemque Reverendus Pater 
quendam annuum redditum quadraginta quinque ſoli- 
dorum & quatuor denariorum de manerio de Weſt- 
meones, quod quondam fuit Philippi de Marmeon, 
al. dict. Attehalle, exeuntem nobis & Prioratui noſ- 
tro dederit & conceſſerit pro pepetuo, ac etiam ſuam 
& noſtram eccleſram Wynton. ipſius gravibus ſumptibus 
& expenſis decentiſſime & honeſtiſſime a fundamentis 
reparaverit ac etiam renovaverit, 6. m@bis & eccleſiæ 


s | 


— , . ee HP. 


— ————— —— —— Tin 


1 


Shs APE LEND 1 K. 
22 ad Dei laudem pariter & honorem veſtimeiits 
& alia ornamenta quamplurima ex ſuz devotionis fer- 
vore contulerit : Nos igitur volentes Reverendo Patri 
antediCto, per quem & cujus interventu tanta beneficia 
adepti ſumus & favorabiliter conſecuti, grata viciſſitu- 


dine reſpondere, nonnullaque alia bona ſpiritualia & 


temporalia nobis & Prioratui noſtro & eccleſiæ noſtræ 
prædictæ a dicto Reverendo Patre magnifice facta 
pariter & impenſa ipfiuſque favores multiplices aliqui- 
bus bonis ſpiritualibus & orationum ſuffragiis pro viri- 


bus compenſare, concedimus & bona fide. promittimus 
pro nobis & ſucteſſoribus noſtris firmiter in animas 
noſtras præfato Reverendo Patri Domino Wilhelmo 


noſtro Epiſcopo pariter & Patrono, quod omnia ſequen- 
tia & ſubſcripta pro ſalute animæ ſuæ ac progenitorum 
& benefactorum ejuſdem perpetuis futuris temporibus 


faciemus & obſervabimus, eaque fic fieri & obſer- 


vari prout inferius continetur inviolabiliter faciemus. 


In primis vid. quod Reverendus Pater antedictus in 
capella in qua ſuam elegit ſepulturam infra Eccleſiam 


Cath. ſupradictam in navi ejuſdem ex parte auſtrali 
fituat. habebit tres monachos noſtri conventus tres 
miſſas pro eo & ſuis benefactoribus cotidie ſpecialiter 
celebrantes, debebuntque eadem miſſæ modo quo ſe- 
quitur perpetualiter celebrari. Prima miſſa vid. tam 
in æſtate quam yeme ſummo mane, quæ erit de Sancta 
Maria: aliæ vero duæ miſſæ die magis luceſcente de 
ſanctis aut de temporali ſecundum devotionem cele- 


brantium dicentur, hora tertia vid. five ſexta: qup- 
ertur cele- 


rum quidem monachorum taliter ut 
brantium pro eodem Reverendo Patre dum ſuperſtes 
fuerit unuſquiſque in qualibet ejus miſſa dicat hanc 
collect. Rege quzſumus, pro ipſius Reverendi Patris 
ſtatus incolumitate, ac orationem Deus cui proprium, 


pro animabus patris & matris & benefactorum Reve- 
rendi Patris Epiſcopi ſupradicti. Poſtquam vero idem 


Reverendus Pater ſubtractus fuerit ab hac luce loco 
collect. Rege quæſumus, de qua præfertur, dicetur pro 


eodem Reverendo Patre oratio, Deus qui inter = 
de 


ſtolicos, ſingulariter pro eodem. Quibus qu 


m 
. monachis 
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APPENDIX 328 
monachis ſic ut præfertur celebratibus Prior qui tune 
eſt, & qui pro tempore erit, ſingulis diebus tres dena · 


rios, vid. cuilibet eorum unum denarium bonæ & uſu- 
alis monetz fideliter miniſtrabit. Sacriſta etiam eccle- 
ſiæ ſupradictæ inveniet eiſdem tribus monachis omnia 
officia miſſæ neceſſaria vid. panem & vinum, librum & 
calicem, veſtimenta, luminaria altaris, palla, & quzcun- 


aue in hac parte ornamenta alia requiſita. Concedimus 


inſuper pro nobis & ſucceſſoribus noſtris, quod pueri 


clemoſinariz de elemoſina dit Prioratus noftri viven-_ 


tes qualibet nocte perpetuis futuris temporibus ad dic- 
tam capellam in _ corpus dicti Reverendi Patris cum 
in fata deceſſit diſponitur tumulari, cantabunt in hono- 
re beatæ Mariz Virginis Antiphonam Salve Regina, 
rel Ave Regina, & conſequenter dicent Pſalmum de 
Profundis cum Oratione Fidelium, vel Inclina, pro 


animabus patris & matris dicti Reverendi Patris, ac pro 


anima dicti Patris cum ab hac luce ſubtractus fuerit, & 
animabus omnium fidelium defunctorum. Pro præ- 
miſſis vero Nos Prior prædictus & ſucceſſores noſtri 


Priores qui pro tempore fuerint ſolvemus & ſolvent Ele- 
moſinario dictæ domus annuatim ad opus & utilitatem 


dictorum puerorum ſex ſolidos & octo denarios in feſto 
Annunciationis beatæ Mariæ Virginis in perpetuum. 


Volumus etiam & concedimus pro nobis & ſucceſſoribus 


noſtris in perpetuum, quod die Sabbati cujuſlibet ſepti- 
manæ futuræ monachi Prioratus noſtri in ordine ſacer- 


dotali conſtituti, ſani valentes & diſpoſiti ad celebran- 


dum ordinentur & intitulentur in tabula ſeriatim ad 
celebrandum miſſas prædictas cotidie per ſeptimanam 
tunc ſequentem, & ſi cui de dictis monachis ſubita in- 


firmĩitas inter horam matutinarum & miſſæ hujuſmodi ce- 


lebrand. vel prius acceſſerit, ſeu aliud impedimentum 
legitimum occurrerit, ita quod ſic ut prefertur cele- 
brare non poſlit, tunc de ipſa infirmitate ſeu impedi- 
mento, Priorem, Suppriorem vel tertium Priorem præ- 
muniet, ipſeque ſic præmunitus alium ad celebrandum 
ut præfertur effectualiter ſubrogabit, miſſaque hujuſ- 
modi celebrabitur per eundem. Ad quæ omnia & ſin- 
gula facienda implenda & fideliter obſer xanda, obli- 


gamus 
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—_ nos ſucceſſores & Prioratum noſtros ptædi Ace? 


diſtrictioni & cohercioni cujuſcumque judicis noſtri ec- 


monium ſigillum noſtrum commune præſentibus appo- 


Quadringenteſimo Quarto. 


| Collatum cum Exemplari in Veteri Regiſtro. Coll. 


donec veniat ad ultimum defectum, qui eſt mors; & 
gravi & continua ſollicitus & pulſatus ego WILHELMUSs 


vapor ad modicum parens & ſubito tranſiens, ſciens me 
de hac valle miſeriæ neceſſario receſſurum, ſed diem & 
horam exitus mei ignorans, ac cupiens mea noviſſima 
eee priuſquam vadam ad eum qui me miſit, ad 


omnia bona Prioratus noſtri prædicti præfato Vene. 


rabili Patri ac ipſius hæredibus & executoribus ac 


cleſiaſti vel etiam ſecularis. In quorum omnium teſti. 


ſuimus. Dat. in domo noſtra capituſari Wynton. de- 
cimo ſexto die menſis Auguſti Anno Domini Milleſimo 


„„ 
TESTAMENT UM 
W. WIEEHAM Epiſcopi Wynton. 
E Regiſtro Arundel in Archivis Lamethanis. 
| Part. I. Fol. 21 5—218. 


Winton. 


N nomine & honore ſummz & individuz Trinitatis 
1 Patris & Filii & Spiritus Sancti. Amen. Quia 
omne quod fit in tempore, in tempore corrumpetur, & 
quodlibey mortale vivens paulatim dilabitur & deficit, 


neſcio quamdiu ſubſiſtam, & quando tollet me Factor 
meus, eo quod cunctis diebus quibus nunc milito ex- 
pecto donec veniat immutatio mea; hac meditatione 
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YKEHAM, Altiſſimo permittente, humilis Miniſter 
Eccleſiz Cathedralis Wynton. | licet indignus, non po- 
nens ſpem meam in præſentis vitæ brevitate, quæ eſt 


„ wy A Tv 


onorem Plaſmatoris mei & Domini Jeſu Chriſti Filii 
Dei, & pro ſalute animæ meæ, & pro remiſſione omni- Wl 


1 


APPENDIX 383 
um gelictorum & peccatorum meorum, TEST AMEN- 
rum meum ſive ultimam voluntatem meam ſana mente 
& puro corde, condo, ordino, & facio in hunc modum. 
Ir RIM is lego & recommendo Animam meam omni- 
potenti Deo, Plaſmatori & Salvatori meo, qui eam cre- 
wit en nichllo; » humillimo corde ipſius clementiam 
== deprecans & requlrens ut eam per debitum magnæ mi- 
3 ericordie ſu ſocietate Eleftorum fuorum collocare 
etur 5 

Tu lego corpus meum, cum ab hac es- 
vero tradendum eccleſiaſtice ſepulturæ in medio eujuſ⸗ 
dam Capellæ in Navi dictæ Ecdefiz ex parte aultrali 
ejuſdem per me de novo conſtruftz. 
Dx Bonis autem meis, quæ miehi contulit K 
Salvatorls, ſic diſpono, volo, ordino & TY 
ultra & præter expenſas ad honorem 
tatione funeris mei, Servi ſui, faciendas, quas td 
diſpoſitioni, ordinationl, & diſcretioni Executorum & 
Amicorum meorum, omnia debita mea queecune * 
quibuſcunque perſonis ex quacunque cauſa vel occaſio- 
ne ſint debita, plene & mtegre perfolvatitur abſque 
difficultate, contradictione, impedimento ſeu dilatione 
aliquali: et deinde Legata ſubſeripta Legatarlis qui- 
b cunque plene & integre perſolvantur: de quidns 
vero onero conſcientias Executorum meorum, quod 

ipſi Executores mei omnia & ſingula ſubſcripta, . 
ficata & legata, plene, bene, fideliter & integre, abſque 
defalcatione, ſubſtractione, ſeu diminutione quacunque | 
faciant & exequantur in omnibus, pront ipſi inde re- 
ſpondere voluerint coram ſummo J udice Domino meo 
Jeſu Chriſto. | | 
ITEM lego, volo & ordino, quod in eaftto, manerio, | 
villa feu loco alio quocunque in quo me mort conti - 
gerit, Executores mei donent & diſtribuant paupe- 
ribus debllioribus & magis 3 perſonis, de me 

in vita & epiſcopatu meo tenentibus ibidem, & in omni 
loco per quem contigerit corpus meum deferri uſque 
ad Eceleſiam meam Winton. ad orandum pro ſalute 
animz mea cuilibet ipſorum pauperum tenentium 
| TE 1. & evitiber alteri, * pro 
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If ENDE3” 
amore Dei petenti, duos denarios, vel unum denarium 
ad minus, juxta diſcretionem & ordinationem ipſorum 
Executorum meorum. e 23h C4 * 
ITEM volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mei 
donent & diſtribuant, die ſepulturæ corporis mei, cui- 
libet pauperi indigenti venienti apud Winton. & elee- 
moſynam pro amore Dei & ſalute anime meæ petenti, 
quatuor denarios. LE 1 fs 5 
Ir EM lego ducentas libras dividendas inter pauperes 
priſonas * in priſonis de Newgate in London, Mareſcal- 
ciæ Regis, Wolveſeye, Winton. Oxon. Berks. Gulde- 
forde, Veteris & Nove Sarum, pro amore Dei, & pro 


o 


ſalute animæ mez. | 5 85 
ITEM, Quia Deus decorem domus ſuæ & locum ha- 
bitationis ſuæ diligit, ad honorem & laudem ipſius Dei, 
& Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, & ſanctæ Mariæ matris 
ſuæ, Apoſtolorumque ejus Petri & Pauli, & Patrono- 
rum eccleſiæ meæ prædictæ, nec non Sanctorum Birini, | 
Swythuni, Eddæ & Ethelwoldi, quorum corpora & & 
reliquiz in dicta continentur eccleſia; volo & ordino 
quod Executores mei corpus ſive medium eccleſiæ ſu- 
pradictæ inter alas auſtralem & borealem, ab oftio oc- 
cidentali chori ejuſdem eccleſiæ deorſum uſque ad fi- 
nem occidentalem ejuſdem eccleſiæ, in muris, feneſtris 
& valto, honeſte & honorifice, conformiter & decenter 
ſecundum exigentiam, formamque & modum novi ope- 
ris alarum prædictarum nunc incepti, nec non & eaſdem 
alas per idem ſpatium in longitudine refici faciant, ac 
debite reparari uſque ad ſummam duarum millium & 
quingentarum marcarum, ſi tantum expendi oporteat 
in opere ſupradicto, pro completione & conſummatione 
ejuſdem, juxta modum & formam ſuperius limitat. 
Hijs tamen conditionibus ſervatis in præmiſſis, quod 
Prior & Conventus eccleſiæ ſupradictæ inveniant to- 
tum ſcaffaldum ad opus prædictum neceſſarium, ſeu 
etiam opportunum; ac quod gratis & libere permit- 
tant & ſuſtineant calcem & zabulum de terris & quar- 
reris eorum, ac hominum & tenentium ſuorum, ubi 
melius ac utilius, pro celeriori ac feliciori dicti operis 
expeditione, Executores mei viderint expedire, ad hu- 
pn . | juſmbdi 

* Forſan, priſonar, i, e. priſonarios; 


KAP Ä © 
juſmodi novum opus dictæ ecclefiz, fodi, cariari, & 
abduci per operarios, a me vel Executoribus meis ad 
| hoc deputandos, quouſque opus hujuſmodi fic ut præ- 
mittitur totaliter compleatur ; ita etiam, quod lapides, 
plumbum, ferramenta, meremium, vitrum, & quæcun- 
que alia materia veteris operis ejuſdem eccleſiæ integre 
cedat, remaneat, & convertatur in uſum, auxilium & 
utilitatem novi operis ſupradicti. Volo etiam & or- 
dino quod diſpoſitio & ordinatio hujuſmodi novl 
operis fiant per 8 Wilhelmum Winford, & 
ho ſufficientes, diſcretos, & in arte illa approbatos, 
ab Executoribus meis, ſi oportuerit, deputandos: ac 
quod Dominus Simon Membury nunc dicti operis 
Superviſor nec non & Solutor, ſit etiam Solutor & 
Superviſor in futurum, durante opere ſupradicto, per 
ſuperviſum, teſtimonium & contra - rotulationem fratris 
Johannis Wayte dictæ eccleſiæ mez Commonachi, 
nuncque ex parte dictorum Prioris, & Conventus Con- 
tra · rotulatoris operis fupradicti, dum modo ſanus & in- 
columis fuerit, & circa hoc laborare potuerit,: alio- 
quin ipſo deficiente, ſeu laborare non valente, per ſu- 
perviſum, teſtimonium & contra - rotulationem alterius 
dictæ eccleſiæ Commonachi, in hac parte diſcreti ſuf- 
ficientis & ydonei ad hoc per dictos Priorem & Con- 
ventum capitulariter eligendi, durante opere memorato. 
Quodque ſolutiones pro dictis operibus. fiant de tem- 
pore ad tempus per ordinationem, diſpoſitionem & 
diſcretionem omnium Executorum meorum, vel ad 
minus quinque de iiſdem, de fideliter adminiſtrando 
coram inſinuante Teſtamentum meum hujuſmodi jura- 
torum. EE 1 * 5 
Ixxu lego pro feneſtris tam fuperiortbus quam infe- 
rioribus pattis auſtralis eccleſiæ prædictæ per me repa- 
ratæ, bete & honeſte & decenter juxta ordinationent 
 & diſpoſitionem Executorum meorum vitriandis, 
Quingentas Marcas; Et volo quod fiant hujuſmodi 
feneſtræ vitreæ incipiendo in fine occidentali eecleſiæ 
prædictæ in novo opere per me facto ſeriatim & in 
ordine uſque ad completionem ac conſummationem 
omnium feneſtrarum dicti novi operis partis auſtralis 
| e 2 antedictæ. 
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antedictæ. Et fi quid tunc de dicta ſumma reman- 
ſerit non ex penditum, volo quod circa feneſtras alæ 
borealis totaliter expendatur, incipiendo in fine occi - 
dentali ad primam er ws novi operis per me facti, 
& ſic continuando verſus partem orientalem, prout de 
parte auſtrali ſuperius ſpeeialiter ordinavi, . 

ITEM lego Domino meo-Regi unum par pelvium 
argent. & deaurat. cum roſis duplicatis ſculptis in 
fundo earundem. Et remitto eidem Domino meo 
Regi Quingentas Libras de pecunia a me mutuo re- 


— 


cepta per eundem. 1 
ITEM lego Domino meo Archiepiſcopo Cantuarienſi 
unum anulum aureum cum lapide de ruby; Item 
unum par precum de auro appenſum ad unum monile de 
auro, habens hæc verba inſculpta, I H C xs 
Amor Mus.“ Item unum aa dermeſynitinn 
argenteum & novum formatum ad modum navis. 
TEM lego Succeſſori meo in Epiſcopatu meo Win⸗ 
ton. meliorem Librum meum de Officio Pontificali, qui in- 
cipit in ſecundo folio © Dicant excepto.” Item meliorem 
librum meum miſſalem , qui incipit in ſecundo folio 
poſt Kalendare Tum Angelum.” Item lego eidem 
Succeſfſori meo majorem anulum meum, aureum, pon- 
tificalem, cum lapide de ſaphiro circumdato & ornato 
cum quatuor baleys & duobus parvis diamandis, ac 
undecim margaritiss Item calicem meum meliorem 
deauratum & amelatum in pede cum ymaginibus de 
Paſſione. Item Ponſere meum meliorem operatum & 
ornatum cum novem baleys & cxlj margaritis. | 
.-ITEM lego Reverendo in Chriſto Patri Domino Ro- 
berto Dei gratia London. Epiſcopo, majorem lectum 
meum rubeum de ſerico, qui pendere ſolet in majori 
camera Palatii Winton. cum toto apparatu ejuſdem, ac 
totam ſectam de tapetis rubeis cameræ prædictæ, qui - 
bus uti ſoleo cum eodem lecto ibidem. | 
ITEM lego Eccleſiæ meæ Winton, veſtimentum me- 
um novum de blodio panno, virgato & operato cum 
leonibus de auro, cum viginti capis de eodem panno 
aurifrigiatis cum hiſtoria de Jeſſe. Item lego eidem 
eccleſiæ mez unum vas de berillo, ordinatum pro 
7 . corpore 


# * 


KI 
Ty 
"or 
3 A 
\<F 
WL 
IM 
"> 
8 
5 
N 25 
208 
1 
. 
. 8 
_ 
xt 
* IV 
-— {WP 
SA 4 
a 
9 > 
. 
1 
L 
* 3 
5 
n 
8 
8 
8 
"EIS 
Re 3 < 
6 Ss 
35 
WS. 
WY 
2 yy 
"A 
+8 
.— = 
WED 
1 
3 
RR 
1 
bes 
ES. -* 
_. - 
4 * * 
-\ "Sa 
4" 08 
F. — 
8 
13 
238 
"<A 
2 
93 
<2 
* E - 
— 
1 
"on 
. 0 
3 
i 
* ih 
. 
2 
. 
ou 
BY 
2 
5 
op 
1 
by 
. 
* ML 
Ks” 

4 +2 
. 
- + hh 

* 
3 
ES 
—Y 
be 
Ps 
Wes 
7 
1.3 
wry 

* 
= 
bh 
— 2 
* 


quiis de ligno Dominico. 
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corpore Chriſti. Item unam crucem de auro cum reli- 


ITEM lego Priori eccleſiz mez prædicta ad oran- 


dum pro anima mea unum cyphum argenteum deaura- 
= tum cum cooperculo, & unum aquarium argenteum 


deauratum, pretii amborum viginti librarum. 


ITEM lego ſingulis Monachis ejuſdem eccleſiz in 


ordine ſacerdotali conſtitutis ad orandum pro anima 
mea Quinque Marcas; cuilibet autem Monacho ejuſ- 
dem eccleſiæ non Preſbytero, in minoribus ordinibus 
conſtituto, lego quadraginta ſo:idos ad orandum pro 
anima men. - . : 
- ITEM lego Collegio meo Oxon, mitram meam & ba- 
culum meum paſtoralem, ac dalmaticas & ſandalia 
mens. of = e 2 | 
ITEM lego Collegio meo Winton. aliam mitram 
meam planam, aurifrigiatam, ac bibliam meam uſua- 
lem. Item librum vocatum ** Catholicon.” Item librum 
vocatum Rationale Divinorum.“ Item librum voca- 


tum Florarium Bartholomæi.“ Item librum de Vita 


Sancti Thomæ, vocatum Thomas.“ Item librum 
vocatum * Pars Oculi.“ „ 

IrE M lego Cuſtodi Coll. mei Oxon. Decem Marcas 
& unum cyphum argenteum deauratum cum coopercu- 
lo, & unum aquarium argenteum deauratum, pretii 


amborum Viginti Marcarum: quem quidem cyphum 


cum cooperculo & aquarium, volo ditto, Cuſtodi & 
ſuis in ipſius officio Succeſſoribus ad uſum ſuum & 


dicti Collegii pro perpetuo remanere. 
ITEM lego cuilibet Socio perpetuo ejuſdem Coll. in 


ordine ſacerdotali conſtituto Viginti Sex Solidos & 
Octo Denarios; cuilibet autem Socio non Preſbytero 
in facris ordinibus conſtituto Viginti Solidos ; cuilibet 
vero Socio in minoribus ordinibus conſtituto Sexdecim 


Solidos Octo Denarios ; ac unicuique Scholari ejuſdem 


Coll. infra probationis annos exiſtenti, dum tamen ſte - 
terit per annum in Collegio poſtquam receptus fuerit 
in verum & perpetuum Socium ejuſdem, Treſdecim 


Solidos, Quatuor Denarios Sterlingorum. 


Sy C c 3 | ITEM 
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—_ TT TFENDFST. 
ITE lego cuilibet Capellano conductitio Capellz 
Coll. mei Oxon per biennium continuum a die mortis | 
 mez moram in dicto Coll. facienti, & divina celebranti 
in eodem, viginti Solidos. Et volo, ordino, & diſpo- 
no, quod ſingulis diebus a die mortis mez notæ in 
| dicto Coll. uſque ad diem ſolempnitatis ſepulturz meæ 
| | & per quadraginta dies ex tunc immediate ſequentes 
| dicatur in communi in Capella ipſius Coll. cum nota 
_ officium mortuorum ac miſſa ſolempnis de Requiem 
pro anima mea, & animabus omnium fidelium de- 
 funtorum. f | 
l I1EM lego Decem Libras dividendas & diſtribuen- 
das inter Clericos & Choriſtas Capellæ dicti Coll, 
| Oxon. ac Servientes intrincecos communes ipſius Coll. 
| juxta diſcretionem Cuſtodis, Vicecuſtodis & Burſari- 
or um Collegii memorat. „ 


ITEM lego Cuſtodi Coll. mei Winton. Decem Mar- 
eas & unum cyphum argenteum deauratum, cum coo- 
perculo, & unum aquarium argenteum deauratum, 
pretii amborum Viginti Marcarum. Quem quidem 
| | eyphum cum cooperculo & aquario volo difto Cuſtodi 
| & ſuis in ipſius officio Succeſſoribus ad uſum ſuum & 
i dicti Coll. pro perpetuo remanere. OE 
ITEM lego cuilibet Socio perpetuo Preſbytero ejuſ- 
dem Coll. mei Winton. Viginti Sex Solidos & Octo 
Denarios; cuilibet autem Capellano conductitio Ca- 
pellæ Coll. mei juxta Winton. Viginti Solidos: ac 
Magiſtro Thomæ Romſeye Inſtructori Scholarium Coll. 
prædicti Centum Solidos, Sub- inſtructori vero ſive 
Hoſtiario Viginti Solidos. Et volo quod fingulis die- 
bus a die mortis mee uſque ad diem ſolempnitatis ſe - 
pulturæ meæ, & per quadraginta dies extunc Immedia- 
te ſequentes dicatur in communi in Capella dicti Coll. 
Vinton. cum nota officium mortuorum & miſſa ſo- 
lempnis de Requiem pro falute animæ mez & omnium 
fidelium defunctorum. RE 
Ik u lego cuilibet Scholari Coll. mei Winton. Sex 
bdiolidos & Octo Denarios. 35 8 
I”"tm lego Decem Marcas Sterlingorum dividendas 
& diſtribuendas inter Clericos & Choriſtas dicti Coll. 
8 5 . = Winton, 
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Winton. ac Servientes intrincecos communes ipſius 


Coll. juxta diſcretionem Cuſtodis Vicecuſtodis & Bur- 


ſariorum Coll. memorati. 


ITEM lego Fabrice Eccleſiz Sarum Viginti Libras 


pro exequiis die obitus mei, & die triceſimo a tempore 
mortis meæ, inter ipſius eccleſiæ Canonicos & Miniſ- 
tros ſolempniter celebrandis. 

ITEM lego Abbati Monaſterii de Hyda ad „ 
pro anima mea unum cyphum argenteum deauratum 


cum cooperculo, pretii Decem Librarum: & cuilibet 
Monacho ejuſdem Monaſterii in ordine ſacerdotali con- 


ſtituto Quadraginta Solidos, cuilibet vero alteri dicti 
Monaſteri Monacho in minoribus ordinibus conſtituto 
Viginti Solidos, ad orandum pro anima mea. 


'ITEW lego Abbatiſſæ Monaſterii Sancte Maria 
Winton. Quinque Marcas Sterlingorum; cuilibet au- 


tem Moniali ejuſdem Monaſterũ lego T reldecim Solidos, 
Quatuor Denarios, 
Irzu lego Priori & Conventui Beatz Mariz de 


Overe in Suthwerk meorum Patronatus & Dioceſios 


pro reparatione eccleſiæ ipforum & ad orandum pro 


anima mea Quadraginta Libras ee in qui- : 


bus michi tenentur. 


Ir EM lego Abbati & Conventui de Wawtle: meorum 


Patronatus & Dioceſios ad orandum pro anima mea 
Decem Libras. a 
IxrEM lego Abbathiz de Tychefeld meorum Patro- 
natus & Dioceſios unum par reſtimentorum cum 
_ cahee, 
ITEM lego Priori & Conventui de Tanton mei Pa- 
tronatus Bathonienſis Dioceſios ad orandum Pro ani- 
ma mea Centum Marcas Sterlingorum. 

'IrgEM lego Abbatiſſe Monaſterii Monalium | de 
Romeſeye Qninque Marcas Sterlingorum 

Ir lego Felic. Aas * Moniali ejuſdem Monaſteri 
Centum Solidos; cuilibet vero alteri Moniali ejuſdem 


dae lego Treſdecim Solidos & 2 _ 


lios. 
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IrEI lego Abbatiſſæ & Conventui ejuſdem Mona- 
ſterii pro reparatione eccleſiæ ſua & clauſtri ejuſdem 
Monaſterii Quadraginta Libras Sterlingorum in qui- 
bus michi nuuc ex mutuo tenentur. | 


ITem lego. Fabrice - Eccleſiz Parochialis ibidem 
Viginti Marcas. 


ITEM lego Abbatiſſæ & Conventui de Wherewell 
ad orandum pro anima mea Viginti Marcas. © 
ITEM. lego Priori & Conyentui Sancti Dionyſiij juxta 


Suthampton ad reparandum & emendandum defeftus 


eccleſiæ ipſorum Viginti Marcas: | 
ITEM lego Prioriſſæ & Conventui de 8 ad | 

orandum oy: anima mea Decem Libras Sterlingorum, 
ITEM Priori & Conventui de Taurigge mea 

Dioceſios ad. orandum pro anima mea Centum So- 


lidos. 


Irzu lego ad diſtribuendum inter Fratres & 'Sore- 
res ac Pauperes Hoſpitalis Sancti Thome in Suthwerk 
ad orandum pro anima mea juxta diſcretionem Execu- 
torum meorum Decem Marcas. 

Irzu lego Hoſpitali Sante Crucis juxta Wiaton, 


unum par veſtimentorum cum calice, & unum par 


pelvium argent. cum + Feer de Molyn ſculptis in 
fundo earundem ad modum crucis. 


IrEMu lego Hoſpitali Sancti Nicholai de Porteſmuth | 


unum par veſtimentorum cum calice. 


Irzm lego Eccleſiæ Beatz Marlæ Southampton 
unum par veſtimentorum cum calice. 


ITEM lego Collegio Sanctæ Elizabethæ unum par | 
pelvium argent. cum ymagine Sancti Martini ſedente in 
equo ſculpt. in fundo cafundem, ac. duos urciolos ar- 
genteos ad uſum ſummi altaris ibidem. | 

Ir EM lego Hoſpitali Sanctæ Marie Magdalene pro- 
pe Civitatem Winton pro reparatione eccleſiæ ac do» 
morum & tenementorum ejuſdem Hoſpitalis Centum 
Solidos. | | 

Ir EM lego ere dbe Hoſpitalis Eleemoſynarie Ec · 
cleſiæ meæ Sancti Swythuni Quadraginta Solidos inter 


ipſas æqualiter dividendos ad orandum pro anima mea, 
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ITEM lego Eccleſiæ de Hameldon unum _portily-- 
rium Capellæ meæ juxta electionem & diſcretionem 
Executorum meorum, & unum calicem. 

ITzM lego conſimili modo Eccleſiæ de 
unum aliud  portiforium dictæ Capellz meæ & unum 
calicem. 

ITEM lego euilibet Eccleſiarum fublptarim; vir. 
Wytteney, Farnham, Chiriton, Havonte, & Burghclere, 
mei Patronatus, unum veſtimentum integrum vix. 
Sacerdote, Diacono, 8 Sub · diacono, cum cape cri | 
& uno calice. | 

ITEM lego: cuilibet Tcclefiarun ſubſcriptarum viz. 
Fallegh, Crawle, Alwardſtoke, South-Waltham, & 
Drokenesford, meorum Patronatus & Dioceſios unam 
capam de capis uſualibus in Capella mea juxta diſcre- 
tionem Executorum meorum, nec non unum calicem. 

ITEM lego cuilibet Conventui quatuor Ordinum 
Fratrum Mendicantium Civitatis Winton Decem Mar- 
cas ad orandum pro anima mea. ; 

ITEM lego Aliciz Perot coulntighines mez Centum 5 
Libras Sterlingorum ; 

ITEM lego Magi iſtro Johanni Wykeham | Rectori | 
Eccleſiz de Crondale Centum Libras Sterlingorum. 

ITEM lego Edithz Ryngebourne conſanguineæ me 
pro ſe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis Contuny 
Libras Sterlingorum. : 

ITEM lego Agneti Wodelok conſanguinez meæ pro 
ſe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis Centum 
Libras Sterlingorum. | 

ITEM lego Johannz uxori Wilhelmi Mavyell pro ſe 
& liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis N 
Libras Sterlingorum. - 

ITEM lego Edithæ uxori Wilhelmi Croyſer conſan- 
guineæ mee centum Libras Sterlingorum. ' 

ITEM lego Dominz Agneti Sandes conſanguines 
meg pro ſe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis | 
Centum Libras Sterlingorum. 

ITEM lego T homæ Warenner Quinquaginta Mar- 
cas in quibus michi per ſcriptum ous: obligatorium 
tenetur, 

| Arzu | 
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Irxu lego Thome filio & hæredi ejuſdem Thome 


conſanguineo meo Viginti Libras Sterlingorum. 
Ir Eu lego Riginald. filio ejuſdem Thomæ Waren- 


ner conſanguineo meo Viginti Libras Sterlingorum. 


ITEM lego Wilhelmo Ryngebourne conſanguineo 
meo Viginti Libras Sterlingorum. 

IrEM Johanni Benett de Bottele conſanguineo x meo 
Viginti Libras r 

IrEM lego Magiſtro Johanni Wykeham ReQori 

leſiæ de Biriton pro inceptione fua in theologia & 
allis actibus ſcholaſticis Quinquaginta Libras. 

IrEM lego Elenæ ſorori Magiſtri Nicholai Wykeham 
pro ſe & liberis ſuis non maritatis nec promotis vnd 
i 

ITEM lego Selote Purbyk Decem ben | 

ITEM lego duobus Capitalibus Juſticiariis Domini 
Regis, de Banco Domini Regis & de communi Banco, 
cuilibet ipſorum unum anulum aureum cum uno dya- 
mand. vel unum de parris tablettis ad valorem Centum 
Solidorum. 

ITEM lego Domino Wilhelmo Hengford unum anu- 
lum aureum vel unum tablett. ad valorem Centum Soli- 
dorum. - 

IR M lego Hollies Roberto Faryngton unum plate. 
rium & unum par precum. 

. ITEM lego Johanni Uvedale unum cyphum argen · 
teum vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem Marcarum. 

ITEM lego Henrico Popham unum cyphum argen- 
teum vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem Marcarum. - 

ITEM lego Johanni Chamflour, Nicholao Bray & 
Stephano Carre, cuilibet ipſorum unum cyphum vel a- 
liud jocale ad valorem Centum Solidorum. _ 

ITzM lego Domino Wilhelmo Savage ReQori Ec- 
cleſiæ de Overton Viginti Libras. 

IrEM Domino Johanni Keton Præcentori Ecclefie 


Southampton Viginti Libras. 


ITEM volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mei 


F & diſtribuant perſonis in Rotulo huic præſenti 
Teſtamento annexo, & ſigillo meo figillato, couſcrip- 
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us, res & ſummas in eodem rotulo . ſingulis de- 
ſignatas ac etiam limitatas. 

ITEM lego Executoribus meis onus adminiſtratio- 
nis hujus Teſtamenti. mei in ſe ſuſcipientibus ſummam 
Mille Librarum inter ipſos æquallter dividendam, no- 
mine remunerationis laboris eorundem circa executĩo - 
nem Teſtamenti prædicti; ita tamen, qu lus dic- 
torum Executorum meorum quicquam in dicta ſumma 
percipiat ſeu participet, niſi hujus Teſtamenti mei 
onus adminiſtrationis in ſe ſuſceperit & admiſerit, ac de 
fideliter adminiſtrando in bonis hujuſmodi Teſtamen- 
tum meum concernentibus, coram illo, per quem 
Teſtamenti hujus probationem fieri continget, ad 
ſanta Dei Evangelia præſtet corporaliter Juramen- 
tum, i 

Res1Duum vero bonorum meorum ſuperins. non le- 
gatorum, do, lego & committo ordinationi ac diſpoſi- 
tioni Executorum meorum ſubſcriptorum; ut ipſi de 
bonis meis prædictis pro ſalute & remedio animæ 
mez ordinent ac fideliter diſponant ſicut in diſtricto 
examine coram Summo Judice voluerint reſpondere. 

Hou jus autem Teſtamenti mei Executores ordino, 
facio, & conſtituo; Reverendum in Chriſto Patre 
Dominum Robertum, Dei gratia, Londonien. Epiſęo- 
pum, ac venerabiles viros Magiſtros Nicholaum Wyke- 
ham, Johannem Elmere, & Johannem Campeden, 
Thomam Chelrey Seneſcallum terrarum Epiſcopatus 
mei Winton. Thomam Wykeham conſanguineum me- 
um & hæredem, ac Dominum Thomam Ayleward | 
Rectorem Eccleſiæ de Havonte. 

Dat. apud South · Waltbam viceſimo quarto die 

Menſis Julii, Anno ab Incarnatione Domini ſe- 

cundum curſum & computationem Eccleſia 

Anglicanæ Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo Tertio. 

Indiccione undecima Pontificatus ſanctiflimi in 
Chriſto Patris & Domini noſtri Domini Bo- 

niracii divina providentia Papæ Noni Anno 

Decimo Quarto. 

Præſentibus diſcretis viris Dominis Wilbelmo 
Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Wilhelmo 


| Boutillere 
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Boutillere & Johanne Knyght, ac me 
Wilhelmo Donne Notario Publico hujus 
Teſtamenti Scriba, Teſtibus ad hoc voca- 
tis ſpecialiter & rogatis. 


ET EGO Wilhelmus Doune Clericus Exon. Dioc. 
Publicus auctoritate apoſtolica Notarius prædicti Teſ- 
tamenti faccioni, voluntati, ordinationi, diſpoſitioni, 
Executorum nominationi & conſtitutioni, teſtiumque 
prædictorum rogationi, ac cæteris omnibus & ſingu- 


lis præmiſſis, dum ſic ut præmittitur per Reverendum 


Patrem Dominum Wilhelmum Wykeham Epiſcopum 


'Winton. fub anno, indiccione, pontificatu, menſe, die, 


& loco prædictis agebantur & fiebant, una cum præ-· 


nominatis teſtibus præſens interfui, eaque ſic fieri vidi 


& audivi: ac de mandato ejuſdem Reverendi Patris 
ſeripſi & in hanc publicam formam redegi, ſignoque 
& nomine meis conſuetis ſignavi in fidem & teſtimo- 
nium omnium præmiſſorum. 85 


* / ; 


CODICEL- 


B 


e 1 RT 


A” 21 * E N. DT * 397 


| CODICELLUS five ROTULUS de quo ſupra fit 


mentio. 

Thomas Che 42 at dr. 1 
5 lorem yy * I br 
Thomas wWyreham de vaſis argent ” N 
valorem I. br. 
Magiſter Nicholaus Wykeham 4 valts- gh 
argent. ad valorem - I. libr. 
Magiſter Johannes Ellemere de val. ar- N 
; gent. ad val. - 1. libr. 
== Magiſter Johannes Campeden de va REIN | 
arg. ad val. - I. libr. 
= Magiſter Robertus Keton de vaſ. arg. E $a 
ad val. xXxVj xiij din 


Thomas Aylward de vaſ. ag ad val. „„ . br. 
Wilhelmus Norton de vaſ. arg. ad val. XXV xiij itt 


2 | Thomas Lavyngton de val. arg. ad val. xxvj xij iii 
wWilhelmus Butillere xx Libr. cum uno 1 


calice præterea. . 
Walterus Aule - xx libr. 


J ohannes Sturmiſtre xx Libr. cum uno 

calice. | | | Ed gs 
Johannes Lytton 8 35 
Johannes Bussh - a - xx libr. 


Richardus Chicheſ tre 9j xij in 
Johannes Kayght xx Libr. cum uno ca- : 


lice | | 
Johannes Langele - V' «ij 11 
Johannes Hende 5 - . 


Joc, Bailiff 3 „ 
Wilhelmus Brocheband XX Libr. cum 5 
uno cipho argent. 


Johannes Falle x libr. 


Wilhelmus Weſtynton F 
Radulphus Arches 5 5 c. 8. 
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Wilhelmus CE — 8 * C 8. 
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Wilhelmus Peti-John 5 5 Ey) viij 
Wilhelmus Saleman 3 vj xiij i 
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Thomas Somer . „ Ixyj vi 
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Johannes Skyrewhit  - <- dj vii 
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Nicholaus Bucher 
Johannes Gare Butellar. 
Richardus Howe 


"Bio 


APPENDELX. 


Petrus Hyndon 

Thomas Payn 

Johannes Mundy 
Wilhelmus [“ Ruſſel] 
Richardus [* Wintrythe] 


Galfridus ['* Dewar] 


Richardus Forde 


| Rogerus Gare Aulz 


Johannes Bury 
Thomas Lavender 
Johannes Bolt 

Johannes Frythe 
Nicholaus Bonde 
Rogerus Gare Piſtrinæ 
Richardus Smith g. came- 
ræ Domini 


Thomas Rede 


Gardinar. de Waltham 
Johannes Fox 
Wilhelmus Gog 
Johannes Martyn 
Richardus Bikebrok 
Johannes Stanes 
Wilhelmus Bailif 
Johannes Billebury 
Robertus Bathe 


Johannes Lemere 
Wilhelmus Aldewyne 


Garcio Venatoris 

Pag. Char. Goos 

Pag. Char. Somer 

Pag. Lavendr. 

F 48. Piſtrine 
-_ 


. Vet. Regiſtr. Coll. Wint. 
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Cuilibet 


> Cuilibet 


2% 


al ſolid. 
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1%f A FP F EN D IX. 
P ag, Palfr. . | | 1 5 
Pag. Pult. | 

. Fd. Cornific. - 

Rogerus Sourlond 


Pag. Squiler F Cuilibet - 4 1 f 4 


Johannes Fox junior. 
Johannes Wayte 
Pag. Hax. 


Johannes Smyth | | 


Simon Membury&— - „VV br. 


_ Vicar de Sombourn Regiſtr. unum ci 1 
phum arg. cum cooperculo ad valorem | 5 
L Johannes Doun Clericus Regiſtr. quinque marc. J 


Wilhelmus Mavyel J 


Johannes Arches | : . 
Wilhelmns Faukener : . 
Johannes Dekene | Cuilibet iſtorum c. 8s. vel 


— 


Johannes Fromond f valorem c. s. ad eleccio- 
Richardus Wallop stem Executorum. 
Richardus Elys | | 
Thomas Warennere 
Walterus Hoke | 


Edwardus Coudray  unum ciphum arg. ad. | 
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Richardus Prewes Clericus Epiſcopatus x libr. 
Wilhelmus Portman Clericus de Taunton + Fg 
Wilhelmus Lamport Clericus de Dounton Ixvj s vijd 
Edmundus Nyng Clericus de Twyford c. s 
Richardus Sydal Clericus de Wytteneye Ixvjs viijd 
Johannes Compton Clericus de Wergrave 1xvj s viij d 
Henricus Habraham Clericus de Sutton ci. s 


Wilhelmus Knyght Clericus de Meone x libr. 


Richardus Knollere Clericus de Waltham c.s 
Wihelmus Pope Clericus de Clere c. s 
Johannes Shire Clericus de Farnham xvjs viijd 


Johannes Myſt nn „ ͤ 


J Can Want» on nn ny ere 
+ Ita Regiftr, Arundel. Deeſt in Vet. Regiſt, Coll. Wint. 
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APPENDIX 1 
Janitor de Taunton } n e 
Janitor de Wolveſey | 
| Janitor de Farnham 
Janitor London. 


de Taunton 
de Waltham 
de Farnham ; 
| deHameldon | | „ 
de Meone juxta diſcrecionem Exe- 
de Merdon cutorum. . 

| de Merewell | | 
de Clere © 

de Sutton | 
de Farham | 

(de Biterne 


A 


4 


Cuſtos Warennæ de Overton 
Cuftos Warennæ de Farnham / + 5 8 
Cuſtos Warennæ de Wergrave & juxta diſcrecionem 
Cuſtos Warennæ de Longwode Executorum. 
Thomas Buckingham Waren- | 


narius de Eſshere 2 


N DEI NOMINE AMEN. Ego Wilhelmus 
.Wykeham Altiſſimo permittente humilis # ma; 
Eccleſiæ Cath. Wynt. licet indignus, conſiderans. quod 
ambulatoria eſt voluntas teſtantium uſque ad vite 
ipſorum exitum, nec non ad mentem meam revo- 
cans, ac memoriz reducens, quod poſt Teſtamenti mei 
factionem, nonnulla in eodem Teſtamento legata, ordi- 
nata, & diſpoſita, ſunt per me divina gratia aſſiſtente 
juxta dictæ ultimæ voluntatis mez diſpoſitionem adim- 
pleta & executioni realiter demandata; idcirco codi- 
cillando quoad omnia legata hujuſmodi, quæ duxi præ- 
ſentibus codicillis ſpecialius exprimenda, Executores in 
præfato Teſtamento meo nominatos volo eſſe penitus 
W . <xoneratos etiam & quietos, ac eadem legata expreſſe 
= adimo per præſentes. In primis legatum Ducentarum 
1 D | | Librarum 


I 


= 0 
PE 
. 
4 3 
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1 Librarum relictum pauperibus priſonis * in Teſtamento 
meo prædicto. Item legatum veſtimenti novi de blod. 
panno virgato & operato cum leonibus de aura cm 
triginta capis de eodem panno aurifrigiatis cum hiſtos: 
ria de Jeſſe relictum Eccleſiæ mez Wynton. in eodem. 
Item legatum relictum in eodem Abbati Mon. de 
Huyda & cuilibet monacho ejuſdem Mon. Item legatum 
| precum reliftum in eodem Domino Roberto Faryng- 
5 ton. Item Quinquaginta Marcas de legato C Libra- 


um relict. in eodem Aliciz Perot conſanguineæ mez. fa, 
Item omnia & ſingula legata relicta in quodam Rotulo D 
eidem Teftamento annexo & ſigillo meo ſigillato, de ti 
| quo in eodem Teſtamento meo fit mentio, perſonis iti be 
„ eodem Rotulo matriculatis adſeripta adimo, eo quod E 
* de eiſdem agens in humanis meam complevi in omnibus fr: 
—" voluntatem. Item volo & ordino quod fi quz alia de an 
* relictis ordinatis & diſpoſitis in T'eſtamento meo aut ba 
”w præſentibus codicillis per me perantea aut in futurum Ct 
dum fuero in humanis fuerint facta ſoluta vel etiam Ju 
executa quod illa geſſent poſt mortem meam, ac ea Wil cc 
exnunc prout extunc adimo: & quod ad ipſa facienda T 
| 5 ſolvenda vel exequenda Executores mei nullatenus ru 
| dnerentur ſeu etiam compellantur, ſed quod in illis tit 
| omnibus ſint liberi quieti & prorſus. abſoluti. Fact. de 
; fuerunt prædict. Codicill. per me Wilhelmum Wyke- al 
| ham antedictum apud Southwaltham decimo die Men- de 
\ ſis Janyarii Anno ab Incarnatione Domini ſecundum V 
curſum & computationem Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ Mille- ne 
ſimo Quadringenteſimo Tertio, Indiccione Duodecima, pi 
' Pontificatus ſanctiſſimi in Chriſto Patris & Domini A 
1 noſtri Domini Bonifacii divina providentia Pape Noni nc 
| Anno Quintodecimo, præſentibus diſcretis viris Domi- 
| nis Wilhelmo Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Johanne | 
| Knyght & Johanne Busſh Preſbyteris, teſtibus ad præ - C 
10 miſſa vocatis ſpecialiter & rogatis. Et ego Wilhelmus ni 
* Doune Clericus Exonien. Dioc. Publicus auctoritate & 
ö apoſtolica Notarius prædict. Codicill. factioni teſtium tr 
ö rogacioni ac cæteris omnibus & ſingulis dum ſic ut præ- G 
x | mittitur per Reverendum Patrem Dominum Wilhelmum m 
2 5 Ta ne ri 


» Ferlan, prifonariis, 


tium, dilectis in Chriſto filiis Magiſtro Jean May- 
| piritu- 
alitatis Civitatis & Dioc. Wynton. ſede epiſcopali ibi- 


q we LS aw 
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APPENDIX. jo; 
Wykeham Epiſcopum Wynton, ſub Anno, Indiccione, 
Pont. menſe, die, & loco prædictis agebantur & fie- 
bant, una cum prænominatis teſtibus præſens interfui, 
eaque fic fieri vidi & audivi, ſcripſi & in hanc publi- 
cam formam redegi, ſignoque & nomine meis conſuetis 
ſignavi requiſitus in fidem & teſtimonium omnium præ- 
miſſorum. e J nut, ati 


Domini Milleſimo Quadringenteſimo Quarto, in hoſpi- 
tio noſtro in Civitate Coventr. ſupraſcript. Teſtamentum 
bonæ memoriz Wilhelmi Wykeham ultimi Wynt. 
Epiſcopi noſtræ Cantuarienſis Eccleſiæ dum vixit Suf- 
fraganei jam defuncti, una cum codicill, præſentibus 
annex. coram nobis exhibit. & legitime probat. appro- 
bavimus & inſinuavimus ac pro veris Teſtamento & 
Codicillo & ultima voluntate diQi defuncti legitime 


committend. in forma juris Executoribus in eodem 


Teſtamento nominatis adminiſtrationem omnium bono- 
rum hujuſmodi Teſtamentum & Codicillum concernen- 


denheth Vicario noſtro in ſpiritualibus & Cuſtodi 
dem vacante, & fratri Thomæ Nevyle Priori Eccleſiæ 
Wynton. communiter & diviſim — vices 
— In quorum teſtimonium ſigillum noftrum 
præſentibus eſt appenſuſm. Dat. die, loco, menſe, & 
Anno Domini ſupradictis; & noſtræ tranſlationis anno 
nono. 7 _ = 


THOMAS permiſſione divina, &c. dilectis in 
Chriſto filiis Magiſtro Johanni Maydenheth Vicario 


tri Thomæ Nevyle Priori Eccleſiz Wynt. Salutem 
Gratiam & Benedictionem. Ad committendum in for- 
ma juris adminiſtrationem omnium bonorum quæ fue- 


Wynt. 


* 


| TENORE przſentium Nos Thomas, &c. notum 
facimus univerſis quod nono die Menſis Oftobris Anno 


juxta juris exigentiam pronunciavimus, nec non ad 


noſtro im ſpiritualibus & Cuſtodi ſpiritualitatis Civitat. 
& Dioc. Wynt. ſede epifſcopaii ibidem vacante, ac fra- 


rint bonæ memoriæ Domini Wilhelmi Wykeham ultimig 
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©» Wynt. Epilcop noſtræ Cant. Eccleſiæ dum vixit Safi 
| © ©  Cernent. Teſtamentum & ejus ultimam voluntatem coz 
| rum nobis probat. ac per nos etiam approbat. ubicun · 
teak que infri noſtram provinciam exiſtentinm Executo- 

' Nbns in eodem Teſtamento nominatis {i eam ſuſeipere 

& admittere voluerint præſtito 2 per eoſdem 8 
eorum quemlibet juramento ad ſanta Dei Evangelia 


per eos corporaliter tacta, quod fidele inventarĩum bo- 
| 2 3 os bujuſmodi conficient, 2C ipſa juxta ultimam | 


0.” Prædicti defuncti voluntatem fideliter adminiſtrabung, | 
4 | ac nobis de & ſupra adminiſtratione ſua hujuſmodi f- 
|.”  . delem compotum five ratiocinium reddent, cum ſuper * 
4 | Hoe congrue fuerint requiſiti, quodque acquietanciant 
vel acquietancias aliquibus dehjtoribus ipſius defuncti 
3 non conficient nec conficiet aliquis eorundera fine con- 
"0 | ſenſu majoris & ſanioris partis Executorum ſuorum, 
|. + © mec aliqua de bonis prædictis fibi appropriabunt vel 
WR uſurpabunt, ſeu fic appropriabit vel uſurpabit aliquis 
Ade, eiſdem, ſalvis legatis eis relictis & diſpoſitis per de- 
4 © ©, © fanQtum, & rationabilibus expenſis circa adminiſtratio- 
5 #* nem den exponend, vol ee & diviſim 
| . entium committimus vices noſtras & plenam 
. alta Et quod in premiſlis feceritis nos ante 
feſtum Sancti Andrea Apoſtoli prox. futur. debite 
certificetis per veſtras patentes litteras harum ſeriem & 
nomina & cognomina Executorum quibus hvjuſmodi 
___ adminiſttionem ut præmittitur commiſeritis conti- 
nentes. Dat. in hoſpitio e e nono die 
Menſis Oftobr. Anno Domini Milleſimo Quadringen- 
teſimo Quarto, Et noſtræ tranſlationis anno nono. 
8 l | 
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| eee, Wikehans, Aulos. Coll, Nov. 4 
. Elena) Soror Witholav Hahooltant, & laberr. 
, Rechardus de Wyheham, (tus. Hoop. S*Nicholal 

2 Johannes Whehan, alete. dichus Horan. 
e, A, Johannes label, ane, Hector de Burton 
A. Agnes HWodelok, & liberr OPUS » 
4, Johanna Cor Milli. Mavyell, A 28 / 
A. Domena Ag nes Sanders, de labert Sy 
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